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Let  the  Church with  g ladness  
Hymns o f  tr iumph sing ;  
For the  Lord now l iveth  
Death  hath  lost  i ts st ing ’  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

‘Thine be the g lory’  
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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  
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Patrick 

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick but 

a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.” 
(Proverbs 13:12 ) 

 

This old Testament proverb from the 

writing of King Solomon has a very 

contemporary feel from this ancient 

wisdom. Over this last year we have 

seen many ―hopes deferred‖, many 

opportunities cancelled, many of life‗s 

celebrations put on hold. All these 

deferred hopes have made our ―hearts 

sick‖; we have become inward-looking, 

struggling to achieve simple tasks. 

Lockdown has been tiring and the 

impact on our lives mentally, 

emotionally and physically has taken its 

toll over these last 12 months. 

 

In the gospel we see many people 

whose hopes were unfulfilled until they 

met Jesus. Just two or three examples 

are the many in the gospels; the blind 

man comes to Jesus and receives his 

sight, the woman who has been 

blighted by continuous bleeding is 

healed as she touches the hem of 

Jesus‘ garment. Jairus‗s daughter is 

raised from the dead. The hungry are 

fed and the demon possessed released 

to new life. 

 

All these people had unfulfilled hopes 

prior to meeting Jesus, once they met 

with Jesus as a proverb says a ―longing 

fulfilled is the tree of life‖ all their 

deepest longings became reality and 

life could begin again. 

/continued ... 

 

 

The ultimate hope for humanity was restoration and renewal of relationship 

with God, our heavenly father and the fear of death hung over all humanity. 

That separation between God and mankind has caused all the hope deferred 

and many sick hearts, humanity longs for that relationship to be restored. 
 

During April we live through the events of Holy week and Easter, the 

emotional rollercoaster of the last week of Jesus his life. By the way, the 

gospels record these events in great detail, up to a third of each gospel is about 

the last week of Jesus life.  It‘s that important, because as a result of Jesus‘ 

death on Good Friday, his death and burial followed by his resurrection on 

Easter morning, so the hope of eternity is brought into reality. The hope of 

renewed relationship is fulfilled in Jesus, the hope of sins forgiven is fulfilled, the 

cross of death becomes the tree of life. That‘s how important Easter is, not just 

for us church folk but for all humanity, everyone everywhere needs to hear this 

message. 
 

The second part of the proverb ―longing fulfilled is the tree of life‖, our hopes 

have been fulfilled in having a saviour who died that we might live. His death on 

the cross has become the tree of life. the tree of life that heals individuals and 

nations, the tree of life that still flourishes and grows today through people of 

faith. 

 

So as we reflect on this proverb and our last 12 months of lockdown and 

isolation, as we recognise how our hearts have got sick through ―Hope 

deferred‖ we can be reminded today that ultimately everything is renewed in 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Longings for life  

are in Jesus and he is a tree of life. Our faith is a  

tree of life for others, and the future has hope  

because we are in Christ. So let‘s use Easter  

as a new beginning, a new start, a new  

opportunity to live life to the fullest.  

Whilst some hopes have been deferred  

in recent times, ultimately the tree of life 

 is possible in our life in Christ. 
 

Hallelujah Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed alleluia! 
 

Happy Easter, peace be with you.  

 

Please ensure that all articles for 

the MAY magazine are submitted 

no later than  

15th April:   
pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 
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In life, every day is a school day. Every day 

is an opportunity to learn to do things 

better, or to learn that the views we have 

held for years are no longer valid, or to 

learn that you can still be friends with 

people who put pineapple on pizza whilst 

still fundamentally disagreeing with their 

choices. We learn these lessons from all 

around, but the lesson is so much more 

profound when taught by the example of 

our own hero, 7 year old Alfie Smith. 
 

Earlier in the year, whilst many agonised over which virus variant would derail 

us, whether Astra Zeneca was better than Pfizer, whether our government was 

controlling enough or too much, Alfie agonised over hearing that some children 

were going without food during the pandemic and decided that it was his job to 

do something about it. 
 

Remembering how his Beaver Pack had previously raised money through 

sponsorship and with a drive that would put most of us to shame he decided to 

walk every day until he had completed a marathon and ask for sponsorship to 

aid the plight of hungry children. 
 

Setting out every day, no matter the weather, (His Mum and Dad ably 

supporting) Alfie's journey started. He had no idea how much he could raise, he 

just knew he could make a difference, and what a difference he made. To date, 

up to March, Alfie has raised over £1,100 and the donations are still coming in! 

He has personally overseen the distribution of food (Which he shopped for 

himself at Morrisons in Todmorden and they kindly added to the donations), 

and money to the community programmes at St. Stephen's, St. Matthew's, 

Charter House Resource Centre, Burnley Community Kitchen and the 

Todmorden Foodbank. He has even been recognised by Burnley Football Club 

and the Manchester United Manager, Ole Gunnar Soltjsaer who wrote a 

personal letter of thanks to him for his inspiring work (Alfie is at pains to point 

out that he remains a Clarets fan, however). 

Alfie, you are a hero, and when we open 

the Wednesday Drop In and restart Feed 

Me Friday in the summer we will be proud 

to welcome you in to salute you for every-

thing you have done. 

 

You can still donate to Alfie's cause through 

his proud grandma, Edith Meek, or online at 

www.justgiving.co./crowdfunding/alfiesmith7 

 

 

Alfie hands over his cheque to St 

Stephen’s Vision Champion, Linda. 

Alfie out walking in all weathers!! 

Paul 

... and cycling too 

 

Alfie  at 

Morrisons 

shopping  

for the food 

himself,  

before  

over-seeing 

its  

distribution 
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Churches Working Together in 

Burnley with Building Bridges 

Burnley, pledge to work in 

partnership with Christian Aid to 

help support the world’s poorest 

communities. 
 

