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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  

   St Peter’sSt Peter’sSt Peter’s   

Sunday 20th December 
11.00 am:  Holy Communion 
  6.00 pm:  Carol Service 
 

Wednesday 23rd December 
NO Midweek Communion 

 
Thursday 24th December 

Christmas Eve 
4.30 pm:  Nativity Service 
11.30 pm:  Midnight Service 
 

Friday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

11.00 am:  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 27th December 
for St Stephen’s Day 

JOINT Service of Holy Communion 
at St Stephen’s 

 
Wednesday 30th December 

2.30 pm: Midweek Communion 
 

Sunday 3rd January 
11.00 am: Epiphany Communion 
  4.30 pm: Christingle Workshop/ 
  Service 

CHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMAS   

SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCE E E    
TTTIIIMMMEEESSS   

 St Stephen’sSt Stephen’sSt Stephen’s   
Sunday 20th December 

10.00 am:  Holy Communion 
  3.30 pm:  St Stephen’s  
   Celebrates   
   Christmas with 
   Christingle 
 

Wednesday 23rd December 
NO Midweek Communion 

 
Friday 25th December 

Christmas Day 
10.00 am:  Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 27th December 
for St Stephen’s Day 

10.00 am:  Holy Communion 
   JOINT SERVICE 
 

Sunday 3rd January 
for Epiphany 

10.00 am:  Holy Communion 
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Friends, it has been a tough year, all too much time spent in Lockdown which 

has felt like solitary confinement to many. We have endured the spring 

isolation, had some freedom in the summer before Tier 3 became lockdown 

again this autumn and now with the hour difference, the long nights of darkness 

add to the gloom of this lockdown. Also through the year we have lost a lot of 

markers in time that help us regulate our lives, we have missed Good Friday 

and Easter, Walking Day and Summer fairs, birthdays have been diminished and 

many family gatherings postponed. 
 

So whilst I sound like a gloomy Eyeore summing up the year, I am looking 

forward to celebrating Advent and the dawn of light back in our lives, physically 

after December 21st, the shortest day, and Spiritually with the birth of Jesus, the 

light of the world at Christmas. 
 

One Advent hymn has been on my mind these past few days, it is by 

Bernadette Farrell.  Each verse is a prayer of longing and the first verse and 

chorus, sum up how I am feeling 

a the moment: 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 

shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness 

Christ be our light, shine in your church 

Gathered today. 
 

It might seem ironic that the chorus ends with “Gathered today” as we can‟t 

gather at the moment, and I am hopeful that some Christmas services can 

happen, but at the time of writing nothing is certain. The sentiment of the verse 

is that whilst we are in darkness now, the light will come. The spiritual light of 

Jesus will be renewed at Christmas as we celebrate his birth. 
 

I would encourage you to remind yourself of this through the month, perhaps 

by lighting candles at home, maybe make yourself an Advent ring of 5 candles 

and light one each Sunday, with more candles each week. I‟d encourage you to 

follow the Advent readings of hope and light on  the  daily  prayer  app.  There 

will be an Advent Course, probably on Zoom, on Wednesday nights and  will 

be an Advent Course, probably on Zoom, on Wednesday nights and Thursday 

mornings, (see over the page for details)           /continued ... 

Information 

 

Thank you to Barbara Marshall who 

has provided us with the following 

information which could prove very 

useful during the present crisis:  

 

 BURNLEY TOGETHER HUB is staying 

open for the foreseeable future and 

continue to inform on food parcels, 

meals on wheels, prescription 

collecting, and dog walking amongst a 

host of other things. The phone lines 

are open seven days a week from 9 - 

5pm. They are also on line and on 

Facebook. Local number is 01282 

686402. 

 BURNLEY CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU 

is based in Croft Street.  Phone 

01282 616750. opening times are 

variable. I can confirm that they are 

open 9-12 on Tuesdays and 9-

3pm  on Wednesdays. 

 CARERS’ LINK is based in Accrington 

where they have a shop and cafe 

which is open Monday to Friday 9 - 

5pm.  Carers‟ assessments are being 

carried out over the phone. 

01254 387444. 

 ADVOCACY FOCUS is also based in 

Accrington and they are taking 

referrals by phone. 0300 323 0965, 

or look online.  This is a very useful 

service if you having problems with 

the NHS or Social Services and feel 

you are not being listened to or 

understood. Advocacy will support 

you and advise you of your rights. 

       

Please ensure that all articles for the 

FEBRUARY magazine are submitted no 

later than 15th January:   

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 

For mental health problems,  

 

 MINDS MATTER - locally based at 

Gannow Lane Resource Centre, is 

self referral.  Opening hours are:  

9-5pm phone 657268, Out of 

hours the number is 657222. It  is 

manned by the Crisis Team and is 

open 24hours a day.  

 THE SAMARITANS help line is also 

24 hours and their number is 

116123.  

 

There are many other Organisations 

that deal with mental health for all 

age groups, their details are on the 

Internet. If you have a mental health 

problem don‟t suffer in silence there 

is help and advice out there. 
    

Barbara    
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Patrick 

Another free resource from the 

diocese is an Advent booklet called “A 

little child shall lead them” which has a 

page of reflection for each day of 

Advent written by a different person.  

The booklet will be available at Church 

when we are open for prayer and it 

may be delivered with this magazine. I 

ordered 60 copies for each church so 

hopefully there will be plenty to go 

around. 
 

We need these resources to give us 

focus when all around is dark and bleak. 

As we have endured this year of 

lockdown we know God has been 

present. As we come to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus let his light shine again in 

our lives of faith with hope and joy. 
 

When it comes, and however we end 

up celebrating Christmas, may you 

know the light and peace of the Christ 

child each day, in your lives, homes and 

families. 

 

 

All being well, it is hoped that there 

will be a joint service of 

Confirmation at St Stephen’s at 

10.30 am on Sunday 31st 

January 2021.   

If anyone wishes to be confirmed, 

please let Patrick know as soon as  

possible, and some final preparations 

sessions will be planned for the three 

week prior to the Service. 

ADVENT COURSE 
 

Exploring the pre-Christmas story 

of how it all began, using 4 stories 

from Luke‟s Gospel. Each one will 

be available on two occasions on: 
 

Wednesday 7pm  

at St Stephen’s  
 

Thursday 10.30am  

at St Peter’s.  
 

