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We will remember them! 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November 2020 

They shall grow not old, 

as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

May the God of hope fill youMay the God of hope fill youMay the God of hope fill you   

with all joy and peacewith all joy and peacewith all joy and peace   

as you trust in Him.as you trust in Him.as you trust in Him.   

So that you may overflowSo that you may overflowSo that you may overflow   

with hope by the powerwith hope by the powerwith hope by the power   

of the Holy Spiritof the Holy Spiritof the Holy Spirit   
   

RRROMANSOMANSOMANS   15:1315:1315:13   
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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  

At  
St Peter’s ... 

 
Act of  

Remembrance 
at 11.00 am 

 
followed by a 

Service of Holy 
Communion  

Remembrance Sunday 2020 

At  
St Stephen’s ... 

 
Service of Holy 
Communion at 

10.00 am 
 

Act of  
Remembrance 
at 11.00 am 



Please ensure that all articles for the 

DECEMBER/JANUARY magazine are 

submitted no later than 15th 

November:   

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 
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The year continues to roll by, and 

for St Peter‟s congregation the 

building work is completed and the 

opportunity to return indoors is 

very welcome, as i s  the 

opportunity to enjoy the new 

facilities that have been created 

which include besides the rooms, 

kitchen and toilets; a new glass 

entry door in the porch and the re

-location of the font to the back of 

the church. Like everything in 2020 

it has taken longer than expected.  

 

To celebrate the completion of 
this building work Bishop Philip will 

be present with us to lead a 

service of thanksgiving on All 

Saints Day, November 1st at 

5pm. We hope that you will want 

to join us for this special service. 

 

Meanwhile at St Stephen‟s, after a 

couple of years waiting, the repair 

of the west window has 

commenced. This special window 

is unique as it records not only the 

regiments of the area but also the 

names of many who fell in the first 

world war from Burnley wood. 

We trust that it will be completed 

by November 8th when we can 

mark Remembrance Sunday. 

 

These     dates     are     important.  

November 1st All Saints Day, 

when we recall the great company 

of the faithful who are now in 

God‟s greater presence, who have 

fought the fight and wear the robes 

of righteousness and worship in 

glory the Lamb who was slain but 

now reigns. They are our 

inspiration to continue as the 

saints on earth, the Church of 

God, disciples with a calling to 

build the kingdom. 

 

November 8th,  Remembrance 

Sunday, to remember the fallen 
of two world wars, but also many 

others who have defended our 

freedom and served our nation 

with the ultimate cost. Those who 

fell in Northern Ireland, Kuwait, 

Korea, Afghanistan, the Falklands, 

the Gulf war, and many other 

conflicts. It is important to say 

each year at the going down of the 

sun and in the morning – “We will 

remember them” 

 

This year we have been fighting an 

invisible conflict with the pandemic 

affecting all our lives and it has 

tested our physical health, our 

mental well-being, our emotional 

lives, so that many are weary and 

tired by its effect. I want to finish  

/continued ... 

Information 

 

Thank you to Barbara Marshall who has 

provided us with the following 

information which could prove very 

useful during the present crisis:  

 

 BURNLEY TOGETHER HUB is staying 

open for the foreseeable future and 

continue to inform on food parcels, 

meals on wheels, prescription 

collecting, and dog walking amongst a 

host of other things. The phone lines 

are open seven days a week from 9 - 

5pm. They are also on line and on 

Facebook. Local number is 01282 

686402. 

 BURNLEY CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU is 

based in Croft Street.  Phone 01282 

616750. opening times are variable. I 

can confirm that they are open 9-12 

on Tuesdays and 9-3pm  on 

Wednesdays. 

 CARERS’ LINK is based in Accrington 

where they have a shop and cafe 

which is open Monday to Friday 9 - 

5pm.  Carers‟ assessments are being 

carried out over the phone. 

01254 387444. 

 ADVOCACY FOCUS is also based in 

Accrington and they are taking 

referrals by phone. 0300 323 0965, or 

look online.  This is a very useful 

service if you having problems with 

the NHS or Social Services and feel 

you are not being listened to or 

understood. Advocacy will support 

you and advise you of your rights. 
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AUTUMN 2020 
 

Here we are again,  autumn already. 

As we face possibly  one of the 

biggest challenges in church history ,  

our church buildings and services  

have become a refuge and comfort  

for some and a worry to others. The 

church is there for you.  All safety 

measures are in place in accordance 

with the government and diocesan 

guidelines.  Thank you to everyone 

who is taking care when entering and 

leaving  church,  keeping to the rules.   

