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A Prayer for Afghanistan 

 
Loving Lord, 

We lift up the country of Afghanistan to 

you, at this time of peril. 

We put our trust in you that you have a 

plan for the nation, 

As you do for each of us. 

May you guide the international leaders 

in their decision-making. 

We pray for the right decisions to be 

made for the refugees, 

We ask you to protect them. 

May the Holy Spirit flow over the 

mountains, across the deserts, 

And into the cities, like a river in full 

force. 

Defend the vulnerable against all evil. 

We ask this in your name. 

Amen. 
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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  

 

We send our love and congratulations to Ruth who was ordained priest at 

Huddersfield Parish Church on 26th June. 
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Please ensure that all articles for 

the OCTOBER 

magazine are submitted no later 

than  
15th September   

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 

BURNLEY FOOTBALL CLUB   

have been updating their facilities for 

disabled fans  Unfortunately pitchside 

facilities are already fully booked for 

the season and only open air seats 

are available.  For more details 

phone Anita Goodenough at Turf 

Moor on 01282 704717, or look at 

Burnley Football Club website. 
 

 

BURNLEY TOGETHER:   

Good news is that this is still going 

strong with its food parcel delivery 

and has intro-duced a befriending 

service.  Opening hours are: 

9-5 Monday to Friday. 

Phone 01282 686402. 
 

 THE CLINICAL COMMISSIONING GROUP 
has access to a Long Covid Clinic.  If 

you have long lasting Covid 

symptoms that simply won‟t go away 

ask your GP for a referral. 
 

COMMUNICARS  

operates from the CVS building in 

Yorkshire Street.  It uses volunteers 

to give people lifts to appointments 

and take them home again.  It 

operates from 9.00 am - 5.00 pm, 

Monday to Friday.  There is a charge, 

as volunteers use their own cars.  If 

you want to use the service you 

need to register, and then give four 

days‟ notice of when you require a 

lift.  Phone:  01282 412096 
 

Barbara   

  

 

 

Last month, the PCCs of both churches met 

with the Archdeacon and the Area Dean, Revd 

Chris Casey,  to discuss the way forward in 

choosing a successor to Patrick. 

 

Revd Casey read and asked the PCC to reflect on the following passage from 

Acts 1:12-end: 
 

Matthias chosen to replace Judas 
 

"Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, 

a Sabbath day‟s walk from the city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 

room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and 

Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus 

and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly 

in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brothers. 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a 

hundred and twenty) and said, „Brothers and sisters, the Scripture had to be 

fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through David concerning Judas, 

who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus. He was one of our number 

and shared in our ministry 
 

(With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he 

fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. Everyone in 

Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, 

that is, Field of Blood.  For,‟ said Peter, „it is written in the Book of Psalms: 
 

„“May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,” and,„“May 

another take his place of leadership.” 

 

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the 

whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John‟s baptism to 

the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a 

witness with us of his resurrection. 
 

So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barabbas (also known as Justus) and 

Matthias. Then they prayed, „Lord, you know everyone‟s heart. Show us which of 

these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to 

go where he belongs.‟ Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was 

added to the eleven apostles."       Continued ... 
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Revd Casey said that, as we work through the vacancy the key points for us to 

take from this reading are:: 

 

They Stayed together - maintaining unity in interregnum is vital for the health 

and future of the church and the gifts of all, both men and women were vital. 
 

They prayed together - the disciples were in 'constant prayer' - we must find 

ways of journeying through all stages of the process with fervent prayer. 
 

They shared vision together - maintaining their understanding that they are 

part of a much bigger mission of God in the redemption of humanity, and they 

are playing a part in it. 
 

They made decisions together - based upon the fruits they saw and their 

prayerful submission to God‟s will. 

 

Please keep the PCC in your thoughts, and pray for 

those members who are chosen to represent our 

congregations in the appointment of our new rector.  

Nothing of importance should happen without prayer, 

and we are all  called to pray. 

 
 
 

 

Hello Everyone! 

 

Well, at last, there does appear to be light at the end of the tunnel!  

Fingers crossed! 
 

We are beginning to re-introduce activities at Church, albeit with 

caution.  We have to follow the guidelines of the Diocese but are 

hoping to bring back our tea/coffee refreshments after the morning 

service at the beginning of September.  Our Saturday morning 

concerts, which are an hour of excellent and varied entertainment 

should be back for the first week in October.  We hope to be able to 

bring back other social events shortly. 
 

During the past couple of weeks, Philip, Meena and their family have 

had a very well deserved holiday.  During Meena‟s absence, Sunday 

School continued and we must thank Georgina and the team for the 

splendid job they did.  Not easy shoes to fill Georgina but you did a 

great job!! 
 

Thank you very much indeed to Andrew and Jason for stepping in to 

cover for Philip.  Again, very difficult shoes to fill, but thank you both 

for the excellent music.  We have some very talented people at St. 

Peter‟s.  We are extremely fortunate. 
 

Patrick, Lisa and their family are now settling in Yorkshire.  Patrick 

said that home is beginning to look like home and they are enjoying 

their new life there. 
 

On the 29th August there is a united service at St. Stephens Church 

but as it is Patrick‟s induction at his new church, a number of us will 

be there. 
 

Take care everyone and if you are going to take a holiday shortly, 

enjoy. 