If we can‟t meet in person, we will 

use Zoom, please contact your Vi-

sion Champion if you want to re-

ceive the Zoom link. 
 

Part 1 November 25th/26th –  

Luke 1:5-23, Zechariah part one 
 

Part 2 December 2nd/3rd  

Luke 1:24-38. The Annunciation 
 

Part 3 December 9th/10th  

Luke 1:39-56. Mary and Elizabeth 
 

Part 4 December 16th/17th  

Luke 2:57-80.  

The birth of John the Baptist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity , will be pre 

recorded by local churches and 

available on YouTube in January. 

Watch out for details! 

Stewart and Sandra 

ST PETER’S 100 CLUB 
 

This has been in abeyance during the last 

year but Heather is prepared to restart it in 

the New Year. 
 

It is open to everyone and you may have 

more than one number. 
 

If you wish to join or rejoin please speak to 

Heather on 01282 432775 
 

It is a good fund raiser for the Church and 

we certainly need it at the present time 

 

Hello Everyone! 
 

What a year we have had!!  We hope you are all well, keeping warm and dry 

and looking forward to a less-stressful year ahead. 
 

We have had the building work, the organ work, roof repairs and boiler work 

done, all of which has cost more than anticipated so if you feel you are able to 

contribute anything at all to help with the increased costs, it would be greatly 

appreciated and if possible please gift aid any donation you make. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard helping to clean and tidy up 

the Church and bring it back to normal.  We are extremely grateful. 
 

Hopefully we will soon be enjoying our normal services in Church but in the 

meantime the Church is open on Sunday and Wednesday, 11am – 12noon for 

private prayer observing strict covid 19 safety regulations. 
 

Our Sunday School children have created some wonderful pieces of art work 

and craft work during the year, under very difficult circumstances, and this is 

thanks to the dedicated hard work of Meena and her helpers.  
 

Our very sincere thanks to all the Sidespeople. We really appreciate your help. 
 

Best wishes to everyone for Christmas and especially 2021!!Take care every-

one, stay safe. 

Could 

you 

please  
 
 

let me have your collecting 

box for emptying. If I am not 

available please leave the box 

with the wardens. 

If you would like to have a box 

please speak to me. 
 

Many thanks 

Andree Eastwood 

7 
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KEEPING UP APPEARANCES – A 

ROUNDUP OF 2020 

 

Over the last 12 months we have 

seen many changes within the church 

in general. We have all learnt many 

things we wouldn‟t have learnt if the 

terrible pandemic hadn‟t hit the 

world with such an adverse effect.  
 

Looking at all the positives, yes there 

are positives, bringing  us closer 

together albeit on a computer screen 

or on the tele. This has given us a 

positive insight into where we are in 

the Church and where we are going 

in the future. This all boils down to a 

fine line  on how we perceive our 

buildings and the people who use our 

buildings as community centres and 

most importantly for worship and 

prayer. 

A plan was set out three or four 

years ago to transform St Stephen‟s 

church interior  into a building fit for 

purpose for the whole community 

and worship.   We have so far kept 

up to our vision as a church but 

there‟s lots more to do and  many  

opportunities waiting to be explored. 

Yes we have had setbacks,  but this 

has been cancelled out by the spirit of 

willingness of people who are always 

up for a challenge.   This may be an 

ideal time to announce that much 

work has been ongoing for St 

Stephen‟s brochure. This was put on  

hold, however we are confident that it  

will see the light of  day in 2021. 

Watch this space!  It is impressive,  if 

we do say so  ourselves!  

 

We can pride ourselves at St Stephen‟s 

that the many people who use their 

talents and time to good effect to 

make the whole aspect of church life 

run like clockwork is heartwarming.   

We leave 2020 with confidence that 

2021 will bring new opportunities for 

our church as we seek  new horizons 

with an exciting outlook.  

At the time of writing we wait with 

anticipation for the quinquennial 

report from  our church architect. The 

wardens and the incumbent will look 

at this, then report to the PCC in due 

course. The report will be sent to  the 

Diocesan Advisory Committee in 

Blackburn also.  

 

Some of you may have noticed  the 

completion of the WW1 west 

window. After a long period of time 

this has been a worthwhile project but 

somewhat tiresome at stages of 

planning but a  rewarding learning  

curve. The window is of significant 

importance and an important part 

of our parish. The wardens would 

like to  thank all who have  contri-

buted to this important project. 

After all the positive comments 

from the general public it‟s worth 

mentioning that after all  it was a 

fantastic project to work on, 

keeping alive the memories of the  

men of our parish  who fought and 

died in WW1. 
 

CHURCH ORGAN 
 

At the last PCC meeting it was 

discussed regarding the current 

organ situation at church. You may 

be aware that the organ came 

second hand from St Peter‟s over 

twenty-odd  years ago. Without 

being too technical about the 

installation there are many faults 

on the organ, in other words,  it‟s 

seen better days. Although the 

console looks quite impressive, the 

workings of the thing leaves a lot 

to be desired.  We  have  now 

been given the task by the PCC  of 

looking into the possibilities of 

replacing the instrument in the 

near future.  
 

The diocese has two organ  

advisors. Both have been contacted 

and given their opinions on the 

instrument. Dr G Sumner had  

given his opinion and is aware of St 

Stephen‟s organ.  Mr Tom Bell the 

second organ advisor has agreed to 

come along and talk to the PCC 

when we are able to do so.  We 

will     also   explore     and     take  

 

comments from the organists from St 

Peter‟s and St Mathews churches, 

although both  church installations are 

pipe, it is very likely we would be looking 

in the direction of a digital electronic 

installation  and not pipe.  
 

You may have had the pleasure to  read 

Rev Peter Wodeman‟s article on music 

in churches and indeed St Stephen‟s. Our 

good friend and past Vicar kindly obliged 

when asked by Keith to advise on the 

current organ installation at St Stephen‟s.  

\You can read his comments on page 11. 

 

Unfortunately the need for a re-

placement organ is quite an issue  so 

please do consider how you may be able 

to help.  
 

KEEPING THE CHURCH AS A BRIGHT 

SHINING STAR.  
 