Thank you to  all the people who 

have returned as we pray in the hope 

that our churches will once more be 

filled will song and hallelujahs. It is 

gratifying and heart-warming to know 

that we are still open for worship and 

prayer, we  will continue to do so, 

this is a blessing.  

 

CARRY ON CLEANING  
 

Keeping the church pristine is 

something we keep up with week 

upon week and year upon year. We 

can pride ourselves at St Stephen‟s on 

keeping up with the arduous task of 

maintenance and vandalism. All part  

of the job of a church warden, an 

officer of the bishop.  Thank you 

everyone for turning up to carry out 

your duties without fuss.  

  
You will have read in many publications 

of this magazine how fortunate we are 

to have so many willing and able people 

keeping up with the daily routines. To 

that end we are most grateful. 

 

Within the winter months it is hoped 

that we can address the high level 

cleaning of the interior of the church. 

This we hope will happen when we are 

able to have a joint  Sunday service 

with St Peters, at St Peter‟s. This will 

allow a tower to be erected inside to 

enable  high level access to cleaning. 

This is routine maintenance. It is three 

years now since the high level cleaning 

was carried out. It doesn‟t seem that 

long!  

 

By the time you read this article it is 

most probable that the world war  1 

west window will have been completed 

by conservators Pendle stained glass, 

taking away the old rusted external  

iron covering, along with  secondary 

glass that was installed at some period 

unknown to us.  

 

The window will be cleaned   inside and 

out, then polycarbonate applied to the 

exterior under  specific strict DAC 

recommendations.  The   applied   poly- 

Patrick 

with some words from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians Chapter 4, 

that they may encourage us to persevere and hold fast for,  by the end of 

November, we will start the season of Advent, and the hope of light in 

the darkness of winter, so until then hold on to these words; 

 
4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! 5 Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 

things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or 

seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

This November in everything that life brings, may you know the Peace of 

God in your hearts and lives. 

 

All being well, it is hoped that there 

will be a joint service of 

Confirmation at St Stephen’s at 

10.30 am on Sunday 31st 

January 2021.  This replaces the 

service which should have taken 

place in March. 
 

If anyone wishes to be confirmed, 

please let Patrick as soon as  

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There are available dates for 

flowers in church, please contact 

me if you would like to book a 

slot.   

  Alice 
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carbonate will  protect the stained 

glass from potential  UV rays and 

will allow air to flow via specific 

margins  around the exterior 

frame.   

Preparing to work on the West Window 

 

It is a relief after 5 years of being 

mentioned in the 2015 quin-

quennial report that the project 

has been completed. Along with 

the WW1 west window the Jubilee 

window will be cleaned inside and 

o u t   f i n i s h i n g  o f f  w i t h 

polycarbonate external covering.  

 

We are happy to report that the 

War Memorials Trust have granted 

just over £3,000 to help with this 

project. The total cost is 

somewhere in the region of 

£6,000. It is hoped that the 

window will be dedicated by 

Patrick  on November 8th at the  

 

Remembrance  service at St Stephen‟s. 

Thank you to the people who have  

assisted with  reams   of paperwork that 

have dropped through the letter box, for 

this project. 
 

As reported  previously,  the tower 

vandalised window  has been deferred 

until a later date. This will be discussed 

at the next PCC meeting.   
 

MORE CHURCH’S THAN PUBS ?  
 

While I‟ve been locked away in isolation, 

I‟ve been looking at a few statistics.  

According to a research carried out by 

The Brierley Consultancy, there are 

40,300 church buildings in the UK open 

to the public and being used for public 

worship.  16,000 of these are Anglican 

churches - that‟s an estimated 32,000 

churchwardens!!!  And did you know, 

The National Churches Trust 

states that there are more 

churche s  th an  pubs ! ! 

Something to ponder and 

Google during the winter 

months!   
 

Enjoy the lovely autumn colours and the 

wonders of the changing seasons. 
 

Keep warm and safe  
 

Keith, Jean and Betty 
(St Stephen‟s Churchwardens) 

 

"And your life will be brighter than the 

noonday; its darkness will be like the 

morning. And you will feel secure, because 

there is hope; you will look around and take 

your rest in security. " 

(Job 11:17–19) 

Stewart and Sandra 

 
 
       Hello Everyone! 
 

Some GOOD news!!  November is here and the builders have left us, having 

done a fantastic job, and we are now enjoying our worship together indoors.  

We are sure you will agree with us that the Church looks wonderful.  Thank 

you to everyone who has helped in any way with our outdoor services.  It 

hasn‟t been easy but everyone has played their part in making them a huge 

success. 
 

