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REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY

14th November
Services are
St Stephen’s
at 9.45 am
Holy Communion
followed by
Act of Remembrance
at 11.00 am
-oOo
oOo-St Peter’s
at 11.00 am
Act of Remembrance
followed by a Service
of Holy Communion
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Don’t forget - if you need anything,
don’t hesitate3to contact us
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... VACANCY LATEST
BURNLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
have been updating their facilities for
disabled fans Unfortunately pitchside
facilities are already fully booked for
the season and only open air seats are
available. For more details phone
Anita Goodenough at Turf Moor on
01282 704717, or look at Burnley
Football Club website.
BURNLEY TOGETHER:
Good news is that this is still going
strong with its food parcel delivery and
has intro-duced a befriending service.
Opening hours are:
9-5 Monday to Friday.
Phone 01282 686402.
THE CLINICAL COMMISSIONING GROUP

has access to a Long Covid Clinic. If
you have long lasting Covid symptoms
that simply won‟t go away ask your GP
for a referral.
NATIONAL DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE
This is run by Refuge. It is open
24hours seven days a week. Or
contact them online.
Freephone: 0800 2000247

Please ensure that all articles for
the DECEMBER/JANUARY
magazine are submitted no later
than 15th November
pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com

The Men‟s Advice line number is
Freephone 0808 8010327
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Barbara
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October seemed to be the month when we could all take a breath and ...
relax. But not too much? The first stage is technically complete. The
Profile is finished, the Vacancy is
A Prayer for the
advertised, the Parish
Vacancy
Representatives, who take part in
the Interviewing of candidates, are
Lord God, in this time of transition
in our United Benefice, help us to
elected. And the legal forms which
look back with thankfulness to all
have to be completed and sent off
that has been, and forward with
are done. Now we wait and see who
hope to all that is to come.
applies to be Rector of our
Unite us in love, fellowship, and
Churches. You can see the Advert
service as we continue to work and
and Profile on the Diocese of
worship through the Vacancy.
Blackburn website under
We pray that you will open our ears
“Vacancies”.
to hear what you are asking of us

Alan Roadley

OUR PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
In case you don‟t already know,
there are four Parish
Representatives elected by our
PCCs, two from each church. They
are Sandra Davies and Meena
Tomlinson from St Peter‟s, and Philip
Walmsley and Beverley Laycock
from St Stephen‟s.
Please keep them in your prayers,
and do please continue to pray our
Vacancy Prayer.

now:
our eyes to see what needs
releasing, renewing, and realising:
our hearts to follow the call and
direction of your Spirit.
When the time is right, send us a
priest who will be a servant,
shepherd leader, committed to
nurturing our gifts of discipleship,
encouraging our growth in faith
and partnering us in transforming
the communities we are called to
serve.
We ask this in fellowship with our
patrons, St Peter and St Stephen,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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It was with deep sadness that
we heard of the death of our
very dear friend Diana Holden.
We valued her
friendship,
leadership,
guidance and
support. We
have sent our
deepest
sympathy from
everyone to her
daughters
Charlotte and
Libby who have lost a truly
treasured mother.
Di will be missed greatly.
Sandra and Jason
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Hello Everyone
We have taken yet another step back to normality and have celebrated
“Evensong” once again – “One more step along the road we go”.
We are also welcoming our Luncheon Club back. Our first lunch together will
be on Thursday, 28th October. Tea and coffee from 11.30am with lunch at 12
noon. Main course and pudding for only £5. Please come along for a very
enjoyable lunch and friendship.
Our Saturday morning concerts have also been resumed. Our first one was
on the 2nd October when we enjoyed a fantastic piano recital given by our
friend Paul Greenhalgh. Our next concert will be on Saturday 6th November
and we are looking forward to an organ recital to be given by Marc Murray.
Admission is by programme at the door priced £5 which includes refreshments.
Again, please come and enjoy the Saturday morning concerts if you possibly
can. Car parking is in the school grounds but those people who hold a blue
disabled badge are welcome to park in the Church grounds.
Our harvest festivals were a huge success. St. Peter‟s Day School held theirs
on Wednesday, 29th September and our Church harvest festival was on Sunday,
3rd October. A huge thank you to all who donated gifts of tinned and packet
foods. This was donated to St. Catherine‟s Church food bank who do a
wonderful job for the people of Burnley who are in need. The school children
are going to visit the food bank in the future so that they can see how their
gifts have been used.
Burnley‟s “Street Scene” have spent Fridays during the last few months working
hard on our Church grounds. They have done a remarkable job and the
grounds are looking so very good again. We are really appreciative of their
hard work.
As always everyone, take care.