We look forward to Advent and  

Christmas time where we can prepare 

to celebrate the coming of our Saviour 

Jesus Christ.   Pandemic or no pandemic 

our church will enjoy and celebrate in 

whatever way we can under the current 

circumstances. There will be an Advent 

candle, there will be a crib tableau , 

there will be flowers and decorations,  

8 
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Please be aware that  

after lockdown ,,,  

hopefully from  

(and including) 

Sunday 6th December the 

Sunday Morning Service 
of  

Holy Communion  
at St Stephen’sat St Stephen’sat St Stephen’s   

will  be at  
10.00 am10.00 am10.00 am   

Every Sunday 

there will be light!  We will continue as a 

church to serve our people and the 

community  in the best way we possibly  

can. 
 

We can now announce that when we 

return to public services the new time will 

be 10am on Sundays. We have listened to 

the people who aren‟t able to attend at 

9.30am due to difficulties. It‟s hoped you‟ll 

try and attend and join in with us,  private 

prayer or public worship.  
 

A final Thank you to all who attended the 

private prayer session  for the 

Remembrance service at St Stephen‟s, it 

was good to see so many people attending 

this extremely poignant way of  prayer,  

keeping  to the strict rules of the diocese 

and government guidelines,  of course!  
 

We continue to open  our doors for private 

prayer on Wednesdays at 2.30pm and 10am 

on Sunday‟s both times for one hour. It‟s 

wonderful to see our church in the 

quietness  to enable us to reflect,  pray,  in 

a warm comfortable environment. A change 

from the hustle and bustle and trials  of life 

as we know it. Light of the World 
 

 

Have a lovely and holy Christmas  

and a very Happy New Year.  
 

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul 
 

Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate 

your birth, may we begin to see the world in the 

light of understanding you give us. As you chose 

the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive 

the greatest news the world had ever known, so 

may we worship you in meekness of heart. May 

we also remember our brothers and sisters less 

fortunate than ourselves in this season of giving. 

Amen.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

(Quote from Johnny Cash) 

 

In the summer of 1977, I became the eleventh Vicar of St Stephen‟s.  I don‟t 

think I had ever visited East Lancashire before then, but Ann was a native, 

having been born in Burnley on Casterton Avenue. 

 

When we arrived in the parish, we soon realised our good fortune, for we 

found a lively church with many flourishing organisations, a large Sunday School 

and Mothers‟ Union, youth groups, a men‟s fellowship, and plenty of music- 

making, notably the Op and Dram and the Concert Party.  The Pantomime 

Society was soon to be added to their number.  A special joy for us was the 

Sunday worship, led by the choir, trained by the talented and inspirational 

organiser and choirmaster, Kenneth Healey. 

 

Music has always played an important role in church worship, especially the 

singing of hymns.  The popularity of the BBC‟s „Songs of Praise‟ testifies to their 

enduring appeal.  During the Covid-19 pandemic which has forced the 

authorities to say that no more than thirty people can attend a funeral service, 

bereaved families often ask for a well-known hymn to be played on the organ at 

some point during the service. 

 

The present organ at St Stephen‟s, which came second-hand from St Peter‟s is 

definitely showing its age and only part of it is still playable.  By their skilful 

playing of the instrument, Jean and Edith manage to conceal its deficiencies, but 

I am told that a replacement will at some time in the future be needed. 

 

I have always believed that an 

organ is the best instrument 

with which to accompany 

congregational singing.  I look 

forward to the day when St 

Stephen‟s can once again have an 

instrument worthy of a church 

which has such a strong musical 

tradition. 

    

 Peter Wodeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to everyone 

for all the cards, gifts and good 

wishes received on my 80th 

Birthday.   

 

I had a lovely day in spite of 

lockdown!! 

 Betty xxx 
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Vision Champion Update 
 
I think I should make things clear concerning my role as Vision Champion at 

St.Peter‟s by giving you the latest position. I had stated that it was my intention 

to give up the post and make way for a potential new candidate. My thinking 

was that it was less likely that someone would come forward if I was still in 

post. I am still very much of the opinion that a fresh face would be no bad thing. 

It‟s important that we have some turnover of jobs and roles and that new faces 

from younger generations play their part in leadership, keeping the Church 

fresh and relevant. However, I also have in mind that we expect to be in 

interregnum next year and looking for a new incumbent. It may not show us in 

the best light if we have no Vision Champion in place. So I am willing to 

continue fulfilling the role at least until April and until such time as a new 

person should come forward. I am also happy to work alongside a Junior Vision 

Champion, and/or a deputy or trainee Vision Champion. But don‟t think I‟m 

doing it for ever! I may well be developing my service to God in fresh 

directions in the New Year. You, me, the Church, we all need to keep moving 

on. So if God suggests to you that you could be our Vision Champion, even if 

you disagree, trust him. He‟ll make it work for you. 

 

Alan Roadley   
Vision Champion (for now!) 

 

Witness Crosses 
 

If you‟ve got a good memory (I haven‟t) you will remember that just before the 

first lockdown I was offering for sale small pin on “Witness Crosses”, which 

discreetly advertise your Christianity. A simple act of Witness to Christ. I still 

have most of them. As soon as we can reopen I will be bringing them to 

Church to sell, at the price of £1.50 each. If you want one, just come up to me 

and ask.  If you are a St. Stephen‟s person, don‟t worry, if you want one I will 

get them to you. Just ask! 

 

Alan   075 8855 6640  alan@alanroadley.net 

The   

   Christmas Fair that Wasn’t 
Fundraising Event. 

 

So, what happened to the Christmas Fair this year ... and the Spring/

Summer Fair, come to that?  Well, I think we all know the answer, don‟t 

we! 

 

But next year‟s going to be great!  Yes, it really is, and we‟re going to be 

able to hold the usual fundraisers which are huge contributors to the 

finances of our Church.  You‟ll notice I used a capital letter for the word 

„Church‟, because I‟m not just talking about the church buildings ... I‟m 

talking about US, the CHURCH.  We need to be able to grow our 

congregations, to reach out to those in our communities and bring them 

in to grow the people of God.   

 

When this pandemic is over, we need to be in a position where we have 

a warm, welcoming church building to greet people.  We need to be in a 

position to help those in need .. and there is likely to be many more in 

need of our help.  In other words, we don‟t want to be saying, we have 

no money to do what we have always done in the past.  We will want to 

be using our energies to think how we can bring the Good News of God 

to the people of Burnley.  
 

And so, please think about what you would have spent at the Christmas Fair, 

had there been one.  Let‟s make that donation to the work of our Church in 

thanksgiving for all God has given us, and will give us in the future.  There 

should be an envelope attached here.  Please use it if you possibly can and, if 

you can‟t get to church yourself, hand it to someone to give to one of our 

Churchwardens. 