Our appeal for donations towards the cost of the alterations to our new 

meeting rooms has started well, as has the appeal for any donations towards 

the cost of re-siting the font.  We welcome any support towards these 

additional costs and say thank you very much to anyone who has made a 

donation.  If you are able to make a donation could you please put it in an 

envelope giving your name, address and if you wish the gift to be gift aided. 
 

We had a brilliant selection of food donated for the food bank at our Harvest 

service and any cash donated was also forwarded to this charity.  Thank you. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Church services which will be done in a 

Covid-secure way. 
 

In the meantime, take care and keep safe. 

 



Linda 

Hi everyone, 
 

Last month the theme for the Burnley Ladies‟ Prayer Breakfast was “Be still and 

know that I am God”. Last month was also 2 years since I went on the 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem. There have been lots of pictures of that time popping 

up on Facebook. That got me to thinking about our time in Israel. 
 

The first week was spent in and around Jerusalem and Bethlehem. It was 

wonderful as we visited so many places.  The second week was spent in Galilee 

and this was when I felt that I could just be still. The hotel was overlooking the 

Sea of Galilee and the early morning sunrises were spectacular. To look out 

across the sea and see the hills on the opposite side. A view which Jesus and 

the disciples would have looked out on. That was a time to be still, to think, to 

pray.  Finding time like that in our busy lives is a lot harder.  

 

God asks us to be still so that we can receive love, peace and guidance. Take 

time to be quiet with the Lord, either now or throughout the week. 

Take the time to be quiet to consider the works of God in your own life. Has 

He changed your heart or an attitude? Has He helped you to forgive yourself 

or others?  When you need strength and help, let go and rest in God, your 

refuge. “Be still and know that I am God.” 

 

 
 

 “Be still, and know Be still, and know Be still, and know 

that I am God: that I am God: that I am God:    

I will be exalted I will be exalted I will be exalted 

among the among the among the    

nations, I will be nations, I will be nations, I will be    

exalted in the exalted in the exalted in the 

earth.”earth.”earth.”         

Psalms 46:10Psalms 46:10Psalms 46:10   

Sunrise over the Sea of Galilee - October 2018 

    

 

 

   

 

 

Have you heard about the redevelopment of the Burnley Wood 

Community Centre by Calico Group?  

It has already been booked for flu jab clinics by the local GPs 

which is a good way to prevent over-crowding at surgeries. 
 

Another development Calico are involved in is an extra care facility 

at Burnley General Hospital. This will provide 90 apartments for 

people who wish to remain independent, but require varying 

levels of support. (See details in Burnley Express 9 October). 

 
Thank you to Barbara Marshall for this information 
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November in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

 

1st 

 

Richard Clee, Lilian Walsh 

2nd William Jackson, Kenneth Lord Healey 

3rd Helen Chadwick, Elizabeth MacDonald 

4th George Henry Hughes, John Carter, Mary Ingham,  

Norman Victor Boardman 

5th William Francis Whitham, James Gillesie, Harry Briggs 

6th Samuel Edward Clements, Margaret Walton, Violet Holt 

7th Hannah Green, Janice Cant, John Hindle 

8th Florence Ann Whittaker, Edna Horne 

9th Lily Skirrow, Hartley Greenwood, Wilfred Hanns, Margaret Chorley 

10th Mary Ann Whitham, Caroline Taylor, Roy Anthony Hinds 

14th Garnett Mitchell 

15th Ethel Maud Gallagher, Albert Farrow, Barbara Tate 

16th Joseph Suthers, Edna Brown Harrison, Ellen Heywood 

17th Nellie Seddon 

18th Hubert Taylor, Sarah Elizabeth Walmsley, Phoebe Sutcliffe, William Herbert 

Allcock, Geoffrey Farrow 

19th Margaret Ann Watson, Alice Blythe 

20th Ellen Smith, Harold Hargreaves 

21st Private Albert Topper 

22nd Thomas Rushton, Jophia Cruikshanks 

23rd Nora Vina Threlfall, Thomas Johnson, Brian Marsden 

24th Peter Cranidge 

25th Ruth Wareing, William Sagar, Joseph Holt, Norman Harris 

26th Mary Howarth, Glynn David Casson 

27th Elizabeth Nicholls, Edith Jane Isabel Wilson, Jane Varley Jobling,  

Thomas Henry Riding, Ronald Mills 

28th Dora Chadwick, Ronald Mark Baldwin 

30th Lottie Bird 

 R.I.P. 