   Sandra and Jason 

7 
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Many thanks to Dennis Ward for 

looking into the history of St 

Stephen‟s for us.  (A book entitled 

„The History of St Stephen‟s‟,  written 

by Alec 

Taylor,  is 

available from 

church at the  

price of £10. 

There are 

only limited 

copies 

available if 

anyone is 

interested in 

purchasing a 

copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A request came from Australia for 

information on the incumbent 

Reverend James Cranbrook. It seems 

that the person requesting this 

information was a relative of the 

aforesaid incumbent. 

 

It‟s interesting to know that St 

Stephens church  was built for the 

kindly sum of £8,500 in 1879. In 

today‟s money that amounts to 

£,1,083,470.66p, well,  according to a 

website calculator it does! 

We are sure that the building is worth 

far more than that amount to us, 

however it‟s interesting to look at 

things in perspective. 

 

BUSY BEES ... 

 

Much has been happening at  

St Stephen‟s over the past  

few months as we are slowly  

being released from our lockdowns.  

Difficult decisions have been made 

with everyone‟s  safety in mind. We 

are fortunate at St Stephens to be 

able to hold certain events safely 

whilst other church‟s are unable to 

do so. Each church is different in 

architecture internally so it may not 

be possible for some churches to 

offer what other churches can. Risk 

assessments are regularly looked at 

with restrictions being slowly lifted as 

we progress through the months.  

Keeping you safe is a priority the 

wardens take very seriously.  We 

have a duty of care for everyone who 

comes through the door,  including 

the curate-in-charge. 

 

The future is looking brighter as we 

progress towards, dare we say,  

Christmas at this early time of the 

year.  Services are already being 

planned for the PCCs approval as we 

move into Autumn. 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

At each sitting of the  PCC we 

discuss the care of the sick, the 

elderly and infirm who are unable to 

attend church. We are pleased to 

report that we shall soon be kick-

starting the home communion visits 

once again to allow that personal 

contact, bringing the Church into the 

homes of folk who are unable to get 

to church, for one reason or another. 

 

 

On a finer note we now find ourselves 

as a benefice in an interregnum, 

something that St Stephen‟s and St 

Peter‟s churches have gone through 

since their first incumbencies, so 

nothing new there. 
 

We live in a fast moving world where 

everything is expected now and not 

later, but as we progress we have to 

be patient and pray that a right 

decision will be made by our PCCs 

and, more importantly, our demo-

cratically elected parish represent-

atives (not necessarily churchwardens). 
 

It‟s easy to become down-hearted and 

frustrated when things are moving at a 

slow pace,  but this will ensure correct 

decisions are made and the right 

person is  chosen to be the next 

incumbent for our parishes. 
 

Both our church‟s wardens have met 

with Bishop Philip,  who is confident 

that we will be in a position to offer 

the incumbency soon. Things do take 

time as this is the Church of England! 
 

It‟s good to know that at St Stephen‟s 

our parish profile team will work 

together with our brothers and sisters 

from St Peter‟s to ensure that the 

parish profile is an accurate account of 

how we work together, as we have 

done since the Benefice was created 

for the glory of God, which is why we  

spend so much time trying to get it 

right..  

9 



There are many vacant dates if you 

would like to give a donation 

towards flowers  please contact any 

member of the Flower Guild  

Theirs is much more to report but 

the October  magazine will hopefully 

bring good news, we sill see? 

 

Hoping you all have a lovely  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

as we slowly move into Autumn with 

beautiful colours and of  course the 

song – September In The Rain  The 

people of God sing. The role of music 

in worship is biblical. ... The Apostle 

Paul instructed the Colossians: 

 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly; teach and admonish one 

another in all wisdom; and with 

gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” 

 

God bless 

 

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul. 
 

 

 

         
 

ST PETER’S  
MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

Unfortunately, we were unable to 

have our planned Mothers‟ Union 

meeting on 25th August.  

Hopefully, we can get back to 

normal soon, and meet on the 

29th September just for a chat and 

catch up and to plan for the next 

few months. 

   Carol  

 

ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
 

 

 SANCTUARY  

5th Vacant 

12th Mrs M Brown 

19th Mr & Mrs S Barritt 

26th VACANT 

 TOWNELEY CHAPEL 

5th Mrs M Tomlinson 

12th Mr & Mrs S Barritt 

19th Vacant 

26th Vacant 

Alice 
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September in the Memorial Book of St Peter’s 

4th Charlie Stuttard, Maria E Spencer 

7th John Jordan, Nancy Tee 

8th Rudolph Bannister Yates, Annie Smith  

9th Gladys Eglin 

11th Fred Holt 

12th William Michael Ratcliffe 

14th Donald Robert Binns 

15th May Blanche Green 

20th Jack Barritt 

21st Edward Rowson, Desmond Baker 

22nd Kuranosuke Lizuka, Evelyn Hedges 

23rd Jan Lozinski, George Banniser 

24th Walter Watson, Alfred Pearson Barritt 

25th Isaac Heap 

26th Frank Whitaker 

27th Harold Salts, John H Hutchinson, Edith Greenhalgh 

28th Beatrice Blanche Simpson 

29th Gertrude Minnie Lizuka 

30th Ellen Bridge                                                                               R.I.P 

