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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  
2 



Please ensure that all articles for the 

SEPTEMBER magazine are submitted no 

later than 15th August:    

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 
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What if 2020  
isn’t cancelled? 
 
What if 2020  
is the year  
we’ve been waiting for? 
 
A year so uncomfortable, so 
painful, so scary, so raw - that it 
finally forces us to grow. 
 
A year that screams so loudly, 
finally awakening us from our 
ignorant slumber. 
 
A year we finally accept the 
need for change. 
 
Declare change.  Work for 
change.  Become the change. 
 
A year we finally band together, 
instead of pushing each other 
further apart. 
 
 
2020 isn’t cancelled, but rather 
the most important year of them 
all. 
 

He has shown you, O mortal,  

what is good.  And what does 

the LORD require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

    and to walk humbly with your God.  
 

(Micah 6:8) 
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It‟s been an odd year so far, with life 

disrupted by an invisible virus that has 

literally changed our lives. For a few it 

has resulted in a bereavement, for 

some a very long period of isolation, 

and for many a long period of not 

seeing anyone. Now we have a 

relaxing of limitations, with a cautious 

feeling that we are in a new normal, 

that isn‟t normal, with use of masks 

and continuing to be socially distant.  

We have coped with going without 

seeing people, limited access to 

shopping, and the use of technology 
instead of being together as Church.   
 

It was very welcome in July to be able 

to gather again for worship in Church 

at St Stephen‟s and outside the 

building at St Peter‟s, [as the building 

work continues inside].  Seeing each 

other has been reassuring that life is in 

some ways getting back to normal.  

Through all this our faith in God and 

our continued prayer life has sustained 

us as we have been in uncharted 

waters during this pandemic. 
 

This month of August is a month we 

associate with School holidays, long 

lazy days, trips to the seaside and 

family days out. I am hopeful that this 

will happen even if longer stays away 

isn‟t possible, although for some the 

lure of a flight and stay in a foreign 

country will be too much to resist. 

We all look forward to holidays, a 

break from the normal routine, a 

change of scene and pace. Time for 

some pampering or life in the slow 

lane. Yet  it  wasn‟t  always  like   this,  

historically holidays were hard won by 

former generations, initially unpaid 

breaks from labour as mills closed for 

maintenance. In many mill towns 

across the country, the Wakes Week 

was a traditional time for mills to close 

and with the use of railways, massive 

movements of towns people to the 

seaside would occur. These created 

crowded beaches and extra trains at 

peak times. For some people this is still 

in living memory.  In even earlier 

centuries, holidays didn‟t exist, as 

people had to labour continuously, and 

the only break from routine was Saints‟ 

days and Holy Days. When the routine 

would be stopped for the veneration 

of the local Saint‟s day or a special 

feast day like Easter, Whit Sunday and 

All Saints.  
 

It is from the words „Holy Days‟ that 

we get Holidays. For us holidays have a 

totally different meaning to us these 

days. 
 

As this year has been so interrupted, 

let us make use of the long lazy days of 

summer to relax and remember to 

make space for God to speak to us, as 

we reflect on what life is really all 

about. So that we can come back 

together renewed not only physically 

but spiritually as well.  Enjoy the month 

of August, whatever you get to do and 

wherever you get to go. 

 

 

 

Patrick 
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Hello Everyone 
 

We hope you are all well and persevering through these very difficult and 

trying times.  It has been especially difficult for some people more than 

others, those people who have been shielding for various reasons, and we 

wish everyone a safe and healthy journey. 
 

Our very grateful thanks go to everyone who has continued with their 

weekly monetary offerings.  Many of you who have a cheque book, have 

been able to write a cheque for one amount which has been the equivalent 

of many weeks‟ envelopes.  This has been a great help with the task of 

counting the Church collections.  
 

We have also appreciated the help which has been given to us on Sunday 

mornings with the added pressures of sanitising all the equipment and 

making sure that everything conforms with the requirements of 

safeguarding against “the virus”.  We follow the guidance from Bishop 

Philip‟s task force on how we should 

progress. 
 

The work in Church is progressing well and 

we feel sure we will all enjoy our new and 

greatly improved facilities when we are in a 

position to be able to resume our Church 

services, in Church.  In the meantime we 

hope we are all enjoying our time 

worshipping together in the “open air. 
 

Look forward to seeing you all at the new 

time of 11.00am in the Church grounds for 

our service. 
 

Stewart and Sandra 

The Power  of the Pen -  
 

In last month‟s article of The Loop it 

was  mentioned that the church clock 

required some essential work, costing 

the church quite a considerable 

amount of money.  We are pleased 

to report  that the 

k i n d n e s s  a n d 

thoughtfulness of a 

number of people has 

made this possible with 

donations coming from 

far and wide, one 

donation coming from 

as far as the south of 

England.  
 

Although there wasn‟t any request at 

all  for donations of  money, it was 

evident that people wanted to help in 

some way. It looks like  we are doing 

the  right thing  by keeping people 

informed through this magazine and 

through social media. The kindness of 

everyone has been overwhelming to 

say the least. Every little helps!  
 