Francis Brienen; United Reformed 

Church Deputy General Secretary – 

Mission, writes: 

"The United Reformed Church is 

deeply concerned about the unfair 

rollout of COVID vaccines around the 

world. Once again, the poorest and 

most vulnerable people are being 

pushed to the back of the queue, with 

only 2 percent of the world's 

population vaccinated so far - the vast 

majority of them in the richest 

countries. We must and can do 

better."  
 

The coronavirus outbreak threatens 

the health of our neighbours near and 

far. Together we can help the most 

vulnerable. Coronavirus has shown us 

that our futures are bound more 

tightly together than ever before. And 

it‘s spread through the world‘s 

poorest communities, putting people 

living in poverty at greater risk.  

Coronavirus impacts all of us. But 

love unites us all. 

Christian Aid has invited the United 

Reformed Church to partner with  

them in addressing this disparity.  The 

‗Just Vaccine Appeal‘ encourages us to 

appreciate our own opportunity to 

receive the vaccine by making a 

donation enabling others to receive 

the vaccine too.  Many countries don‘t 

have a National Health system to 

support them in receiving 

vaccinations. 
 

Building Bridges Burnley have pledged 

to support our Brothers and Sisters 

across the world - as the Government 

keeps reminding us – nobody‘s safe 

until we‘re all safe (vaccinated). 
 

Bearing in mind we should be having 

two jabs – free on the NHS – as 

people of faith, it‘s our calling to 

support the vulnerable and the weak. 
 

Afrasiab Anwar has agreed to set up a 

‗Just Giving‘ page on the new Building 

Bridges Burnley website which can be 

accessed at  

buildingbridgesburnley.com 
 

The page will remain open until the 

end of Christian Aid Week (15th May).  
 

Please consider making a donation to 

the ‗Just Vaccine Appeal‘ through BBB, 

and together, as people of faith, we 

will seek to support the vulnerable 

and weak across the world. 

 

 

 

Stewart and Sandra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone! 
 

It is now a year since the first lockdown and nobody imagined we 
would still be in lockdown today.  Hopefully we can look forward to a 

better year than the last, with cases falling and more people receiving 

their vaccination.  However, the Diocese continues to issue guidelines 

about safety in Church which we must adhere to – face coverings, hand 

hygiene, keeping a safe distance, and dispersing quickly after the service. 
 

We have all been saddened by the deaths of Eddie Fildes, Keith Clegg 

and Revd. David Towers and we offer our sincere condolences to their 

families. 
 

The freewill offering envelopes are ready for collection at Church.  If 
anyone would like to have these envelopes and has not had any previ-

ously, please ask David Smith or Sandra. 
 

We would also be very grateful for any donations towards the cost of 

Easter flowers.   If you are able to make a donation please see Caroline 

or Sandra. 
 

Heather Slater has now relaunched ―the 100 club‖ and would be happy 

to welcome new members, including any members of St. Stephen‘s 

Church who wishes to join us. 
 

Our Wednesday services have now resumed.  We meet at 10.30am on 

alternate Wednesdays.  Our next Wednesday morning service will be 

on Wednesday, 31st March and look forward to seeing you. 
 

The Bishop of Burnley will be with us for our Easter morning service at 

11.00am on Sunday, 4th April. 
 

Take care everyone and stay safe. 
 

8 
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Option 1  
 

To keep and refurbish the instrument we have with a digital interface and 

external speakers. It‘s essential that the correct speakers are installed to allow 

for the best quality of the instrument. The whole reconstruction would cost 

just over £9,000. The work would be carried out by the Phoenix Organ 

Company - a local firm which has been recommended by the DAC (Diocese 

Advisory Committee). The work would take around two weeks and carry a 

guarantee. Having heard the reworked organ at St Catherine‘s Church Burnley 

a few weeks ago, was pleasing.  

 

Option 2  
 

Explore the possibilities of purchasing a new digital instrument. Plans are 

underway to visit an organ showroom in Shaw, Lancashire to look at 

instruments that are available at a cost affordable to our PCC. A visit will be 

arranged for April when we are allowed to do this. Peter Harrison, the organist 

from St Matthew‘s Church , has agreed to come on board with us along with 

Philip Tomlinson, organist at St Peter‘s Church - both outstanding and 

professional organists.  

 

We will have to look at ways to finance this project, so 

the PCC has some thinking to do regarding the finances if 

we are to go ahead. Church music is an important part of 

worship. Over the past year we have enjoyed recorded 

music at St Stephen‘s which has been successful, but the 

joy of live music in our churches will always override any 

form of recorded music whatever that may be.  

 

Looking at our achievements over the last few years has been incredible. Who 

would have thought that we would have a wonderful interior fit for purpose, 

not only for worship but for concerts, conferences, our annual fairs etc. Having 

a bouncy castle in the middle of our church for a children‘s light party really did 

say it all.  

 

It‘s easy to become down-hearted when we are faced with such an enormous 

task, but I am confident with the right advice and faith we will achieve our goals.  

 

If you have any questions at all please do get in touch and I‘ll do my best to 

answer them.  

 

 

 

 

 

     Thanks but No Thanks!  
 

      As many of you will be aware the organ at  

         St Stephen‘s has had its day and is almost  

           non-operational; it does actually play  

            though, as Jean does wonders with her 

 `     fingertips, but as any organist will tell  

      you, “It‟s had it”.  

 

      I received a phone call just over two  

      weeks ago - to my amazement, my  

      prayers had been answered! However, 

      the telephone conversation was a short 

one I‘m afraid as the offer was of a used pipe organ. All pipe organs require 

extensive TLC (tender loving care) having to be tuned on a regular basis and 

kept at a constant temperature keeping the unit in tune - a cost that some 

churches cannot afford. Failing to do the basics comes at a cost not only 

financially but ending up with the instrument sounding dreadful.  

