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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  
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Patrick’s last Sunday 
will be on July 4th, and 

he will be licensed as 
Interim Vicar at 

Drighlington and 
Gildersome on 

Wednesday July 21st. 
 

 

 

Please ensure that all articles for 

the JULY/AUGUST 

magazine are submitted no later 

than  
15th June:   

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 
Patrick 

 

 

 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you, 

declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future. Then you will 

call on me and come and pray to me 

and I will listen to you, you will seek 

me and find me when you seek me 

with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:11ff) 

 

As people of faith we believe in the 

God of the impossible. We believe 

in Jesus who calms the storm and 

rises from the dead, so it should be 

easy to put our faith into action! 

 

We have a jam jar which contains 

slips of paper each with an issue 

written on, of things that are 

impossible for us to achieve by 

ourselves. We have regularly said 

to God, “with you nothing is 

impossible for you are the God of 

the impossible” and we have held 

to that as weeks have turned to 

months, holding onto faith that with 

God all things shall be well. 

 

Since last August when I announced 

that I was looking for a new 

position it has been a testing time. 

In the autumn I applied for new 

opportunities only for them not to 

be right, which at first was a knock 

back, but then became an 

understanding that God had other  

plans. In the last two months, I 

again applied for positions and was 

shortlisted for three interviews. 

However, two days before the first 

interview, I was offered a parish 

which I had previously wanted to 

be Vicar of.  So, after months of 

believing God had a plan, the right 

place was offered to me. God has 

done the impossible! 

 

Now as I begin to consider moving 

on, and the Standing Committees 

prepare to lead the parishes 

through an interregnum. It is 
important to be reminded of the 

verses from Jeremiah 29, that God 

has a plan for us all. To discover it 

we are to seek him with all our 

heart as we put our faith in his 

wisdom, not relying on ourselves. 

Then we can see God at work in 

ways we never thought possible, 

opening doors of opportunity, and 

bringing to these churches a new 

Rector to lead you in the next 

chapter of ministry. 

 

Lord God, guide us we pray in these 

days of change, that in all things we 

might trust you and know that you 

have a plan for our churches. Show us 

your ways and lead us together in the 

light of Christ. That your will and your 

wisdom will be known among us. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. 

Amen. 
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As officers of our Bishops we are 

required to give an annual report on 

our church buildings at our APCM.   

 

THE REPORT – BY ST STEPHENS 

CHURCH WARDENS 2021 
 

Over the last year it‟s been a difficult 

time for everyone throughout the 

world with the pandemic still testing 

us.  Although our  churches have  

been hit badly by the situation, work 

has carried on at  St Stephen‟s 

throughout the year keeping up with 

the essential  maintenance of our 

church. 
 

The work that has been carried out 

on the church building has been 

taxing and frustrating at times but 

very rewarding to say the least.  Our 

work list over the past year and a 

half.  

 

 As stated at the last APCM - The 

WW1 west memorial window was 

completely cleaned inside and out 

with the removal of the old external  

rusty window guards. Polycarbonate 

protective covering has been 

provided  to protect the exterior. A 

grant was acquired from the war 

memorials trust to help finance the 

WW1 window project. 
 

 Six stained glass windows in the bell 

tower have been replaced due to  

vandalism,  with new stained glass 

windows with polycarbonate  

 

provided in the community room. 
 

 A new FREE additional screen has 

been sourced for the community 

room to  work with the NHS, 

allowing consultation for general 

practitioners to broadcast to the 

community room.  Awaiting PCC 

approval.  
 

 A new St George‟s flag has been 

purchased and paid for by a 

donation. 
 

 Temporary repair work has been 

carried out on the flat roof of the 

flower/ utility room to stop water 

ingress. 
 

 To allow for the organ to be either 

refurbished or the purchase of a 

new digital instrument,  we have 

received kind donations 1) £5,000,    

2) £300,  

3) £2,000.   They will be put aside 

until enough funding is gained to 

allow  either refurbishment or a 

new instrument purchased. The 

digital  refurbishment will cost 

around £9,000.  Brand new 

instruments will be looked at before 

a decision can be made by the PCC.  

No faculty has been applied for at 

this stage. The DAC organ advisors 

are aware.  
 

 100s of daffodil bulbs were planted 

in the garden in memory of loved 

ones who have passed away. Kind 

Donations allowed this project to 

happen. Thank you.  
 

The Quinquennial inspection took 

place at the back end of 2020. This 

was carried out by Bill Glaister of  

 

 

protective covering applied. We will 

endeavour to illuminate these 

internally on a temporary basis for 

the  Christmas period. 
 

 Community room Jubilee window 

has been  completely cleaned with 

protective  external polycarbonate  

covering. 
 

 Utility/flower room –  a grant from 

Lancashire County Council enabled 

us to replace the old water heater 

with a new heater for cleaning 

purposes. 
 

 The bell tower roof has been 

repaired.  Due to the elements 

water ingress was evident, as 

reported in the 2020 QI . 
 

 The gates to the church  car park 

have been replaced with brand new 

ones. Like for like. 
 

 The church clock has had its yearly 

overhaul with a replacement timing 

computer  which allows wifi 

connectivity to wherever the time 

control comes from these day? 
 

 The problem with the south 

clerestory water ingress has recently  

been repaired. Hopefully the work 

will solve the problem. The unused 

chimney stack  has been capped to 

eradicate water ingress. 
 