September in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

1st Arthur Rushton, Ella Stuttard 

2nd John Henry Walters, Sally MacKay, Horace Wood 

3rd Alice Mason, Derek Atherton 

4th Norah Green, Albert Smith Taylor, Norma Clegg 

5th Harry Pettinger Phillips, May Wilde, Fanny L Watson 

6th Martha A Haywood, Millie Rogers, Margaret A Fielding 

7th David Harold Edmondson, John Edward Shepherd 

8th Annie Boulton, John Evans 

9th Herbert Chadwick 

10th Maud Alston 

11th Amelia Rose Walters, Joan Nicholson 

12th Louisa Vaughan 

13th Camelia Rose Walters 

14th Albert Wardley, Fred Shaw 

15th Annie Howarth 

16th Stephen Worswick Hargreaves, George Francis Halton, Margaret A Warren, Margaret 

Jackson, Stephen R Carlisle 

17th Marian Booth 

18th Margaret Alice Seed, Jane Lord, Lena Hodgson 

19th Benjamin Baker Jackson, Ellen Latham, John Sutcliffe, Susan Elizabeth Taylor (nee Clegg) 

20th Alfred Astin, Tom A Walton, Jenny Eccles, Alfred Pickup, Colin Stuttard 

21st David Brown 

22nd Robert Furness 

23rd Ivy Tomlinson, Ida Margaret Wilcock, Arthur Parker, Mary Dewhirst 

24th Arthur Chadwick, Christopher Rogerson, Martha Mary Eastwood,  

Harry Chadwick, Eastwood Watson, Peter Hall 

25th Walter Hopwood, Ada Murray, Jim Fielding, William (Bill) Jackson, Mary Laing 

26th Beatrice Parry 

27th Emily Margaret Thompson, Ernest Miller 

28th Florrie Holden, Harry Schofield 

29th Olive Mabel Tidswell Walsh 

30th Roger Batey 

 R.I.P. 
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The Organist  

Entertains  ...  
 

 

   

"Bid me discourse,  I will  

enchant thine ear " 
 

 
Many thanks to St Peter‟s organist, Philip Tomlinson, and St Matthew‟s church 

organist, Peter Harrison, for recently accompanying Jean and myself to view 

church organs at 'Church Organ World' showrooms in Shaw near Rochdale.  

The visit was an important part of the project as we look into the possibility of 

replacing the current, unreliable, organ at St Stephen‟s church.  It was decided 

that it would be most beneficial in taking experienced and well-established 

organists on the visit, as this would give more than one opinion in helping our 

PCC to come to a decision regarding a suitable replacement organ for St 

Stephen‟s church.  

 

Quality and affordability: 

 

This was an extremely interesting visit as we were taken through the paces of 

various demonstrations from Philip and Peter, along with the showroom's 

demonstrator.  Although the showroom housed quite a selection of organs, 

which included four-manual (keyboards) organs, it was evident that £49,000 

was definitely not going to be within our price range!  Beautiful as they 

sounded, they are something we cannot afford and they would certainly be far 

too big for a church such as the size of St Stephen‟s.  

 

However, we were very fortunate to listen to a Makin two-manual organ in the 

showroom, which was beautifully played by both our musicians.  It was very 

impressive listening to this particular instrument, which took us all by surprise 

with its beautiful tones and colours.  The sound was very clean and fresh and 

extremely pleasing to the ear.  Looking at the console and the cabinet, it 

wouldn‟t look out of place in our church, and, collectively, we thought it would 

be perfect for the possible installation in our church. 

 

We were very fortunate to be able to listen to a demonstration of a similar 

organ in a nearby church, which sounded wonderful.  The church visited was 

somewhat on the same scale as our own St Stephen‟s church.  

 

 

 

 

Later in the month, Jean and I were delighted to welcome to St Stephen‟s, Dr 

Keith Harrington, the director of 'Church Organ World'.  He came to evaluate 

the church of its acoustic values, and to make a full assessment to ascertain 

whether the Makin organ we looked at in Shaw would be a suitable installation.  

A full report by Dr Harrington has now been received, which suggests that the 

Makin model would be well suited for us.  The suppliers have said that if we 

would like the organ to be temporarily installed in church, they would be happy 

to do this at no cost to us and no commitment.  If it didn‟t suit the PCC and 

congregation, then they would take away the organ with no further obligation 

on our part. 
 

How Much?  

 

The showroom model we were interested in would come at a cost of £15,500 

- this would include speakers and installation. This instrument comes with a 10 

year guarantee with parts and labour.  

 

The monies we have received so far towards the cost of a replacement 

amounts to £7,000; this includes a donation from St Stephen‟s Players and a St 

Stephen‟s parishioner.  Thank you so much to both parties for the helping hand 

and the commitment in the much needed replacement.  The PCC will now 

have the difficult task to decide which path we will take in replacing the current 

instrument, and also where the financing will come from. 

 

As reported in past editions of the magazine, it 

is very likely that the current instrument is well 

past its sell by date and virtually unplayable, this 

has been backed up by various organists.  Jean 

has done a great job trying to make the 

instrument play, many organists wouldn‟t play 

it - much of the organ is inoperable it's sad to 

say.  

 

We hope that we can step up and bring a 

quality of music that St Stephen‟s really does 

deserve!  

 

Many thanks to all involved. 

 

    Keith  
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St Stephen’s Branch 
 
 

LOOKING BACK 
 

It‟s so good to be able to have something to report on that involves a 

meeting of MU members at an actual get together. For August we 

decided to meet in church over an afternoon tea. How lovely it was to 

see faces both familiar and new. We held a brainstorming session, from 

which a list of great ideas was drawn up to help carry us forward. 