IN THE LOOP - 
 

As churchwardens,  keeping  you 

informed and up-to-date on a 

monthly basis  on the fabric of the 

church has let us off the hook as it 

were, as every year at the APCM we 

are required  to give an up-to-date 

account to the meeting of the fabric  

of our church. The current situation 

hasn‟t allowed us to carry out that 

task. At the time of writing an  APCM 

has not been arranged  due to the 

current situation.  
 

CAR PARKING AT ST STEPHEN’S -  

The car park gates  at St Stephen‟s 

church  ( St Stephen‟s street)  will 

continue to be locked throughout 

August only opening to allow parking 

whilst  public services are in place . 

The car park is massive,  so please do 

park your cars at a safe distance of 

one another.  

We hope this 

won‟t cause too 

much inconveni-

ence.  

 

WORLD  WAR ONE MEMORIAL 

WINDOW – ( WEST WINDOW) 
 

We continue to 

push forward with 

the work in hand 

regarding the 

W W 1  w e s t 

window. The 28 

day public notice is 

now completed so 

we now await 

f u r t h e r 

instructions from the  diocesan 

registrars. Also including in this faculty 

is the jubilee stained glass window 

which is in the community room.  

/continued ... 
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WE ARE BACK –  
 

It goes without saying that during the 

past four months putting in place 

stand-ins for our churchwardens has 

been a huge success. The wardens 

would like to thank wholeheartedly, 

Pam Mcgrath for her excellent work 

with media and organising signage 

amongst a myriad of tasks. Linda 

Pounder, Paul Hannah and Geoffrey 

Kay organising seating and the 

running around to make things 

happen. Keeping the church looking 

beautiful as always has been the plan 

even with social 

distancing in place. To 

all the people who 

have helped to 

prepare the church 

for public worship,  

many thanks.  

  

Many of our folk at St 

Stephen‟s have been 

shielding during the 

lockdown per iod  

h en ce  t h e  l o w 

numbers at our 

services, it has been noted.  

 

Keeping you safe is our main priority 

as wardens and we will do whatever 

is required for you to feel confident 

and safe as you return.  

   

You will have noticed that some 

services are being streamed through 

social media. This has been good 

throughout  the lockdown,  but now 

we enter a new phase of  slowly 

returning to our church buildings for  

MEALS FOR CHILDREN DURING 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS -  
 

As part  o f  our cont inu ing 

commitment to the community, St 

Stephen‟s church will be part of a 

project that will help feed school 

children during the summer holidays. 

Volunteers from St Stephen‟s will 

help to distribute meals provided by 

an outside agency, from  St Stephen‟s  

community room entrance . Keeping 

within government and  diocesan 

guidelines. This is in conjunction with 

Lancashire County Council and 

helpers from Calico.  

Heading the team and organising 

from our end  will be Vision 

Champion Linda Pounder along with  

Paul Hannah. There will be more to 

report in the September issue of this 

parish magazine.  
 

This is something that we are very 

passionate about at St Stephen‟s  and 

being given the opportunity to help is 

a great boost for our vision in the 

community.  
 

As you read this, the project will 

already have been running for a few 

weeks. We would like to thank 

everyone for their time and their 

talents. 
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worship. A remark by one of our 

bishops was “ The  church buildings  
have been closed, but the church 

hasn‟t”. 

The church buildings are  

NOW OPEN! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Jean and Betty  will be back 

in force and on duty in August,  

guidelines permitting. Stand by 

your beds!!!!! 
 

If your are able to get away on 

holiday, have a lovely break away. 

Let‟s hope that sun shines throughout 

what‟s left of the summer. 
 

We hope to see you all back at 

church in the flesh, as they say, very 

soon.  
 

You‟ve all been missed….. Keep safe.  
 

‘For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor  

rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come… will be able to  

separate us from the love of God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord.’  

(Romans 8:38-39) 

 

Love and Best wishes  

Keith, Jean and Betty 
(St Stephen‟s Churchwardens) 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the lockdown, we have all 

been grateful for any help we have 

had, but we would just like to 

mention Alan Roadley who has 

peddled up Manchester Rd to deliver 

The Link to us, it is quite a pull-up on 

his bike in the very hot weather and 

we were not his only delivery,  

so „Thank You‟ Alan, we  

always had a friendly  

catch-up while he caught  

his breath! 
 

Freda Clegg 

And  
another 
‘Thank 
You’  

 

This time to Dorothy Spencer for 

her kind donation of £100 

towards the cost of St Stephen‟s 

clock repairs.   

 

Thank you, Dorothy, it  

is much  

appreciated. 

 

       xxx 
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difference. Indeed, a mantra I have tried to instil in the children and staff at St 

Peters in helping others is: “I second, you first,” and to “Serve one another in 

love.” Galatians 5-13.  
 

