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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  
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Please ensure that all articles for the 

NOVEMBER 

magazine are submitted no later than  

15th October 

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 

BURNLEY FOOTBALL CLUB   

have been updating their facilities for 

disabled fans  Unfortunately pitchside 

facilities are already fully booked for 

the season and only open air seats are 

available.  For more details phone 

Anita Goodenough at Turf Moor on 

01282 704717, or look at Burnley 

Football Club website. 
 

 

 

BURNLEY TOGETHER:   

Good news is that this is still going 

strong with its food parcel delivery and 

has intro-duced a befriending service.  

Opening hours are: 

9-5 Monday to Friday. 

Phone 01282 686402. 

 
 

 THE CLINICAL COMMISSIONING GROUP 
has access to a Long Covid Clinic.  If 

you have long lasting Covid symptoms 

that simply won‘t go away ask your GP 

for a referral. 
 
 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE  

This is run by Refuge.  It is open 

24hours seven days a week. Or 

contact them online. 

Freephone:  0800 2000247 
 

The Men‘s Advice line number is 

Freephone 0808 8010327  

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm. 
 

Barbara   

       

 

 

 

 

 

   ... VACANCY LATEST 

 

Since the last edition of this Magazine two very important steps have 

been taken on the road to finding a replacement for Patrick. Firstly the 

Benefice Profile has been edited, tweaked, corrected and generally 

fettled until it was in a sufficiently satisfactory state to put before both 

Church‘s PCCs for approval. I‘m happy to say that both PCCs were 

pleased with what they saw and it was passed and has now been 

submitted to the Diocese, who hopefully will also be happy with it. 

 

If that sounds like a simple process, believe me, it wasn‘t! It was almost 

harder work than the initial drafting. How Pam McGrath, who actually 

handled all of the design work, coped at times with the constant changes 

required I don‘t know. We owe her a huge thank you for the work she 

put in. 

 

The next step was for each Church to elect two ―Parish 

Representatives‖, who form part of the team that interviews prospective 

candidates. Again, without going into detail, it wasn‘t as easy as it sounds. 

Both this and the Profile approval were conducted at ―Section 11‖ 

meetings of the respective PCCs. Both myself and Maureen as PCC 

Secretaries have had a challenging time this last few weeks. Do we get an 

easier time now that‘s all done? Hopefully, but maybe not. 

 

So now we wait to see who fancies 

leading our Churches and wants to meet 

us for an interview. 

 

Don‘t forget to keep moving forward 
regardless, and using the Benefice Prayer! 

(On page 33) 
 

Alan Roadley, PCC Secretary, 

St.Peter’s 
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Hello Everyone 
 

We hope you are all well and staying safe.  For our friends on the Prayer list, 

please remember we are thinking of you and praying for you. 
 

The days are certainly shortening and the evenings lengthening but hopefully 

the sun will be shining for us over the next few weeks and months for us to 

enjoy autumn.  
 

We are slowly returning to some ―normality‖ at Church.  We are re-

introducing our Sunday Evensong and BCP Communion services which we 

know many of you enjoy and have missed. 

 

We have been able to rearrange and  include more chairs in Church which has 

meant that the Towneley Chapel is now available once again for anyone 

wishing to use it for private prayer. 
 

Our Harvest is on Sunday, 3rd October at 11.00 am. 
 

The children from our day school are now sharing our Wednesday morning 

service with us regularly.  It is a pleasure to welcome them and the teaching 

staff to this service.  Their harvest service is on Wednesday, 29th September 

and we hope that as many as possible will support them on that morning. 
 

Our Saturday morning concerts are returning and recommence on the 2nd 

October with refreshments from 10.30am and the concert starts at 11.00 – 12 

noon.  There is then a programme of concerts arranged on the first Saturday 

of each month.  We hope that you will all come and enjoy an excellent variety 

of music.  The entrance fee is just £5.  The income will be very welcome. 
 

A few weeks ago a number of us went to Drighlington for Patrick‘s licensing.  

We received a very warm welcome and it was good to see Patrick and his 

family once again.  They are settling down and are happy in their new 

environment. 
 

Once again, take care everyone. 
 

   Sandra and Jason 
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St Peter’s 
Branch 

       
We are holding the first 

meeting since February 2020 on 

29th September, when we will 

have tea and cake and a chat. 

We will also be discussing what 

people want from  Mothers' 

Union and hopefully planning 

our future programme. 

Everyone  is invited to join us, 

not just members. 

  Carol  

Similar concerts will be held on the first Saturday of the month 

(other  than in January) and it would be appreciated if this 

information could please be passed around. 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  

At St Stephen’s At St Stephen’s   
at 9.45 amat 9.45 am  

  
At St Peter’s At St Peter’s   
at 11.00 amat 11.00 am  

  
onon  

SSUNDAYUNDAY  33RDRD  OOCTOBERCTOBER  
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church buildings with love an care to 

the glory of God. 

As we move into the Autumn period, 

we are well in the throes of the 

interregnum.  Keeping the engine 

running and wheels turning is 

something we are used to, so thank 

you to everyone for going that extra 

mile and committing to the work of 

the church. The wind in the sails is a 

sting, as ever, as we move forward 

with faith and prayer. 

Baptisms and weddings are now 

filtering through slowly as we move 

steadily through the pandemic.  