 
LOOKING FORWARD 
 

Our 2022 programme is still evolving as we look for speakers to fill it. 

The committee is meeting early September to collate ideas and hopefully 

make lots of bookings. Until then we will let you know month by month 

our plans for meetings up to and including December. 
 

Looking towards Christmas I have been in touch with Turf Moor and 

made a preliminary booking for The MU Christmas Dinner and festivities 

for 12 noon on Thursday 9th December in the Chairman‟s Lounge once 

again. The cost is £12.50 for three courses. 
 

OUR SEPTEMBER MEETINGS 
 

 Tuesday 14th, 2pm in church, „Songs, Sayings and Scones‟ a 

perennial favourite comprising hymns, poetry or readings and of 

course scones and refreshments. If you‟d like to read a poem or a 

saying please bring it along on the day and please have a think about 

any favourite hymns you‟d like included. 

 Tuesday 28th, 7.30pm in church, to be arranged 

 

OUR SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS  
 

On the 19th, Linda and Paul Hannah celebrate 

their wedding anniversary and on the 23rd, it‟s 

many happy returns to Edith Meek (shhh! It‟s a 

special 0). 
 

 
 

 

 

 

      "From the Tree to The Cross" 
 

         LINDA'S SEPTEMBER WALK  

      SATURDAY 4TH SEPT, 9:30 AM,  

         SINGING RINGING TREE CAR PARK 
 

      Lace up your boots for a ramble into 

      Rossendale. We start at the Singing 

      Ringing Tree Car Park at the high  

      point of 

Crown Point Road and head on undulating 

paths into Rossendale taking in Compston's 

Cross, the ancient waymarker showing the 

route to Whalley Abbey,  the remains of the 

medieval village of Gambleside, finally 

abandoned in the late 19th Century, 

Clowbridge Reservoir and walking at times 

on the Limersgate, the old pack horse route 

used for carrying lime from Clitheroe to 
Rochdale. 

 

9km (about 2½ - 3 hours) All hard paths, 

some grassy. good walking footwear 

recommended. Please share transport if 

possible, parking can be limited. 

 

ANY QUESTIONS OR IF YOU NEED A LIFT JUST CONTACT  

PAUL HANNAH ON 07967 644 709 
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ST PETERS   
2020-21 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

continued to make donations 

during the pandemic. 
 

Donations that were gift aided 

amounted to £17436.88 and tax 

reclaimed on this amounted to 

£4359.23 during the tax year to 

5th April 2021. 
 

If anyone wishes to know what 

has been reclaimed on their 

individual donations please 
contact the Gift Aid Secretary 

Jim Davies on 01282 434763  
 

 

If I put on a crown 

It will not make me a Queen 

Or if I don a suit of armour 

Or cock a rifle, I will never be a soldier. 
 

My hiking boots did not make me 

scale a mountain 

Nor did going to church make me  a 

Christian! 
 

A veil was lifted from my eyes 

A blooded body on a cross 

Filled my darkened soul with shame. 

A voice crying out in deepest pain 

Tore my burdened heart to pieces 

As I surrendered to my Saviour. 
 

Jesus lifts me when I stumble 

Holds me even though I fail 

He leads with a gentle spirit .He 

guides ‘long  life’s fractured way. 
 

I know He will always walk beside me 

and 

I will drink forever from His  

everlasting cup. 

Amen.     C.H. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Malala Yousafzai and 
the Peterloo Massacre  
 

 

God speaks to us at times and in ways we can never expect, and acts in ways 

that are often not clear until their ultimate fulfillment. 
 

On 16th August, hhen preparing for Night Prayer, dedicated 

to the Blessed Virgin Mary, it was difficult not to see an 

irony contrasting the elevation of Mary to the threat of 

coercion and oppression on millions of Afghan women 

following the dramatic changes in governance unfolding in 

that land. Governance remained a theme in my mind as that 

day was also the 202nd anniversary of the massacre of 

eighteen people during the protest in St. Peter's Field in 

Manchester to campaign for the rights of all men to vote 

(Women had yet to be considered). 

 

I quickly realised that the irony was only a product of my point of view at that 

moment, the truth revealed was one of hope and inspiration in times of despair 

and hopelessness. Mary was a simple girl born into a world 

where women had little or no voice, and was chosen from 

obscurity by God to carry His most precious gift to the 

world.   Malala Yousafzai was a 14 year old girl when she was 

shot in the head by the Taliban for speaking out for the 

rights of girls to attend school. Not only did the 

assassination attempt fail but her recovery made her the 

most famous teenager in the world, inspiring millions of 

oppressed women to aspire to become all they can be, and 

through her not-for profit organisation funding schools and education 

programmes in some of the most oppressed areas of the world. 

 

When 60,000 people turned up to campaign in Manchester 

against the controlling and unjust electoral system, none of 

them expected to die, but the actions of the dominant 

authorities caused the groundswell to multiply resulting, 

ultimately, in the democracy we in the West enjoy today. 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary reminds us that in the darkest of 

adversity, God often empowers ordinary people to make an 

extraordinary difference.  

       Paul H. 
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Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

 September is always an exciting month with a wide range of emotions as 

schools reopen and our children move to new classes and teachers. Routines 

begin to return. 
 