In our busy lives, we can become overwhelmed with our own agendas and 

forget the many skills, gifts and qualities God has given us to help us serve 

others with willing hands and generous hearts. In challenging times, and during 

headship there have been quite a few, I would often find myself singing the 

words of I the Lord of Sea and Sky, one of my favourite hymns. As I say goodbye 

to the staff, children and their families, I will once again be drawing upon the 

words of the chorus, in seeking direction for the next phase of my life as a  

response to God‟s calling to serve Him and each other. 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 
 

God Bless, 

 Catherine Greenwood 

I would like to thank all my friends at St. Stephens 

for all the cards, gifts and messages sent to me on 

my special birthday, they were very much 

appreciated.  The flowers from Mothers‟ Union 

and the Sunday School were beautiful and lasted 

quite a long time and reminded me each day of 

your love. 

It is on such occasions that being part of a 

wonderful Church means so much, Despite the 

current situation I had a lovely day with family 

spaced out in the garden and many visitors calling 

at the door, Thank you all again and I look 

forward to meeting everyone very soon. 

With my love 

   Beverley. 

MOTHERS‟ UNION 
 

Mary Sumner Day is on 

9th August when we 

would normally have a 

Diocesan Festival.  

However there will be a 

virtual service taking 

place 8th August which 

will be on face Book and 

Youtube, not sure of t 

the time yet. There will 

also be a National one on 

the Sunday. 

 

I hope it is not too long 

before we can resume 

our meetings. 

Beverley. 

During my final weeks serving as headteacher I was emailed the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has resonated with me deeply as I have reflected upon the years I have spent 

as a teacher, assistant headteacher and finally, for the last ten years, as a head-

teacher.  Education is often described as a vocation. A calling to make a  
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Ward Councillor Jeff Sumner 

responds to the call from St 

Stephen Church. 
 

Jeff says ... 
 

I receive a monthly magazine from 

the church and I was interested in 

reading the paragraphs around the 

repairs needed for the clock face and 

to replace the clocks mechanism, at a 

cost to the church of a £1000. 
 

In the paragraph it states that the church clock has 

become a part of the Burnley Wood Community and 

that it shines throughout the hours of darkness acting 

as a beacon informing people that they are home and 

safe. 
 

On reading this last paragraph I thought I need to do 

something to help keep this long-time tradition going, 

and so I started to ask people for donations.  At the 

moment we have been given £300, with a couple of 

£100 pledges already made!!! - which means we are 

halfway there already.  If anyone would like to 

donate to this worthy cause you can either contact me 

on 01282 448096 or St Stephens church itself. 
 

Kind regards 

 Jeff 

Thank you Jeff, from all at St Stephen’s 
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I am the 

resurrection 

and the life. 

The one who  

believes in 

me will 

live,even 

though they 

die.” 
 

(John 11:25) 
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1st Fred Eastwood, Clifford Spencer 

2nd John Charlton Fairclough, Herbert Phethean, Alec Jackson Taylor 

3rd Frank Windle, Mary Jane Cook 

4th Michael Edward Dwyer 

5th Eva Henderson, Spencer Ramsbottom, John Stuart Wilson, Irene Mercer 

6th Mary Newell, John Edward Taylor 

7th Janet Kenyon 

8th William Curtis Oliver 

9th Frank Brogan 

10th Sarah Elizabeth Thompson, Connie Fielding, Margaret Pounder,  

John Crowther Hargreaves 

11th Jabez Whitehead, Bessie Anderson, Kathleen Williams 

12th Annie Taylor, William Kay, Elizabeth Alice Christie 

13th Walter Ashworth, Edith Mary Stow, Doris Dixon 

14th Richard Taylor, Tom Abrahams, Roland Williams 

15th Peggy Race, Amelia Heap, Ada Harrison, Gordon Harrison, Celia Kerr 

17th Clara Alice Bowdin 

18th William Thompson 

19th Ewart Harcourt Smith, Elsie Harrison 

20th Harry Sculthorpe 

21st Herbert Nutter 

22nd Jack Lawless 

23rd William Henry Balderstone, John Tebay Robinson, Hilda Spencer 

25th Edith Halstead, Lydia Mills, John James Marsden, Mary Jackson 

26th Harry Parker Bartram, Sarah Phillips, Derek Robinson 

27th Harold Stuttard 

28th Eva Hargreaves, Lily Melanie Jevons, Annie Brogden, George Raynor 

29th John Greenwood 

30th Martha Williams, Joan Meredith, Alice Mackay 

31st Richard Smith Brown, Walter Ashley, Mary E Pendlebury, Ethel Maden,  

Harriet Garner 

 R.I.P. 

August in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s August in the Memorial Book at St Peter’s 

2nd Aug William Gordon Clayton 

3rd Elizabeth Ann Waring, Kathleen Whitham 

4th Caroline Walker, Ada Cross, Irene Howker 

5th Jean Gaden Matthews, Priscilla Shoesmith 

8th Thomas Jobling, Albert Edward Duerden 

11th Doris Pilling 

12th Jane Pearce 

13th Mary Elizabeth Baker, Lucy Cooper  

14th Robert Anthony Halsted 

15th Thomas Thackery Redman 

18th Frank Tomlinson 

19th Dick Newbold 

20th Walter Parker, Sarah Holt 

21st Mona Riley 

22nd Frederick H Pindar 

24th Ellen Ann Catlow 

27th June Elizabeth Billington 

28th Annie Batey 

Barbara Howarth would like to send her appreciation for 
messages of condolence and donations to the charities 

received, on the loss of her husband, John. 
 