Keeping people safe still stands at St 

Stephen‘s as our carefully planned 

events are going ahead.  We hope 

too that we will soon be 

reintroducing home communion for 

the infirm and housebound.  Please 

keep those who can‘t attend church 

in your prayers in the hope that we 

can soon come together to pray with 

warmth and heart and love. 

It has been such a busy time with all 

the legalities rules and regulations 

that the wardens are being faced with 

at present; sometimes disheartening 

and frustrating, but a necessity in 

today‘s climate.  Let‘s hope we can 

plough through this together and not 

be isolated with legislation the 

Church of England is facing. 

A little snippet of trivia for Harvest: 

/continued ... 

Getting Organised ...  
 

 

You may  have read last months article regarding the church organ replacement 

at St Stephens church.  I am pleased to report that since writing that article last  

we have received numerous donations from friends and parishioners.  

 

We are a little closer with the temporary installation as we await the 

archdeacons permission to go ahead. I can‘t see this being a problem as this is 

temporary at the moment with a view to purchase. We thought it courteous to 

advise archdeacon Mark regarding our plans and  and at the same time 

registering this on the Church of England online  faculty system, a process all 

churches are required to do when changing anything within  our church 

buildings, indeed external work and changes  too.   

 

As we work towards this project I can now report that the organ fund is now 

officially open.   At the time of writing donations/pledges  have  reached just 

over £9,000. This means a lesser burden on PCC funds.  It‘s very gratifying to 

know how kind so many people are, so a very big ‗Thank you‘ to all who have 

given so generously up to press.   We still have a little way to go but I am 

extremely  confident that we will get there financially.  

 

There is still some work and planning  before the organ arrives at St Stephen‘s. 

The organ company are being very kind in standing by to hear from us.    

 

On a lighter note. For those who know me and my love for theatre Organ 

music namely Wurlitzer theatre organs, I smiled  when someone  remarked to 

me ―You‘d have the organ rising out of the chancel  floor if you could, like the  

Blackpool tower ballroom organ‖  I replied ―I‘ve already thought of that one,  

but St Stephen‘s  church isn‘t really suitable or big enough  to house such a 

mighty instrument,  now if you said St Peter‘s 

church , then that‘s a different story. I have to 

say that the instrument which we intend for St 

Stephen‘s isn‘t a theatre organ but a church 

organ, there is a difference. 
 

More next month –  
 

Thank you for your prayers and commitment.  
 

Love and best wishes  

Keith  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRONT PAGE NEWS! 

We are pleased to report that the 

project of the conservation of the 

WW1 memorial window at Stephen‘s 

Church, has made the front page of 

the August edition of the War 

Memorials Trust.  This is a national 

publication.  A wonderful full page in 

colour shows how the WW1 

memorial window has been beautifully 

restored to the glory it deserves.  We 

also have been featured within the 

magazine with a lovely full page article 

on the work we have done in 

partnership with the WMT.  Heart-

warming to say the least, how we 

worked so hard to restore this 

important national memorial to the 

fallen.  We treasure our beautiful  
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The hymn 'We Plough the Fields and 

Scatter'  was written by Matthias 

Claudius in German, based on Psalm 

144, published in 1782 and translated 

into English by Jane Montgomery 

Campbell in 1861.  She taught the 

hymn to the children at the parish 

school in London where her father 

was the rector.  It appears in a 

shortened form in the musical 

'Godspell', as the song 'All Good 

Gifts'.   The poet John Betjeman 

parodied the hymn as ‗We spray the 

fields and scatter poison on the land‘ 

as a protest against modern farming 

methods and new planning legislation!  

Our Harvest Festival will take place 

at 9:45 am on Sunday 3rd October, 

and we encourage the gifts of dried 

or tinned foods only, which will be 

donated to local food banks. 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING: 

After a very difficult two years, it‘s 

hoped that we will soon start 

planning for our Christmas Fair to 

enable our funds to be boosted.  I‘m 

sure Father Christmas will be coming 

this year bringing the spirit of 

Christmas to brighten the festive 

period with the coming of the Christ 

child. 

Have a lovely autumn! 

God bless 

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul. 

Alice 

 

ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

Harvest Sunday, 3rd October, will soon 
be upon us.  On Friday, 1st at 2.30 pm 

we will be decorating the church.  Of-
fers of donation greenery and help will 

be greatly appreciated. 
There are a number of vacant  dates for 

flowers. If anyone would like to take 

one please speak to any member of the 

Flower Guild.  
 

 SANCTUARY TOWNELEY CHAPEL  

10th Vacant Vacan 

17th Vacant Mr & Mrs S Barritt 

24th Vacant Vacant 

31st Vacant Mrs S Boardwell 
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October in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