 The church railings have been 

completed repainted.  
 

 A new heating radiator has been  

Overton Architects of Ilkley. The fee 

for the QI was just over £1,000 and 

has been paid for by St  Stephen‟s.  It‟s 

pleasing  to know that the report on 

inspection was a good report, however 

there are some issues that need to be 

addressed. One  major item is partial  

re-pointing of the tower where a gap 

has appeared. More cost to the 

church! 

The  wardens and PCC will now work 

through the QI over the next five 

years. All this requires funding! 

 

We carry on whatever happens in the 

future enabling us to spread the gospel, 

remembering our Vision Statement ... 

 

„Living-learning-loving and growing in 

Jesus Christ‟.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we go forward into an interregnum 

a new door opens  with an exiting time 

ahead for our joint benefice. We will 

work hard to appoint a new incumbent 

male or female to hopefully  lead us in 

our mission in this  parish.  

 

We thank Patrick for his ministry here 

and wish him well in his new post in 

Yorkshire.  

 

We thank everyone who has assisted 

the Vicar and the church wardens  

/continued ... 
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through this difficult year. Our faith 

has certainly been tested and we grow  

in confidence as we look forward to 

the warm summer months, and of 

course our holidays. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder of our commitment to 

our vision.  

 Making disciples of Jesus 

Christ  

 Being witnesses to Jesus 

Christ  

 Growing leaders for Jesus 

Christ  

 Inspiring Children and Young 

People to raise up a new 

generation for Christ  
 

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul. 
St Stephen‟s Churchwardens and 

Assistant Wardens 

Thank you to Barbara Marshall who 

continues to keep us updated with 

following information. 
 

 BURNLEY TOGETHER HUB is 

continuing with its helpline on 

01282 686402, Monday - Friday, 

9.00 am - 5.00 pm.  Emergency 

food parcels are still available and 

prescription collecting, both of 

which have been well used during 

the winter months. staying open 

for the foreseeable future and 

continue to inform on food 

parcels, meals on wheels, 

prescription collecting, and dog 

walking amongst a host of other 

things. The phone lines are open 

seven days a week from 9 - 5pm. 

They are also on line and on 

Facebook. Local number is 01282 

686402. 
 

 COMMUNICARS operates from the 

CVS building in Yorkshire Street.  

It uses volunteers to give people 

lifts to appointments and take them 

home again.  It operates from 9.00 

am - 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday.  

There is a charge, as volunteers 

use their own cars.  If you want to 

use the service you need to 

register, and then give four days‟ 

notice of when you require a lift.  

Phone:  01282 412096 
 

Barbara   

 



June in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

1st Victor Booth 

2nd Richard Newsham 

3rd Bertha Hindle 

4th Malcolm Joseph Hanson, Rita King 

5th Thomas Gillespie 

6th Irene Wade, Amos Whittam 

8th Mary Eatough 

9th Alan George Wetherell, John Maurice Major Kerr, Jennie Hopwood 

10th Alan Howarth, Beatrice May Mills, Elsie Meek, Mary Brogan, Harry Halstead 

12th Hannah Elizabeth Harker, Harry Bowdin, Florrie Astin, Victor Horace Cecil 

Stone 

13th Thomas Cottam 

14th Mary Grace Harrison, Edward Gregson, John T Kendall 

15th Annie Wigglesworth, Richard Davies, Father Lawrence Laycock 

16th James Henry Whitaker, Allan Shepherd, Thomas Edward Schofield,  

Connie McDuff 

17th Emma Kneeshaw, Nell Menzies, Harry Greenfield, Jane Elizabeth Green,  

Elsie Stratton 

18th Hubert Watson, Alan Turner, Jonathan Neil Howarth 

19th Annie Hargreaves, George Earnshaw 

20th Charles Mills, William Bernard McCourt, Allan S Walton 

21st Charles Thomas Hamer, Arthur Button 

22nd Arnold Fanshaw 

23rd June Ellen Whitehead, Lizzie Pratt, Alice Ethel Benns, Edmund Hacking 

24th Celia Watson, Alan Francis Clark (Priest), Albert Nuttall 

25th Jane Cryer 

26th Jack Watson, Mona Rushton, Harold Hargreaves, Margaret Florence, Farrow. 

27th Emma Mitchell, Barbara Mary Dalzell Markham 

29th Derek Chadwick, Kenneth Tomlinson 

30th Eveline Heap, John Lewis 

 R.I.P. 
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June In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s

  

4th Arthur Tennat, Ivy Emma Walsh 

5th Lesley Ann Walker 

6th Frank Whitaker 

7th Clara Bird 

8th John Judson 

10th Joan Mitchell, Colin Brimelow 

11th Walter Barlow 

12th George Walter Steen, Lily Steen, Robert George Francis 

13th Ben Davies Slater, Ann Slater, Evelyn Annie Smith, 

William Simpson 

18th Joseph Snowden 

19th Florrie Howker Greenwood, Lucy Parrington 

21st Eric George Scott 

23rd Roland Calvert 

24th Walter Reginald Watson, Maud Mitchell, George Harling 

25th Henry (Harry) Riley, John Harwood 

26th Clara Hargreaves 

28th David Higgin 

29th Florence Kempsey 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life 
The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die.” 
 

(John 11:25) 
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St Stephen’s Church Website   

     - who’s interested? 
 

Just in case you were wondering - the following are the figures for 

views on our church website for the last twelve months. 