Thanks also to friends who attended the funeral. 
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September but we will still worship daily and embrace coming together 

„virtually‟ each Monday. 
 

We are looking forward to having a socially distanced Year 6 Leavers‟ event on 

Tuesday 14th July on the playground.  We will hand out the board awards and 

the children will have a chance to say goodbye to their friends and teachers.  

They will receive their Bible, a gift and enjoy pizzas! 
 

I have included a selection of photographs to share some the moments from 

the last few months with you. 
 

Take care and Stay safe 

Headteacher 

Update from  

St Stephen’s School  

 
 

BUBBLES and RAINBOWS 
 

It has certainly been a challenging few months here at St. Stephen‟s during the 

peak of the pandemic but I am overwhelmed by the team work, dedication and 

hard work that the whole school community have put in.  Staff have worked 

tirelessly around the clock over the last 5 months including their holidays to 

ensure that our wonderful children have been cared for.  All our children have 

had personal phone calls from their teachers, home learning provided, welfare 

calls and most importantly we have made sure that no one has gone hungry. 

Our parents have popped in with well-wishes, cakes and words of 

encouragement along the way and Revered Patrick has been a huge support 

with his prayers for those that have been poorly. 
 

It has been a wonderful opportunity for us to embrace the more creative side 

of the curriculum, particularly using outdoors as there is a lower risk working 

outside.  Mrs Wild, our Eco Schools Leader, has completed some wonderful 

growing projects. Mrs Pate has also been planting potatoes – the children have 

loved every minute!  We have ensured that the Forest School provision has 

continued on a Tuesday and the children have really embraced this by building 

dens and learning how to survive outdoors. 
 

I think our school family will remember this moment in History for the rest of 

their lives – the time when rainbows became a symbol of hope and „bubbles‟ 

became the new groupings.  We are looking forward to welcoming all of our 

children back into school in September especially our little reception children.  

We have a carefully planned transition programme to make sure that they feel 

happy and secure.   
 

Our new nurture room is being built over the summer holidays which is very 

exciting and will provide a warm, safe and nurturing environment for our 

children that need it.  We will have a kitchen, a living area and a learning zone. 

Mrs Cox and Mrs Hargreaves will be running this unit. 
 

Our prayer and reflection area outside will be a place for everybody to reflect 

and support each other. Our prayers have included people who are poorly, 

lonely, frightened and also for those who are living in countries that are 

struggling to cope with the pandemic. Our worship will be very different in  



place, the „holy of holies‟. This dark spirit-filled sanctuary housed the ark of the 

covenant and the holy scriptures. It was utterly sacred to all Jewish believers. It 

contained God‟s very presence. 

 

Why then did God tear this curtain down?  Almighty God was showing not 

only the magnificence of His power and wrath. He was showing His eternal 

love. The barrier between man a God was no more.  Jesus was now the High 

Priest of heaven and His  sacrifice enabled us to be in God‟s presence without  

anything separating us. Our sins had been paid for by Jesus dying on a cross. 

God the Father and Jesus the son were accessible in a new way. 

 

This is the reason we have to be ever joyful and full of gratitude as we live our 

lives as followers of Jesus. 

 

Love and blessings 

Christine H. 
 

“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; 

I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

Psalm 9:1 
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When life is difficult we complain. The government, ineffective 

politicians, repeats on television, the pace of life, bad weather and 

of course, lockdown! We are far better at grumbling than being 

thankful. Gratitude is not just saying thank you. It is much more. 

It‟s a mindset, and even an opportunity. Giving appreciation is akin 

to giving a gift. 

 

One particular grey morning after a sleepless night I decided to try it! As I was 

still in bed I started looking at the duvet cover 

(better than looking out at those grey rain clouds).  

It is such pretty cover, flowers, birds, butterflies and 

even a little pagoda (a refuge). As I drank my first 

coffee of the morning, I thought of the coffee beans, 

the tea pickers and the farmers milking their cows, 

the food transporters ,and the supermarkets full of 

food.  I hadn‟t even got out of bed and my heart 

was singing out with gratefulness. Gratitude can 

lighten our day. Thanks, appreciation and being 

complimentary can be a great encouragement too 

in other people‟s  lives. We can never underestimate it! 

 

Let‟s also look at things from a biblical perspective . 

 

Hopefully, we all believe that Jesus gave up his life for us.  On that terrible day 

when He hung on a rough hewn cross, He prepared to die a cruel death for 

us.  We are told from nine am till noon, darkness fell over the whole land. 

At three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in great anguish and in a loud voice he 

„gave up his spirit‟ to death.  The gift that Almighty God had given the world 

had breathed His last breath. A light had been extinguished . 

 

The Jewish Law meant that animals were sacrificed to God 

in the temple courtyard, but  on Good Friday, God‟s 

ultimate sacrifice was cruelly slaughtered for our sakes.  A 

gift of love beyond human comprehension. 