 

Thank you to all, and have a Safe, Happy Christmas, and 

a Peaceful and Prosperous New Year. 

 



 

There‟s a saying that all you need for 

travelling is a credit card and a 

toothbrush. I‟ve known a couple of 

people who got pretty close to that. 

Whereas myself, despite having 

learned when I‟ve been cycle camping 

that excess baggage really is 

unwelcome and a hindrance, I still 

tend towards too much rather than 

too little. And whether you‟re going 

to the next street or flying to 

Australia, having too much baggage to 

lug around always makes moving 

quickly harder. 

 

Hold that thought while I introduce 

someone you may know. Elon Musk. 

Heard of him? PayPal, SpaceX. And of 

course Tesla. He‟s behind them all, 

and more. Not necessarily the sort of 

person you warm too, but a 

remarkable achiever nevertheless. 

Tesla, in case you aren‟t aware, is a 

brand of electric car. Some would say 

THE electric car. Although a relatively 

new company, they now sell over a 

million cars a year. As of last month, 

the Tesla 3 now outsells the BMW 3 

series by quite some margin. 

 

Now you should know, it‟s really, 

really difficult to take on the 

established car making giants, who 

have years of experience behind them 

and huge resources. So how has Elon 

Musk managed to effectively catch 

them out and become such a big 

player so quickly? There are lots of  

reasons,   but   let‟s   look at just two.  

And let‟s think how they apply to 

Church too! 

 

HE TOOK A RISK: 
 

Instead of taking the cautious, safe, 

steady approach he threw everything 

at what he believed in. Such a strategy 

nearly brought him down. He almost 

went bust. But not quite. Thanks to 

his faith in what he was doing and 

staying with it when the going got 

tough, he succeeded. 

 

HE HAD NO BAGGAGE: 
 

Yes, we‟re back to baggage again. The 

thing is, the old established car makers 

have lots of baggage. They have 

traditions to honour, certain things 

that existing customers expect. They 

also have a lot of different types of 

people to try and satisfy. As well as 

developing new types of cars; electric, 

hybrid, hydrogen and so on for new 

circumstances, they also have to 

spend lots of resources developing 

older technologies, like petrol and 

diesel, because some people still want 

those. So they are running around in 

circles trying to please everyone.  

/continued ... 

Too Much Baggage? 
Tesla by comparison has no historical baggage to slow it down and a single- 

minded focus on one type of car. 
 

So, the Church. We possibly, well in fact I would say definitely, have a bit too 

much excess baggage. Plainly we can‟t just throw it all out of the window and 

start again. But it‟s also true that we will find it very hard to move on 

successfully in the future if we don‟t take the odd risk or two. And if we don‟t 

take on board that we have 

to let some things that have 

outlived their purpose go, 

we won‟t have the resources 

and time to do new things. 

No-one says it‟s easy to do. 

It might even be painful. But 

as I was reminded every 

time I came to a hill on my 

over-laden bike, too much 

baggage always slows you 

down and tries to stop you 

moving forward. 

   Alan 
 

 

a comfort zone 

is a beautiful place 

but nothing 

ever grows there. 
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(Linda Pounder    

                      St Stephen’s Vision Champion)
 

At the Annual Parochial Church Council meeting I gave a a report 

on Vision 2026 at St Stephen‟s, commenting on the services, events 

and projects that had taken place during 2018/2019. I ended the report by 

saying: ‘But is it enough?’ 
 

When you look at what we do. Are we expecting people to come to us? We 

need to be more courageous and meet with the community. Getting to know 

what we can do for them. Vision 2026 is about making disciples and we need to 

meet with people and not just wait for them to come to us. 
 

The first Sunday in Advent is the beginning of the churches year, and next year 

will be challenging in many ways. Patrick will be leaving us for a new parish and 

we will need to find a new incumbent to join us. The Sunday school is looking 

for a new leader. We will probably continue to live with the restrictions and 

worries that the covid pandemic brings until a vaccine becomes available to 

everyone. 
 

With all this in mind I am asking everyone to come together and pray. To ask 

God to help us with our vision, church and personal concerns . To be still and 

allow God to speak to us. To be still,  to 

concentrate our mind to think about 

what we as a Church can and should be 

doing to reach  the wider community. 

Know that God will answer! 
 

I would invite you all to join together in 

prayer and stillness on the first Sunday in 

Advent (29 November) between 10 and 

11am. The church will be open for 

private prayer during that time and the 

screens will have prayers and reflections 

to aid you.   If you cannot be in church 

then I hope you will join us in prayer 

from your homes. 
 

May I wish you all a Happy and prayerful 

Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

God speaks in the silence of the heart.  

Listening is the beginning of prayer." - 

(Mother Teresa) 

 

Join in Prayer for  

St Stephen’s 

FUTURE VISION 

on Sunday  

29th November10-11am 

in Church or at Home 
 How do we reach out to our 

Community? 

 How can we encourage young 

families to join us? 

 What are we looking for in a 

future incumbent? 

These and other questions need  

to be answered.  We need you to 

pray and listen to what God  

may be saying to you. 

Jot down any thoughts you may 

have and let Linda have them - it 

doesn‟t matter how simple they 

may seem . 

16 17 



19 18 

St. Peter‟s held its socially 

distanced 2020 Annual Meetings 

(technically there are two of 

them) in October.  In a normal 

year they would fall in April or 

May, but of course 2020 hasn‟t 

been a normal year. 

 

Sandra Davies and Stewart 

Hacking were re-elected as 

Churchwardens. Alice Binns, 

Ethel Jessop, Meena Tomlinson 

and Peter Pike were re-elected 

to the PCC, and Christine 

Hacking and Jason Walsh were 

co-opted again as members. Alan 

Roadley will represent St. Peter‟s 

on the Deanery Synod after Di 

Holden decided to stand down. 

The number on the Electoral 

Roll is now 73. Copies of the 

2019 Report and Accounts are 

still available, either as a paper 

copy or by email as a download. 

 

We very much hope that we can 

have the 2021 meeting in April 

or May, and that more of you 

will be able to attend. 

 

Alan Roadley  PCC 
Secretary     07588 6640  
alan@alanroadley.net 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 2020 

 

As you are  aware it has 

been a very difficult time 

not being able to do any 

flowers in Church but we are hoping to 

decorate the church for christmas as and 

when details will follow later.  
 