Sandra and Jason
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the usual stalls to tempt you, along
with tasty food from the kitchen, and
we very much hope that Father
Christmas will be making an
appearance! We look forward to
seeing you all in church on Saturday
27th November from 11 o'clock until
1.30 pm.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Thank you to everyone who donated
gifts for the Harvest Festival in
October. All the gifts were sent on to
the food bank at St Matthew's Church,
Burnley. Father Alex and Reverend
Kat send their heartfelt thanks for our
donation of foodstuffs. The food bank
at St Matthew's is still extremely
active and serves many needy folk in
the town.

CLERGY STUDY EVENT
In 2022 St Stephen‟s Church will host
the clergy study event. It‟s seems that
we have now a reputation within the
Diocese to be able to hold such
conferencing events with the
technology and catering options that
we can offer at St Stephen‟s. Talks
and plans are now underway to
finalise the date. The event is always
hard work in setting up for us, but
very worthwhile being able to bring
our bishops, archdeacons and clergy
together to meet in a welcoming,
comfortable space, That said, it also
helps our finances hiring out the
church space.

THE NEW RECTOR
We await in eager anticipation for
news from the Diocese that we‟ve had
an encouraging response to the
advertisement for a new incumbent
for the Benefice. The closing date for
the post is 7th November, following
which candidates will be short-listed
and the interviews to take place in
early December. Please keep in your
prayers that we will be sent a new
rector early in 2022, with a view to
them leading us forward from around
Easter time. Watch this space for
more news next month!

As always the wardens would like to
thank everyone who work hard to
keep the church doors open, this
doesn‟t go unnoticed, so a VERY BIG
thank you to one and all.

CHRISTMAS FAIR
Plans are now taking place for our
Christmas Fair. This annual event has
always proved very popular at St
Stephen‟s, helping our funds and
everyone having an early Christmas
treat! We hope that there will be all
8

God bless

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul.
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A Poem for
Remembrance
Sunday

Taking a Stand

WHY COMPLICATE
LIFE?
Missing somebody?
Call
Want to meet up?
Invite
Want to be understood?
Explain
Have questions?
Ask
Don’t like something
Say it
Like something?
State it
Want something?
Ask
Love someone?
Tell it

I ask you to stand with me
For both the injured and the lost
I ask you to keep count with me
Of all the wars and what they cost
I ask you to be silent with me
Quietly grateful for our lot
As I expect you’re as thankful as me
For the health and life we’ve got
I ask that you wish them well with me
All those still risking their all
And I ask that you remember with me
The names of those that fall
I expect that you are proud like me
Of this great nation of ours too
So enjoying all its freedoms like me
Support those upholding them for you
I hope that you are hopeful like me
That we’ll soon bring an end to wars
So you’ll have to stand no more with
me
And mourning families no different
from yours
‘Til then be thankful you can stand
with me
Thinking of those who now cannot
For standing here today with me
At least we show they're not forgot
(John Bailey, May 2011)
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November in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s

November In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s
1st

Jessie Hutchinson

5th

Mary Smith

6th

Samuel King

8th

Arthur Cable and Norah Cable

9th

Eileen Kate Pick

10th

Dr Karol Lozinski

11th

Wilfred Pugh, Ida Louisa Holt

13th

Rosamond Dyke

14th

Mary Eastwood, Sheila Lillian Pike

Florence Ann Whittaker, Edna Horne

16th

Elizabeth Law, James Alexander Mitchell

9th

Lily Skirrow, Hartley Greenwood, Wilfred Hanns, Margaret Chorley

18th

Abraham Sagar, Harold Eastwood

10th

Mary Ann Whitham, Caroline Taylor, Roy Anthony Hinds

20th

Ada Chapman, Frank Eccles, Margaret Stockdale, John Holden

14th

Garnett Mitchell

23rd

Hilda Smith, Yvonne Watson, Frank Shoesmith and Sarah Shoesmith

15th

Ethel Maud Gallagher, Albert Farrow, Barbara Tate

24th

Sam Lacey

16th

Joseph Suthers, Edna Brown Harrison, Ellen Heywood

26th

Nellie Rowson, Barry Dilworth Derham

17th

Nellie Seddon

27th

Louisa Schofield

18th

Hubert Taylor, Sarah Elizabeth Walmsley, Phoebe Sutcliffe, William Herbert
Allcock, Geoffrey Farrow