1st Frances Thompson, Annie Broughton, Harry Harrison 

2nd Thomas Fisher, Nellie Hunter, Frank A Bailey, Dorothy Tatchell 

3rd Fanny Ann Smith, May Gillespie 

4th William Higson, Frederick Entwistle,  Alan Dawson, Geoffrey Pratt 

6th George Astwood 

7th Michael Tighe 

8th Isabella Heys, Annie Grove, Richard Holden, Hubert Law, Rhoda Mason,  

Robert Waldron Sagar 

9th Elizabeth Binns, Cecil Howarth 

10th Harry Parker, Bertha Thornton 

11th Ernest A Balderstone, Mary Ellen Smith, Alfred Evans, Robert (Bob) Pearson 

12th John James Taylor, Lily Hughes, Eleazer Smith 

13th Thomas Thompson, Katherine Thompson 

14th Tom Smith, Alfred Heywood, Edwin Gregory Taylor 

15th Alfred Sawley 

16th Hannah Rogerson, Audrey Margaret Wood 

17th Edward Ernest Lawrence 

18th Alice Tattersall, Norma Sutcliffe 

19th Lilian Ann Tutin, Fanny Donald 

21st Joh T Jackson, Sarah Ada Dewhirst, Elsie Whitehead 

22nd Harold Heys, Arthur Dawe, Frederic Spencer Horne, Jayne M Parkinson,  

Harry Beaumont, John A Kershaw 

23rd Hilda Whitehead 

24th Mary Elizabeth Halsall, Herbert Halstead, Annie Bartram, Lydia Edmondson,  

Nicholas Anthony Kay 

25th Louie Watson, Esther Ann Saunt, Mary Tattersall, Grace Singleton 

Elizabeth Alice Baxter, Annie Whalley 

26th Harold Howard, Percy Burrows, Nellie Johnson 

28th John Jump, Ernest Frederick Griffin, Eva Ann Walsh 

29th John Scholes, Alec Cornet Race 

30th Lucy Taylor, John Thomas Hargreaves 

31st Ralph Thomas, Ernest Ashworth, Jack Hopwood 

 R.I.P. 

October In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s 

1st Doris May Harrowsmith 

3rd Joseph Bestwick , John Albert Sagar 

5th Ursula May Houlding 

6th Alice Maud Barlow 

7th Mary Jane Petch 

11th Frederick Stott 

14th William Arthur Riley 

19th Alice Pindar 

21st George Edward Holdernesss,  MA, Priest and Bishop of Burnley 

24th Raymond Eric Sykes 

31st Annie Eccles 

 R.I.P. 
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ST.PETER’S  

FAITH DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

About 10 years ago, I set up a ―Housegroup‖ which met on a roughly monthly 

basis in people‘s homes. Initially it was usually at the Rectory, but that evolved 

into rotating around participants homes. What we actually did at the meetings 

evolved too. It was never set up as the more conventional ―Bible Study‖ type 

group, although in the early days we did occasionally feature a bit of Bible 

Study. My real intention was to discuss Christian issues of the day, or current 

news items from a Christian perspective, but we also sometimes discussed mat-

ters personal to participants, and tried to support people going through difficult 

times. There was prayer, tea and biscuits, and the occasional celebration 

(chocolates on Ethel‘s birthday), plus a party at Bishop Philip‘s house to cele-

brate our first 5 years. At some point I rebranded it as the ―Faith Discussion 

Group‖, as that more accurately reflected what it was. Oh, and we raised a lot 

of money for good causes with our retiring collections. 
 

Numbers held up at around 8-12 at a typical gathering, and whenever someone 

moved on, God seemed to find someone new who fancied our brand of social 

discussion. 
 

This continued until Covid 19 stopped us meeting. The truth is though, by that 

point I was already having thoughts that it was moving away from my original 

idea, and that it was time to move on. And as I move on to new forms of ser-

vice within the Church, I simply have to let go of some things. So I personally 

don‘t intend to restart the group. However, that shouldn‘t necessarily be the 

end of things. It gave a great deal of pleasure, companionship and insight to 

many, and there‘s no reason that can‘t continue under someone else‘s steward-

ship. And if it were to become a simple monthly social gathering, well there‘s 

nothing wrong with that. It just requires someone to take on co-ordinating the 

venues and spread the word. I really hope it does carry on in some form, and I 

could well fancy dropping in myself, but as for running the show, it‘s the right 

time for me to step aside. 

 

       Alan Roadley 

We can read in Acts 16 that, because 

of their faith, Paul and Silas had been 

thrown into prison and their feet put 

in the stocks.  And yet, at midnight, 

they were praying and singing  hymns 

of praise to God.  What an attitude! 
  

Our culture tells us we‘re entitled to 

everything we desire—and instantly!  

How foolish and impossible is that?  

But this insidious message seeps into 

our souls and when we don‘t get our 

own way we react like spoilt children, 

grumbling, ‗It‘s not fair‘.  Have we 

become a nation of grumblers?  It‘s all 

too easy to go along with the moans, 

be it the bad weather or the late bus—

there‘s always something that is not as 

we‘d like it to be.  It takes courage to 

swim against the tide. 
  

We‘ve had some hard times over the 

last couple of years.  We perhaps 

haven‘t been able to do all we would 

have liked, but even in the hardest 

times there is much for which to be 

thankful.  And you discover that as you 

think on these things, or ‗count your 

blessings‘, even if the circumstances 

appear to be unchanged, you are 

changed and blessed. 
  

Father, we thank you that  

whatever our situation, 

we have so much for which to be 

grateful.  Help us to 

recognise your presence, your 

provision, your kindness.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A missionary was on a short trip to 

Tobago.  On his final day, when he 

was leading the worship in a leper 

colony, he asked if anyone had a 

favourite song or hymn.  A woman 

with no ears, no nose, no lips and the 

most disfigured face he‘d ever seen, 

raised her fingerless hand and asked: 

‗Could we sing Count Your Blessings?‟  

The missionary started the song but, 

completely overcome, he couldn't 

finish it.  When questioned later, he 

admitted he would sing that song again 

but never in the same way.  That lady, 

from her seemingly impossible 

situation, was an inspiration.  There 

are always things for which to be 

grateful. 
  