On behalf of the Flower Guild,  A  Very 

Happy Christmas and best wishes for a 

peaceful New Year.  
 

Thanks to  everyone for there support.  

Alice  

 Sanctuary Towneley 

3rd Vacant Vacant 

10th Vacant Mrs E Dawson 

17th Vacant Vacant 

24th Vacant Vacant 

31st Vacant Vacant 

... from the 
Tomlinson's . 

During our recent illness and isolation 

we have received so many kind text 
messages, phones calls, offers of help 

and prayers . Your love and support 

has been really appreciated. 

Meena, Philip & WIlliam 

 

 

 

 
 

After many years‟ service representing St Peter‟s on the Burnley Deanery 

Synod,  Diana Holden decided not to stand for re-election.  
 

On behalf of the PCC and the whole of St Peter‟s,  I‟d like to extend our 

sincere thanks for the contribution to the life of the Deanery.   

 

Anyone who knows Di will know that not only is she passionate about our 

Church and people, but that she also has a genuine Christian desire to reach 

out to and work with our neighbouring Churches and indeed the whole 

town.  Her input to discussion, based on solid faith and accumulated wisdom, 

backed up with action, will have done much good to our local Churches.  
 

Thanks so much Di! 
 

Alan Roadley.  PCC Secretary, St.Peter’s 
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St. Peter‟s held its socially 

distanced 2020 Annual Meetings 

(technically there are two of 

them) in October.  In a normal 

year they would fall in April or 

May, but of course 2020 hasn‟t 

been a normal year. 

 

Sandra Davies and Stewart 

Hacking were re-elected as 

Churchwardens. Alice Binns, 

Ethel Jessop, Meena Tomlinson 

and Peter Pike were re-elected 

to the PCC, and Christine 

Hacking and Jason Walsh were 

co-opted again as members. Alan 

Roadley will represent St. Peter‟s 

on the Deanery Synod after Di 

Holden decided to stand down. 

The number on the Electoral 

Roll is now 73. Copies of the 

2019 Report and Accounts are 

still available, either as a paper 

copy or by email as a download. 

 

We very much hope that we can 

have the 2021 meeting in April 

or May, and that more of you 

will be able to attend. 

 

Alan Roadley  PCC 
Secretary     07588 6640  
alan@alanroadley.net 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 2020 

 

As you are  aware it has 

been a very difficult time 

not being able to do any 

flowers in Church but we are hoping to 

decorate the church for christmas as and 

when details will follow later.  
 

On behalf of the Flower Guild,  A  Very 

Happy Christmas and best wishes for a 

peaceful New Year.  
 

Thanks to  everyone for there support.  

Alice  

 Sanctuary Towneley 

3rd Vacant Vacant 

10th Vacant Mrs E Dawson 

17th Vacant Vacant 

24th Vacant Vacant 

31st Vacant Vacant 

... from the 
Tomlinson's . 

During our recent illness and isolation 

we have received so many kind text 
messages, phones calls, offers of help 

and prayers . Your love and support 

has been really appreciated. 

Meena, Philip & WIlliam 

 

 

 

 
 

After many years‟ service representing St Peter‟s on the Burnley Deanery 

Synod,  Diana Holden decided not to stand for re-election.  
 

On behalf of the PCC and the whole of St Peter‟s,  I‟d like to extend our 

sincere thanks for the contribution to the life of the Deanery.   

 

Anyone who knows Di will know that not only is she passionate about our 

Church and people, but that she also has a genuine Christian desire to reach 

out to and work with our neighbouring Churches and indeed the whole 

town.  Her input to discussion, based on solid faith and accumulated wisdom, 

backed up with action, will have done much good to our local Churches.  
 

Thanks so much Di! 
 

Alan Roadley.  PCC Secretary, St.Peter’s 
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Just as we returned to Sunday school in church we went back into lockdown so 

Zoom continues ! We enjoyed being in our new room and it was good to sing 

and pray together . There was plenty of room to spread out and over the 

coming weeks we will sort the room out . 
 

The beginning of Advent will be on Zoom so I'm hoping we can all make an 

advent candle wreath together and explore the meaning of each candle .  The 

children are really good at prayers so I'm hopeful they will write some fantastic 

prayers each week around their candles.  As we look forward to the birth of 

Jesus we will be reminded to be watchful and ready not only to celebrate 

Jesus's birth but to anticipate his return. 
 

All the children will receive a ' real chocolate advent calendar' from church and 

a very beautiful God Venture sticker calendar and book . We have been put 

forward to receive these gifts by the Blackburn Diocese because of our socio 

economic position . We are very grateful for the support from the Diocese for 

these calendars and magazines . 
 

We really hope to hold our nativity service as usual. As this is in tableau form 

with minimal interaction I'm hopeful this will be 

workable . 

 
 

Light of the World Workshop 
 

This was a really happy event . It was our first 

time together in the back rooms . We spent 

time discussing the importance of light for us 

and looking at the times in the Bible when there 

was darkness . We read and discussed the 

Transfiguration story and the light that glowed . 
 

Lots of wonderful glittered and glowing candles, 

glass jars and lanterns were made . 
 

Many thanks to Carol Waddington and Joan for 

their fantastic creative support and to Pam 

McGrath for her posters and Jesus stickers . 

 

Please keep our families in your prayers . 

 

Love from us all in Sunday school xx 

Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

ItItIt’’’sss   sososo   

gggood to ood to ood to 

be be be    

together!together!together!   
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If you wish for HAPPY feet 

A pair that’s always trim & neat 
No ingrown nails or awkward bumps, 

Feet that will carry you anywhere 
Give the feeling of walking on air. 
If these are the sort of feet for you ... 

 

... don’t hesitate to contact PAULA, your local chiropodist  
with over 25 years of experience. 

 

Ring 01282 838083 for an appointment to suit or  
to arrange for treatment in the comfort of your own home. 

On production of this advert, receive £5.00 off your first treatment.
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        St Stephen’s Branch 
 

Hello to all our members. 
 

It‟s not an easy task to decide on what to write without an active programme. 

The purpose of my little page has usually been to look back at the previous 

month‟s activities and events, reviewing guest speakers and looking into next 

month to advertise up and comings. You can see the problem here with no 

programme at all! 
 

So to end the year on a light hearted note I‟ve picked out six meetings from the 

last two years, using just three descriptive words or phrases for each. 
 

Here goes ... 