At the moment of Jesus‟s death, the „veil‟ of the temple was 

torn from top to bottom. Now this veil was no ordinary 

thin gauze veil that we associate with a bride. This was a 

huge 4inch thick linen curtain of 60 feet long and 20 

feet  wide.  Once a year only,  the high priest entered this  
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Sometimes my legs ache Lord 

But I am glad they’ve climbed hills and 

walked on sunny shores. 

Sometimes my arms are heavy Lord, 

But I am glad that they’ve held children and 

hugged tight with love. 

My belly’s round, but full of food, 

For this I bless you Lord. 

My eyes are wrinkled, 

But they have laughed and shone with joy. 

My ears have heard your word 

And there within my heart they live. 

Therefore my lips will shout your praise 

And I will sing and dance with Joy. 

 (CH)                                                                                             



Sunday School News   
                                     ... from St Peter’s 

It is absolutely fantastic to be back at church.  Wonderful to worship together 

and to see our happy smiles.  We are really enjoying being outside.  Activities 

are prepared in advance with everything in family packs for safety.  We are 

continuing with Sunday School on Zoom on Saturday evening so we have 

already heard and discussed the reading in an interactive way before coming to 

church and we can sing !!!!  We are currently following our Sunday worship 

with a picnic in the park. 
 

Throughout the summer,  whether we are inside or outside of church, we will 

continue to run activities for children. Our families and children have been 

fantastic with their continued interest and excitement on Zoom. All children 

received a medal on Sunday to reflect their achievement . 

 

It was really good to welcome Patrick to one of our sessions on Zoom . That 

Sunday was our Patronal Sunday and a special Sunday as we could also 

celebrate 4 years after baptism for Alisha, Amelia and Harley . Patrick was also 

able to give a virtual blessing to Ava. A special moment . 
 

It is particularly heartening to see babies and toddlers at St Peter's. We have a 

visible growth with 4 under 3s as well as our teenagers. 
 

As things unfold , not only with a return to a more 'normal' life but with 

continued building work in our church we have to be prepared for lots of 

change . This is not always a comfortable situation for children but I think with  
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the support of our Whatsapp group and weekly Zoom we can be as prepared 

as possible . 
 

In our prayers we thank God for His visible presence in our church and Sunday 

School. 
 

Love to everyone from  

  

 Everyone in Sunday School 
 



23 22 

   EdithEdithEdith      andandand   AliceAliceAlice   

Jackie Cosway‟s new twin granddaughters - born prematurely at 30 weeks 

but both doing well - they obviously couldn‟t wait to meet Grandma and 

Granddad!!  Congratulations to all the family from us all at St Stephen‟s xx 
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How well do you know your Football Teams? 
 

Answers on Page 27 

 

  REMEMBER ABC’s? 
 

 

 

It wasn‟t so long ago that a group of us used to meet on Thursday 

mornings at St. Peter‟s for coffee and tea, chat and a bit of Bible Study. 

And we will again, with better facilities and fewer draughts! But until 

such time as we can get back together in person, I‟ll be doing it online.  

 

From August I hope to be hosting Bible Study and more from 10:00 to 

11:00 on Thursdays via Zoom. In fact just as it was with ABC‟s,  

 

I‟m hoping that there will be different leaders coming forward, so we get 

a variety of subjects and styles. Keep looking out  

for information about how you can join in.  

 

   Alan Roadley 
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being witnesses, making disciples, growing leaders 

The Spirit should give us the desire, 

the energy, the courage and the 

words to make Jesus known the way 

that those first Christians did. They 

recruited 3,000 new followers in one 

day!  

 

Are we saying that the Holy Spirit that 

we are given is not of the same quality 

or quantity as that which the Apostles 

got? Or, are we saying that the Holy 

Spirit is not equal to overcoming 

modern day attitudes and secularism? 

Or is it that we are suppressing the 

force within us, trying to reduce or 

extinguish the fire? 

 

My first clue came a few days later, 

listening to the Sunday reading from 

Romans 8. Paul implies, suggests, that 

we can be guided by the Spirit, or 

guided by our own desires. That 

points towards the conclusion that 

even though the Spirit is present 

within us, that we can make a decision 

as to whether we follow it or not. 

Another clue comes in Corinthians, 

where Paul says in his early ministry, 

that he “Let God‟s Spirit show His 

power”. Let, or permit, again choice is 

implied. The theme of a conscious 

decision recurs again in Galatians; 

“God‟s Spirit has given us life, and so 

we should follow the Spirit”.  

 

So if you were to ask me as Vision 

Champion, if you were to ask me as 

somebody who wants to see growth 

in numbers, growth in action and  

growth in impact at St. Peter‟s, what I 

would want to happen in the coming 

months, it would be this. That having 

been given the great gift of the Holy 

Spirit, with all of its power to show 

Christ to others and make them want 

to come to him, that we would listen 

to it and let it do its work. That we 

would dare to do more. That we 

would let it take us to places that we 

may on our own be uncomfortable 

going to. By the power of the Spirit 

the apostles showed what Christ was 

doing within themselves to the people, 

and then told the same people what 

he could do for them. Show them, tell 

them. And it worked. It could work 

for us. But only if we choose not to 

press the OFF switch when the Holy 

Spirit wants to use us. 

 

HERE’S A THOUGHT ... 
 