A famous Bible scholar, Matthew 

Henry, who lived 250 years ago, was 

robbed of all his money.  In his diary 

he wrote: ‗First let me be thankful 

that I was never robbed before, 

second, because although they took 

my wallet they did not take my life, 

third that although they took my all, 

it was not much, and fourth because 

it was I who was robbed, not I who 

did  the robbing.‘ 
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OUR CURRICULUM 
 

We have started the new academic year with a 

‗We Love Reading‘ Launch Day for our new cur-

riculum.  All the children dressed up as fictional 

characters, enjoyed an owl display and a magic 

show.  The second day of term was a special day 

dedicated to writing.  All the children in school 

focussed on writing letters.  This was a huge suc-

cess and we cannot wait for the next one which 

will be ‗Our Town, Our Turf‘.  This will have a 

strong emphasis on the history of Burnley and 

the local landmarks so if you have any good con-

tacts then please let us know. 
 

EDUCATION SUNDAY 
 

Our children made us feel very proud at the 

Education Sunday service at St Stephen‘s on Sun-

day with Father Paul.  They delivered readings 

and talked about different ways in which they 

pray.  The children finished the service by singing 

‗Shine Jesus Shine‘. 
 

NEW STAFF 
 

We would like to give a warm welcome to our 

new staff, Mrs Beebe in Year 3, Miss Marney in 

year 1, Miss Dawe in Year 1/Year 4 and Miss 

Chadburn who has joined us on the welfare 

team. 
 

WORSHIP 
 

It is wonderful to be able to sing together in the 

hall and bring the St Stephen‘s family together as 

       St Stephen’s  
     Branch 

LOOKING BACK 
 

We met for a few hours on Tuesday, 14th September for ‗Songs, Sayings and 

Scones‘. Although rather depleted in numbers this time round, we had a great 

time. Favourite hymns were requested and there were a variety of readings 

from A.A. Milne‘s ‗Buckingham Palace ‗ to Jenny Joseph‘s ‗When I am Older I 

will Wear Purple‘. Edith Meek had offered to provide the scones, jam and 

cream which were lovely. Unbeknownst to us Edith had embarked on a 

Bakeathon and we were treated to cakes and macaroons. Thank you Edith, and 

thank you Jean for playing and singing for us. 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

Ruth Bradley (Fort) will be our speaker for 28th September . Our meeting will 

begin at 7pm. Ruth will be taking us though her ordination journey. Another 

Ruth, Ruth Haygarth is our speaker on October 12th at 2.30 pm. She will speak 

about the group she is involved with, ‗Near Neighbours‘, working with 

refugees. 
 

On Tuesday 26th October, 7pm we will be welcoming back Lynne Ward. As 

you possibly know Lynne has visited us before with her aromatherapy and 

home made beauty products. She will be choosing one lucky person for a 

demonstration. After Lynne‘s presentation you can purchase many of her 

products on the night. Lynne also offers massage vouchers, a thoughtful and 

indulgent gift as a Christmas present, perhaps. 
 

As mentioned last month the MU Christmas meal will be on Thursday 9th 

December, 12 noon, in the Chairman’s Lounge once again. The cost is 

£12.50 for three courses and you can make a payment to me in church 

when you see me. 
 

OUR OCTOBER MEETINGS 
 

Tuesday, 12th, 2.30pm in church, Near Neighbours with Ruth Haygarth 

Tuesday 26th, 7pm in church, Relax-U with Lynne Ward 
 

OUR OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS  
 

Many Happy Returns are wished to Pam McGrath on the 7th October. 

Happy Birthday to Christine Naughton for the 29th. 

Also on October 29th it will be Marilyn and Les‘s Emerald Wedding 

Anniversary. That‘s fifty-five years! 



These children really 

impressed Mr Smart 

with their  

achievements in PE. 

We already miss the children that left us last year but they had a great 

send off at PGL. 
 

Best wishes 
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a school.  Our worship areas are having a makeover 

and I think you will agree that they are looking very 

eye-catching. 
 

MORRIS DANCING 
 

We are very fortunate to welcome Ginny Crew and 

her Morris Dancers back into our school.   The Year 

5 children are enjoying learning about the history of 

Morris Dancing and also putting together a new dance 

to perform for parents. 
 

BEAT THE STREET 
 

This is a new initiative which turns Burnley into a giant game for 6 weeks.  The 

idea is that the children swipe their fob at stations around Burnley and earn 

points.  All of our children have been given a green fob and a map of Burnley. 

The prizes are up to £350.00 of book vouchers for the school.  We are looking 

forward to getting involved.  Mr Smart will be launching this in Assembly.. 
 

Our Christian Value 

this half term: Gener-

osity – We base our 

role model awards 

and our collective 

worship around this 

value in Autumn 

Term 1. 
 