29th

Sonia Andre Trotter, Doris Dodd

19th

Margaret Ann Watson, Alice Blythe

30th

John William Coates, Ronald Ellis Marshall

20th

Ellen Smith, Harold Hargreaves

21st

Private Albert Topper

22nd

Thomas Rushton, Jophia Cruikshanks

23rd

Nora Vina Threlfall, Thomas Johnson, Brian Marsden

24th

Peter Cranidge

25th

Ruth Wareing, William Sagar, Joseph Holt, Norman Harris

26th

Mary Howarth, Glynn David Casson

27th

Elizabeth Nicholls, Edith Jane Isabel Wilson, Jane Varley Jobling,
Thomas Henry Riding, Ronald Mills

28th

Dora Chadwick, Ronald Mark Baldwin

30th

Lottie Bird

1st

Richard Clee, Lilian Walsh

2nd

William Jackson, Kenneth Lord Healey

3rd

Helen Chadwick, Elizabeth MacDonald

4th

George Henry Hughes, John Carter, Mary Ingham,
Norman Victor Boardman

5th

William Francis Whitham, James Gillesie, Harry Briggs

6th

Samuel Edward Clements, Margaret Walton, Violet Holt

7th

Hannah Green, Janice Cant, John Hindle

8th

R.I.P.
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Benefice

Just before lockdown last year we held a Curry Night at Shimla Spice
Restaurant (on Church St. almost opposite St. Peter‟s). It seems to be
fondly remembered, so we‟d like to do it again! And as we‟re a united
Benefice, you‟re all invited!
I‟m hoping that by the time you read this there will be a date advertised (probably a Tuesday in the first half of November) and more details. So look out for more information, and book early.
Contact 07588 556640 to find out more

St Stephen’s
Branch

LOOKING BACK

Thank you to Ruth Bradley for crossing the Pennines to talk to us about her
ordination journey, on the evening of Tuesday 28th September. Ruth asked if
we could start with the Stuart Townend version of „The Lord‟s my Shepherd‟.
As she shared with us her path towards ordination she made many references
to lines from the reassuring and comforting Psalm 23.
Ruth, who attended St.Stephen‟s with her children for many years and did so
much within the church, especially with the youth group, shared with us an
early relationship with God when she was just a child. Ruth has always felt God
had, and has, a plan for her. Ruth‟s mind was opened up to the Bible through
the „God Our Rock‟ course. Then through the „Called to Serve‟ course Ruth
met a spiritual director who first suggested ordination to her. Several years
down the way, Ruth is now a priest, living in Yorkshire, still working in nursing
in Lancashire and working out of two churches in Yorkshire. She has promised
to return to talk to us in the future and we very much look forward to
welcoming her back.
Ruth Haygarth was our speaker on Tuesday 12th October in the afternoon.
Ruth started the charity, „New Neighbours Together‟ in 2016 through her
work with „Building Bridges‟. The charity works with Asylum Seekers and
Refugees, reaching out to them and becoming their neighbour. Asylum Seekers
who come to this country become refugees if their plea for asylum is accepted.
The charity works with Calico and the Council out of St. John‟s Church, Ivy
Street. Ruth opened up our eyes to the way the government hands out housing
through a body called CIRCO. As a result refugees end up in poor quality,
cheap housing in deprived areas. Both asylum seekers and refugees face
overwhelming problems from the moment they step foot in this country from
all levels of bureaucracy and society. Asylum seekers can‟t immediately have a
bank account so can‟t apply for things online. They need the internet every step
of the way, but without a bank account it‟s incredibly frustrating and soul
destroying.
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Ruth brought along Leila, a Christian from Iran, who has lived in Britain for
three and a half years and has now been given leave to remain. Leila came over
with her husband and son, but sadly left behind her elder daughter.
If you want to know more about Ruth‟s charity and levels of involvement please
visit www. Near Neighbours Together.
/continued ...
15

Refugees,

St Peter’s Branch

by Brian Bilston - a reverse poem.
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not ok to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way
(Now read from bottom to top)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, November 9th, 2pm - We will be welcoming Simon Goff from
Burnley Borough Council, who will speak to us about green issues
and sustainability.
Tuesday, November 23rd, 7pm- Making a Christmas Wreath, with Karen
(Christine Naughton‟s daughter).
OUR NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS

We were all saddened to hear of the death of Diana Holden, a
longstanding member of St Peter‟s Mothers‟ Union. Our sympathy is
extended to Di‟s family at this sad time.
Ethel and I were very disappointed with how few members were able to
come to our last meeting in September. We do hope that a few more
will be able to come on Wednesday 27th October, when we will
hopefully be able to plan for next year and look at ways to recruit new
members.
Our November meeting will be a lunchtime meal at Towneley Garden
Centre at 12.30pm on Wednesday 24th November. If you wish to
come, please let either Ethel or myself know. Everyone is welcome,
you don‟t have to be a member.
At present, Mothers‟ Union in Burnley Deanery is not collecting
toiletries for the hospital. However, there is a box at the back of
church, for a limited period, for donations of toiletries etc. for released
prisoners. Please help to fill the box.
Enid Nutland, Diocesan President, is retiring and Diocese is collecting
for a retirement present. A contribution of 50p per member is
suggested, but this is entirely voluntary. We cannot use Mothers‟
Union funds for this, therefore, can I suggest that tea money from our
next meeting is used for this?
An advanced notice for 2022. The Mothers‟ Union Festival will be held
at St Peter‟s next year. The dates have not been pubished yet, but it
will probably be on the last Tuesday I April. We will be expected to
provide simple refreshments after the service.

Carol

Happy Birthday to Betty Galloway for the 4th.
Barbara Howarth celebrates her birthday on the 17th.
Christine and Terry Naughton celebrate their wedding anniversary on the 18th.
16
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MENTAL HEALTH DAY
SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER 2021
Mental Health and Wellbeing.

Our Year 5 Rugby team really enjoyed playing
their game despite the torrential rain. We are
delighted to say that they were unbeaten too.
BEAT THE STREET
St Stephen‟s are doing a brilliant job with the
„beat the Street‟ competition which involves
touching a fob onto fob
points all around Burnley.
This is an excellent way of
keeping the children fit and
healthy. We are hoping to
win some vouchers for
school.

These year 2 children really
enjoyed participating in the fun
run at Towneley Park.

Mrs Roberts has been delivering her
worship on how to keep mentally healthy
each week. If you and/or your family
need any support, please visit our
webpage under 'wellbeing'. These are
some of the agencies that can help
you: Minds Matter, CFW
Neighbourhood centres (offer a drop in
session ) CANW ,Barnados
Lancashire Women's Centre, Brighter
Lives and Safenet. And of course us at
school 01282 427848

RECEPTION
Our Reception children
have been on a visit to
Towneley Park and have
thoroughly enjoyed digging and planting bulbs for the Harvest.

Many schools across
Lancashire took part
in a virtual version of
Sing Together
(renamed as
‘Let’s Go Sing’)

Our Harvest Service went well at Church and it was lovely to receive messages
from parents who zoomed in to watch the children perform. We are
supporting the Bishop‟s Harvest Appeal for an area in South Africa and also the
BFC in the community kitchen. Thank you for all the donations.

View the virtual
concert by visiting:

The children read poems, sang songs and
delivered readings for the congregation.
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www.letsgosing.co.uk
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Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
We have had some exciting and positive times with children's work. Education
Sunday has introduced two new families to our Sunday school . The return to
welcoming our school families to a Harvest Workshop was uplifting. A really
busy afternoon with a fantastic atmosphere when the joy of fellowship together
was evident . At Harvest we enjoyed potato painting and printing and for Ava's
Christening 27 children enjoyed icing biscuits in rainbow colours .
As Sunday School leaders from both churches we hope to meet together for a
catch up and Advent/ Nativity preparation . I am grateful to Father Paul for
organizing a quiet day for Mums at Whalley Abbey . Since the return of
refreshments it's been so good watching Father Paul interact with our children
in the Sunday School room .
November leads us to Christ the King and Advent . As always we will follow
the lectionary and we are beginning to divide our Sunday School into two
groups. It means after starting together for prayers, songs and Bible story we
can split up with more appropriate activities and we will be able to prepare our
older children for
Confirmation next
Easter . The excellent
section in Roots of
talking together and
talking with God will
certainly open up
interesting
discussions !!!!!!
Since the return of the
school year 7 High
School girls come to
sing on Friday evenings .
They love this special
time in church and we
hope to include them in
our evening services and workshops .

Potato Printing for Harvest
In Sunday school we looked at potatoes that were damaged on the outside and
discussed they were perfect inside . We thought about how we can grow inside
with good thoughts , love and care .

Our Harvest Gifts

I am extremely grateful for all the support we always receive for our work with
children .