  November In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s 

1st Jessie Hutchinson 

5th Mary Smith 

6th Samuel King 

8th Arthur Cable and Norah Cable 

9th Eileen Kate Pick 

10th Dr Karol Lozinski 

11th Wilfred Pugh, Ida Louisa Holt 

13th Rosamond Dyke 

14th Mary Eastwood, Sheila Lillian Pike 

16th Elizabeth Law, James Alexander Mitchell 

18th Abraham Sagar, Harold Eastwood 

20th Ada Chapman, Frank Eccles, Margaret Stockdale, John Holden 

23rd Hilda Smith, Yvonne Watson, Frank Shoesmith and Sarah Shoesmith 

24th Sam Lacey 

26th Nellie Rowson, Barry Dilworth Derham 

27th Louisa Schofield 

29th Sonia Andre Trotter, Doris Dodd 

30th John William Coates, Ronald Ellis Marshall 
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        St Stephen’s Branch 
 
 

 

Hello to all our members. 

 

We are all sorry to hear Barbara Howarth is in Blackburn hospital at the 

moment. We wish you well, Barbara, and send our love to you. 

 

Our lockdown continues. At times it feels like we‟re on a rollercoaster, 

having our hopes raised as we trundle to the top only to have them 

frustrated as new twists and turns are revealed and we find ourselves 

hurtling towards new lows. A bit dramatic perhaps, but you get the 

picture! 

 

How have you been filling your hours, I wonder? I sometimes feel there‟s 

an invisible pressure on me to keep busy and productive these days and 

have to tell myself it‟s ok to just do nothing! As we know, church has 

resumed, albeit in a new way and thanks to the hard work and 

dedication of others. Wearing face coverings, no singing (and no coffee 

time) have made things very different, yet possible to continue. It‟s 

amazing how quickly we are adapting to our new way of living. 

 

CELEBRATION CORNER 
 

November 
 

Very special birthday wishes to Betty Galloway for 

your VERY special birthday on the 4th. 
 

Heartfelt warmth and happy birthday wishes to 

Barbara Howarth for the 17th. 
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Ordinands (ADDO, doesn‟t the Church have some fancy titles?) and 

experience worship and outreach in other settings through a series of 

placements, the first being with St. James, Over Darwen, who are 

replanting a Church in an urban setting and I really can‟t wait to start. 

 

For anyone considering a further role in the Church, with 

any of the many training programmes now available, I urge 

you to ignore the doubts in your mind and start the 

exploration now. From my experience I am certain that 

you will find the journey rewarding. If you have felt the 

calling and allowed the enemy in your head to dissuade 

you, please think again because the call will keep nagging at 

you and Jesus really can‟t have too many hands and feet to 

spread his message of salvation to a hungry world. 

 

Dana Arcuri said: 
 

 

 “God pursues us. He pursues us in our brokenness. He pursues us in 

our misshaps. Despite our rebellion or resistance, He pursues us to the 

very end.” 

         Paul 

... Paul Hannah 
 

A strange year, 2020. A year in which time has had little meaning. A year 

that has seen the seasons come and go as if nothing was different when 

everything seems so different.  A year that has really taught us the truth 

of the statement “If you want to hear God laugh, tell him your plans”.  
 

Despite the many News channel prophesies of impending Armageddon, 

life really does go on, the world keeps turning and revealing God‟s 

wonders to us every day, we just have to keep our minds and hearts 

open to see them. 
 

2020 is also the year that I felt an increasing volume from 

the voice inside me telling me that God wanted me to do 

more for the Church that has become my home and you 

may remember that back in May, actually at Pentecost, 

Patrick announced that I wished to explore a vocation in 

the Church.  Despite feeling a strong calling, I was also full 

of reasons why I shouldn‟t -  I haven‟t been in the Church 

long enough;  I‟m too old; the list was, and is, almost 

endless. 

 

Six months on and numerous meetings with one of the Church of 

England‟s Vocational Discernment Advisors. My advisor, Paul, was 

immensely supportive and helped me to reflect on my motivations, skills 

and experience in an extremely enjoyable sequence of discussions, 
readings, and a little homework, without ever once telling me what he 

thought I should do. If I had decided to go no further, the journey would 

have been worthwhile for the way I was able to know myself, the 

teachings of the Church, as well as God‟s calling within me to a greater 

degree than ever before. 

 

I have now asked to be considered for Ordination and will work for the 

next few months with one of the Assistant Diocesan Directors of  
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Due to wet weekly weather Sunday school has resumed on 

Zoom rather than joining everyone outside.  It's been good 

to chat , pray and sing all together . We were sorry to miss 

Harvest,  especially as we were going to read our prayers 

out and try a little drama. 
 

We have continued with Zoom at least once a week. I was 

delighted to be asked one Sunday if we could have Zoom in 

the  evening to hear Bible stories! Something I couldn't 

refuse!!!! We had an emergency Zoom as one child wanted 

to say prayers together following a sad time . (She has 

continued with her own nightly prayer service ) That 

evening several children read Bible stories for us all to listen 

to. The children have engaged particularly well with many 

stories from the Old Testament. 
 