 

Jack’s Journey, Revd Alex Frost upon becoming a priest, April „18 

revealing, surprising, funny (of course) 
 

On the Colonial Trail, Keith and Linda‟s USA Road Trip, May „18 

educative, entertaining, brilliant 
 

Burnley Batch Gin Night, October „18 

popular, happy, boozy 
 

Pendleside Hospice, with Chris Cheeseman, July „19 

eye-opening, humbling, thought-provoking 
 

Songs, Sayings and Scones, October „19 

Light-hearted, heart-warming, diverse 
 

Paint and Prosecco with Vanessa, November „19 

achievable, satisfying, great fun 

 

On a personal note, Vanessa‟s Paint and Prosecco was 

one of my favourites. It drew a great crowd and much 

fun was had. I‟m not particularly arty or crafty. 

However, I really felt I had achieved something that 

evening and went home proudly clutching my 

decorated heart. It‟s still on display on my kitchen 

window sill. 
 

Just to end, I‟m thinking of the lady who came to speak to us about Ancient 

Egypt, I think it was in 2017. If you were there I‟ll leave you to think of your 

own adjectives for that night. The phrase I‟ve conjured up is: 

jaw-droppingly expensive!                    /continued ... 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION CORNER 
 

December, 2020  
 

Many happy returns to you Jean Beeston (2nd. And a very special 0) 

Two birthdays for December 11th. 

Special birthday wishes to you Renie Pearson 

A very happy birthday to you Linda Hannah 

 

January, 2021 
 

Jackie Cosway (10th), with our wedding anniversary on the 3rd. 

Barbara Catlow, enjoy your special 0 birthday on the 13th. 

Elaine Taberner, birthday wishes to you for the 18th. 
 

Peace and Christmas blessings. 

 

 

PS.   2021 subscription (£25) due in January 
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Due to Covid regulations school choirs can only meet as a bubble . Cur-

rently only year 6 children in the choir are meeting  as two separate bub-

bles . They are extremely excited to be singing for the Benefice Advent 

online service . At this time of year school choir would normally be prepar-

ing to sing at nursing homes, St Peter's Carol service and Municipal Carol 

Concert. 

 

We hope you enjoy our performance. 
 

Meena 
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hoping we can actually share this Christmas with our loved ones. We can only 

hope.... 
 

Prayer is actually preparation. Asking for a mindset to give to the less fortunate, 

asking for a heart of love as we celebrate the gift of Jesus. Not everyone will be 

sitting around a candlelit table of food and wine. Some will be lonely cold and 

desolate. Perhaps they have never heard the good news of Jesus the babe, or 

Jesus the Saviour. As we know this joyful story, we should be willing to share it. 
 

God planned everything from beginning to end. He is the Alpha and the 

Omega.  As we sit at the Christmas table of abundance, we can reflect on 

Psalm 23 where God promises He too will prepare a table for us in 

Heaven.  From creation to heaven He will abide in us, if we abide in Him. 
 

May Advent bring the blessing of the anticipation of our Saviour. May the 

Christmas birth spell joy in our hearts. 
 

Let us believe that our prayers and humble hearts will bring rebirth and 

renewal in our world. Amen. 
(Christine will be expanding on this at the Burnley 

Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast on 5th December - see below) 

           

Christine Harbour writes ... 
 

The first thing my 2 year old great granddaughter does when she comes to our 

home is to find Bob. (Now for those of you who think I have become confused, 

or have changed husbands, I will explain! ) Bob is a little ornament with a very 

large nose which is home to my husband‟s glasses. The game is this.   I have to 

count to 10 whilst Luisa hides Bob somewhere in the flat. I must then shout 

“Coming , ready or not!” . 
 

If only the world's leaders had heard that call! 
 

2020: it seems no-one took heed of the concerns that the evil virus of COVID-

19 was about to invade us with dire consequences. This is a stark warning 

indeed.  We should always be ready.  Always  be prepared. 
 

God our Father was the great Preparer. He thought and planned our world 

with precision. He painted the darkness with twinkling stars and a sultry moon. 

The day with dazzling sunlight, fluffy clouds and refreshing rain. He fashioned 

our bodies 'fearfully and wonderfully'. He prepared our brain for knowledge, 

for inspiration and for growth.  Little  wonder then that preparation has 

become part of our lives. 
 

Preparing for motherhood and a new baby is exciting but  

daunting.  Prams, cots and baby clothes are all purchased and  

pre-natal classes prepare the mothers for pushing and panting,  

and fathers for feeling faint!   2,000 years ago a young virgin  

was told she would give birth to a son, the long awaited  

Messiah, the son of God.  There was no shopping to the high  

street for Mary, just an uncomfortable journey on a donkey and 

a smelly stable instead of a birthing suite. Perhaps not even a  

veil or a  dowry! (the gospels do not make it clear when  

the marriage took place).  However God knew Mary's  

heart and He knew the ending to the story because His  

preparation is faultless. He knew Mary was ready to trust in the message of 

Gabriel. He knew she would face ridicule and even cruel punishment to fulfil 

the Jewish prophecy of the birth of the 'anointed one'.  He had prepared her 

heart in advance. 
 

By the time this magazine is published Advent will have nearly arrived. If the 

country is out of lockdown shopping and Christmas preparations will be even 

more frenzied. Maybe the lockdown has meant the cake and pudding are baked 

and nestled in the freezer, and the turkey  already ordered. Many of us are   
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The metric system has given us lots to be 

thankful for, for those of us of a certain 

age we no longer have to remember how 

many rods, chains or furlongs are in a 

bushel or gallon. How many shillings are 

in a quart, or why a hundredweight 

actually has 112 somethings in it. 
 

Anyway, therein lay the source of my 

predicament. During our planning of the 

resurrection garden I felt I was being 

particularly wise ordering daffodil bulbs 

whilst relaxing in a coffee bar in Greece 

to ensure that we were not disappointed 

when Covid lockdowns had created a 

shortage in all the garden centres. The 

only issue was that landscape quantities 

are sold by weight, rather than volume. 

Being a man and therefore conversant 

with these 

kinds of situations I saw  no need to consult before going 

ahead and ordering 25kg. My order was acknowledged 

and upon receiving the subsequent delivery 

confirmation that the bulbs would arrive the same 

day that we returned home I felt rather pleased 

with myself. 