 

The cost of installing an instrument such as a pipe organ would be in the region 

of thousands of pounds, just not viable financially for St Stephen‘s.  St Peter‘s 

Church can boast an amazing three-manual pipe organ: this is one of the finest 

pipe organs in the area. To hear it being played is a joy.  It would be lovely to 

have a similar instrument at St Stephen‘s, but to be absolutely honest it could 

never happen as the cost would be astronomical and financially not viable in 

today‘s climate.  

 

Can we afford it?  
 

We now have to look at the best way to tackle 

the issues we have - a decision that the PCC at 

St Stephen‘s will have to debate and decide upon, 

securing a suitable instrument fit for purpose for 

many years to come, and of course an 

instrument that will fit in with our requirements. 

There are options however so choosing the right 

option is crucial. Putting cost and affordability 

aside for a moment, we have two options at 

present:  

 

 

Keith 
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that the wind and rain over the winter 

months has taken its toll on the south 

side of the church, as yet again we 

have a problem with water ingress 

causing flaking paint to the interior. 

On-going maintenance is essential; in 

this case it could be costly as 

scaffolding will be required to 

eliminate the problem. Watch this 

space!  
 

As reported, the tower windows have 

now been replaced with new like-for-

l ike. Many won‘t notice the 

renovations so an idea has come 

forward to illuminate these 

panels internally, on special 

occasions, to allow the 

general public to notice the 

windows within the tower in 

a 'delicate' way. The LED 

lighting would cost very little 

to run, so let‘s hope that 

later in the year we may be 

able light up the tower. Not 

r e a l l y  B l a c k p o o l 

illuminations, but a start!  
 

It has been noted that the church 

clock has decided to stop! After yearly 

maintenance and the replacement in 

March of the computerised unit that 

makes the clock tick, it seems to have 

thrown a wobbler. This fault has been 

reported to The Cumbria Clock 

Company who will hopefully solve the 

problem. Let‘s hope that time won‘t 

stand still!  

CONFIRMATION 
 

What a wonderful and uplifting 

confirmation service at St Stephen‘s 

Church led by Bishop Philip North, 

the Bishop of Burnley. Thank you to 

everyone who was involved in setting 

up the church making this occasion 

very special. Unfortunately, no tea 

and cakes after the service, but I‘m 

sure all of those confirmed celebrated 

at home in their own special way.  
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY  
 

Who would have thought 

so many people would 

turn up to worship on this 

very special day of the 

year. After such a 

restricting time it was 

amazing to see the church fill up with 

such a vibrant feel. Weekly 

communicant numbers are looking 

very positive as people grow in 

confidence to return to church - let 

us hope this continues. It‘s so good 

to know that St Stephen‘s has done 

its best to keep its doors open during 

the pandemic, not forgetting to keep 

within government guidelines.  
 

ON-GOING MAINTENANCE  
 

At the time of writing the tower roof 

work has been completed, so it is 

hoped that water ingress in that part 

of the church has ceased. Although 

we are constantly working to keep 

the church in good order it appears  

St Stephen’s  

Readers’ Rota for  

February 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 4th April 

Beverley Laycock 
 
 

Sunday 11th April 

Anne Allcock 
 

Sunday 18th April 

Jean Beeston 
 

Sunday 25th April 

John Catlow 
 

Please let Jean know if you are 

not able to be there on your 

Sunday. 

 

St Stephen’s  

Cleaning Rota 
 

W/C 5th April::  Team 2 
 

W/C 12th April:  Team 3 
 

W/C 19th April: Team 1 
 

W/C 26th April: Team 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Stephen‘s  Christmas Giving envelopes 

raised over £500 for Church funds.  

Thank you to everyone who supported 

this initiative which is a substantial 

contribution in making up for there being 

no Christmas Fair this year.   
 

THANK YOU 

APCM 2021  
 

A recent letter received from  

the archdeacons, Mark and  

David, stated that the annual  

parochial meetings should take place by  

31 May 2021; therefore St Stephen‘s APCM 

will be held in church on  

 

SUNDAY 16TH MAY. 
following the morning service.  

 

Reverend Patrick will chair the meeting. If you 

wish to be considered for the role of church 

warden, forms will be available on request 

from the church wardens. (Don't be shy in 

coming forward!)  
 

We are now moving into better weather and 

longer daylight hours, which is a positive step 

after a long hard winter-time. We hope you 

will all enjoy the wonders of spring, embracing 

the renewal of life. God bless  
 

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul. 

St Stephen‘s Church  
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April in the Memorial Book of St Peter’s 

1st John Hewitt Ormerod 

2nd Henry Wood 

4th Fred Trotter, Martha Alice Gent 

5th William A Fletcher 

7th Arthur Baker 

9th James Jackson 

10th Eric Shaw, Rhoda German,  Irene Fleming Mitchell, Elsie Hargreaves 

11th Benjamin Booth 

12th Edith Annie Smith 

13th Ian Alastair Derham 

14th Beatrice Loder, Arthur Eglin, Dady Falik 

16th Phyllis Margaret Ashworth, Anne Kathleen Walker, Mabel Constance Lee             

Carole Ross 

18th Joan Cresswell 

19th Ryunosuke  Iizuka 

21st Edward William Buist Flood 

23rd Annie Jessop 

24th Molly Braddock, Mary Lavinia Harwood 

25th Annie Smith, Evelyn Heap, Margaret Newbold Ashbridge 

26th Sarah Ann Layfield 

27th Alice Bridge, Jennifer Hutchinson 

29th Ethel Partington 

30th Tom Lund 

April in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

1st Harry Newman, June Knight, Laura Catton, Alice Duckworth 

2nd Clifford Hough, Ada Smith 

3rd Ada Stuttard, Sarah Horne 

4th Raymond O‘Brien, Florence Hindle, Doreen Dugdale 

5th Joan Audrey Dwyer 

6th Herbert Smith 

7th Walker Emmott, Ann Hewes, William Heslop 

8th Alice Mitchell 

9th Alan Hindle, Kenneth Preston Dewhurst 

10th Ann Jane Astin, Elsie Hargreaves JP. 