Our British Value 

this half term: Indi-

vidual Liberty – A 

worship will be deliv-

ered all about this 

value. British Values 

will continue to be a 

focus in school. 
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Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

 October takes us away from lectionary readings with Harvest, a special service 

for prison chaplains,  and Bible Sunday.  All exciting times for learning . 

Hopefully if the weather stays dry we will use the outdoors as well to enjoy the 

changing seasons . 

 

We had an excellent afternoon of Sunday School training together with St 

Stephen‘s ladies at St Peter's Church led by Sarah Earnshaw ( Diocesan 

Children's leader).  It was good for us all to discuss where we were up to in 

our churches, look at how we learn and use that to inspire and develop our 

children. We had open, honest discussion and we concluded that it would be 

good to get together regularly to bounce ideas around . 

 

Two special events this month are the school workshop on Friday October 8th 

when we welcome St Peter's School children for a Harvest celebration straight 

after school, and our Benefice half term 'Light of the World ' family workshop 

including fireworks !!!! 
 

Love to all from Sunday School xx 

 
Noah’s Ark - Summer Project 
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broken children do not even know how to accept real  love when it is 

offered to them.  The CJB bible in St Matthew 18 says ‗and whoever 

ensnares one of these little ones who trust me, it would be better for him 

to have a millstone hung around his neck and be drowned in the open 

sea!  Oh I am so glad that God is judge of all and that vengeance belongs to 

him!  

 One of the biggest fears of all is death.  Jesus himself suffered death.  From 

the time he died on Good Friday, Easter Saturday till Easter Sunday morning 

he experienced the coldness of the tomb, the gripping fear of lifelessness, 

and the desolation of darkness . The Light of the world had been 

extinguished.  

Darkness overcame the Earth and God made his wrath very evident.  Even 

so God had planned all this. This was the time when God allowed us into 

the holy of holies when the veil of the temple was rent from the top to the 

bottom. It was as if God himself had stretched his hand from heaven to rip 

open that huge heavy veil! 

As we know God‘s  plan overcame death by the Resurrection of Jesus on 

Easter morning!  The  deepest darkness had turned into the dazzling Light. 

The truth was revealed 

‗And the light shines in the darkness; and the darkness cannot overcome it. 

John 1:5. 
 

We as human beings do experience fear. It is part of our human weakness. We 

probably have all experienced some or all of the aforementioned fears. 

However, this is the time when we just have to speak aloud God‘s promises.  
 

There is  pop song sung by Bonny Tyler,  ‗The tide is high and I am holding 

on ...‘.  Sometimes, like the disciples in the 

boat, we may feel like we are just about 

holding on as we are about to drown in our 

fears. This is the time we have to cry out to 

Jesus and to hold on to the promises he 

made to us.  The darkness can never 

overcome the light! 
 

God gave us the moon to shine by night, the 

sun to shine by day and his Glorious light to 

shine forever and ever.  AMEN. 

  

Love and blessings 

 

 

 

My two great grandchildren are put to 

bed in a dark room. I know that they 

have lots of bedtime stories and cuddles 

and then the light is switched off. There 

has never been an issue over this and 

Luisa knows that if she wakes up after a 

bad dream she can find her way to Mum 

and Dad‘s bedroom for reassurance and 

more cuddles until she is calm enough to go back to her own little bed. (Luca 

just cries till he is rescued too, by loving arms). 
 

This reminds me of how we have a loving father who is always ready to 

reassure us when we are afraid.  Three of the gospels record the story of the 

disciples and Jesus out in a boat. Jesus was tired and he fell asleep , no doubt 

lulled by the lapping of the calm sea. A mighty storm blew up and still Jesus 

slept. The disciples woke him ―Master, Master‖ they cried  ―Save us . We are 

going to drown!‖  Jesus reprimanded them for being faint hearted.  He stood 

up and rebuked the wind,  and the sea became as smooth as glass. The disciples 

were amazed. ―Who is this man?‖ they said ―that even the wind and waves 

obey Him?‖ 
 

Fear is the root of many problems. Fear of failing, Fear of looking foolish, Fear 

of loneliness, Fear of uncertainty, Fear of rejection, Fear of being unloved and 

Fear of death.  Jesus has the answer to all of these fears.  
 

 First of all Jesus does not see us as failures. He is the restorer of broken 

pots! He loves the foolish!   In 1 Corinthians 1:27 NIV it says ‗But God 

chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise: So God loves 

foolish and weak things to shame the strong.   

 Fear of loneliness or uncertainty? Matthew 28:20 says,  ‗I will be with you 

even unto the end of the world‘. and many other times, ‗I will never leave 

you or forsake you.‘  

 Fear of rejection? Well the stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone, says Psalm 118:32.  Jesus himself was rejected by many, and yet 

he is the cornerstone holding our faith together.  

 One of the biggest fears in life is the fear of not being loved. Many have 

rushed into wrong relationships because they are so desperate to be loved. 

Children are damaged when they come from homes where they do not 

experience love. This makes them vulnerable to predators and groomers 

who cruelly exploit  them for their own gratification. Sometimes these  
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Alan writes ... 
I‘d love you to do 

something for me. Well 

make that two things. 

The first is to think, and 

the second is to pray. 

The thinking bit‘s important. As is the 

praying. But I want you to think first. 

Next time you‘re in Church, see if you 

can find a few minutes to look around 

you. Who‘s not there who used to 

come, but doesn‘t any more? What 

age groups are missing? How many 

new faces do you remember seeing in 

the last few months, and how many 

are still putting in an appearance? 