We are very proud of all our children and how much they contribute to us and 

how much they value their life at St Peter's Church. We have been spending 

time discussing the questionnaire and what we would like to see in our new 

Vicar. It is so apparent that friendship and contact with others is vital . 
 

We offer our congratulations to Esther and Andile as they move away to 

University. We send them and their families our love and blessings . Bea begins 

college studies and William begins Year 13 and Andrew Year 11. All new times 

and times of preparation for the future.  Alisha will be in her final year of 

primary school and hopefully confirmed later this year. As life changes we 

remember that God is with us on every path. 
 

We will be talking through these times of changes and how we are feeling - 

thoughts which tie in with our Vacancy. We are grateful to have the continued 

stability of Father Paul every week whom the children are very at ease with. 
 

We will be looking at our wonderful Creation and how we see the season 

change as well as the Gospel reading. 
 

It has been so encouraging to see our Mums direct the Sunday School during 

the holidays.  What a fantastic job they have done . Along with St Stephen‟s 

Sunday School helpers, we will all be having some training with Sarah Earnshaw, 

the Diocesan Children's worker,  during September . 
 

As always we send our love to you all.  Please keep our children/ young people 

and their families in your prayers . 
 

Love to all from Sunday School xx 
-oOo- 

 

Sunday School outing to Bishop Philip's July 16th 
 

This was a splendid occasion for everyone with fantastic weather . Bishop Philip 

told the younger children an animated version of the 'Wedding at Cana ' . 

Everyone joined in with the partying and Bishop Philip amazed us all as he filled 

up the wine glasses with what was clearly water in the jugs but amazingly it 

turned red !!!!!        /continued ... 

 

The older children enjoyed 

playing pool together . All 

children/young people played 

football and cricket and we 

ended having fun playing wink 

murder. 
 

There was loads of food and ice 

cream . 
 

A wonderful time which 

everyone wants to repeat . 
 

Meena 
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Building Project 
 

 

We have been partly using the Di-

ocesan summer building project on 

Thursday morning in conjunction 

with a long standing attempt to 

build Noah's Ark !!!! 

 

We have been amazed at the size 

and detail that God gave to 

Noah!!!! 

 

We have discussed the huge tem-

ple that King Solomon built . Why 

so large?  Do we need a huge 

building to worship in?  Does the 

worship come from within us? 

 

Lots of messy fun . Thank you to 

Mrs Crowther and St Peter's 

School for the loan of hard hats 

and jackets and to Sarah Earnshaw 

from the Diocese for her visit with 

us . 
 

 Meena   
 

(and breakfast 
and maybe  

dinner)! 
 

Jesus often used meals to engage 

with people and teach important 

lessons and he continues to call us 

to his table to become closer to 

Him.  In Luke's Gospel alone there  

are 10 stories of Jesus dining with people. Simply, when we share food 

we all feel our common needs and connect with each other more deeply 

than we do in almost any other interaction.  

One of the things I have missed most during the last 18 strange months 

has been the simple pleasure of eating and drinking with others and so 

the relaxing of restrictions allowing refreshments after services and even 

a couple of breakfasts together have made me appreciate how much we 

feel part of a supportive community when we eat and drink together. 
 

We've now hosted two "Let's Do Lunch" events before the Wednesday 

service at St. Stephen's with over 20 people from both Churches and a 

couple of new people enjoying the two course gastronomic experience 

each time. So if you haven't tried it yet, come to St. Stephen's for 12:30 

every time the Wednesday service is held there and bring your friends. 

(and best of all, it's free!). 
 

Massive thanks to everyone who has cooked, served, donated and at-

tended. 

         Paul 
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In an ideal world your study of 

scripture could consist of a weekly 

Church service including readings and 

a sermon, a once or twice weekly 

study session with others, and daily 

reading on your own.  

 

So let‟s take a look at the state of play 

at St Peter‟s. Hopefully most members 

will attend services on a fairly regular 

basis and thus hear the Word read 

and probably hear a sermon to help 

interpret it too. At the moment the 

only regular Bible Study our Church 

offers is ABCs on Thursday mornings, 

which attracts a number in single 

figures. Some members  join in with 

St. Stephen‟s Housegroup. A few do 

Bible Journalling on alternate 

Wednesdays. And of course our 

Sunday School children have their 

own lessons in scripture. So far so 

good. But that looks to me to leave 

some gaps. I don‟t know what people 

are doing from day to day in the way 

of study, but I‟ll risk unpopularity (I‟ve 

probably ticked that box already 

anyway) and suggest that we may not 

be doing nearly enough. We need to 

get into the habit of our Daily Dose!  

 

I think as individuals we need to try 

and find ways of making study of 

scripture a routine, and maybe work 

out ways of getting together with 

others to do so. As a Church, we 

could help by organising more 

opportunities to come together and 

learn. Something on offer in the   

    /continued ... 

 

same message; that Jesus prayed a lot, 

at all sorts of times and in all sorts of 

places. That‟s something we all should 

be doing.  
 