12th Hubert Parkinson, John William Medforth, Ada Simpson 

14th Harold Crossley, Reginald Dugdale 

15th Jessie Edith Thornton, Hilda Devine 

16th Mary Ann Wilson 

17th Susannah Redman, William Tomlinson 

18th Thomas Peter Foxcroft King, Susan Melanie Scholes, Jessie Thornton,  

Walter Henry Waterworth Osborne, Joan Hopwood, Nancy Atkinson 

Dowthwaite Alston. 

19th Sara Tegerdine, Edward Simpson, William Pattinson 

20th William Tomlinson, Marjorie Baker 

21st Elizabeth Alice Whittam, Deryn Marjorie Taylor 

22nd Elizabeth Turner, John Eddison, William Hartley, James Stott, Tom Hopwood, 

Carolyn Anne Kull 

23rd Clarence Edward Rogerson (Priest) 

24th Tamah Harrison, Edith Foster, Harry Clark, Matilda (Tilly) Greenwood 

25th Marjorie Whittaker 

26th Ellen Hacking, Harry Pollard, Frank Beck 

27th John Willie Kneeshaw, Mary Ann Hudson, Robert Pearson 

28th Annie Keating, Florence Topper, Kenneth Gordon Hopwood 

29th Mary Cawley, Fred Studholme, Dorothy Howarth 

 R.I.P. 
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Parish finances - St Stephen’s 
 

It is pleasing to record that despite the impact of Covid  

covering most of the last year to the end of December  

and the various lockdowns effecting church giving, we  

have managed to balance the books!! 
 

Our traditional forms of giving have been challenged and members of the 

congregation were encouraged to make their contributions by standing order. 

At the beginning of this year some 22 worshippers were giving by this method 

which accounts for some 70% of the regular giving by way of the CSS envelope 

scheme. So thank you to all concerned for ensuring that a large portion of our 

income is coming in regularly. 
 

With hopefully Covid restrictions easing over the next few months we can look 

forward to a fuller congregation and a rise in the collections! 

If you feel that you would like to give by standing order, which involves 

completing a simple form for your bank, please contact either myself, Judith, or 

The Wardens. 
 

Many thanks for your continued financial support of the 

Church. 

 
 

Philip 



with their friends, settle back into school 

routines, worship together once more and 

engage in learning. We even came in our 

pyjamas on the 8th March to celebrate 

World Book Day, which we particularly 

enjoyed!  

 

Again, I would like to thank you deeply for your ongoing support and 

understanding this term. It has certainly been a challenge for every 

member of our school and church community but we have got through 

it together! We have spurred one another on towards love and good 

deeds and luckily no winter lasts forever, no spring skips its turn.   

     

   Mrs Crowther.  

A Message from 
the Head 

   

  

 

On Sunday 7th March 2021, Amy and I  

attended St Stephen‘s Church for our  

Confirmation. Our confirmation celebrates  

the work of the Holy Spirit within us. It also  

marks our full membership of the church.  

We were very lucky that the Bishop of  

Burnley was able to attend to lead the service.  

 

Reverend Patrick has worked with us since  

January, helping us think about what it means to  

accept the Christian faith and live as a Christian in the world. On behalf 

of Amy and I, can I thank everyone at church for their support and 

encouragement, it means a great deal to us. A special thank you to Carol 
and Ann who attended the service. We were both very nervous, so it 

was great to see their smiling faces of encouragement! We both feel very 

welcomed into the St Peter‘s Church family.  

 

God never promised us a trouble free life. He did promise to be there 

with us in the dark times and stormy seas, to give us hope in spite of 

fear.  It was certainly a ‗stormy‘ 8 weeks of remote learning, in which our 

staff, children, parents and carers certainly gave it their best! As leaders 

Amy and I spent lots of time this term, asking God for hope. Particularly 

as we approach Easter, a symbol of hope, renewal and new life, it was 

wonderful to get the news that schools could reopen to all children.   

 

 

 

What an amazing first week back we had! We have a school filled with 

happiness, joy, laughter and love. Long may it continue!  We were very 

excited to welcome the children back into school and planned fantastic 

opportunities, which gave the children chance to reconnect and catch up  

 

Seven candidates were confirmed by Bishop Philip at St Stephen‟s on 7th March: 

Many congratulations to Babak, Claire and Amy from St Peter‟s; Thomas, Max, 

Stephanie and Julie from St Stephen‟s. 
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Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

We are enjoying being together and preparing for Easter  We have 

painted several displays for Holy Week which we hope you will enjoy . 

There have been plenty of superb new resources for Holy Week and 

Easter to use virtually and live.  These are visual, hands-on and thought -

provoking, engaging the children to think more deeply about stories they 

are familiar with. 

 

With eager anticipation we will hopefully be able to go into our Sunday 

school room from April 12th , allowing the older children to meet also 

and discussion together will be possible once again. The Easter stories of 

the appearances of Jesus always amaze and excite . 

 

I am extremely grateful for the generous donations for Easter eggs for 

the children. Also the many weekly gifts of biscuits , books , crafts, 

colouring pens and encouragement.  We are truly a  church family caring 
for each other. 

 

Zoom Sunday School continues to remain popular and in the absence of 

children's workshops means we can meet during holiday times . 
 

It was really special to celebrate with certificates the children's achieve-

ments in Sunday school, on Zoom, in workshops and our nativity. Their 

continued efforts , fantastic attendance and smiles delight everyone . 
 

Love from us all in Sunday school xx 

There’s always a smile in Sunday School! 

... and always lots to do, especially on Mothering Sunday 
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St. Stephen’s C.E. Primary School 

I would like to say firstly that I am very thankful for the wonderful effort 

that our parents have made with remote learning.  The whole St 

Stephen's family have really pulled together during these challenging 

times. 
 