Keep looking and thinking. 
 

What is happening at the service, 

activity or event you are there for? 

What appeal do you think it has for 

the young, the middle aged, or the 

elderly? Is it likely to attract people 

who are different in age,  background 

or outlook to yourself? Look again at 

the people around you and think, 

assuming only a few new people join 

and stay every year, what the Church 

might look like in 5 years as far as 

numbers go. Or in 10 years?  
 

If you attend any meetings, think 

about the last one you were at. How 

much time was devoted to future 

plans to spread the Word of God, 

how much time devoted to new ideas 

to attract new and different people. A 

lot, or a little, or none? 

How deep do you think the faith and  

commitment of most of the people 

here is? Is it deeply engrained, living 

and active, or is it skin deep? Is it 

sacrificial of time, talent and money, 

or is it self-centred, about ―what I 

like‖ , ―what I want‖? 
 

When you‘ve contemplated all that, 

pray. Give thanks for what is good 

and healthy in our church life. Pray 

for change in what is not healthy. It 

matters. At a recent PCC meeting I 

remarked that whilst we may be 

celebrating our 900th anniversary 

next year, it‘s possible that we may 

not make it to 910 years. That‘s not 

said for comic effect. That‘s real.  
 

So look, consider, think and pray. 

Come to God with a workable plan 

for a healthy, viable, mission-based 

Church and he will help us and he will 

make it happen. That‘s what he wants 

from us. To know that we want him, 

and we want to work for him. But 

just looking after our own narrow 

interests and hoping for the best 

won‘t cut it.  
 

Only Healthy Churches survive. Only 

Churches where God is at the centre 

stay the course. Let‘s look, think, 

pray and act so that we are amongst 

them. 

  

Hi Everyone, 

 

In August Keith and I were very happy to see Andrew, our eldest 

son marry his fiancée Nicolette.  Due to Covid they had 

rearranged their wedding date three times!  Arranging any wedding can be very 

stressful but they had the added stress that all their plans could and were 

changed at the last minute.  
 

When the day arrived we enjoyed a lovely ceremony and reception with family 

and friends and the weather was great. All their planning had been worthwhile. 
 

Jesus‘ first miracle took place at a wedding in 

Cana in Galilee.  Weddings are always special 

and apparently weddings 2000 years ago lasted 

for 7 to 8 days. The  amount of wine needed 

for the wedding feast had been 

underestimated.  I am not surprised if the 

wedding festivities lasted so long! 
 

That is a problem that I can relate to. Over 

the  last couple of months we have hosted a 

lunch at St Stephens which is open to everyone. As booking is not required it is 

a fine balance to cook enough food without having any waste. At St Stephens 

we do have a code  if we appear to be running out of food:  

 

FFHB – friends and family hold back.   
 

To have run out of wine would be an embarrassment and Mary the mother of 

Jesus said to him ―they have no wine‖ To the servants she said ―Do whatever 

he tells you‖. 

Jesus said to the servants, ―Fill the jars with water‖; so 

they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, ―Now 

draw some out and take it to the master of the 

banquet.‖  They did so, and the master of the banquet 

tasted the water that had been turned into wine. 

He did not realise where it had come from, though 

the servants who had drawn the water knew. 

/continued ... 

Linda writes ... 

24 



26 27 

Mary took the problem to Jesus. We should always take our problems 

to Jesus. Life is full of problems and they come when we least expect 

them, but there is no point in asking God for help unless we are willing 

to do what he tells us to do. 

 

This miracle in Cana shows that he cares about the smallest details of 

our lives. 

 

Linda 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let you requests 

be known to God. 

 (Philippians 4:6) 

I can calm your storm 

Do not be afraid! 

The waves will never overcome 

For I am perfect peace. 

Though Satan’s lies beguile 

Fear not; I am your truth. 

When you feel small 

I will lift you higher 

When you are lost 

I will find you. 

Though you drown in sorrows 

I will dry your every tear 

When you teeter on the brink 

My everlasting arms will hold you 

Put your trust in me 

Tomorrow always comes.   

At a recent MU meeting at  St Stephen’s, as well as favourite hymns, we 

were asked to bring along readings, poems etc.  Brenda brought along a 

few  of her favourite books, and among them was a little book of poems 

containing this one, which is so appropriate in these present times as we 

welcome refugees to our shores. 

The Man Next Door  
 

There;s a man next door with a soul like mine, 

Though his skin may be brown or black, 

With a human heart that can ache and pine, 

And a burden upon his back. 

We are pledged to journey the selfsame way, 

And the One God give us our bread, 

As we laugh and labour, and hope and pray, 

With the same sky over our head. 

 

Once I spared no thought for the man next door 

As he struggled on through the night, 

For I paid no heed to the load he bore, 

Just as long as my own was light. 

But there dwelt a Comrade in Galilee 

Who paused ‘midst the shadows dim 

To toil and suffer for such as he, 

And to hang on the Cross for him. 

 

So I’ve learnt to share in his stress and strain 

As we travel our common road. 

I will bind his wounds, I will ease his pain, 

I will shoulder his grievous load; 

And whether he dwells near my garden wall, 

or in China or Tennessee, 

I will clasp his hand, I will hear his call. 