I said there are two things that we all 

should be doing. So if praying is one, 

then what is the other? Reading the 

Bible. Studying Scripture. Call it Bible 

Study if you like.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We should be aiming to do that daily 

as well, committing to a regular and 

sustainable pattern of scripture 

reading. “Your word is a lamp that 

gives light wherever I walk” says 

Psalm 119. The Letter to the 

Hebrews says “What God has said 

isn‟t only alive and active! It is sharper 

than any double edged sword” (ch4 

v12). We should allow God‟s Word 

to penetrate and change us. Part of 

our post-communion prayers ask 

God that we live by every word that 

comes from him. If we are to do that, 

we need to know just what those 

words are! So along with prayer, 

study of the Holy Bible is not just a 

case of listening to the readings every 

Sunday, or dipping into scripture 

when we‟re having a bad time. It 

should be a daily discipline. Or as  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan writes ... 
I guess most of us have a 

list of daily tasks, things 

that need to be done 

pretty well everyday of 

our lives. Brushing your 

teeth at least once a day is a good 

practice. If you have a dog it will need 

feeding and walking, definitely daily 

and probably more frequently than 

that. Personally, I‟m not happy starting 

the day without checking the news, 

both online and on radio, along with a 

cup of tea. 

 

There‟s two things, if we claim to 

follow Christ, that we ought to be 

doing every day without fail. The first 

should be obvious; praying for 

ourselves and for others. Prayer isn‟t 

just for Church on Sunday. Prayer is 

for everywhere everyday. Don‟t 

worry about 

what to say 

or how to 

do it. If in 

doubt, 

follow the 

simple 

mantra: 

“Keep it 

Simple. 

Keep it Real. 

Keep it Up!”  

 

I‟d add “Keep it Frequent.” All of the 

Gospel accounts of Jesus give us the  

Father Paul has commended to us, our 

“Daily Dose”. 

 
There are plenty of guides, in book 

form or online, to help you with Bible 

Study, and I‟d recommend you look 

into them. A “Study Bible”, which is 

like a Bible and Guide combined, is 

maybe not as expensive to buy as you 

might think (but be warned, they can 

be heavy and have small print, so not 

for everyone).  

 

But let‟s go a bit further with this. 

Some things are more fruitful, and 

dare I say more fun, when they are 

done with others rather than alone. 

Take if from me, a session of study 

with others will prove far more 

enlightening than any amount of 

reading on your own. And such study 

can take many forms. There could be 

two or ten of you. You could be in 

Church, at someone‟s home, or 

anywhere else. There could be a 

leader or no leader. You could be 

with family, other Church members, 

friends or even strangers! 

 

 



evenings might be a good start. But 

please don‟t jump to the conclusion 

that the ”usual suspects” should be 

expected to step in and do this. 

What would impress God, and a 

maybe a potential new Rector, is if 

somebody NEW to leading would 

take the initiative. All of us who “do 

stuff” in the Church have had to, on 

one or more occasions, just to put 

their faith in God and take the 

plunge. With God‟s help, we usually 

got by, and even on the odd 

occasion when things didn‟t come 

off quite as we‟d hoped, so what? 

No harm done, we learned, moved 

on and tried again. So please pray 

for our congregations to be active 

Bible readers, and listen to hear if 

God might be calling you to help 

others with scripture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you getting your Daily Dose, 

and if not, what is your plan to get 

more of the Word of God into 

your weekly routine? 

 
Alan Roadley.  
Vision Champion, St Peter’s  
07588 556640 
alan@alanroadley.net 

A Prayer for the 

Vacancy  

 
Lord God, in this time of transition in 
our United Benefice, help us to look 
back with thankfulness to all that has 
been, and forward with hope to all 
that is to come. 
 
Unite us in love, fellowship, and 
service as we continue to work and 
worship through the Vacancy. 
 
We pray that you will open our ears  
to hear what you are asking of us 
now:  
our eyes to see what needs releasing, 
renewing, and realising: 
our hearts to follow the call and 
direction of your Spirit. 
 
When the time is right, send us a 
priest who will be a servant, shepherd 
leader, committed to nurturing our 
gifts of discipleship,  
encouraging our growth in faith and 
partnering us in transforming the 
communities we are called to serve. 
 
We ask this in fellowship with our 
patrons, St Peter and St Stephen, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Hi everyone, 

 

Things at St Stephen‟s continue to move 

forward with the return of church organisations now meeting in 

church rather than over Zoom, or in some cases not having met 

at all.  The House Group and Mothers Union have now been able 

to meet in person and the Sunday School  have made a welcome return. It has 

been a delight to see the children in church and we must do all we can to make 

them feel part of the life of St Stephens. 
 

When Keith gave out the notices in August everything seemed to involve food 

and I began to worry that it may not be a good thing. My mind was put at ease 

when later in the service  Father Paul said that in the bible Jesus can often be 

found eating with his disciples and followers or attending weddings and holy 

festivals where food would be part of the celebrations. 
 

We have enjoyed getting together and sharing food and 

fellowship quite a few times in the last two months. With 

our new venture „Let‟s do Lunch‟ being very well 

attended,  „Wake up and Worship‟, where hopefully the 

breakfast time will be an opportunity to meet and chat 

with vicar.   Our final food offering was at The Burnley 

Ladies Prayer Breakfast. This was quite a success on 

Zoom, but I can say that nothing compares with being 

able to meet together in person. Our last meeting saw 24 

ladies and yes men enjoying fellowship, praise, prayer and 

of course breakfast. 
 