Love from Meena, Sharmaine & the Sunday School
20

Ava’s Christening
This was the first time our newly-positioned font was used.
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Come to the table
There is room at the table
I think many of you know, even after
A reservation in your name
double vaccination I have had a pretty bad It is written in blood
bout of COVID-19. Hopefully I am now Signed and sealed.
„on the mend‟. Many grateful thanks for
Come slowly, come humbly
all your prayers. It is such a comfort
Jesus awaits
knowing others are wrapping you in a
blanket of prayer. I am beginning a second Torn hands outstretched.
isolation period but hope to be back with He feels your pain
you all after that and certainly by the time He knows your fear
He sought you
the magazine is out.
As you hid in sorrow
Being there for each other and supporting Beaten by life itself.
each other is all very much of being
Accept your place
Christ‟s body, and if we truly do this we
Given in grace.
shall be like stones on the beach that
Settings of love
jostle again each other, rubbing off each
Bread of life
other‟s sharp bits till we are smoothed
Wine of Everlasting Joy.
and rounded by God‟s love and grace.
Dear Readers,

Henry helps Granddad with the
banner on Walking Day
The sun shone on our September Walking Day this year,
and it seems you’re never too young to lend a hand with the banner!!
This year, at St Stephen‟s, we thought we‟d
do a Reverse Advent Calendar and give back
to those less fortunate this Christmas. This
is how it works.
1. At the end of November, a box will be put
at the back of church to collect items.
2. Every week, choose something from your
own supplies or from the shops to
donate ... non-perishable food items,
toiletries etc.
3. A few days before Christmas, the offering
will be taken to the local food bank or we
will find a charity that is doing collections of these items over the Christmas
period.
22

Emma B

God in his grace has inspired me to write
a poem . As I have reflected on my
Christian life born into the warmth of
Methodism, through the experience of
the awesome Pentecostal church, and
finally into lay ministry in the Church of
England I realised that all have given me
something , but at the end of the day it
was God‟s invitation to partake in the
Eucharist that he kept me coming back for
more,
Love and blessings,
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Come, come
Let his blessings enfold you
Your gift is here.
A Holy sacrament
Poured out for you
Take it now
Jesus’s life given for you.
Amen.

Alan writes ...

that‟s happening to ourselves.
Think of what we could do to be
more visible to the local
community and the town. Think of
who you could ask to come to
our services and events.

I have to start by
thanking all of you who
wished me well on my
commission-ing last
September as an Authorized Lay
Minister. The support of our
congregations throughout the
whole process is something I have
always been grateful for. Myself
and Christine Harbour are
authorized to work in both
Churches. I must also thank Father
Paul for his mentoring of me since
he came to the Benefice, and for
the prodding, encouragement and
advice he has given. I‟m really
thankful to Paul, the Diocese and
to God for the opportunities I
have been given to minister in the
Benefice. Do have a look for
yourself at the wide range of things
ALM offers and ask me about it. I
could be YOU next!

There‟s a saying that to succeed
you need to think globally not
locally. In a Church context, that
could maybe be translated into
“Look Outwards not Inwards”.
Only so much of God‟s work can
be done inside the church and by
the existing members. The
command is “GO and make
disciples”, “GO”, in contrast to
“stay where you are and hope
they might come”. Let‟s make the
most of the coming festivities and
spread the word.
Alan Roadley.
Vision Champion, St.Peter’s

As we come towards the seasons
of Advent and Christmas there will
be opportunities aplenty for
reflecting and celebrating. Great
for us, but also great for sharing. In
fact, just like a well known brand of
chocolates, faith in Christ and
Church life in general is just made
for sharing. So lets not keep all

Linda writes ... Hi Everyone,

notes.

Last month at St Stephens Mothers‟ Union we had a talk from a
representative of the charity New Neighbours. There will
probably be more details about the charity in the Mother‟s Union

This was not just another item on the News. We were hearing about real life
experiences. It really brought home to me that people coming to this country
have a very difficult time when they arrive. They have come to this country to
seek asylum from persecution, often in fear for their lives, leaving everything
behind, even their families. They are given a home to live in which is often sub
standard, and provided with the bare necessities - for example, one knife and
fork, one plate one cup etc. Apparently it can take up to three years to be
given leave to stay. When you do get leave to stay you then have only 28 days
to find a new home.
The next day as I looked out of our front window I noticed an extremely large
removal van in the cul-de-sac opposite. The van would have contained box
after box of possessions. If their experience is anything like when we have
moved house they will probably still have boxes up in the loft in 12 months‟
time. It really brought home how different our experience of moving house was
to the people who are helped by New Neighbours.
Jesus and his family fled to Egypt after an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream. The angel told Joseph to take the child and his mother to Egypt.
Herod is going to hunt for the child and kill him. They stayed in Egypt until
Herod died. Were Jesus and his family welcomed? Were they given a place to
stay? Was Joseph allowed to work to take care of his family? We would like to
think so.
Most of us have comfortable and happy homes perhaps we should give some
thought to how we can help those who do not.
Linda