On returning into church in order to comply with Covid 

regulations each child/ family will have their own plastic 

wallet with felt tips, glue sticks and  reading book etc. We 

can no longer sit in a semi-circle for our Bible story and 

discussion but will sit in rows with distance between . 
 

We are extremely excited to return inside church and 

especially into our new Sunday School area. It will take a 

few weeks to sort things out fully but it will make an 

enormous difference to have our own space - a space 

where we can still feel to be part of the service . 
 

We will be following the lectionary readings as always but 

will also spend time discussing Remembrance, guardian 

angels and the beginning of Advent . 
 

Our children continue to amaze me with their honest 

questions and fantastic understanding.  The children and 

their families are a pleasure to be with . 
 

We send our love and prayers to you all. 
 

Sunday School News   
                       
                             from St Peter’s 

Meena 

A Cross in Queens Park  

following a picnic 

Harvest Paintings 

Harvest prayers which sadly we couldn't read 

out as it was too wet at church and Sunday 
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to God meant that they became 

aware, because they had got that 

forbidden knowledge from a stolen 

apple, and then felt the need to cover 

up their bodies with fig leaves! 

When the trees drop their leaves 

they are  recharging their energies to 

bloom again when God invites the 

Spring sunshine in to renew them all 

over again. God brings us seasons and 

he brings change to us if we earnestly 

seek Him.  Letting go of those things 

which God does not want us to 

hoard will change our lives if we live 

in obedience to Him. 

  

What are you holding onto today 

that is stopping God from blessing 

you?  Could it be saving money for a 

rainy day, when people are hungry, 

charities are underfunded , or when 

your church is struggling to pay those 

bills? Are we wearing Sunday clothes 

to honour God or to get admiring 

glances? Or is that church office more 

important to us than worshipping 

God in humility?  Does authority 

make you humble or authoritarian?  

We all are guilty of holding on to 

things that should be thrown away. If 

we seek God in prayer He will 

convict us and help us to know what 

they are.  

 

This may sound all  condemning and 

sombre, but like those trees in winter 

that look so bleak and bare, we can 

bloom again. In fact only by 

obedience  prayer and letting go  will 

we become better, stronger and 

more beautiful. 

          Christine Harbour writes ... 

 
Last month I wrote about unloved items being restored and made usable and 

loved all over again. This month it is a similar theme, with a twist.  Do you 

remember the TV programme 'Cash in the Attic'?  It was about presenters who 

rummaged in people's hoarded possessions and hopefully found valuable items 

to be sold for a profit.  

 

Sometimes as Christian's we hold onto things that are actually not valuable , but 

we think they are. Could be money (stewardship or generosity?) Do we give all 

to the poor or save prudently for a rainy day?.  Do we dress in sack cloth and 

ashes or don our best to serve the Lord our King?  So many confusing 

questions. - Take heart!  

 

We can learn from the trees. At 

this time of year they have grown 

from bud to blossom and full 

leafed through the summer,  and 

are now showing off their autumn 

glory of yellow  pink and red. 

Finally,  like fairies fluttering in the 

breeze they shed their leaves. All 

we can see in winter is their dark 

bare outline. A stark reminder 

that winter is here. 

 

Are we ourselves prepared to be 

so vulnerable and be made naked? 

Now I am not talking of sleazy 

pornographic magazines or even 

page.3 girls, who are 

photographed and blazened in 

some of the tabloid 

newspapers.    Read Genesis 3 

again!   It's true!  God actually 

made us to stay naked!!. 

 

Adam and Eve were totally at home with their nakedness . They were 

comfortable without clothes, as long as they were obedient to God,  and did 

not eat from the tree of knowledge.  In other words they were innocent like 

tiny tots who are quite happy to run around without any clothes. Disobedience 

 

 „There is a time and a season for 

everything under heaven, 

A time to seek, a time to lose,  

a time to keep and a time to cast away.’ 
(Ecclesiastes 3) 

 

Be blessed in the word of God. 

'Seasons come and seasons go, but 

the word of the Lord stands forever. 

Amen 
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Thank you to everyone for your 

kindness, communications  and 

prayers over the past few weeks.. 

Thinking about you all has been 

very  comforting.   
 

As you may  have already  seen  I’m back and raring to 

go ... 

Dear Father God, 

Thank You for Your unfailing love for me, Your 

blessings, and goodness. Thank You for Your 

faithfulness to guide me and see me through times 

of uncertainty, for lifting me up, and setting me on 

high. Thank You for Scripture that comforts and 

reminds me of Your promises, plan, and provision. 