 

Upon arrival at our house at 4am in the pouring 

rain we actually struggled to get past the 

monolithic package that blocked the front door, 

it was of a size rivalling the plinths of the lions in 

Trafalgar Square, and should Brexit result in a 

problem blocking the import of daffodil bulbs, we at 

St. Stephen's need harbour no anxieties. 
 

Armed with this mountain of bulbs, Neil Hasty and myself set off down to the 

Church one Friday early in November (As a final blow, lockdown II prevented 

us all mucking in with the planting) and commenced the Herculean task of 

burying 16 million bulbs (all figures are approximate) and, I'm delighted to say 

that we were both still able to walk afterwards, although not with a fully 

upright gait. 

Anyway, in the darkest days of winter, 

there is an inevitability that spring will 

follow and daffodils will bloom, and 

around the base of the cross at St. 

Stephen's next year there will be a sea 

of yellow heads, each one reminding us 

of someone who made a difference in 

our lives and who's memory continues 

to be cherished. 

 

Thank you to all who contributed, we 

even made a profit which will go into 

the Church coffers for our next good 

idea. (And Neil and I actually had a great 

time planting) 

   Paul 

Since the first lockdown our weekly quiz-

zes kept us all feeling part of a community 

so we kept them on when things had 

opened up but  

made them into a once a month event, 

sharing the hosting with Fr. Alex, Rev. Kat 

and Esther from St. Matthew's.  Novem-

ber was our turn and together we de-

cided to use the quiz to raise funds for the Tearfund appeal. The Evangelical 

Alliance Relief Fund works with local Churches around the world to give sus-

tained programmes that help people to get out of the trap of extreme poverty 

and so fits our values brilliantly (and we could use their quiz questions so that 

saved Linda her usual job when I'm hosting). 
 

What a phenomenal response we had! Over 30 people joined us for the quiz 

(With a hotly contested leaderboard after each round) and due to the gener-

osity of all who contributed to our JustGiving page we raised an incredible 

£425 (Including Gift Aid)!!! 
 

Thank you to everyone who took 

part in any way, we will definitely re-

peat the event! 

 Paul 
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Trust 
 

‘My God is my strength in whom I trust’ 

(Psalm 18:2) 

a peaceful sleep. 

 

Suddenly the wind began to blow dark clouds across the sky. The waves were-

n‟t so gentle anymore. The little boat began to pitch and rock. The men looked 

anxiously across the lake. But Jesus still lay sleeping in the front of the boat. 

 

The wind blew stronger. Great gusts rocked the boat. Spray from the waves 

soaked everyone inside. But still Jesus lay sleeping in the front of the boat. 

By the time they reached the centre of the lake, the wind had turned into an 

angry gale that whipped the waves so high that they washed right over the boat. 

Jesus‟ friends were terrified. They thought they might drown. But still Jesus 

slept on. 

 

Finally, one of Jesus‟ friends went and shook him awake. “Master,” he cried, 

“don‟t you care if we drown?” Jesus looked around. He listened to the howling 

wind. He felt the cold, stinging spray of the waves. He saw the fear in the faces 

of his disciples. 

 

Jesus stood, stretched out his arms to the wind and the waves, and com-

manded: ”Peace! Be still!” At once the wind died down and the waves became 

completely calm. Turning to them, Jesus asked the disciples: “Why are you so 

afraid? Do you not trust me?” 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Peter‟s School we are focussing on the Christian value TRUST. During 

collective worship we will talk about trust together. 

 

Trust is a really important value. It must be earned. If we do not trust 

someone it is very hard to build a good friendship with them. We will talk 

about: 

 people who we know that are trustworthy 

 practical ways that we can show others that we are trustworthy 

 why it is important to trust others who are working together as a team. 

 

As a school family we will talk about our Trust Acrostic: 
 

Trust is… 
 

Taking someone at their word 

Relying on someone to support you 

Unbreakable promises 

Showing that you can be trustworthy 

Treasuring good friends. 

 

You may like to take time to read the following story of trust. 
 

The Storm on the Lake 
 

The disciples were just exhausted. All day crowds and crowds of people had 

been following Jesus, listening as he taught them  

about God‟s love and watching as he healed  

people who were ill. Now the sun was  

beginning to set over the Sea of Galilee.  

Seeing how tired his friends were, Jesus said,  

“Let‟s get in a boat and go over to the  

other side of the lake.”   

They rowed away from the shore  

while Jesus went to the front  

of the boat and lay down. The  

waves lapped gently against the  

side of the boat, lulling Jesus into  

 

 



38 39 

St Stephen’s  

Readers’ Rota for  

December/January 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 6th December 

Jackie Cosway 
 
 

Sunday 13th December 

Pam McGrath 
 

Sunday 20th December 

Linda Pounder 
 

Friday 25th December 

Edith Meek 
 

Sunday 27th December 

Reader from St Peter‟s 
 

Sunday 3rd January 

Jean Beeston 
 

Sunday 10th January 

Anne Allcock 
 

Sunday 17th January 

John Catlow 
 

Sunday 24th January 

Maureen Hanson 
 

Sunday 31st January 

Shirley Towler 
 

Please let Jean know if you 

are not able to be there on 

your Sunday. 

 

01282 432986 

ST STEPHEN’S MEN’S GROUP  

aka THE BACON BUTTY BRIGADE 

Keith 

Although this year has kept us busy at home it 

seems an age since we all met in the kitchen at 

church listening to the  sounds of sizzling bacon 

along with the aroma wafting around the church 

of freshly ground coffee.  
 

Let‟s hope we can meet at some stage possibly 

January or February to share our experiences of 

the past year. It is looking very positive on the 

vaccine front. 
 

Our chaps have encountered  certain points of 

the year where jobs on the church were allowed 

for instance the painting of the railings. Thanks to 

you all.  
 

Thanks to our faithful gardeners Nigel and Jim 

who turn up whatever the weather to keep the 

grounds in good order.  Who knows what we 

may find in the church yard as we drive on St 

Stephen‟s street to enter the church car park.  A 

sigh of relief becomes evident when it‟s known 

that no vandalism has occurred, on one visit 

anyway.  
 

You will see from an article in this edition that 

Paul and Neil have been busy  digging and planting  

in the newly named resurrection garden. 

Springtime will show an abundance of colour as 

we celebrate Easter. That‟s the plan anyway.  

Thankyou to all the folk who have donated 

money towards the cost of the daffodil bulbs it‟s 

very much appreciated.  
 