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me’ (Matthew 25:40)
24
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The Organ Fund
As reported in last months magazine we are well up and running with the organ
fund. We are extremely grateful for the kind donations people are making. We
still have a way to go to reach our goal but I am confident we will get there. Up
to press we still require about £6,000/£7,000 to reach our goal.
All the legalities are now in place so it‟s full steam ahead I am please to say.
I have now been in touch with the organ supplier who reports that a date for
the temporary install will be fixed ASAP.
THE HOLE IN THE WALL:
Church goers will have noticed that the Norwich organ has now been removed
in the same way as it was installed, through the old organ chamber and lifted to
its home behind the choir stalls. Something that‟s puzzled a few of our folk at
church for a little while.
A temporary curtain has been put in place until the replacement organ is in situ.
All the wood panels will be replaced at a time when is convenient to do so.

Even though the last year or two may have been tough for some of
us, we should never forget that the standard of living that even the
worst off among us have is relatively good by world standards. If you are born
in the UK, for all its issues, you are lucky enough to have so much, such as
fresh water, toilets, free healthcare and education, that many in other parts of
the world don‟t have.
As a Church I think it‟s our duty to reach out and give a little to the world‟s
poorest. Christian Aid have a range of gifts which can be sent to people in
need. £15 will buy seeds and tools to allow a family in South Sudan to grow
vegetables to feed themselves for several weeks. £15 will also
allow an orphaned child in Kenya to remain in school.
If we could only raise £30 we could buy one of each as a
Christmas gift from St. Peter‟s. I‟d like to think we could raise
more than that.
If you want to donate please see me in Church or contact me:
Alan Roadley 07588 556640 alan@alanroadley.net

A big Thank you to Vic Riley who helped yours truly to lift the Norwich Organ
to its place in storage. Not an easy job but we got there in the end, very
slowly ...Phew!!!
Music has always been at the heart of St Stephen‟s in worship and praise, so it
seems fitting we should carry on the tradition that has been prevalent in our
church over the years. This plays a tremendous part in worship, creating an
atmosphere of calmness, stillness and at times a great uplifting creative feel to
the power of praise.
Donations are still being gratefully received> No matter how small or how
great, it will all contribute to this important cause. If you‟d like to donate,
please have a word with Jean or myself.
Thank you for the Music

Keith
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Where to Next?
So as things return to normal, and let‟s hope
they stay that way, it‟s time to think if and how we bring our once popular social gatherings back. Earlier this year we had several “Zoom” nights out. They
seemed very successful, but it isn‟t the same, and not everyone does Zoom
anyway, so end up being excluded.
Unfortunately, in the world of hospitality venues, the scene is ever changing,
and Covid just made that worse. Our former venue of choice, the “Brun-Lea”,
has changed hands. I sampled it a little while back for “research purposes”, and
frankly I wasn‟t impressed. Again, in the interests of research I tried the Boot
Inn, a Wetherspoons house in the town centre. I felt it was too noisy and the
table layout wouldn‟t work for our group. I can‟t spend all of my evenings touring licensed premises in Burnley to find one that might suit!
So where we are is; I‟m keen to see Mens Nights return, but don‟t know where
we might go. So I need your input and ideas. So long as it‟s reasonably central
to Burnley, preferably with parking nearby, all options are open. Let‟s hear from
you.

St Stephen’s
Sidespersons’
Rota
for November
7th Nov

St Stephen’s Readers’
Rota for November

Christine Harbour
Christine Naughton

14th Nov

Betty Mason
Ralph Lister

21st Nov

Geoff Kay
Judith <ershaw

28th Nov

Elaine Aspden
Neil Hasty

Alan Roadley 07588 556640 alan@alanroadley.net
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Sunday 14th November
Beverley Laycock
Sunday 21st November
Anne Allcock
Sunday 28th November
Jean Beeston
Please let Jean know if you are not
able to be there on your Sunday:
01282 432986

St Stephen’s
Cleaning Rota

St Stephen’s
Tea & Coffee Rota
for November

7th Nov:
14th Nov::
21st Nov:
28th Nov:

Sunday 7th November
Linda Pounder

Elaine Aspden & Brenda Burton
Pauline Lockwood & Lynette A
WUAW
Barbara Hasty & Paul Hannah
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W/C 1st Nov:
W/C 8th Nov::
W/C 15th Nov:
W/C 22nd Nov:
W/C 29th Nov:

Team 3
Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 1

St Peter’s Church ...
... nearly 900 years young
In the last issue there was a typing error. It should read
Sweatshirts are £20.
I hope this didn‟t put people off buying! The more we can sell the more people
will know that St Peter‟s Church and the town of Burnley are celebrating 900
years of Christianity. This needs shouting about. Not many Churches or
Cathedrals in the county of Lancashire and in our United Kingdom will have
this fascinating interwoven history.
How are the 900 celebrations coming along I hear you cry? The Church
services throughout next year are taking shape nicely and details will be
revealed in due course. The pilgrimage to Whalley Abbey and open air service
has been given the go ahead but no date has been set (hopefully, early summer).
This will be a good time for us all to wear our T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies
en masse – a sea of purple and gold.
Please keep giving photos, films, sound recordings, memorabilia and
reminiscences to Jason for his 900 year Celebration of Christian worship at St
Peter‟s Church in Burnley display. This gives you a good excuse to spend the
day having a delve into the loft, basement or under the bed to uncover lost
treasures and happy memories. It will be great to see how the fashions have
changed and what we looked like in
our teens. The men in our
congregation will be interested in the
ROTA FOR SEPTEMBER
old cars, motorbikes and charabancs.
Many thanks to those who helped
The Shopping Centre has not got back with decorating the Church for
to me regarding setting up a stall for
Harvest
copying the Letters of St Peter. I will
chase this up but if there is no joy I do
have a plan B! Volunteers to help me
SANCTUARY
TOWNELEY CHAPEL
set this up will still be required no
matter what in April, I hope, of next 7th
Mr D Smith
Vacant
year.

Alice

Exciting times ahead. Let‟s be part of
history.

Annette Roadley

14th

Vacant

Mr & Mrs S Barritt

21st

Vacant

Vacant

28th

Vacant

Mrs S Boardwell
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A Message from
the Head
This half term in school we looked at the value of generosity and how in
Corinthians it reads: 'God love a cheerful giver.' We used this acrostic poem in
our worship Generosity is…
Encouraging the best in each other
Never selfish
Enjoying helping others
Raising support for a good cause
Offering what we can
Sharing our time and talents
Inviting someone to join in
Taking care of God‟s creation for future generations
You first, me last.
Father Paul has been into school twice to lead our worship, he told the story of
the Generous Widow and how we are to give
sacrificially. He then told the story of the Ten Lepers
and how only one of them came back to say thank you.
We even made up a poem to help us to say thank you!
In worship in Church Father Paul used a blessings box
with our current Year 2 children. We are trying to be a
blessing to others in school by ensuring we say thank
you for the generosity of others!
On the 29th September, we went into church to celebrate Harvest Festival
with the parishioners. We had a wonderful
time, sharing a variety of songs, readings, and
teaching everyone about harvest around the
world, the farm to fork journey and about
Fairtrade. All the children were engaged and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. We had a
large and supportive group of parents and
carers who came to support the children,
which was fantastic!
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After the service, our School Councillors
went back into church to help pack all the
tins and packets ready for them to be sent
to St Catherine‟s. We spoke with Father
Roger, from St Catherine‟s who is going to
come into school to lead a worship to help
explain to the children what their
generosity means to the community, how
they have helped and the gratitude
expressed from the church. Our School
Council will then visit St Catherine‟s to see our generosity in action.
Then on the 7th October, we celebrated World
Porridge Day to raise money for Mary's Meals, a
charity which feeds more than two million children
in 19 countries around the world every school day.
In Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe, the children are
normally served steaming mugs of porridge enriched
with vitamins to help them learn and grow. That‟s
why we celebrated World Porridge Day – we know
porridge has the power to change lives! We all
enjoyed our porridge and our visit from Fran, who
works for Mary's Meals. We raised £107.90 for the
charity! Well done everyone!
Finally, we then held a Harvest Workshop in Church
after school on the 8th October. Meena and a team of
volunteers: Ann, Carol W, Joan, Ethel, Freda and
Jason had some fantastic arts and craft activities for
the children to participate in. It was a wonderful
celebration of all that we have learnt this term. A lot
of hard work was put into the event both on the day
and in preparation which was very much appreciated.
We are extremely lucky to have such strong links
with St Peter‟s Church.

