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Don’t forget - if you need anything,
don’t hesitate to contact us
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THE CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU:

This has reopened but can only be
contacted by phone. Opening hours
are 9-5 Monday to Friday. They are
keen to deal with the backlog of
Attendance Allowance claims that have
built up during Lockdown, so, give
them a ring on 616750 for advice on
claiming.
CHILDLINE

A Helpline for young people
Tel No: 08001111
24 hours, seven days a week.
SILVERLINE

A Helpline for older people:
Tel: 08004 708090
24 hours, seven days a week.
THE SAMARITANS help line is also 24
hours and their number is 116123.
BURNLEY TOGETHER:

Good news is that this is still going
strong with its food parcel delivery and
has intro-duced a befriending service.
Opening hours are:
9-5 Monday to Friday.
Phone 01282 686402.
NATIONAL DOMESTIC ABUSE HELPLINE:

This is run by Refuge. It is open
24hours seven days a week. Or
contact them online. Freephone:
0800 2000247
The Men‟s Advice line number is
Freephone 0808 8010327
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

Please ensure that all articles for
the FEBRUARY
magazine are submitted
no later than
15th January
pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com

Barbara
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RING OUT THE OLD! RING IN
THE NEW!

Hello Everyone,
A lot can happen in a year. We started 2021 in lockdown and now we are
almost back to normal with the welcome return of Choral Matins and Evensong
services. We said goodbye to Rev Patrick and are now on our way to finding a
new incumbent, with interviews taking place in December which we hope will
be successful. It looks like a lot is going to happen in 2022 as well, with a
packed schedule of events and services being put together for our 900th
anniversary year.
As we move into the busy Christmas and New Year period we have lots to
look forward to including the Advent Gatherings in ABC‟s slot on Thursday
mornings, the School Nativity on Wednesday 15th at 10.30am, the Municipal
Choir Carol Concert on Thursday 16th at 7.00pm, the Carol Service on Sunday
19th at 4.00pm, the Crib Service on Christmas Eve at 4.00pm, the Christmas
Day service at 10.30am, and the Christingle Service on Sunday 2nd January at
4.00pm. We hope you will be able to join us for any or all of these.
The return of Lunch Club was a success and is much appreciated for the
wonderful food and friendship it provides. Thank you to the team of Cynthia,
Freda, Ethel and Andree for all their hard work to make it possible.
The microphones have been repaired with batteries replaced and updated, so
should hopefully work better from now on.
Thanks to Carol P for updating and restocking the First Aid Kit and ensuring all
items are up to date.
Street Scene have extended their work in the churchyard and have continued
to keep it looking well. We are grateful for all their hard work.
We wish everyone a Peaceful Christmas and a Happy New 900th Year.

Sandra and Jason
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with the much appreciated help of
others who do a magnificent job . We
have been fortunate to have a curate
in charge which has helped us to
move things forward, not forgetting
the many, many meetings we have all
been attending.

As we look back at our year it‟s so
uplifting to know that whatever
comes along our resilience and
determination shines through,
allowing us to keep focused on why
we come to church. Each one of us
has our own reasons but there‟s one
thing we all have in common, and that
is “to serve”. It can safely be said
that we have all weathered this
dreadful storm together in a way that
has rarely been seen in our lifetime.

We pray that our parish
representatives will make the right
decision in finding an incumbent who
will work with both of our parishes
to take our churches forward.
We now move into one of the most
important seasons in the church
“Christmas”. You will see in this
magazine dates and times of all our
Christmas services. Please do try to
come along to church and share with
us this special time.

It‟s been a tough couple of years for
the church in general having to deal
with falling numbers in our
congregations, but now we see the
light at the end of the tunnel.
Numbers are slowly picking up as we
can still enjoy our time together as we
meet in the name of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

To everyone within our parishes of St
Stephen‟s and St Peter‟s

A Very Happy and
Holy Christmas

We have learned so much over the
past couple of years which is good,
using technology to get through the
most difficult times, but keeping a
happy medium is always the best way
forward. Moving back to the high altar
has been long awaited and welcomed
by many.
We now find ourselves as a benefice
well into the interregnum. As
wardens, we keep things ticking over

God bless

Keith, Jean, Betty and Paul.
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Did you Know ...