Hoping that everyone has a joyful 

Christmas and a very happy new year 
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TV SECTION 

 
1. When Ross can't find a Santa outfit in time for Christmas in Friends, 

what does he dress up as instead to impress his son Ben?  

2. Who proposes to whom in the 2008 Gavin And Stacey Christmas 

special?  

3. Which celebrity won the first ever Strictly Come Dancing in December 

2004?  

4. Who was killed off in 2012's Downton Abbey's Christmas special 

cliffhanger?  

5. The Snowman was shown on TV for the first time on Boxing Day of 

which year?  

 

FILM SECTION 

6. How old is Kevin McCallister in Home Alone?  

7. According to 1946's Christmas classic It's Wonderful Life, what 

happens every time a bell rings?  

8. In Mean Girls, what song do The Plastics perform a risqué routine 

to in front of their school?  

9. In Will Ferrell's Elf, what's the first rule in the Code of The Elves 

10. What feel-good song is everyone dancing to in the final scene 

of The Holiday?  

LITERATURE SECTION 
 

11. Which March sister opens LM Alcott's Little Women by 

grumbling"Christmas won't be Christmas without any presents?"  

12. In Harry Potter and the Philsopher's Stone, what do the Dursleys give 

Harry for Christmas?  

13. In what classic novel does the protagonist set sail for a sea voyage 

on a cold Christmas day  

14. Which character declares "Merry Christmas, one and all!" in 

Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol?  

15. In which children's classic is it 'always winter but never Christmas' 

 

MUSIC SECTION 

16. Which Christmas hit originally released in 1984 has been no.1 in the 

UK charts three times?  

17. Cliff Richard had his 12th number one hit with his sing-along 

Christmas classic Mistletoe and what?  

18. Mariah Carey's iconic Christmas hit All I Want for Christmas 

officially signals the start of the festive period - but what year was it 

released?  

19. Which group sang "Don't leave me alone like this, Don't say it's the 

final kiss" in their bell-tolling Christmas no.1?  

20. What comes next in Wham's Last Christmas: "Once bitten and twice 

shy, I keep my distance..."  

Answers on Page 43 
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I 0would like to say firstly that I am very thankful for the wonderful 

effort that our whole St Stephen's family have made to ensure that we 

pull together during these challenging times.  This effort has ensured that 

all our children have continued to be happy and feel secure.   

 

We are delighted to announce that our extension is now finished and 

that the furniture and accessories have been ordered for our stunning 

nurture provision. This provision couldn't have come at a better time. 

We have launched a competition to name the room and draw a picture 

to accompany it.  The winning design will be printed onto a sign and 

displayed outside the room for all to see.  

 

Due to the restrictions that are in place we have produced a virtual tour 

of our school for prospective parents to view and we are in the process 

of adding the blogs from teachers.  You can view this on 

our school website under 'Our School'.   

 

We are determined to ensure that children in school still 

have a magical birthday despite not being able to have 

parties so all teachers will plan a special event in class for 

all children who have a birthday.   

 

We are getting closer to Christmas and have already planned our 

decoration evening so that the children will wake 

up and come to school to find the tree lit up and 

all the trimmings up.   We are determined that all 

children will receive a hot , sit down Christmas 

dinner this year and will facilitate this in school. 

Reception will still do a nativity and the other 

classes are already safely practising carols at a 

distance so that they can all be put together for a 

virtual performance for parents and carers.  Santa 

and his reindeer will be visiting our school and 

Santa will provide a gift for all our children.   

 

 

I would like to extend my personal thanks and the thanks of all our 

school family to St Stephen's Church for a generous donation of £120.00 

which will enable us to sponsor our twins in Sierra Leone for another 

year. 

 

We continue to worship and pray together for all members of the St 

Stephen's community and to live by our strong Christian values. The 

children really understand and live out our school ethos of 'Learn, Grow 

and Achieve together through God's Love'. 

 

 

       

      Answers 

1. Holiday Armadillo 

2. Dave proposes to Nessa]  

3. Natasha Kaplinsky with Brendan Cole 

4. Dan Stevens' Matthew Crawley  

5. 1982 

6. 8 years old 

7. An Angel gets its wings 

8. Jingle Bell Rock 

9. Treat Every Day like Christmas 

10. You Send Me by Aretha Franklin 

11. Jo March 

12. A 50 pence piece 

13. Moby Dick 

14. Tiny Tim 

15. C S Lewis’ ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 

16. Do They Know it's Christmas 

17. Wine 

18. 1994 

19. East 17 

20. But You Still Catch My Eye 
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Florentines 

Enjoy these classic Florentines at Christmas time.  Jewelled with cherries and 

pistachios and coated in chocolate, these biscuits are the ideal Christmas Gift. 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 

 50g salted butter 

 50g light muscovado sugar 

 50g golden syrup 

 50g plain flour 

 50g glacé cherries, chopped 

 75g flaked almonds 

 50g pistachios, chopped 

 2 oranges, zested 

 175g dark chocolate 
 

METHOD 

 

 Heat oven to 180C/160C/gas 4. Line two baking sheets with baking 

parchment.Melt the butter, sugar and golden syrup in a 

small saucepan over a low heat, stirring frequently. Remove from the 

heat and whisk in the flour then add the cherries, flaked almonds, 

pistachios and orange zest. 

 Scoop 10 flat tbsp of the mixture onto the baking sheets, leaving room 

for them to spread. You will need to do these in batches. Bake for 10 

mins until golden. Leave to cool for 2 mins until firm enough to lift onto 

a wire rack. Cool completely. Repeat with the remaining mixture 

 

 Melt the chocolate in a bowl over a simmering saucepan of water or in 

the microwave in 30 second bursts. Turn the florentines over on the 

wire rack. Spoon chocolate onto the base of each florentine and gently 

spread to the edges. When the chocolate is firm enough to hold its 

shape, use a fork to draw wavy lines across the chocolate. Leave to set 

and then store in an airtight container. 

BBC Good Food 

“ for unto us a child is born 
and His name shall be called 

Wonderful” (Isaiah 9:6) 
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A  

Thought 

for the 

New 

Year 

A Prayer for Advent 
 

You come in sunshine and in rain, 

In the stars and in the moon. 

Heralded by the light 

Of angel song and a majestic star. 

 

The Word foretold your coming. 

You came. You died. You rose again 

And now you live in me! 

 

Thank you Lord. 

Amen. 

Christine Harbour 

 

To all our friends at St Peter’s 
and St Stephen’s 