Every time that a page is viewed on our website it generates a „page 

impression‟.  So, there is someone out there!!! - (Impressive eh!) 

Thank you to  

everyone for prayers, 

good wishes, cards, 

phone calls and  

visits following my 

recent operation.   
 

Carol Waddington 

 

Just to let you know, for a couple of reasons Walking Day this year 

has been postponed and will not be taking place in June as 

previously planned.  So do please put the following date in your 

diary: 

 

 



14 

Stewart and Sandra 

 

 

 

Hello everyone! 
 

This is the June edition of our Church 

magazine, halfway through the year!!  

We can only hope that the covid 

situation will improve still further, but, 

as we are learning, we will just have to 

be patient. 
 

We really appreciate the choir‟s return 

to our Sunday morning  

services.  To hear them  

singing once again is  

wonderful and makes  

such a difference  

to our worship. 
 

The children from St. Peter‟s Day 

School have been joining us at our 

Wednesday morning service and it has 

been lovely to see them again. 
 

We are going to re-introduce our book 

stall in Church, something a number of 

people have been asking about.  A 

bottle of hand sanitizer will be available 

for you to use before handling the 

books.  Thank you for your help. 

We will be sorry to see Patrick leave us 

in July but wish Patrick, Lisa and their 

family all the very best for their 

happiness and good health in their 

future, over the border, in Yorkshire!!! 
 

Take care everyone and stay safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During mid-May, one night when I 

was leading Night Prayer on 

Facebook, I prayed that “tomorrow 

we can find time to brighten 

someone‟s day”. The very next 

morning, sitting on a bench in the 

town centre, minding my own 

business with a coffee and a 

magazine, an elderly lady, not too 

good on her feet, came and sat 

near me. She seemed to want to 

talk. She obviously lived alone, and 

probably didn‟t get much company. 

We talked for quite a while; what 

she was going to have for tea, why 

wasn‟t the weather warmer. 

Nothing earth shattering. Did I 

make her day better? I hope so. 

Was a prayer answered? I think so. 

Just for me? Or for both of us?  
 

    Alan 
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the Move. This is a fundraising initiative and will be a superb way for you to stay 

motivated to be active whilst raising funds for Mothers' Union. 

Staying Connected Through Midday Prayers 
 

Our UK members who don't have access to the internet at home will still be 

able to hear our midday prayers thanks to the Church of England's Daily Hope 

line. Just call 0800 804 8044 from a UK mobile or landline and press option 5, 

then option 9. 

Follow this link to our May Midday Prayers. 

We are still running Midday Prayers Monday - Saturday on our public Facebook 

page. Thousands of you have viewed these already, but for those interested and 

not aware, feel free to watch and comment. 

Please remember to share the following sign-up link with anyone you think may 

be interested in receiving this newsletter: bit.ly/mothersunionemails 

You can subscribe to our YouTube channel to receive our updates and video 

content: bit.ly/mothersunionyoutube 

 

JUNE CELEBRATIONS  
 

Dorothy Spencer (2nd) is wished a very happy birthday on June 2nd and many 

happy returns to Beverley Laycock on June 13th. 

 

St Stephen’s Branch 
 

 
GOOD BYE JOAN 
 

Last month we lost one of our most faithful and longest serving members of St. 

Stephen‟s Mothers‟ Union as Joan Ashworth passed away. Joan was ninety 

seven and had attended St. Stephen‟s Church most of her life. Joan was always 

smiling and always laughing. It was her tonic for life. 

 

HOW IS LOCKDOWN TREATING YOU? 

 

I think we are all feeling better about the coming weeks ahead, provided there 

are no surprise changes to our „roadmap‟ out of lockdown. I‟ve selected some 

well known lockdown appropriate songs, but do you know the names of the 

Artists? 

 

 When Will I See You Again?‟ 

 „We‟ll Meet Again‟ 

 „You‟ll Never Walk Alone‟ 

 „Imagine‟ 

 „I Want to Break Free‟ 

 „Take Me Home Country Roads‟ 
 

and let‟s not forget ... 
 

 „Don‟t Stand So Close To Me‟ 

 

MU E-NEWSLETTER (EXTRACTS FROM MAY 21) 
 

 

Staying Active To Support Good Mental Health 
 

Mental Health Awareness Week 2021 (took) place between the 10th and the 

16th May. The theme for this year's week is 'nature'. It is a fitting theme as we 

look to re-engage with the world outside our own homes when the lockdown 

restrictions are eased here in the UK. 

 

It is well established that maintaining a good level of physical activity is beneficial 

for one's mental health. Walking and running outside, especially in more natural 

environments has been shown to be an effective way or reducing stress, coping 

with anxiety and boosting the immune system. 

 

Over the summer months we are encouraging members to take part in MU on  
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mealworms each day.  We will look forward to meeting one of our little prickly 

friends soon. I am hoping that we can catch this on camera. 
 

Mrs Wild is raising money for a water butt to place next to the Polytunnel so 

that we can provide water easily for the fruit and vegetables that we are 

growing.  We have had a wonderful and overwhelming response to the request 

for seeds and equipment so thank you to anyone who donated.  Marjorie 

Dunderdale managed to source a huge donation from Gordon Rigg Garden 

Centre so we would like to extend a huge thank you to Marjorie and the 

Garden Centre. 