RETURN TO SCHOOL: 
 

The children have returned to school in high spirits.  They were very 

excited at the school gates this morning (their parents were even more 

excited).  We decorated the front of school with multi-coloured 

balloons so that the children felt welcomed and to make school look 

even more inviting than normal. 

 

NURTURE SUITE ‘THE ARK’ – Where Miracles Happen … 
 

As you can see from the pictures, our 

Nurture Suite is now called ‗The Ark‘ 

and is being used very effectively.  The 

children just love coming in here.  The 

Bishop of Burnley, Bishop Philip will be 

coming to dedicate the room and enjoy 

refreshments made by the children on 

23rd June 2021.  The children that won 

the competition have their name 

displayed outside the room on their 

quotes.   

 
Headteacher 

We are lucky to have been chosen as a school out of many applicants to 

host a mental health placement worker one day a week for a year.  This 

will be of huge benefit to our children and staff. 
 

CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES:  These will be up and running again.  The 
breakfast club is running and the football (skills based), eco club and 

dancing sessions are back on.  The children are holding their breath for 

when we can start school trips again. 
 

YEAR 5 – TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM:  The children have been fortu-

nate to have another batch of trout eggs in the classroom.  These have-

n‘t been as successful as the last batch but some have survived and will 

be released into the river when they are ready. 
 

CCTV:  This is working really well and identifies anyone trespassing on 
our grounds and sends an alert to our Site Supervisor immediately so we 

can call 999 and get officers on scene quickly. 
 

WORSHIP:  The children and staff still access Worship on a daily basis 

from myself and the teachers.  Rev. Patrick provides the school with a 

recorded worship every other Wednesday. 

We continue to worship and pray together for all members of the St 

Stephen's community and to live by our strong Christian values. The chil-

dren really understand and live out our school ethos of 'Learn, Grow 

and Achieve together through God's Love'. 
 

Take care and stay safe 
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brings out the true beauty in our gardens. The dark cold earth cannot be 

contained any longer and those new green shoots of new life peep through to 

gladden our hearts.  In another few months the true beauty of our gardens will 

be revealed in all the colours of the rainbow. 
 

God never stinted on colour and in fact,  he never stinted on anything that he 

gave us!  John 3v 16 . 

This reminds us that ‗God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.‘ 

When Jesus accepted that he would die for our sake he presented us with the 

gift of heaven. 

The Spring, the Prima Vera is here. Let‘s just call it the „First Truth‟.  Let it be 

our awakening! 
 

When Jesus accepted his death, he was bringing about our salvation. However, 

we too must play our part and accept our gift from God which is Jesus our 

Saviour. That is when Spring really comes into our lives.  Our lives can grow 

and blossom as we emerge from a life of darkness into the Light. We can grow 

taller, stronger and brighter as we seek guidance and enlightenment from God 

himself. 
 

Easter is coming.  The mockery and cruelty of good Friday. The lifeless body  in 

the cold tomb . The wrath and judgement of Easter Saturday when the earth 

was darkened and the veil of the temple was destroyed, so that the ‗holy of 

holies‘ is accessible to all who believe. 
 

Jesus did it!  He was the sacrificial lamb.  His blood was spilt on the darkened 

earth.  Out of Gethsemane comes the Light of the Resurrection. The Living 

God —  Jesus himself is risen.  The flowers of Gethsemane are opening and 

those birds are singing. Hallelujah! 
 

The darkness 

has gone and the 

son of Eternity is 

living now and 

forever. 

Hallelujah 

indeed! 

 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth. 
One is nearer to God in a garden 

Than anywhere else on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane he probably never even heard 

the birds singing. He was so deeply troubled as he sought and pleaded with 

God, the Father. Luke tells us that his soul was in agony and his sweat was like 

great drops of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22 v.44).  Here was Jesus the 

great teacher, the great healer, that spellbinding preacher, pleading with God 

for the cup to be taken from him. Yielding his all, he fell to the ground in 

anguish and uttered the words ―Yet not my will, but your will be done.‖ 

In that beautiful garden he accepted the mission to die on a cross like a 

common criminal. 

This last year has been difficult.  Depression, desperation and death  have been 

hovering over us and our lives have been changed radically in lockdown.  Now 

here we are in Lent.  Lent is the old name for the lengthening of the days, the 

Springtime.  The word for Spring in Italian is Prima Vera. This translates into 

two words,  „First‟ and „True‟.  This is the time when the sun kisses the earth and   

Annette Roadley 
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Lancashire Talking is a service that will keep you informed about what 

is happening where you live in Lancashire 
 

It enables you to have your say as to where and what you would like to 

see happening. 
 

If you would like to sign up to this service please contact me PCSO 

7754 Chris Jackson at. 
 

7754@lancashire.police.uk 
 

with your 
 

 Name 

 House number 

 Street 

 Postcode 

 E mail address. 
 

You will then receive an e mail from Alert@neighbourhood and just  

follow the link. 

Edna Saul 
 

Keith recently received a lovely email from Edna‘s 

daughter, Linda:- 
 

I hope you and your family are well. I am writing on 

behalf of mum Edna Saul, who would like to send to 

the church a donation of £100 as she reaches her 

hundredth birthday soon. She feels she wants to 

remember in her mind how much St. Stephen‟s has 

meant to her throughout her life. 
 

She would like it to be put to ongoing projects and flowers to mark family 

members who have passed ... 
 

... I have just visited mum in the care home near me today and she is 

doing as best as she can be ... 
 

Mum receives the church magazine from Betty Mason who regularly posts 

it onto her so mum tries to keep up to date. 
 

Keith replied to Linda on our behalf and received this reply: 
 

Please find enclosed the cheque as promised on behalf of mum, Edna. 
 

It touched her greatly the comforting words you wrote to her.  She hopes to 

be in touch as soon as she can. 
 

Until then take care, keep well and love and God bless to you and your 

family. 

 

So thank you so much, Edna.  We hope you 

had a wonderful Birthday under the present 

circumstances.  Please know that we‘re 

thinking of you and miss you. 
 