Thank you for taking away my fears and worries, 

the what-ifs, and reminding me that my help 

comes from You. Help me be a good steward and to 

sow wisely. 

In Jesus  Name.  Amen  

      Keith xx 

Covid -19 ... 

   ... a Teenager’s Perspective 
 

As Covid 19 takes a toll all over the world it is not 

surprising that it has taken the top spot in the 24-

hour cycle. This is indeed right because nothing as 

profound as this has ever confronted us within our 

living memory. Covid 19 has shaken everybody to 
the core, gone are the days when it was all about 

Brexit or some form of a rocket launch in North 

Korea. Even the important American presidential 

elections that are now underway have been thrown 

into the shadows as we all collectively grapple with the rampaging virus.  

 

As Christians, it is our duty to pray to God for deliverance from this 

scourge so that the world can be healed and our life return to normal.  

We also have a duty as Christians to continue shining the spotlight on 

the other problems that occupied our thoughts before the coming of 

covid 19.  Indeed while the world is focused firmly on covid 19, wars are 

still going on and children are still dying in large numbers in conflict areas 

such as Yemen and Syria.  We need to pray for them. Defenceless 

women and the elderly are still being killed in large numbers in these 

zones of war. Those who survive have to contend with both physical and 

mental traumas of armed conflict. The scale of their losses and suffering 

is unimaginable. We must pray for them and ask for the return of peace 

and for the guns to fall silent so that the senseless killings can end.  We 

must also remember that while we are trying our best to shield 

ourselves from the virus, our Christian brothers and sisters are still 

being persecuted daily in china and other south Asian countries. The 

scale of their suffering is no less than that of the earlier Christians.  We 

must remember their pain, their sacrifice, and their prosecution through 

our prayers. 

 

On a lighter note, we are now counting days before Christmas.  I know 

what I am praying for regarding my Christmas present. 

       Andile 

’
 

The next PCC meeting is scheduled to take place at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 

10th November, covid regulations allowing. Please save the date in your 

diary. 
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If you wish for HAPPY feet 

A pair that’s always trim & neat 
No ingrown nails or awkward bumps, 

Feet that will carry you anywhere 
Give the feeling of walking on air. 
If these are the sort of feet for you ... 

 

... don’t hesitate to contact PAULA, your local chiropodist  
with over 25 years of experience. 

 

Ring 01282 838083 for an appointment to suit or  
to arrange for treatment in the comfort of your own home. 

On production of this advert, receive £5.00 off your first treatment.

Ministry? What exactly is it? It‟s a 

word with several definitions and 

contexts. It can mean “A person or 

thing through which something is 

accomplished”. Or to narrow it down 

to a religious meaning, “ The work 

that a religious person does that is 

based on or inspired by their religious 

beliefs”. No need to go into it more 

than that for our purposes. What 

matters is, that to the best of my 

knowledge, at least three people 

within our Benefice are currently 

exploring how to take their Christian 

ministry further with formal training 

and a view to being ultimately more 

effective as promoters of our faith.  

I am one of those three. We are said 

to be “Called by God.” Now I think, 

and you might think it too, given that 

a key aspect of Ministry is about 

talking to people, many of them 

strangers, sometimes even doing what 

salespeople call “cold calling”, that I‟m 

hardly what God is looking for. 

Because although I can just about 

deliver a service, say a few prayers, 

and even do a half decent talk to a 

congregation, I‟m utterly hopeless at 

going up to strangers and starting a 

conversation. A meal with a few 

friends - great. A party - terrified, 

awful, I just want to get out. Knocking 

on doors or going up to people in the 

street - I‟m shaking now at the 

thought of it.  

 

And   yet  I  feel  that  God  is  indeed  

 

 

Doing it Your Way 

  ... Some Thoughts on Ministry 
from Alan Roadley 

calling me. And there may be two 

reasons for that. He maybe wants to 

take me right out of my comfort zone, 

and show me that with faith and his 

Spirit within me, that I can actually do 

these things that I fear so much. Just 

look in the Bible and see how many 

times he does that.  
 

Or there could be another 

explanation. There could be more 

ways than one of witnessing. There 

could be a whole range of ways that 

work in bringing people to Christ and 

then strengthening them in faith. 

Maybe one size doesn‟t fit all when it 

comes to making disciples? Through 

his son, God commands everyone to 

make disciples of all nations. But he 

made us all different. With different 

g i fts ,  ab i l it ies , strengths and 

weaknesses. That suggests to me that 

whoever we are, with whatever 

talents we have to offer, we can find a 

way to get the job done.  