We will be enjoying our visits to Church again after half term.  The children 

have really missed it over the past year.  Our Year 1 class will be attending next 

Wednesday because they are learning about St Stephen.  The worship club have 

also been fortunate enough to visit Church in order to pay our respects to 

HRH Prince Philip. 

Our Y6 children will be visiting Winmarleigh for their residential in a few weeks 

St. Stephen’s C.E. Primary School 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The children have been working really hard in school and have enjoyed being 

with their friends again.  We are pleased to see that there is some sort of 

normality on the horizon and lots of people have had their jabs.  We have been 

sharing our worship with St Peter's school and our worship group met with St 

Peter's worship group which allowed us to share our ideas around the Banksy 

Painting 'Hope'.  The children had some fabulous ideas which included the 

following quotes: 

 

'the little girl is sending her love 

up to heaven' 'the balloon is full 

of love for those people who are 

alone', 'the red heart shows how 

much love there is throughout 

the pandemic'. 'the little girl is 

trying to hold on to hope' 

 

 

 

We decided to use the picture as a starting point 

after Rev. Patrick,  Mrs Crowther and I had a 

meeting about how we can unite as a 

community.  Our school have displayed this 

painting on our worship table and the children 

know that we always have hope even if we don't 

have anything else. 

 

ECO NEWS: 
 

Our children have really embraced the Eco Club.  

Mrs Wild has been working so hard with our 

children planting strawberries, potatoes, garlic and blackberries to name just a 

few.  They really enjoy watering them and watching them flourish.  Runner 

beans are growing in all the classrooms in special window boxes and some have 

already been planted outside.  However the children are most excited about 

the hedgehog home   that they have made.  They feed them a little dish of 
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They are very excited and looking forward to experiencing lots of new 

challenges whilst sleeping away from home. 

 

Our children just loved the generous donation of Easter eggs from the Church 

– Thank you! 

 

We would like to thank Sam Montague, our site supervisor for making such a 

great job of our welly hut for forest school. The children have somewhere to 

get changed on a wet day now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Waller has taken the decision to retire after nearly 25 years of working at 

St Stephen‟s.  We will miss her so much but she is looking forward to spending 

time with her family in the UK and in Switzerland.  We would like to thank her 

for her amazing contribution over the years and we will be planning a special 

send off for her. 
 

We would like to share a prayer that the Worship group wrote: 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the help that you have given to us, 

Thank you for giving us hope at this difficult time, 

Thank you for our teachers and families who guide us, 

Thank you for the covid rainbows to keep us smiling. 

Amen 

 

 

 

The last year has really shown us the power of  

being part of a community, checking in on each  

other, sharing advice and generally supporting  

each other and I for one feel eternally  

blessed to have benefitted from the  

contact with you all. 
 

As we return to a more normal life what  

better time could there be to reach out and  

welcome some of our neighbours to experience that same sense of 

community. 
 

Starting around late June we are opening a Community Cafe at St. 

Stephen‟s on a couple of Wednesday lunchtimes every month to offer 

simple food, tea and coffee to anyone who drops in.  It will be a space 

for anyone to meet, chat, offload and as it will run before the 

Wednesday Service, a chance for anyone to stay and experience the 

Church, too. 

 

We‟ll also be restarting Feed Me Friday shortly after this and hopefully all 

events will become permanent fixtures in the calendar. 

 

Now the ask; we need volunteers to cook (if you can boil water, you‟re 

in),  serve, clean and chat so if you‟re up for 2 or 3 hours on Wednesday 

lunchtime or Friday teatime one evening or twice a month please can 

you let Linda Pounder, Pam McGrath or me know and we‟ll organise 

everything from there. 

Paul  
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In John 13.35 Jesus said „by this all people will know that you are my disciples if 

you have love for one another‟.  I notice Jesus used the word IF.  He didn‟t say  

it would be easy! He actually knew some pretty awfully destructive characters 

himself. Not everyone strew palm leave in his 

path!  Some gladly nailed him to a cross mocking 

him and sticking  thorns in his head.  Let us 

therefore acknowledge his sacrifice by becoming his 

disciples in the way he wanted us to. 
 

We were lovingly crafted by God to be individual 

and beautiful in our own distinctive way. When we 

accept this and accept each other, we can really 

start  

to share God‟s grace. 
 

Chocolates are meant for sharing, so is the Good 

News of Jesus.   

 

Be loving , and be blessed .  
 

 

 

 

Who doesn‟t love chocolate?  I remember  

as a child looking through the shop windows  

and seeing huge boxes of chocolates with  

beautiful pictures on the front usually tied  

with a satin bow.  How I longed to get one  

of them, and usually at Christmas time we  

had a box of Black Magic to open.  We  

pondered on which on to choose, the gold  

wrapped one, the caramel or the nut one? The orange and  

coffee creams usually got left till the last.  Church folk are really like a chocolate 

assortment aren‟t they? All different in their own way. The thing that holds us 

together is not a box, it is our faith. We have all come to worship for a reason. 

All different and yet all covered, not in chocolate, but covered by the belief that 

Jesus died for our sins. We are covered „by the blood‟. 
 

We can learn a lot from a box of chocolates. What about those people, like the 

coffee creams that always seem to get left behind? Do we always plump for the 

gold covered wealthier people or those soft pliable folk,  and what about the 

nutty, are they really  welcomed? 
 