As heard on the recent TV series 

about the composer Beethoven;  
 

“Hearing is automatic, Listening takes 

a special knack”.  
 

I think that applies in many areas of 

Church life, particularly Prayers and 

Sermons 
 

Alan Roadley.   Vision Champion.  

St.Peter’s Burnley 

Alan Writes ... 
On the first session of an 

online course that I‟ve been 

leading, we were discussing 

Pentecost and the effect 

that the coming of the Holy Spirit had 

on the waiting Apostles, especially 

Peter. From being hidden away and 

frightened about what might happen 

next, worried about life without 

Jesus, feeling that the Kingdom of 

God might be slipping away rather 

than coming nearer, they‟re 

transformed into people of energy, 

enthusiasm and hope. They rush out 

into the crowded streets, telling 

about God and his works in a 

multitude of languages. Then, Peter 

speaks fearlessly to the bewildered 

people gathered there, telling them 

what Jesus has done and how they 

can all be saved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in “Zoomland”, I asked my 

onscreen companions this question:  

“Given that we (along with sixty or 

so others at St. Peter‟s) have also 

been given the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

why isn‟t our Church bursting at the 

seams? Why aren‟t we having to turn 

Burnley folk away because we can‟t fit 

them in?” 

Since March we 

at St. Peter‟s and 

St. Stephen‟s 

have been thrust 

into the business 

of live streaming, 

recording videos, 

holding online meetings and so on 

rather more quickly than we ever 

imagined. We‟ve had to learn as we 

go along. We‟ve picked up the 

technical aspects of all this quite well 

considering. But that isn‟t all there is 

to this broadcast business. We have 

to comply with laws as to copyright 

and safeguarding too. We need 

licences for certain activities. So 

here‟s just a reminder; if you‟re 

thinking of putting material online on 

behalf of the Church, check that it‟s 

legal. There‟s guidance on the 

Diocese of Blackburn website, or 

double check with somebody from 

your Church. It‟s good that there‟s 

so much going out online, and don‟t 

be put off, it‟s probably OK. But 

better safe than sorry. 
 

Alan            075 8855 6640        

alan@alanroadley.net 

Answers to Quiz on Page 24 
   

  1.  Luton 

  2.  Mansfield 

  3.  Crystal Palace 

  4.  Leeds 

  5.  Wimbledon 

  6.  Spurs 

  7.  Manchester United 

  8.  Lincoln 

  9.  Fulham 

 10.  Aston Villa 
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Keith and I have visited London many 

times over the years and many times 

enjoyed lunch while sitting in the 

Victoria embankment gardens by the 

Thames. One of our regular spots in 

the gardens happens to be in front of 

the Savoy Hotel enjoying a Tesco 

meal deal!  Probably the nearest we 

will get to the Savoy! 
 

Nearby there 

is a statue of 

R o b e r t  

Raikes. The  

i n s c r i p t i o n 

reads Robert 

R a i k e s ,  

founder of 

S u n d a y 

Schools,  and 

on the reverse 

“From a grain of mustard seed”.   
 

Whenever I now hear the parable, I 

always think about Robert Raikes. He 

probably just began by intending to 

help the children within his own 

parish, but just think of how many 

children have attended Sunday School 

and benefitted from this man‟s faith. 
 

We should all be encouragers of 

others. The smallest of ideas could 

lead to great things. 
 

Linda 

 

“Jesus looked at them and said, 

‘With man this is impossible, but 

not with God; all things are 

possible with God.‟”   

(Mark 10:27 ) 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                      

 

 

‘ 

  Linda Writes ... 
 

  Hello everyone, 
 

In last month‟s magazine I made the 

comment that we had just opened for 

private prayer, but that by the time 

you read the magazine we may well 

be back in church for Sunday service. 
 

That comment proved to be right and 

we held the first service on July 5th. I 

am sure those of you who were able 

to attend were moved by just being 

able to enter the church  and enjoy 

collective worship. We have tried 

very hard to not make too many 

changes, only changes to the seating 

as  required for safety. 
 

Sadly we are not allowed to sing but 

the screens allowed us to hear a 

co u p l e  o f  u p l i f t i n g  h ym n s 

accompanied by even more uplifting 

images. A big thank you must to Pam 

McGrath for compiling the  visuals 

and hymns each week. Also to Jean 

Beeston for her recordings of the 

hymns used as we took communion. 
 

I hope those of you who are unable 

to come to church due to shielding 

were able to join via the live stream. 
 

The gospel for day was from 

Matthew chapter 13 and 

 the parable of  

the mustard  

seed. Growing up  

I probably heard  

this reading many times  

without realising  the  true  

meaning. 
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BRING A MUG  TO CHURCH !  
 

It seems an age since our happy band of pilgrims met 

at church. It‟s been a long hard slog for many 

including, yours truly. I have learned how to cut glass 

for my greenhouse with the assistance of a very 

patient wife. I think I‟ve painted everything apart from 

the roof top. We were even blessed with the beautiful 

sunny weather during lockdown. What a treat. 
 