 

In other words; “Witness YOUR 

Way”. If you want to do it, God will 

find a way that works for you. For 

some it will be talking to strangers. 

For others it may be preaching, or 

teaching. Others may inspire by their 

good works, or their lifestyle and 

faithfulness. There‟s a thousand ways 

to make disciples. Just as I‟m hoping to 

do, find out which one is the one 

God‟s got lined up for YOU! And then 

go for it! 
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Spring is a season of the year which brings 

to light the wonders of the earth bringing  

new life and commemorating the 

resurrection of Jesus.  It‟s a wonderful and 

very inspirational and emotional time for 

many  as  we remember those close to us 

who have left this life. We give thanks for 

the legacy they have left us.  
 

To mark this special time  we will be 

planting spring daffodil  bulbs on the 

mound below the wooden  cross in  St 

Stephen‟s church yard. Notices  will be 

announced in church  to allow anyone 

who wishes to come along to  help with 

the planting. As always our friends from St 

Peter‟s would be most welcome to join 

us. 
 

If you have a spade or planting tool please 

bring this along with you. The proposed 

date of planting is Saturday November 

14th at 2.00 pm. Please  ask any of the 

wardens or Paul for details.  
 

If you would like to donate, there will be 

a donations box in church until the end of 

November, alternately the wardens or 

Judith would be pleased to receive 

donations.  
 

If there are any potential changes to this 

date, announcements will be made at 

church services.  

Keith & Paul  

Sponsored 

Walk 
 

 
 

As things stand, we are 

still able to complete 

the sponsored walk 

around Towneley as 

long as we remain in 

groups of no more than 

six people. So if you 

haven’t already done 

so, collect a sponsor 

form from church or 

email Pam asap. 
 

We will meet at 

the rotunda in  

Towneley Park  

at 10.30 am 

on Saturday  

7th November. 
 

Hope you can make it! 
 

It will be good to be 

outside, raising much-

needed funds for 

church. 
 

If you can’t make it, 

but would like to 

sponsor the walkers 

please hand your 

donation to one of the 

Wardens.  Thank you. 
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ST STEPHEN’S MEN’S GROUP  

aka THE BACON BUTTY BRIGADE 

Jim 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH RAILINGS  
 

Seven years ago the quote for repainting the railings and gates was £2000 

plus. We managed to do it „in-house‟. We didn‟t even bother with a 

quote this time.  £165 for paint was paid with other sundries donated. It 

took 40 man hours to complete, and I would like to thank Keith, John C, 

Geoff, Ralf and Philip who joined me at varying times along the way.  A 

good team effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

Following on from ‘Knowing the Scriptures Better’ the Diocese of 

Blackburn  are really pleased to introduce ‘A Child Shall Lead 

Them’, a daily devotional for Advent 2020. 

  

It has been written by clergy from across the Diocese for the 

people of this diocese and in it we travel through Advent towards 

the arrival of the long-awaited Christ-child, accompanied by Isaiah. 

Each day follows a similar pattern, starting on Advent Sunday and 

running through to Christmas Day. 

  

The resource will be available from the Diocesan website as a 

downloadable PDF, and a daily blog post, but if you would like a 

hard copy of the booklet please see Patrick who has ordered 50 

copies for each church. 

 ‘ A Child Shall lead them’ 
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St Stephen’s  

Readers’ Rota  

for October 

 

Sunday 1st November 

Elaine Taberner 

 

Sunday 8th November 

Philip Walmsley 

 

Sunday 15th November 

Edith Meek 

 

Sunday 22nd November 

John Hughes 

 

Sunday 29th November 

Christine Harbour 

 

Please let Jean know if you 

are unable to be there on 

your Sunday. 

 

01282 432986 
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Two people watched the same sunset. 
One said: “At times like this I am afraid. 
The sky is so vast, the sea so immense. 
In comparison, I’m a speck of dust, 
here today, gone tomorrow. 
When I look at the hugeness of 
creation, 
I feel my insignificance 
and I wonder what my life is all about.” 
 
The second person said: 
“What a glorious sunset! 
Just think! 
I am the reason that this exists. 
I am the only proof I have 
of all the beauty in this world. 
Without the gift of my life, 
the gift of my senses, 
all this would be as nothing. 
I praise God that the universe is held 
in the wonder of my being!” 