I enjoy the „Bible in a Year‟ app, which is beautifully read by Nicky Gumbel, an 

ex barrister who is now a vicar and the founder the of the Alpha course. I can 

recommend this app to anyone, especially if you are  like me, and not good at 

stumbling through the bible on your own. Nicky said he used to get upset by 

the behaviour of church people, expecting them to be without grumbles, 

„baggage‟, or faults, but now instead he looks at everyone with expectant eyes,  

wondering what he can learn from them!  When we actually 

start listening to people, it is surprising how even those boring 

looking coffee and orange creams have stories to tell and 

probably have a much deeper faith than we will ever know.  
 

You have heard the expression „every picture tells a story‟ and 

 our church chocolate box really reveals a lot. Every week at 

  the Eucharist we hear the words „ we all share the 

  one bread because we are one body‟ . Let us remind 

  ourselves of that, and endeavour to embrace and love 

  each other as one/ - just sinners who have come to 

  repentance and salvation by the grace of Jesus.  We 

learn to love each other, because Jesus loves us. 

 

„ May the God 

who gives you 

endurance and 

encouragement 

give you the same 

attitude of mind 

to each other that 

Christ Jesus had, 

so that with one 

mind and one 

voice you may 

glorify the God  

and father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ‟.  
(Romans 15:5-6)      



   

  
 

Last month we celebrated 

Pentecost – and said 

Happy Birthday to the 

Church - Not the building 

but the people who are 

the Church.  

 

The Holy Spirit first came 
to the apostles and sent 

them out to become the 

church and to teach the good news about Jesus to the world. In St 

Peter‟s School, we remembered that we all need the Holy Spirit in our 

lives. We can‟t do anything by ourselves! The Holy Spirit gives us the 

strength to do good. This is a particularly important to remember this 

year, as we continue to navigate the global pandemic.  
 

Bishop Gill led our worship across the diocese and spoke to the children 

all about Ascension Day. She reminded 

us that Jesus told his disciples he was 

going to leave them, but they were 

not to worry because he would be 

sending them a gift to help them. That 

gift was of course the Holy Spirit.  
 

In the days leading up to Pentecost we 

prayed for our friends to come to 

know Jesus, and for the 

transformation of our society.  We 

prayed for Jesus to send his spirit, so 

that people can encounter him for 

themselves. 
 

As part of worship we listened to a beautiful song „We Seek Your 

Kingdom‟, here is the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=2Lp2mMpSa1E  

A Message from  
the Head 

How the internet started ... 
 

In ancient Israel , it came to pass that a trader by the name of  

Abraham Com did take unto himself a young wife by the name  

of Dot. And Dot Com was a comely woman, broad of shoulder and long of leg. 

Indeed, she was often called Amazon Dot Com. 
 

And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel so far from 

town to town with thy goods when thou canst trade without ever leaving thy 

tent?"  And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags 

short of a camel load, but simply said, "How, dear?" 
 

And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to 

send messages saying what you have for sale, and they will reply telling you who 

hath the best price. And the sale can be made on the drums and delivery made 

by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)." 
 

Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the 

drums. And the drums rang out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold 

all the goods he had at the top price, without ever having to move from his tent. 

To prevent neighbouring countries from overhearing what the drums were 

saying, Dot devised a system that only she and the drummers knew. It was 

known as Must Send Drum Over Sound (MSDOS), and she also developed a 

language to transmit ideas and pictures - Hebrew To The People (HTTP). 
 

And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening 

sound of drums that no one noticed that the real riches were going to that 

enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of Gates, who bought off every drum 

maker in the land. And indeed did insist on drums to be made that would work 

only with Brother Gates' drumheads and drumsticks. 
 

And Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by 

others." And Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel , or eBay as it came 

to be known. He said, "We need a name that reflects what we are." 
 

And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." "YAHOO," 

said Abraham. And because it was Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com. 
 

Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid 

(GEEK) that he was, soon started using Dot's drums to locate things around the 

countryside. It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating 

Everything (GOOGLE). 
 

THAT IS HOW IT ALL BEGAN. AND THAT'S THE TRUTH! 

 

 

 

 

 

That is how it all began. And that's the truth! 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Lp2mMpSa1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Lp2mMpSa1E
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I‟m making a guess that 

for most of you a 

document known as 

“Vision 2026 

Implementation Plan 

(2021-2024)” has not 

featured in your bedtime 

reading. Nevertheless, should you be 

tempted, it‟s available on the Diocese 

of Blackburn website. It‟s 54 pages 

long, so set aside a suitable amount of 

time if you‟re going to read it. And 

plan on a few brews to see you 

through.  
 

It‟s an update on Vision 2026 (which 

began in 2015), charting progress, 

pointing out the headwinds and 

obstacles, and setting out the plans 

and aspirations for the next three 

years. Vision Champions were asked 

to submit their own reviews, which I 

did, and the comments have been 

noted. 
 

I intended to write an article based on 

the report. But reading it through, it 

struck me that there were so many 

meaningful comments that it would be 

good to simply select some of them 

for you to read, reflect on and pray 

about. So what follows is a shameless 

copy and paste exercise. I think it 

serves its purpose, and I hope you do 

too. 
 

As we hopefully move out of lock-

down, and as during the forth- 

“Diocesan worshipping community 

data illustrates the challenge with 

a third as many 11 to 17 year olds 

in worshipping communities across 

the diocese as there are 0 to 10 

year olds, indicating a significant 

drop off in attendance by age 11.” 
 