 From all your friends at  

            St Stephen’s 

 

Donations for Easter flowers can be sent or 

given to Mrs Caroline Smith. 
 

Flower rota for April  
 

  Vacant dates. 18th and 25th. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Easter greetings from all the members of the  
Flower Guild. 
      Alice 
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Can You Help? 
 

At present we are ONE foundation 

governor short and we are looking for 

anyone who might be interested in 

becoming a PCC foundation governor. 
 

The School Board of Governors is 

responsible for overseeing the work 

of St. Stephen‘s School. 
 

Effective Governance has to: 

 ensure clarity of vision, ethos and 

strategic direction 

 hold executive leaders to account 

for the educational performance of 

the organisation and its pupils, and 

the effective and efficient 

performance management of staff; 

 Overseeing the financial 

performance of the organisation and 

making sure its money is well spent. 

 
The composition of the Board of 

Governors is: 
 

 6 Foundation Governors nominated 

by the PCC 

 2 Parent Governors 

 1 LA Nomination 

 1 staff representative 

 Headteacher 

 Rector of St. Stephen‘s 

This makes a total of 12 governors. 

 

 

Governors normally serve for a 

period of 4 years. 
 

Governors have to attend 3 full 

governor meetings a year and they are 

also on one of the two committees - 

either the Resources Committee or 

the Standards, Effectiveness and 

Curriculum Committee, both of which 

also meet 3 times a year. Governors 

are also expected to liaise with the 

school regarding a particular subject 

and would normally visit the school at 

least once a year. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 

foundation governor you can contact 

me, or the school for an informal 

discussion in the first instance. 
 

Any appointment has to be approved 

by the PCC 
 

Many Thanks 
 

John G Hughes 
Chair of Governors  

(01282 430006) 

Headteacher  

(01282 427848) 

Finances 

at  

St Peter’s 
 

EASTER FLOWERS: 
 

Although the easter decorations 

will be limited this year dona-
tions will be very gratefully re-

ceived and should please be 

handed to Caroline or David 

Smith 

 

FREEWILL ENVELOPE 

SCHEME 
 

We should like to have all regu-

lar members of the congrega-

tion either members of this 

scheme or on standing order. If 

you can help and would like to 

join the scheme or would like a 

standing order form will you 

please speak to David Smith 
 

  David Smith 

HELP IS AT HAND 
 

 BURNLEY TOGETHER HUB is staying 

open for the foreseeable future and 

continue to inform on food parcels, 

meals on wheels, prescription 

collecting, and dog walking amongst a 

host of other things. The phone lines 

are open seven days a week from 9 - 

5pm. They are also on line and on 

Facebook. Local number is 01282 

686402. 
 

For help with your Income (Need to 

know your rights): 
 

 CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU - 

   0300 330 1176 

   or  

 Search online - self isolate rights 

   or 

 Burnley gov covid19 
 

For mental health problems,  
 

 MINDS MATTER - locally based at 

Gannow Lane Resource Centre, is 

self referral.  Opening hours are:  9-

5pm phone 657268, Out of hours the 

number is 657222. It  is manned by 

the Crisis Team and is open 24hours 

a day.  

 THE SAMARITANS help line is also 24 

hours and their number is 116123.  

 CALM - if you are down or have hit a 

wall - 0800 585858 
 

There are many other Organisations 

that deal with mental health for all age 

groups, their details are on the 

Internet. If you have a mental health 

problem don‘t suffer in silence there is 

help and advice out there. 
    

Volunteers don’t get  

paid, not because they’re 

worthless, but because 

they’re priceless! 



I‘m in danger of becoming 

an irrelevance. And I‘m 

really happy with that! I 

take great joy from it and 

I thank the Lord. Having 

said that, I take it you‘d 

like more explanation? 

Well here goes…. 

 

I have been Vision Champion at St. 

Peter‘s since 2016, which makes it 

something like 5 years in post. Apart 

from the addition of Developing work 

with Children and Young People, the 

brief is exactly as it was when I 

started. And that is to keep reminding 

and inspiring all Church members, 

from leaders to newcomers, and 

especially PCC Trustees, that we need 

growth in witnessing and discipleship, 

we need to develop new leaders and 

we generally need to be much more 

proactive in reaching out to those 

who don‘t visit us. Without that 

happening, we are in danger of doing 

nothing more than managing a steady 

decline. The Vision Champion role is 

essentially one of inspiring others to 

this end and slowly changing the 

culture and prevailing attitudes to one 

of positively seeking growth. 
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Hi Everyone, 
 

I was struggling for a theme for this month‘s magazine so I looked 

back at my offering for April last year. We have to submit our 

contribution for the magazine by the 15th of the previous month, 

therefore I was speaking about the days just prior to the full 

national lock down. 
 

We were in the middle of our Lent course and we had decided to postpone 

the meetings. However the article shows how I didn‘t understand what an 

impact the virus would have on our lives as I naively wrote ―we hope to restart 

the course after Easter‖. I would never have imagined that a full year later we 

would still be unable to meet together. 
 

However, as I write this we are hopefully slowly beginning to see a positive 

change to how we will be able to move forward with our lives at work, with 

our families and our church life. 
 

We often hear people saying ―when can we get back to normal‖, but should we 

be looking to just return to a church that just wants to get back to how things 

were?  That would be an easy and comfortable option.  To try to push for lots 

of change would be equally as bad.  We need to be a welcoming and familiar 

church to our returning congregations but also we  need to be looking for ways 

to encourage others to just come into our buildings. To find a warm welcome, 

to find people happy to just talk, and perhaps when the time is right to share 

their understanding of Gods love with them. 
 

At St Stephen‘s we plan to open our doors every other Wednesday for a light  

lunch. This will be before our Wednesday service. There will not be an  

expectation  that just because someone came  to have lunch they have to stay 

for the service, we just want to welcome people to gather together, to just talk 

and be welcomed. It may be that someone may join us and feel that they want 

to know more about God but that would be their choice, no pressure. But it 

could be because their first experience of visiting our church was because they 

felt comfortable and welcomed by everyone. 
 