 

Aotearoa Psalms: Prayers of a New People 

Joy Cowley 
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Bolognese Bake 

Serves 6 

You will need a large, shallow ovenproof dish, about 1.7 litres/3 pints capacity  

 
INGREDIENTS 
 

1 tbsp olive oil 

2 onions, chopped 

2 celery sticks, finely chopped 

675g/1lb 8oz beef mince 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

2 tbsp tomato purée 

2 x 400g tins chopped tomatoes 

500ml/18fl oz beef stock 

2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 

 
METHOD 
 

 Heat the oil in a deep frying pan or flameproof casserole. Add the onions and 

celery and fry over a high heat for about 3 minutes, until starting to soften. Add 

the mince and fry until browned, breaking it up with two wooden spoons as it 

browns. 

 Add the garlic and tomato purée and stir for a few seconds. Stir in the tomatoes, 

stock, Worcestershire sauce and redcurrant jelly and season with salt and 

pepper. Cover and simmer over a low heat for 30–35 minutes. 

 Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6. 

 Melt the butter in a lidded frying pan, add the mushrooms and fry over a high 

heat for a minute. Cover with a lid and cook for 2 minutes. Remove the lid and 

fry over a high heat for 2 minutes, until the liquid has evaporated. Add the 

mushrooms and thyme to the mince and stir well. 

 Cook the pasta in boiling salted water until al dente. Drain well and run under 

cold water. Stir the pasta into the mince and check the seasoning. 

 Spoon into a large, shallow ovenproof dish. Sprinkle with the cheeses and bake 

for 25–30 minutes, or until golden and bubbling around the edges. Serve piping 

hot with a green salad or tomato salad. 
  

RECIPE TIPS 
 

This can be prepared in the dish up to 6 hours ahead, ready to bake and serve. Not 

suitable for freezing. 

(BBC Food) 

2 tsp redcurrant jelly 

1 tbsp butter 

250g/9oz chestnut mushrooms, sliced 

1 tbsp chopped fresh thyme leaves 

225g/8oz penne pasta 

50g/1¾oz cheddar, grated 

30g/1oz Parmesan, grated 

salt and freshly ground black pepper 

green or tomato salad, to serve 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/olive_oil
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/onion
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/celery
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/beef_mince
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/garlic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/tomato_puree
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/chopped_tomatoes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/beef_stock
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/worcestershire_sauce
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/redcurrant_jelly
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/chestnut_mushroom
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/thyme
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/pasta
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/cheddar_cheese
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/parmesan_cheese


 
The children at St Stephen's have settled back into 

school life really well and are enjoying time in their 

bubbles.  They are working on their new curriculum and this half 

term the theme is  'We Love Books'.  The children have adopted 

a new way of learning and now complete their homework using an app called 

seesaw.  This is a super platform that they are familiarising themselves with in 

the event of having to isolate.   
    

The children that have had to isolate have been tuning in to 

a Zoom call from their teacher at 9.30am and then 

completing  their learning throughout the day under the 

direction of the teacher and TAs.   
 

We are fortunate in that we have managed  to continue with our breakfast club 

and also some after school clubs such as dancing and sport.  Our worship club, 

school council and sports council are all still going ahead but are now in class 

bubble groups.  We had a virtual tour made of our school on Saturday so that 

prospective parents can visit the website and learn more about St Stephen's 

remotely. 
 

Our nurture suite is coming along really well and we hope that it will be 

completed in the next two weeks.  The kitchen is in and it looks fabulous!  Our 

children are very excited about it.  We will send a diary of photographs and the 

journey of the building after it is completed.  We are looking forward to Bishop 

Philip opening and blessing the suite on 4th November 2020.  Worship also 

looks very different at St Stephen's now as myself and Reverend Patrick have 

started to zoom our worships out to the classrooms.  The children really enjoy 

these. 
 

We are holding a non-uniform day on 16th October and  

the children will be wearing the colours of the Ethiopian  

flag and donating some money in support of the Bishop's  

Harvest 'Tearfund' Appeal this year.  The children really  

enjoyed watching the video from the diocese and are  

looking forward to helping the village fundraise for a clean water system. 
 

Our Eco Warriors have been growing potatoes and preparing seeds and selling 

them to parents.  Mrs Wild has done an amazing job making school look so 

fabulous.  The Poly tunnel has been well used and the planters are bursting with 

new plants.  We are working towards being awarded the green flag eco 

schools award and we have met all the criteria so we are very 

hopeful. 
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J Roberts 

The Advent wreath has five candles.  For each of the four Sundays before 

Christmas a candle is lit on the wreath 
 

For the first two weeks a purple candle is lit. 

On the third week a pink one is lit and on the fourth week a purple one. 

Finally, on Christmas Day the final candle is lit - this is a white one. 

 

Now colour the picture: 

   Week 1   - God’s Promise 

   Week 2   - The Prophets 

   Week 3  - John the Baptist 

   Week 4   - The Virgin Mary 

   Christmas - Jesus is born 