For the man next door is - Me! 

Ina MacTaggart 
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ALM “Lite” ...  

 ... Drop In And Learn! 

 

Earlier this year I undertook a course of 

study led by the Diocese of Blackburn which 

finished with me being commissioned as an 

―Authorised Lay Minister‖ (ALM). One part 

of the course, which everybody has to do, 

whatever form of ministry they wish to 

undertake, is the ―Core Module‖. This 

covers ten subjects over ten weeks, all of 

which are fundamental to the Christian life. It 

struck me that the whole Core Module 

would be really instructive and interesting to 

all, old or new to faith. You can of course 

sign up to do just that with the Diocese, and 

by doing additional modules as well, become 

an ALM yourself. But that‘s not for everyone. 

So I thought, why not do a cut down ―taster‖ 

version? And call it ―ALM Lite‖? So it‘s 

happening? 

 

I‘ll be leading 3 sessions: ―The Creeds”, “The 

Eucharist” and “The Sabbath”. It will take place 

in the ABCs slot at St. Peter‘s, that is, from 

9:30am on Thursday mornings (the actual 

study starts at 10am for an hour), beginning 

on THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER. Just drop in 

to any of the 3 sessions. It‘s not super 

intellectual or heavy going, and it‘s for 

anybody. Listen and discuss…. Or just listen! 

 

Alan Roadley  07588 556640  

alan@alanroadley.net 

St Stephen’s  

Cleaning Rota 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

W/C 4th Oct:: Team 2 

W/C 11th Oct:   Team 3 

W/C 18th Oct:  Team 1 

W/C 25th Oct:  Team 2 

W/C 1st Nov:  Team 3 

St Stephen’s Readers’ 

Rota for October 

 

 
 

Sunday 3rd October 

Edith Meek 
 

Sunday 10th October 

John Hughes 
 

Sunday 17th October 

Christine Harbour 
 

Sunday 24th October 

Jackie Cosway 
 

Sunday 31st October 

Pam McGrath (at St Peter‟s) 
 
 

Please let Jean know if you are not 

able to be there on your Sunday:  

St Stephen’s  

Sidespersons’ 

Rota  

for October 

 

 
3rd Oct  Geoff Kay 

   Judith Kershaw 
 

10th Oct  Elaine Aspden 

   Neil Hasty 
 

17th Oct  Judith Hughes 

   John Hughes 
 

24th Oct  Philip Walmsley 

   Shirley Towler 

 

31st Oct  Joint Service at 

   St Peter‘s 

St Stephen’s 

Tea & Coffee Rota 

for October 

 

 

 
 

3rd Oct: Barbara Hasty & Pauline Anforth 

10th Oct: Christine N & Christine H 

17th Oct: WUAW 

24th Oct: Elaine Taberner & Shirley T 

IRRELEVANT 
THOUGHTS 

 

Writers of  modern hymns 

and books often spend time 

trying to make God relevant 

to everyday life.   But they 

irritate as many people as 

they please   In the year 2000 

the new Millennium opened 

with a Church Initiative called 

Fanfare for a New 

Generation.  It named 

―relevance‖ as the first of its 

priorities. But can we really 

think of God as a marketable 

commodity with people as 

customers?  The Church is a 

loving family and a family 

doesn‘t need to market its 

father as relevant!  Members 

of a family meet together, not 

to trade one with another but 

to enjoy being together.  

 

When you experience God 

you know that he is relevant.  

If your life includes being 

thankful, forgiving and in tune 

with God then He cannot fail 

to be relevant.  Our aim is to 

make ourselves relevant to 

God.  

 
Francis Wood (Church Matters) 
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St Peter’s Church ... 
     ... nearly 900 years young 
 
 

If the church walls could talk there would be some stories to tell!  
We will never know the everyday stories of ordinary Burnley folk 

in 1122 and over the many centuries, we can only guess.  They would have worked 
hard in the fields for the land owners sowing seed and taking care of the livestock.  

Life would not have been easy for anyone.  Even with the industrial revolution, 
problems of overcrowding and poverty would have been common.  It would be 

nice to think that the Church gave some respite to our ancestors.  Groups of 
people would have met up to help bring in the harvest.  I imagine that the harvest 

festival would have been a big occasion, a merry time for the Church.  Food and 
drink for the people of Burnley. 
 

What stories do we have?  I have fond memories of walking days as a child.  It was 
a chance to dress up and show off our best frocks as we walked around the parish.  
It felt special - the colour and music lifted everyone‘s spirits.  We, on the 900 

Anniversary team, are interested to hear your reminiscences of days long ago.  
What was St Peter‘s Church like before the second World War and after?  Do you 

have nay photographs and memorabilia about Church services, flower/music 
festivals, Xmas Fairs, Mothers‘ Union meetings and days out by coach etc?   If you 

have any early photos and knowledge of people who came to the Church a long 
time ago, it would be great to see them.  Jason is going to organise a display of our 

most recent history and it would lovely if you could pass on to him any items that 
you are happy to share with us all. 
 

Coming back to the 21st Century, we have T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies to sell 
with our 900 logo on!  The clothing is by „Hoody Marvellous‟ in Clitheroe, and all 

garments are in purple with our 900th logo emblazoned in gold on the front.  
Please note, women‘s T-shirts also come in a fitted style as well as regular. 