Being detached has been a big problem for some, and in some cases a relief and 

a lovely  break for some. Happily, we  are very slowly getting back to the new 

normal as everyone keeps reminding us.   
 

Being part of a team is important, working together, 

laughing together and sharing each other‟s views on 

up-to-date issues such as Brexit, which by the way, is 

slowly sneakily creeping back into the news. 

Wherever did it go one asks?   
 

That‟s the serious stuff and the banter  over with, now to the main issues.  
 

We have got a little behind on some of our planned work at church, however 

I‟m sure we can catch up before the winter sets in. When all‟s said and done, 

we are all easy-going chaps, if it doesn‟t get done today it‟ll get done tomorrow. 
 

The plan is to meet on Tuesday August 4th at 10am at church.  Please don‟t feel 

obliged to attend but it would be great to see you all there. We  do have a long 

ladder job pending. 
 

I‟m not sure  if we will be able to enjoy breakfast in the community room as the 

rules change day by day as to what we can and what we can‟t do.  I‟m sure we 

can have a coffee together though. To be really safe, Bring your own mug to 

church and take your mug back  home with you!  
 

I‟m sure that in the September issue of the magazine we will have an abundance 

of things to report. At present not very much I‟m afraid. 

 

Thanks to the chaps who responded to my  email request regarding our next 

meeting. Remind me lads  to book a table for two next time.  

/continued 
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ST STEPHEN’S MEN’S GROUP 

aka THE BACON BUTTY BRIGADE 

Don‟t forget ... Bring Your Mug to church chaps,  and of course any of our 

lovely ladies who would  wish to join us, bring your own mug too.  

I nearly forgot to say...  Don‟t forget to gel up and keep your distance. 

Face mask or no face mask, who knows?  

As a Boys‟ Brigade lad, which I was by the way. The Boys‟ Brigade  motto being, 

Sure and Steadfast.  

 

God bless 
 

Keith 

 

 ....and lambs.   
 

From Friday, 7th 

August and then 

every Friday through 

the school holidays 

until the first week of September, we will be 

distributing weekly food parcels for children 

and families from the Community Room at St 

Stephen‟s.  This is in conjunction with Burnley 

Together and the Government‟s programme to 

alleviate holiday hunger for families affected by 

recent events. 

 

School holidays can be both a joy and a pain, so 

if you or anyone you know are finding things 

difficult during this time, please let us know. 

 

If you‟ve already to offered to help, thank you 

for joining the rota of kindness.   

    Paul Hannah 

expansia.ph@gmail.com 

07967 644 709 

St Stephen’s 

Readers’ Rota 

for August 

 

Sunday 2nd August 

John Hughes 

 

Sunday 9th August 

Christine Harbour 

 

Sunday 16th August 

Jean Beeston 

 

Sunday 23rd August 

Jackie Cosway 

 

Sunday 30th August 

Pam McGrath 

 

 

Please let Jean know if you 

are unable to be there on 

your Sunday. 
 

01282 432986 



32 33 

 
 

 
 

If you wish for HAPPY feet 

A pair that’s always trim & neat 
No ingrown nails or awkward bumps, 

Feet that will carry you anywhere 
Give the feeling of walking on air. 
If these are the sort of feet for you ... 

 

... don’t hesitate to contact PAULA, your local chiropodist  
with over 25 years of experience. 

 

Ring 01282 838083 for an appointment to suit or  
to arrange for treatment in the comfort of your own home. 

On production of this advert, receive £5.00 off your first treatment.

Saint Aidan of  

Lindisfarne 
 

Feast Day 31st August 
 

Aidan‟s birthplace was Ireland, though we 

know virtually nothing of his early life 

there.  We are fortunate in having some 

account of his later life from the English 

monk, Bede, who was a careful historian.   
 

Aidan was a monk of Iona when one of his 

brethren returned from an unsuccessful 

mission to the kingdom of Northumbria in 

northern England.  Northumbria had been Christianised earlier from the 

south, but the interlude of a hostile pagan dynasty had virtually wiped the 

Faith out there.  The sainted King Oswald had requested a monk of Iona 

to re-evangelise his people, but the chosen monk‟s extremely rigorist 

approach bore little fruit.  When Aidan suggested that a different 

approach was needed, his brothers responded by appointing him to the 

mission.   
 

Oswald established him as bishop of the Isle of Lindisfarne, and Aidan 

also established a monastery there, under the rule of St Columba.  This 

grew to be one of the greatest monastic establishments in the British 

Isles.  Aidan and his disciples meanwhile succeeded in bringing 

Northumbria back into the Christian fold.   
 

Bede describes him as a 

man who, though a 

leader of his society, 
always remained humble 

and compassionate.  He 

devoted considerable 

time to the plight of 

slaves and unfortunate 

children. 

Lindisfarne Priory 
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What is a Live Church Like? 
   
 A live church has parking problems: a dying church 

has none. 
 

 A live church has lots of noisy children around: a 

dying church enjoys peace and quiet! 
 

 A live church often changes the way things are 

done - in order to do them better: a dying church 

needs no change. 
 

 A live church dreams great dreams for God's 

Kingdom: a dying church has only nightmares. 
 