“Jesus built community. He called his 

followers to belong to each other as 

well as to him. So participation in the 

life of a church family is not an 

optional extra. The parish church is 

the school of discipleship where 

together we work out our salvation, 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, sustained 

by the Sacraments and fed on God‟s 

word. It is the place where gifts are 

discerned and developed and 

Christians are called into service.” 

 

“There are many who do not know 

Jesus yet with whom we can work 

to build today the future Isaiah 65 

describes to us. Indeed without 

such partnerships we become 

insular and ineffective.” 
 

“Think of those who have joined our 

church in the last few years and what 

made them come? Who are the 

missing groups of people (age, 

culture, race) we need to reach if our 

church is to reflect the diversity of 

the parish it serves, and to be a 

foretaste of the multi-generational, 

multi-ethnic worship of heaven? 

What courses or small groups do we 

offer to help enquirers find out more 

about the Christian faith?” 

 

 
 

 

 
 

coming interregnum we consider what 

form the future of our Church should 

take, these may be useful pointers. 
 

“All that we do as a diocese is 

focussed on the delivery of Vision 

2026. We long to see a fresh 

outpouring of God’s Spirit across 

Lancashire, to see communities and 

lives transformed.” 
 

“Our diocese faces a real challenge to 

encourage and sustain the faith of the 

children we minister to as they enter 

their teenage years and to reach out 

to new young people; ageing 

congregations make the need to 

identify and grow new leaders all the 

more pressing and levels of giving are 

not yet enough to sustain present 

parish ministry levels without the 

support of diocesan reserves.” 
 

“Our task is much more than 

keeping the show on the road or 

maintaining the institutional 

church as we know it now. Our task 

is transformation – of communities, 

of a county, of a nation.” 
 

“A church which wishes to transform 

its community will prioritise the work 

of evangelism. It will see faithful 

reliance on the grace of Christ not as 

one option amongst many but as the 

only sure means of salvation. It will 

especially seek to inspire children and 

young people with the Good News of 

Jesus.” 

“Ask some difficult questions, 

rather than simply trying to restart 

things which are no longer fruitful 

or healthy. What are the things 

that absorb a lot of time and effort 

in our church but do not help us to 

make disciples, be witnesses, grow 

leaders or inspire children and 

young people?” 
 

“The Five Marks of Mission give a 

helpful template by which to assess all 

the life and activities of a local church. 

A healthy church is one which 

engages in all five Marks: To proclaim 

the good news of the kingdom. To 

teach, baptise and nurture new 

believers. To respond to human need 

by loving service. To transform unjust 

structures of society, challenging 

violence of every kind and pursuing 

peace and reconciliation. To strive to 

safeguard the integrity of creation, 

and sustain and renew the life of the 

earth.” 
 

“In a culture where many actively 

reject the Christian faith, it is easy 

to imagine that those outside the 

church are not interested, but in so 

doing we fail to give people the 

chance to hear and respond. When 

we have God’s heart and sow 

liberally we will find a harvest, 

often in the unexpected places.” 
 

“The most important thing is that we 

pray faithfully, repent, seek God‟s face 

and ask that He would pour out His 

Spirit across the Diocese of  

/continued ... 



28 29 

Blackburn. ... all our plans and 

activities will be futile if we lose sight 

of Jesus whom we are serving.” 
 

I’LL HAVE THE LAST WORD: Put 

aside your scepticism. Put aside your 

fear of change and fear of failing. Pray 

for change and transformation 

frequently and faithfully. Seek how you 

might come closer to participating in 

the life of the Church Family. Keep 

focused on the goal of a Healthy and 

Transforming Church 
 

Alan Roadley 

Vision Champion, St Peter‟s 

 

Linda writes ... 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Part of my report at the 

APCM referred to 

Vision 2026 now 

includes a fourth strand “Inspiring 

Children and Young People”.  The 

theme  has the following priorities: 
 

 Nurturing Children and Young 

People in their Faith and Supporting 

them as Disciples of Jesus Christ 

 Holding Regular Worship that is 

Accessible and Appealing to 

Children, Young People and their 

Families. 

 Enabling Growth in the Numbers of 

Leaders of Children and Young 

People 

 Pursuing a Step Change in work with 

those aged 11-16 

 Facilitating Effective Partnerships 

between Churches and Local School. 

Prior to the pandemic we had a 

thriving Sunday School where the 

children enjoyed meeting and learning 

and developing their Christian Faith. 

Now that we are hopefully coming out 

of lockdown,  we need to look to the 

future and the future of the young 

people in our parish. 
 

With this in mind, there will be a 

meeting at  
 

7PM WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE  
in St Stephen’s community room.  
 

This meeting is for ANYONE  who is 

interested in reviving our Sunday 

School.   Meena, the Sunday School 

leader from St Peter‟s will be joining  

us to give us the benefit  

of her experience and  

advise us of the  

resources available  

from the Diocesan  

Board of Education. 
 

If you have the  

slightest  

interest in  

encouraging  

the children  

back to church  

please do come along to the meeting 

and please pray for its success. 
-oOo- 

If you have run out of things to do 

with your children or grandchildren 

during the half term break, don‟t forget 

the invitation from St. Peter‟s to join  

them for their LET’S CELEBRATE 

PENTECOST event, which will include 

activities, crafts, stories, songs and 

barbecue. 4TH JUNE 4PM. 