Linda 

Vision Champion,  

St Stephen‘s 
 

 
 
 

Linda 
Vision Champion, St Stephen‘s 

 

 

 
 

Of course, such a theory is all well 

and good, but way back then, and for 

a long while afterwards, I rather 

assumed that it would fall to me and a 

few already hardworking volunteers 

to make all the running and to have to 

organise and lead any new initiatives.  

 

So imagine how delighted I am to find 

that all around I see people in Church 

who not only get the message, not 

only are thinking about how we might 

move onwards and upwards by doing 

different things, but actually getting on 

and making plans. It‘s what I and 

others have so long prayed for, and 

because prayer works, it‘s happening. 

So cynical old me, who thought that 

no-one would take much notice of me 

or Vision 2026, has been proved 

wrong. And I‘m very pleased to be 

proved wrong.  

 

On that note I could retire from the 

role and stop nagging the PCC. But 

given the exciting development of a 

new Benefice Vision Team (see p32), I 

might just stay around a little longer. 

But on the other hand, if one of you 

out there fancies being St. Peter‘s 

Vision Champion, I‘ll be happy to hand 

over to you. 

 
Alan  
Vision Champion,  

St Peter‘s  

‘Therefore welcome one another as Christ has  

welcomed you, for the glory of God’, 
(Romans 15:7) 
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BENEFICE VISION GROUP -  

Who are we and what do we do? 
 

At recent PCC meetings of both St. Stephen‘s and St. Peter‘s Churches,  a 

proposal was put forward to set up a ―Benefice Vision Group‖, which both 

PCCs approved. So there is now yet another acronym - BVG, to get used to! I 

suppose I should tell you what it is all about ... 

 

At the start of Lockdown an idea emerged to maybe run an online Enquirers‘ 

Course, such as Alpha. Discussions took place between me, Linda Pounder, 

The Rector, Paul Hannah and Meena Tomlinson. In the event we never 

proceeded with that idea, but kept meeting quite regularly to discuss other 

ideas. So quite by accident, we found we had formed a Vision Group covering 

the Benefice, where we were able to chat, throw ideas around and inspire each 

other. Up until lockdown, the position was that St. Peter‘s had no Vision Team 

or Committee that was regularly meeting, whilst St. Stephen‘s had in place a 

small team working with Linda. We began to think about how we could keep 

doing what we were each doing in our own Churches, whilst retaining the 

benefits we had found came from meeting as a Benefice group. Thus was born 

the idea of formalising our informal group, giving it some ―official‖ status, and 

making it answerable to the two PCCs. Then it was just a question of putting 

together a simple ―constitution‖ and submitting it to the two PCCs for 

approval.  The objectives of the Group are: 
 

 To meet regularly to suggest and discuss ideas which 

further any of the four aims of Vision 2026. 

 To implement, or assist others to implement, 

initiatives which meet the above criteria, and if 

required gain the necessary permission from both 

PCCs. 

 To keep, via the Vision Champions, the PCCs of both Churches informed on 

the group‘s deliberations and to give progress reports. 
 

We have added to our numbers by the welcome addition of Pam McGrath 

from St.Stephen‘s. We will be looking to add another member from the ranks 

of St.Peter‘s, which will make our number up to seven. 
 

If you want to find out more, speak to any of the existing members, and we‘re 

especially interested to hear from you if you fancy getting involved now or in 

the future. Meanwhile, please pray for our Group, our Vision Champions, and 

for growth in our Churches 
 

Alan Roadley, on behalf of the Benefice Vision Group. 
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A member of a certain church, who 

previously had been attending 

services regularly, stopped going.  

After a few weeks, the pastor 

decided to visit him. 

 

It was a chilly evening. The pastor 

found the man at home alone, 

sitting before a blazing fire. 

Guessing the reason for his 

pastor's visit, the man welcomed 

him, led him to a comfortable 

chair near the fireplace and waited. 

 

The pastor made himself at home 

but said nothing. In the grave 

silence, he contemplated the 

dance of the flames around the 

burning logs. After some minutes, 

the pastor took the fire tongs, 

carefully picked up a brightly 

burning ember and placed it to 

one side of the hearth all alone 

then he sat back in his chair, still 

silent. 

 

The host watched all this in quiet 

contemplation. As the one lone  

The Silent Sermon 

ember's flame flickered and 

diminished, there was a momentary 

glow and then its fire was no more. 

Soon it was cold and dead. 

 

Not a word had been spoken since 

the initial greeting. The pastor 

glanced at his watch and realized it 

was time to leave. He slowly stood 

up, picked up the cold, dead ember 

and placed it back in the middle of 

the fire. Immediately it began to 

glow, once more with the light and 

warmth of the burning coals around 

it. 

 

As the pastor reached the door to 

leave, his host said sincerely. 'Thank 

you so much for your visit and 

especially for the fiery sermon. I will 

be back in church next Sunday'. 

 

We live in a world 

today, which tries 

to say too much 

with too little. 

Consequently, 

few listen. 

Sometimes the 

best sermons are 

the ones left 

unspoken. 



36 37 

Come and join us on Saturday 

17th April for a refreshing 

walk to welcome the Spring. 

Starting at St. Stephen's at 

9:30, we'll head to the canal 

and journey past Queen‘s and 

Thompson's Parks, Rowley 

Lake, and back to St. Stephen's 

through Towneley Park where 

ice cream, coffee and cake are 

available. Roughly 5 miles, no 

steep climbs and all on paths 

o r  h a r d  t r a c k s . 
 

All meet in the St. Stephen's 

Church car park at 9:30 AM, 

Saturday 17th April. It would 

be great if you can let me 

know if you're planning to 

come but you can just turn up 

on the day. 
 