The above garments are available to order from Joanne Walsh. 

 
Other merchandising, ie bags, pens and bookmarks will be available soon.  They say 

it pays to advertise, so we‘re starting early.  Exciting times ahead.  Let‘s be part of 

history. 

Adult Men & Women:  

(Sizes XS - XXL) 
 

T-Shirts  £12 

Sweatshirts  £30 

Hoodies  £23 

Children: 

(Sizes 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-13, 14-15)) 
 

T-Shirts    £8 

Sweatshirts  £15 

Hoodies  £18 

Annette Roadley 



32 33 

HARVEST  
 

 

October brings Harvest.  Christians 

have always given thanks for the 

Harvest but it was only in 1843 that 

the Rev Robert Hawker invited 

parishioners to a special thanksgiving 

service at Morwenstow Church in 

Cornwall. This led to the custom of 

decorating local churches with home-

grown produce for a Harvest Festival.  

 

But farmers are not the only ones 

who give thanks for their daily work.  

I attended a memorable Harvest at 

Antwerp Cathedral in Belgium. It was 

High Mass for Saint Eligius, patron 

saint of metal workers.  Worshippers 

had brought metal objects, gongs, 

bells, tubes, and thunder sheets of 

metal, anything to make a joyful noise 

when struck with mallets or hammers.  

At the Elevation of the Host, they 

gave it all they could.  The rafters in 

the roof gave up their dust and 

windows rattled as the whole building 

shook to a cacophony of sound.  An 

amazing Celebration of Harvest in an 

industrial city. For city people, 

ploughing and scattering are far from 

their lives.  This metal-workers‘ Mass 

represented their work, their work 

mates and their lives, brought 

together in thanksgiving to God. 
 

Francis Wood „Church Matters‘ 

       

 
 

 

 

A Prayer for the 

Vacancy  

 
Lord God, in this time of transition 
in our United Benefice, help us to 
look back with thankfulness to all 
that has been, and forward with 
hope to all that is to come. 
 
Unite us in love, fellowship, and 
service as we continue to work and 
worship through the Vacancy. 
 
We pray that you will open our ears  
to hear what you are asking of us 
now:  
our eyes to see what needs 
releasing, renewing, and realising: 
our hearts to follow the call and 
direction of your Spirit. 
 
When the time is right, send us a 
priest who will be a servant, 
shepherd leader, committed to 
nurturing our gifts of discipleship,  
encouraging our growth in faith 
and partnering us in transforming 
the communities we are called to 
serve. 
 
We ask this in fellowship with our 
patrons, St Peter and St Stephen, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Many congratulations to all those who received their ALM  
certificates at Blackburn Cathedral, especially to our own  

Christine Harbour and Alan Roadley. 
 

Well done and Congratulations from us all! 
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Healthy Carrot Cake Muffins 

(For 12 muffins) 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C). 

2. In a large bowl, whisk the eggs until light and fluffy. 

3. Add in the Greek yogurt and whisk again until the mixture is smooth and fluffy. 

4. Pour in the maple syrup, milk, and vanilla extract. Beat the mixture again until 

smooth. 

5. Add the shredded carrots, whole wheat flour, baking powder, and cinnamon over 

the wet ingredients. Using a rubber spatula, fold the wet and dry ingredients 

together just until combined. 

6. Using a medium ice cream scoop, portion the batter into a greased 12-cup muffin 

tin. 

7. Bake for 20 minutes, until the muffins have risen and set. 

8. For the frosting, beat the cream cheese in a small bowl until smooth. 

9. Add in the maple syrup and vanilla and beat again until the mixture is well 

combined. 

10. Once the muffins have cooled, use a small ice cream scoop to spoon a bit of the 

frosting on top of the muffins. Gently tap the muffins on the counter to smooth 

out the layer of frosting on top. 

Enjoy! 

 3 eggs 

 ½ cup greek yogurt 

 ½ cup maple syrup(168 g) 

 ¼ cup milk(60 mL) 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 2 carrots, shredded 

 1 ½ cups whole wheat flour(195 g) 

 1 ¾ teaspoons baking powder 

 1 ½ teaspoons ground cinnamon 

FROSTING 

 8 oz light cream cheese(225 g), 

softened 

 ¼ cup maple syrup(84 g) 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 



A Message from  
the Head 

 

 

On the 12th September it was 

the EDUCATION SUNDAY 

service. The children thought 

about our mission statement. 

‘Every Child of God Matters’ 

and how this makes our school 

distinctive and special. 

 

S We show love for one another, loving others as we love ourselves and 

 have the courage to care in order to keep everyone happy and safe. 

T We trust in God, standing on God’s promises and know Jesus is with 

 us in stormy times. We thank God for people who help us.  

 

P  We persevere to achieve our goals, keeping going against all odds. We 

 encourage others to keep going.  

E  We treat people fairly, seeing God’s love in action and make wise 

 decisions. 

T  We teach others to learn from their mistakes, having the courage 

 to do the right thing and not always the easy thing. We forgive others 

 as God has forgiven us. We make the right choices, living without lies.  

E  We are generous and encourage the best in each other.  

R  We respect one another, valuing others as we would like to be valued. 

 We value difference and different opinions.  

S  We use our talents to serve others and live for others.  
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