Jesus had friends, Lazarus, Mary and Martha and enjoyed getting together with 

them. Martha worked had to prepare food for Jesus and complained about her 

sister who was just sitting around listening to Jesus. Jesus said that Mary‟s 

choice was better than all the work Martha was doing. The problem wasn‟t the 

work it was that she was so busy she was going to miss spending time with 

Jesus 
 

Food may be the thing that initially brings us together but we should ensure 

that we make time for the people we are serving. Talking and listening sharing 

our faith and  growing in faith together. 

         Linda 

‘So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,  

do it all for the glory of God’. 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

Linda writes ... 

Ladies’ Prayer Breakfast 

mailto:alan@alanroadley.net
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anyone else‟s gifts because the Lord in his goodness has given us all we need.  

 

Charlotte Elliot lived in Victorian times - the daughter of 

an evangelical preacher. She was a known as a humorous 

poet but at the age of 32 had a serious illness which 

disabled her for the rest of her life. Naturally she became 

depressed and started to doubt God and wonder why he 

had allowed this misfortune to come upon her. She started 

to question with a time of inner conflict and much soul 

searching. At last she found peace with God and turned her hand from amusing 

poetry into hymn writing. These words flowed from the pain and confusion of 

her inner being as she wrote; 
 

  Just as I am without one plea 

  But that thy blood was shed for me 

  And that Thou bidst  me come to Thee 

  Oh Lamb of God I come. 
 

We can all come to the throne.  Just tick the ACCEPT box. 

 

Love and blessings 

 

   

(Oscar Wilde) 

Most of us are familiar with the story of David and Goliath, the exciting tale of 

the young David slaying the giant 

Philistine with a few stones and a sling.  A 

lesser known fact is revealed in Samuel 

1:38-40 that at first Saul dressed David in 

his own suit of armour and placed a 

bronze helmet on his head, but David 

tore it off as he felt uncomfortable and 

warrior like. David the humble 

shepherd,  although much smaller in 

stature than Saul was comfortable in his 

own skin and had confidence in his 

Almighty God. As we know he was triumphant and his trust in God enabled 

him to kill Goliath. 

 

What a lesson to us all! We live in a world where we are 

often judged as being desirable by ticking boxes or doing 

personality tests to reveal who we really are. The world 

has become a fake world and we have fake news and 

sadly,  to be able to conceal the truth is considered an 

admirable trait. We hide too behind clothes, position, 

wealth and false pride.  We are similar to clowns with 

their painted smiles and exaggerated antics hiding their 

real identity. We are told that comedians and clowns are often depressed and 

anxious in real life. A painted face or a false smile are just a façade against inner 

pain and turmoil. 

David was the humble shepherd boy who became one of the most famous 

kings. He revealed his true self in the writing of the psalms. He was no fake as 

he clearly showed through this magnificent poetry, his woes, his sadness 

and  his sinfulness, but he always rejoiced in his God his Creator, and his King. 

He praised him and he exalted him always.  

 

You know God doesn‟t ask us to do a personality test and he 

actually only needs one tick in the box . That is the tick to accept 

his son Jesus as our Saviour.  When we do this we have no need 

to pretend anymore because he loves us just as we are. He only 

seeks to make us reach our full potential in the gifts that he has 

given us. He actually makes sure we all have varying gifts in our 

churches to make the working whole body of Christ. There is no need to covet  
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900th ANNIVERSARY 
 

 

Following our meeting last month, confirmation 

from Bishop Philip has been received that he 

will lead the first and last services of the 

celebrations on Palm Sunday (10th April) and 

Advent Sunday (27th November) 2022, 

together with the Good Friday, Easter Vigil and 

Easter Sunday morning service (15th, 16th and 

17th April).  Ven. Andrew Brown, a former curate of St Peter‟s will 

preach on Sunday 25th September.  This will also be the Harvest Festival.   

 

We suggested that one of the Heritage weekends in September 2022 is 

used for the principle non-service event, putting on a display of 

photographs, etc of the recent history of St Peter‟s, plus a “what St 

Peter‟s is doing now” section.  If anyone has any photographs, old parish 

magazines, in fact anything of interest, that you are willing to lend, please 

let Jason, Meena or myself have them.  (Please name anything so that it 

can be returned to you).  Other possibilities and suggestions are being 

explored. 

 

Alan Roadley is organising a pilgrimage from St Peter‟s to Whalley Abbey 

followed by a service.  (No date for this is available yet).  Everyone will 

be welcome at the service; you won‟t have to walk!!! 

 

There will be a lot of help needed with refreshments after the various 

services, setting up of displays, and probably numerous jobs that we 

haven‟t thought of yet so there will be lots for people to get involved 
with. 

We‟re still open for suggestions for events so if anyone has any please let 

me know. 
 

Carol Waddington 

Email - cwaddy205@gmail.com 

Tel – 07846 139241 

 
 



32 33 

It pays to sneeze ... 
 

They walked in tandem, each of the ninety-two students  

filing into the already crowded auditorium. With their rich  

maroon gowns flowing and the traditional caps, they  

looked almost as grown up as they felt.   Dads swallowed hard behind 

broad smiles, and Mums freely brushed away tears.  
 

This class would NOT pray during the proceedings, not by choice, but 

because of a recent court ruling prohibiting it. 

 

The Principal and several students were careful to stay within the 

guidelines allowed by the ruling. They gave inspirational and challenging 

speeches, but no one mentioned divine guidance, and no one asked for 

blessings on the graduates or their families.  
 

The speeches were nice, but they were routine until the final speech 

received a standing ovation. 
 