 

 

Linda 

Alan,  the vision champion at St Peter‟s 

has been thinking about prayer walks. 

We discussed this at a benefice vision 

meeting and a second idea was that 

maybe we could incorporate a litter 

pick as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 5TH is world environment day so 

that seems a perfect day for this event. 

Hopefully Burnley Council will assist 

with equipment.  Please meet at St 

Stephen’s Church at 10am if you 

want to take part in this walk with a 

difference. This is a joint benefice 

event which we will hopefully repeat 

later in the year at St Peter‟s. 

   

Vision Champion, St Stephen‟s 
 

Start children off on the way they 

should go, and even when they are 

old they will not turn from it. 

(Proverbs 22:6 ) 

 

Our last outing saw 14 of us 

wandering the canal and river banks 

on the Rowley Ramble and Linda‟s 

planned our next outing starting at 

St. John‟s Church, Worsthorne at 

9.30 am, Saturday 26th June. 
 

It‟s another pleasant 5 mile wander 

taking in Cant Clough and 

Hurstwood reservoirs with some 

simply stunning views on the way. 
 

No severe inclines but we will be 

crossing fields with a possibility of 

some soft ground so suitable sturdy 

footwear is a good idea. 
 

Returning to Worsthorne with 

plentiful options of refreshments 

and snacks available there. 
 

If anyone needs a lift to get there 

please call or text me and we‟ll sort 

you out. 
 

You can just turn up on the day but 

if you let us know that you‟re 

coming we‟ll hang around if you‟re a 

bit delayed. 

 

Linda:  07432 690 082 

Paul:  07967 644 709 



ST STEPHEN’S MEN’S GROUP 

aka THE BACON BUTTY BRIGADE 
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St. Peter’s Church:  

Nearly 900 Years Young 

Next year we are all going to be celebrating an important 

milestone birthday. St. Peter‟s will be 900 years old in 

2022.  We can‟t let this go by without any celebrations or 

fuss. What better way of acknowledging this important birthday and the end 

(hopefully) of the pandemic by generating ideas and making plans to give this 

lovely Church of ours a year to remember? 

Can I add to the stream of ideas? My suggestion is a book for the recreation of 

the „Letters of St Peter‟! There are 2 letters and 165 verses altogether. If I can 

set up a stall in the town centre and attract people to write a verse in this book 

for a minimum donation of £1.00 this will increase funds for the Church and 

highlight our presence in the town. I would like to get a book that is A3 in size 

and with lined paper so people can also write their name and address at the 

side. 

Of course, this is just a rough idea but I think there is a lot of potential. I would 

love to make this into something special for the Church and for Burnley - a 

beautiful book. I will need some volunteers to help me, especially to coax 

people to come to the stall and take part. Does anyone know the history of St 

Peter‟s and Burnley? The general public may not want to write a verse in the 

book but may be interested in the shared history. We could hand out 

pamphlets of the Church services and perhaps a potted history. 

Continuing with the history theme my next idea is a Pilgrimage! What about a 

walk to Whalley Abbey via Padiham. I know it‟s a long way (approx. 10 miles) 

but people could join us and leave when they feel too tired. It could take the 

form of a procession with banners and music; a prayer walk or even a 

combination of both with a Church service in the Abbey grounds. It would be 

nice if we could have some badges, banners and T-shirts with the 900 logo on. 

This could mean engaging with people we meet along the way but it also 

advertises the community spirit of St Peter‟s Church. 

Anyway, please let me know your views on the above or if you have some 

other good ideas. Exciting times ahead. Let‟s be part of history. 

       Annette Roadley 

 

The Bacon Butty boys are Back! 
 

After a long year and a half, the Bacon Butty Boys are back meeting up once 

more.  Although restrictions are still up and down, the intention is to meet up 

on the first Tuesday in June to enjoy  takeaway brekky. That‟s a first. 

 

Although our monthly  meetings are short, the work we carry out on the 

church is important to keep things to the high standard that we are 

proud of. 

 

Now that the clerestory problem has been fixed we will need to 

look at the interior decoration to ascertain if we are able to carry 

out the painting ourselves or employ contractors.  Jim, please have 

your paint brushes ready to go! 

 

We have accumulated a  couple of old bicycles and a 

supermarket trolley in the church yard over the past 

months, so a tip trip will be required. (Thank you to the 

kind people who have donated these items to the church, 

but I can‟t see the Vicar riding around the church yard on a 

bicycle in that state!) 

 

As for the shopping trolley, it must have been a hard trek 

wheeling it up to  Burnley Wood from Sainsbury‟s. Tesco‟s 

yes, but Sainsburys, no!   

 

Enough  of this merriment and back to the plot ... 
 

Our monthly  invitation goes to anyone who wishes to join us for the 2 hours 

we come together.  It will be lovely to see everyone buzzing around church 

once again. 

 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Have a lovely June, and if you have a garden and are thinking of planting those 

bedding plants, watch out for the early morning frost - remember, this is 

Lancashire and not London! 

     Keith 
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St Stephen’s  

Readers’ Rota for  

June 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 6th June 

Paul Hannah 
 
 

Sunday 13th June 

Edith Meek 
 

Sunday 20th June 

John Hughes 
 

Sunday 27th June 

Christine Harbour 
 

Please let Jean know if you 

are not able to be there on 

your Sunday. 