Mrs Crowther

Headteacher
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St. Francis of Assisi is well known as the founder of the
Franciscan Order, the Order of St. Clare and Patron
Saint of animals, and of Italy. He lived a life of selfless
poverty, supporting the forgotten members of society
when few would have even noticed them.
He is one of the most venerated figures in Christianity,
how can we possibly hope to emulate even a fraction of
the good works he did? Well, his life gives us so many
lessons on just how to spread the God's love
starting right where we are
1. DON'T WORRY IF YOU HAVEN'T DONE EVERYTHING
PERFECT IN THE PAST. - Francis was born to a wealthy
family and spent his early years spending money lavishly
on fine clothes and the pleasures available to a
privileged young man. Time spent as a prisoner of war
and illness caused him to re-evaluate his life and shun
the pursuit of his own pleasure for the ministry to the
poor.
2. NOT EVERYONE WILL BE HAPPY WHEN YOU
FOLLOW GOD'S DIRECTION - When Francis
returned to his home town in a dishevelled
state having lived in a cave for a month he was
beaten and imprisoned by his father to
encourage his return to his life of
wealth and influence. Escaping with the help of his mother he sheltered with a
Priest and his father cut him off from any inheritance. Francis became even
more steadfast in the path that God had shown him.
3. YOU DON'T NEED PERMISSION TO DO GOD'S WORK - By the time he was in
his mid twenties Francis had attracted followers to his ministry, travelling
the Umbrian countryside spreading a message of penance, love and peace.
He went to Rome with eleven of his followers to seek the blessing of Pope
Innocent III to found a new religious order. He was still a lay man at this
time!
/continued ...
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4. EQUALITY AND INCLUSION IS ALWAYS PART OF GOD'S PLAN - As the word
of the new order spread people would come to listen to the preaching of
Francis and his followers, among them a Noblewoman, Clare of Assisi. So
moved was she by what she had felt in the presence of people alive and
inspired that she left her comfortable life behind and with Francis formed
the order of Poor Clares. Realising that not everyone could practically adopt
a monastic life he formed another order for all people who simply wished to
follow the principles of Franciscan teachings in their daily lives.
5. BE WISE ENOUGH TO SEE WHEN SOMEONE CAN DO A BETTER JOB AND STEP
ASIDE FOR THEM

Before he was 40, Francis had seen that the order had grown massively and
it's original structures had not evolved to match. He handed over
governance and control of the order to one of the Brothers he felt was
more suited to the task.
6. BEING A CHRISTIAN MEANS BEING AN ENVIRONMENTALIST
Francis became patron saint of animals because of his reputation for
preaching to them. His approach was simple, God is reflected in all aspects
of nature and by becoming closer to the natural world around us we
become closer to God. in 1979 he was declared the patron saint of ecology.
7. USE WHATEVER LANGUAGE WORKS TO TEACH GOD'S WORD.
Francis believed that our actions could show God's love more than our
words, he spent most of his life working with people forgotten by society to
strengthen them and then to encourage them to do good works. He is
credited with staging the first Nativity play as a way of teaching the Christ
story to people who had never had an education. He is credited with saying
"Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary use words"
He was truly an inspirational instrument of change who's influence is still felt
today, almost 800 years after his death. We are reminded from his life that
we actually all have the power to make great, positive change in the world
around us, it is what God wants us to do and the barriers to doing that are
often just barriers in our own minds. Francis summed our potential in this
wonderful statement;
"Start by doing what is necessary, then what is possible
and suddenly you're doing the impossible."
P.S.:

He was actually Christened "Giovanni", Francis was a nickname given by
his father.
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Paul H

From the Tree to the Cross - International Edition
The threatening sky was never going to deter the
intrepid and so it was that 12 brave souls met near the
Singing Ringing Tree on Crown Point to experience the
adventure of a walk into the moorland of Rossendale unfold.
Since the success of the first two walks, word has clearly got out
and we had company from far and wide, Kristen* came all the
way from New York so we knew that the experience had to
live up to the hype!
Heading into Rossendale we saw the magnificent views as far as Holcombe Hill
in Bury with Peel Tower standing proudly on top, Longridge Fell and
Ingleborough and as we headed down to the reservoir at Clowbridge and the
people enjoying an afternoon of sailing, we walked through the remains of the
Medieval village of Gambleside, which sat along the side of the old Pilgrim
Route to Whalley Abbey, a little further on marked with Compston's Cross,
once one of a number of crosses marking the way (I have since wondered if
Foldy's Cross, now in Towneley Park but originally sited in front of St. Peter's
Church, was another of those way markers. Perhaps one of our more educated
readers can confirm).
Heading back to the start we
walked the Limersgate, the old
packhorse route between Preston,
Blackburn, Burnley and Halifax,
which once carried lime and salt
into Yorkshire and brought
wool and other goods back.
We arrived back at the car park
just as the threat of rain became a
reality and our legs had started to
truly comprehend what "undulating"
meant.

Look out for Linda's next route shortly.
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Thank you to everyone who joined
in and shared chat along the way.

(*Kristen is originally from New York but does now live in Manchester and is
part of Pam and John's family so I may be exaggerating the fame of the walks a
trifle.)
H
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Paul