 A live church invites people to risk involvement and new ideas: a dying 

church plays safe and never risks anything. 
 

 A live church supports World Mission: a dying church says, "Charity begins 

at home." 
 

 A live church uses its traditions and buildings to serve God's people: a dying 

church uses its people to serve its traditions and buildings. 
 

 A live church truly worships: a dying church worries. 
 

 A live church is filled with people who tithe: a dying 

church is filled with those who give God a tip. 

 

 A live church forgives, and seeks forgiveness: a 

dying church never makes mistakes. 
 

 A live church looks for challenges and 

opportunities: a dying church sees only problems 

and dangers. 
 

 A live church evangelises: a dying church fossilises. 

 

ANON 

 

 

I came across this as I was looking through back copies of magazines I had 

edited.  I thought it would be good to ponder on it as we slowly return to 

worship in Church and start to look to the future. ... Pam 
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Summer Wordsearch 

   

 
Easy Chocolate Pavlova 

Serves: 8-10.  

 

For the Chocolate Meringue Base: 

 

·       6 egg whites  

·       300g caster sugar  

·       3 tablespoons cocoa powder, 

        sieved  

·       1 teaspoon balsamic or red wine vinegar  

·       50g dark chocolate, finely chopped  

 

For the Topping: 

 

·       500ml double cream  

·       500g raspberries  

·       2-3 tablespoons coarsely grated dark chocolate 

 

METHOD 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C/gas mark 4 and line a baking tray with baking 

 parchment.  

2.    Beat the egg whites until satiny peaks form, and then beat in the sugar a 

 spoonful at a time until the meringue is stiff and shiny. Sprinkle over the 

 cocoa and vinegar, and the chopped chocolate. Then gently fold 

 everything until the cocoa is thoroughly mixed in. Mound on to a baking 

sheet in a fat circle approximately 23cm in diameter, smoothing the sides 

and top. Place in the oven, then immediately turn the temperature down 

to 150°C/gas mark 2 and cook for about one to one and a quarter hours. 

When it's ready it should look crisp around the edges and on the sides and 

be dry on top, but when you prod the centre you should feel the promise 

of squidginess beneath your fingers. Turn off the oven and open the door 

slightly, and let the chocolate meringue disc cool completely.  

3.     When you're ready to serve, invert on to a big, flat-bottomed plate. 

Whisk the cream till thick but still soft and pile it on top of the meringue, 

then scatter over the raspberries. Coarsely grate the chocolate so that you 

get curls rather than rubble, as you don't want the raspberries' luscious 

colour and form to be obscured, and sprinkle haphazardly over the top, 

letting some fall, as it will, on the plate's rim. 
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Our Seeds Being Sown in Good Soil 

 

In Sunday School, we have been learning about 

how Jesus taught his friends and followers 

about God and living life through stories 

known as parables.   

 

One story Jesus told was about a man sowing 

seeds.  The man scattered his seeds on four 

different types of soil. The first type of ground was hard, and the seed 

could not sprout or grow, and birds came along and ate them all up. The 

second type of ground was stony; here the seed was able begin to grow 

but could not put down roots so withered in the sun. The third type of 

ground was thorny and although the seed could plant and grow, the 

thorns that overtook them. The fourth ground was good soil that al-
lowed the seed to plant deep, grow strong, and produce fruit. 

 

Our Sunday School Children have clearly been planted in good soil and 

are producing amazing fruits.  At this exciting time of year Sunday School 

students and graduates have been excelling themselves with prizes and 

awards – congratulations to them all, any everyone of our children who 

have worked hard and enjoyed the school year. 

 

Stephanie – The Pam Laverty Prize for showing promise and diligence in 

schoolwork and behaviour from St Stephen‟s School 

 

Eliena – The Miss Chadwick Prize for special merit and services to the 

school from St Stephen‟s School 

 

Katie – Awards for exceptional effort in Drama and Computing and a 

Bronze School Commendation 

 

Lucy – KS4 Passion for Excellence Awards for Food Technology, Ger-

man, Mathematics and Geography.  Plus, The Earnest Rutherford Golden 

Discovery Award for Science as well as The North Star Award.  All from 

Unity College 

 

Emma – 1st Class Honours Degree in Fine Art from UCLAN  

 

Phoebe – The award for most progress in  

Year Six from Cliviger School 

 

Max – The Peter Pinder Prize for  

showing good team spirit and  

attitude in sports from St Stephen‟s  

School 
 

Many children are moving on  

to be „planted‟ in new soil  

where I am sure they will  

thrive.   

Thomas, Phoebe, Stephanie  

and Eliena are moving on  

to Unity College.  Lucy  

is off to Burnley College  

to study Childcare and  

Early Years Education.  
 

We have lots to celebrate when we  

get back together.  In the meantime,  

Sunday School Live will continue on  

Facebook at 10.30 every Sunday we are able throughout the  
school holidays. 
 

Have a great summer everyone! 
 

PS – When Tobias left school, he won the award for “the person most  

likely to go to prison first”.  I’m not sure what it says about the soil of the 

school he was planted in that they thought there would be more than  

one student going to prison, or what it says about his home soil that he  

would be the first! 

 

  Emma 