 

01282 432986 

St Stephen’s  

Cleaning Rota 
 

W/C 7th June::  Team 3 
 

W/C 14th June:  Team 1 
 

W/C 21st June: Team 2 
 

W/C 28th June: Team 3 
 

 
 

 

 SANCTUARY TOWNELEY CHAPEL 

6th June Mr & Mrs S Barritt Vacant 

13th June Vacant Vacant 

20th June Vacant Vacant 

27th June Mrs E Jessop Mrs B Rochester 

ROTA FOR JUNE 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one 

coughs. 
 

 Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how 

much weight you have gained. 
 

 Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever 

having a flat stomach. 
 

 Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation 

while drunk. 
 

 Gargoyle (n.), gross olive-flavoured 

mouthwash. 

 

 Flatulence (n.), emergency vehicle that picks 

you up after you are run over by a 

steamroller. 
 

 Balderdash (n.),  a rapidly receding hairline. 
 

 Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in 

which you absentmindedly answer the door 

in your nightgown. 
 

 Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp. 
 

 
 
 

(Thank you to Paul Hannah  - who else!) 



No duty is  

more urgent  

than that of  

returning thanks. 

(St Ambrose) 
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Gratitude is not only the greatest 

of virtues, but the parent of all 

 the others.  (Cicero) 

Silent gratitude 

isn’t very much 

use to anyone 

(Gladys Stern) 

Be thankful for what you 
have; you’ll end up having 

more.  If you concentrate on 
what you don’t have, you will never, ever have enough. 

When eating fruit,   

think of the person who 

planted the tree. 
(Vietnamese proverb) 

From ‘A Bundle of Laughs’:  J John & Mark Stibbe 

See you there! 

            is back at St Stephen’s (
       ... well, sort of 

        ON SUNDAY 20TH JUNE  
       we‟ll be having a visit from Sarah, who  

   works with the Diocesan Board of Education and will 

be talking to us about children and the Church.  And guess what? ... 
 

 ... BREAKFAST WILL BE SERVED FROM  

9.15 AM ONWARDS 
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29th June is St Peter ’s Day 

   

 
Buttermilk Strawberry Shortcake 

Shortcakes are a mix between a shortbread biscuit and a classic scone, so you get the 

butteriness of one and the crumbliness of the other. Combine with strawberries and cream 

and you have yourself an unbeatable afternoon tea treat.  

 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

For the strawberries and cream 
 

 200g ripe strawberries, hulled and sliced  

 1 tbsp caster sugar 

 120ml chilled double cream 
 

For the shortcakes 
 

 125g plain flour, plus extra to dust 

 1½ tsp baking powder 

 2 tbsp caster sugar 

 ⅛  tsp fine sea salt 

 60g cold unsalted butter, cubed, plus extra to grease 

 1 medium free-range egg, beaten 

 2 tbsp buttermilk (or milk with a squeeze of lemon in it) 
 

You will also need a 7cm round or fluted cutter, and a baking sheet greased and lined 

with non-stick baking paper. 

 

 Heat the oven to 220°C/200°C fan/gas 6. Put the strawberries in a bowl and stir in 

half the 1 tbsp caster sugar. Set aside to macerate for about 15 minutes or so until 

the berries have softened slightly and released a little of their juice. 

 Next, make the shortcakes. Sift the flour and baking powder into a medium mixing 

bowl. Add the 2 tbsp sugar and the salt. Cut in the cold butter with a round-bladed 

knife until the mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Lightly stir in the egg and 

buttermilk/milk, ensuring you don‟t overwork the dough. Roll or pat out the dough 

on a floured board to about 2cm thick. Flour the cutter and cut out 4 circles. 

Gently gather together the leftover dough and pat out again, if necessary, to make 

the final shortcake. 

 Transfer the shortcakes to the prepared baking sheet and bake for 10-12 minutes 

until lightly golden. Remove from the oven, then transfer to a cooling rack. 

 Whip the double cream with the remaining sugar in a mixing bowl until it forms 

very soft, floppy peaks. Cut the shortcakes in half and top with a generous dollop of 

the cream, a pile of strawberries and a spoonful of the strawberry juices. Top with 

the other half of the shortcake and eat straightaway. 

https://www.deliciousmagazine.co.uk/recipes/the-best-all-butter-shortbread-recipe/
https://www.deliciousmagazine.co.uk/recipes/classic-scones/
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Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

It has been good to return to our new rooms and 

to begin to have a routine back of beginning with 

circle time (songs, prayer, Bible story and 

discussion) followed by an activity. 
 

We have spent quite a lot of time looking at 

prayer incorporating our lovely Thy Kingdom 

Come Panda prayer books and God Venture mini 

mag. We were extremely lucky to receive these 

delightful booklets as a gift from the Diocese. We 

looked at who we wanted to pray for and why 

(we got some very perceptive answers).  The 

mini mag included a home kit to make angels and 

in the Sunday School we read together Psalm 91 

playing a matching game with the words . 
 

We will, over the coming weeks, spend a lot of 

time discussing Pentecost and Trinity as this is the 

theme for our workshop . 
 

Roots has been revamped in recent months 

including a lovely new section ' Talk together and 

talk to God ' . Perfect !!!! . 

  Love from Sunday School xx 

 

 

Lucy the Lamb (the star of Patrick's school 

recording) visited and helped us with  

understanding the parable ' I am the vine ' 

... with a difference 

It’s really important that 

the Holy Spirit came down - 

so going down the snakes 

means you will win!! 