A solitary student walked proudly to the microphone. He stood still and 

silent for just a moment, and then, it happened; all 92 students, every 

single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED! The student on stage simply 

looked at the audience and said, 'GOD BLESS YOU‟; and then walked off 

the stage... 
 

The audience exploded into applause. This graduating class had found a 

unique way to invoke God's blessing on their future; with or without the 

court‟s approval.  
 

[This is a true story; it happened at Eastern Shore District High School in 

Musquodoboit Harbour, Nova Scotia.] 

Let us pray for God’s blessing on all our young people 

as they commence a new term in schools,  

colleges and universities. 



34 35 

St Stephen’s  

Cleaning Rota 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

W/C 6th Sept:: Team 1 

W/C 13th Sept:   Team 2 

W/C 20th Sept:  Team 3 

W/C 27th Sept:  Team 1 

St Stephen’s  

Readers’ Rota for  

September 

 

 
 

Sunday 5th Sept 

Shirley Towler 
 

Sunday 12th Sept 

Paul  Hannah 
 

Sunday 19th Sept 

Elaine Taberner 
 

Sunday 26th Sept 

Philip Walmsley 
 
 

Please let Jean know if you 

are not able to be there on 

your Sunday:  01282 432986 

St Stephen’s  

Sidespersons’ Rota  

for September 

 

 

 

 

 
5th Sept  John Hughes 

   Judith Hughes 
 

12th Sept  Philip Walmsley 

   Shirley Towler 
 

19th Sept  Christine Naughton 

   Christine Harbour 
 

26th Sept  Betty Mason 

   Ralph Lister 

 

St Stephen’s 

Tea & Coffee Rota 

for September 

 

 

 
 

5th Sept Elaine Taberner & Paul Hannah 

12th Sept Elaine Aspden & Brenda Burton 

19th Sept Walking Day 

26th Sept Pauline Lockwood & Shirley T 
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Lyered Aubergine and Lentil Bake 

Puy lentils bulk out this low-calorie vegetarian bake with mozzarella cheese, 

tomato and basil sauce and roasted aubergines  
 

(Serves 4) 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 

 2 aubergines , cut into 0.5cm slices lengthways 

 3 tbsp olive oil 

 140g puy lentils 

 2 onions , finely chopped 

 3 garlic cloves , finely chopped 

 300g cooked butternut squash 

 400g can chopped tomato 

 ½ small pack basil leaves 

 125g ball of mozzarella , torn 

 

METHOD: 

Step 1: 
 

Heat oven to 220C/200C fan/gas 7. Brush both sides of the aubergine slices with 

2 tbsp of the oil, lay on baking sheets, season and bake for 15-20 mins until 

tender, turning once. Cook the lentils following pack instructions.  

 

Step 2: 
 

Heat the remaining oil in a large frying pan. Tip in the onions and garlic and 

cook until soft. Stir though the squash and the tomatoes, plus ½ can of water. 

Simmer for 10-15 mins until the sauce has thickened. Stir in the lentils, basil and 

seasoning.  

 

Step 3: 
 

Spoon a layer of lentils into a small baking dish. Top with aubergine slices and 

repeat, finishing with a layer of aubergine. Scatter with mozzarella and bake for 

a further 15 mins until the cheese is golden and bubbling. 



Benefice Vacancy - What Happens Next? 
 
 

There can‟t be many of you out there who aren‟t aware that our United 

Benefice (that‟s St Peter‟s and St Stephen‟s) is in what‟s called a Vacancy. That is 

to say, our previous Rector, Patrick, has moved on to another parish, and we 

are looking for a new priest to replace him. 
 

So what‟s happened so far and what will be happening in the coming months? 

Well we are very fortunate in that our Churches have Father Paul as Curate in 

Charge, to take services and perform a priest‟s duties within  the Benefice. 

Often the case is that the Wardens have the difficult job of finding clergy to 

cover services week by week. Luckily, we are spared that. 
 

Back in July the PCCs of both Churches had a meeting, at which the 

Archdeacon and the Area Dean were present, and where the procedure for 

operating during a Vacancy was explained and guidance given for “recruiting” a 

new Rector. At the meeting we also took a few first steps towards discerning 

what we might want in a future leader for the Benefice. 
 

The following weekend members of both PCCs again met for an Awayday at 

Whalley Abbey, where we thought and prayed, and with Father Paul‟s guidance 

made more progress on what direction the Benefice should take in the future 

and what sort of leader would fit in with that Vision. 

We have to produce a “Benefice Profile”, a document which clergy looking for 

new posts can read to give them details of the Benefice, which then has to be 

approved by the PCCs and accepted by the Diocese. The post can then be 

advertised. A small team are in the process of putting this together - it consists 

of words, pictures and internet links to statistics and so on, and it needs to 

look eye-catching and attractive. Pam, who designs this magazine, is designing 

the Profile. So it will look great! It should be ready to go “public” by mid-

September. 
 

Then both PCCs have to hold a special meeting where, amongst other things, 

two representatives have to be elected to be part of the interview panel. After 

all that, we just wait for applications to flood in! 
 

I‟ll try to keep you updated on what is happening. But whilst we‟re waiting for a 

new leader, we must not be “frozen in time”, but keep moving forward as 

Churches. And please keep praying for a new Rector, for our Benefice, and 

using the Vacancy Prayer. 

 
Alan Roadley  PCC Secretary, St.Peter’s 
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