See you then! 

Linda Hannah 

07432 690 082 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK   

10TH TO 16TH MAY 
 

The Christian Aid Virtual 

Conference in March was an 

opportunity to meet, chat, share 

ideas and pray with Christian Aid 

supporters from our region.  We 

learnt about the campaign for 

climate justice and heard 

inspirational stories of those whose 

lives had been changed by the work 

of Christian Aid. 
 

The focus for Christian Aid Week 

2021 will be on communities in 

Kenya and the impact of climate 

chaos.  Extreme weather events like 

droughts and flooding have become 

more frequent and intense, causing 

crops to fail and communities to go 

hungry.  Add in the Covid-19 

pandemic and the struggle for 

survival becomes even tougher.  
 

During Christian Aid Week we 

come together to stand against 

inequality and global 

poverty.  Please support the 

collection at St Peter's by donating 

as generously as you can.   Find out 

more at caweek.org 
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St Stephen’s Branch 
 

 
Here we all are, one year on from the beginning of what would turn out to be a 

world-wide pandemic and the testing of our mettle in more ways than one. 

There are lots of dates looming over the next few months all aimed at a slow 

return to life as we know it! And all around us, as the earth slowly reawakens 

after its winter sleep, are the familiar signs of Spring. 
 

It‘s really good, and very positive, to be thinking about meeting up for our MU 

meetings again. We‘re not there yet but it seems within our grasp. That 

thought echoes our 2021 theme;  
 

‘Rebuilding Hope and Confidence’ 
 

Let‘s hope the weather continues to improve 

and, most important of all, stays dry so that soon 

we can meet together in parks and in our 

gardens.  
 

Now there‘s an exciting thought. 

 

CELEBRATION CORNER - APRIL 2021 

 
Our only birthday for the month of April is Marilyn Walsh‘s.  So, very Happy 

Birthday wishes to you, Marilyn for the 12th. 

 

Happy Anniversary to Margaret and Eric Booth on the 4th.

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

(From ‘A Bundle of Laughs  J J ohn & Mark Stibbe 

Worry is like a rocking chair;  

it gives you something to do but 

doesn’t get you anywhere 

EEEASTERASTERASTER,  ,  ,     
a time to remembera time to remembera time to remember   
Christ's suffering Christ's suffering Christ's suffering    
and painand painand pain   
The road of humility The road of humility The road of humility    
he trodhe trodhe trod   
To give us dignityTo give us dignityTo give us dignity   
With heavy With heavy With heavy    
cross he stumbledcross he stumbledcross he stumbled   
Those healing handsThose healing handsThose healing hands   
Outstretched with loveOutstretched with loveOutstretched with love   
Nailed to splintered woodNailed to splintered woodNailed to splintered wood   
Blood weeping from Blood weeping from Blood weeping from    
his crownhis crownhis crown   
The heavens were darkenedThe heavens were darkenedThe heavens were darkened   
The temple shook.The temple shook.The temple shook.   
The veil was tornThe veil was tornThe veil was torn   
"It is done, it is done" he cried."It is done, it is done" he cried."It is done, it is done" he cried.   
   
Awake, awake! Jesus has made us whole.Awake, awake! Jesus has made us whole.Awake, awake! Jesus has made us whole.   
By sacrifice we are made worthyBy sacrifice we are made worthyBy sacrifice we are made worthy   
To accept and to believeTo accept and to believeTo accept and to believe   
So that we can walk foreverSo that we can walk foreverSo that we can walk forever   
In glorious Resurrection Light. In glorious Resurrection Light. In glorious Resurrection Light.    

 

Christine Harbour 
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Easter Hot Chocolate 

Use up leftover chocolate from Easter eggs to make an indulgent hot chocolate. 

Top with squirty cream and marshmallows for a truly decadent drink  
 

 

INGREDIENTS: 

 
 200ml milk 

 ½ tbsp cocoa powder 

 100g hollow chocolate 

egg (milk or dark), broken into 

small pieces 

 2 tbsp whipped or squirty 

cream 

 25g mini chocolate eggs, sugar-

coated chocolate buttons or 

beans, or more chocolate egg, 

broken into small pieces 

 1 tbsp mini marshmallows 
 

 

METHOD 

 

Pour boiling water from the kettle into a heatproof mug to warm it up. 

Heat the milk and cocoa in a small pan, or in blasts in the microwave, 

until steaming. Discard the hot water in the mug, and tip in the 

chocolate egg pieces. Pour over the hot milk. Stir for 30 seconds or 

until the chocolate has melted. Top with the cream, sprinkle over the 

mini eggs or broken egg pieces and marshmallows to serve. 

 

 

(Sorry! - this is just too good not to share!!! - ed.) 
 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/top-five-clever-kettles
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/review/best-microwaves-test
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Spring Bulbs 
 

Continue to remove dead flower 

heads from spring flowering 

bulbs .  If in bare ground, remove 

the weeds from around the bulbs. 

Lawns 
 

If moss and wormkiller 

treatments on lawns were not 

carried out, or completed last 

month, do so now. 

Apply fertilizer to an established 

lawn after the first mowing. 

 

 

Trees, Shrubs and Climbers 
 

Finish pruning roses if not 

completed last month.  Also prune 

out dead, diseased, crossing 

branches from trees and shrubs 

that have just finished flowering. 

Cut back 

evergreen 

trees and 

shrubs to 

near their 

base if they 

are 

overgrown 

and straggly.   

Plant out evergreen hedging plants, 

water them regularly if the weather 

is dry, and hoe to control weeds. 

Mid-Late 
Spring 

... a few tips 

Mixed flower borders 
 

If the mixed flower borders have not already been cleared of winter 

leaves and debris, do it now.  Lightly hoe between all the plants.  

Remove weeds, hoe in a general fertilizer and put a 2½-5 cm layer of 

mulching material round the perennial plants, trees and shrubs.  Sow 

hardy annuals in their final positions. 