Whatever happened to the
meat in mincemeat,
traditionally eaten at
Christmas? In early days
meat was included in mince
pies. Small meaty strips were
used, well spiced and with
fruit. These were called shrid
pies. They were much larger
than today and often collapsed
in the middle making them
look like models of the manger
at Bethlehem. Cooks then
decorated them with pastry
cut out to look like a baby.
Today we still
have suet in
our recipe for
mincemeat.

Look who’s in!
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St Stephen’s
Branch

LOOKING BACK

The Relax-U evening on Tuesday 26th October was very successful and well
attended. Lynne Ward‟s lovely manner and popular products meant the evening
was enjoyed by all.
Simon Goff, head of Burnley Council‟s Green Spaces and Amenities spoke to us
on Tuesday afternoon (9th November) about green issues and sustainability
both in Burnley and globally. His visit to us during the second week of COP 26
seemed most timely. Points raised by Simon were listened to and discussed as
we went along. Some of the many interesting facts we learnt during our
discussions were:
 Burnley is almost 50% self sufficient in electricity due in the most part to its
wind farms which power sixteen hundred of its houses. A further twelve
hundred homes are powered by gas and electricity out of Rowley, a former
huge land fill site, now one of Burnley‟s amazing green spaces.
 Burnley‟s parks‟ vehicles are moving towards an all electric fleet, including its
mowers.
 One million trees comprising the Forest of Burnley have been planted since
1995.
 Many areas of the parks are being left to rewilding. Grass is left uncut or
mowed less often to encourage wild life and insects to thrive.
 Burnley‟s greenways have been extensively developed to encourage more
walking and cycling.
Simon Goff certainly helped us to see that we are all able to play our part in
saving our planet. THINK GLOBAL AND ACT LOCAL.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, November 23rd: 7pm
Two possible plans! We might be wreath making with Karen or preparing for
the Christmas Fair. Christine‟s daughter Karen will be starting a course of
radiotherapy and will see how things go. We all wish you well, Karen and are
keeping you in our prayers.

Saturday 8th January: 2pm
Deanery Service at All Saints, Habergham
Tuesday, January 11th: 2pm
Eucharist and AGM, where the 2022 programme will be given out.
OUR DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS:
It‟s many happy returns to Jean Beeston for the 2nd. Renie Pearson and Linda
Hannah share the same birthdate on the 11th, so happy birthday to the both of
you.
Happy anniversary to Margaret and Eric Booth as you celebrate on the 30th.
OUR JANUARY CELEBRATIONS:
Jackie‟s birthday is on the 10th, followed by Barbara‟s on the 13th and Elaine‟s
on the 18th. Happy birthday to us all. Peter and I will be celebrating our
wedding anniversary on the 3rd.
Wishing you peace and joy this Christmastime.

St Peter’s Branch
Our two meetings since we have been able to resume in September have been
very poorly attended. Our next scheduled meeting is our Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday 26th January 2022 at 2pm. I do hope that more
members will be able to attend this meeting.
There is to be a Burnley Deanery Mothers‟ Union service of Thanksgiving on
Saturday 8th January at 2.00pm at All Saints. Please try to go if you are able.
The Burnley Deanery Mothers‟ Union Festival for 2022 will be held at St
Peters on Tuesday 26th April.
Everyone has received a form for me to update their details. Please let either
myself or Ethel have the completed form as soon as possible.

Thursday, December 9th: 12 noon
Christmas meal at Turf Moor. Please make sure everybody is paid up for the
meal ASAP - that includes me!
...
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December/January in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s

December/January in the Book of Remembrance of St Peter’s

1st

Ian David Young, George Church Lancaster

1st

David Saunt, May Thornton, Emma Bell, Jack Sharp

1st

Edith Francis, Dr Erwin Falik

1st

John Morris

2nd

Arthur Hill Dixon, Dorothy Ward, James William
Baker, Helen Hudson

2nd

David Edward Jones, Peter Hall, Kathleen Sharp

2nd

Margaret Yates

2nd

Albert Schofield, William Mason Coates

3rd

Emily Law, Jean Thornber

3rd

Alice Newbold, Marion Edmondson

3rd

Rose Hilda McNair, Margaret Booth

4th

Dora Higson, Leo Waterworth

8th

Marguerite Jane Thompson

4th

Kathleen Martin OBE

5th

Gertrude Healey, Hannah Wilkins, William Beaumont,
Don Laing, Gordon Morris

9th

Elizabeth Astin

7th

John Parker John Stuart Lockwood

11th

Silas Theodore Bellinger, George Henry Waring

10th

Joan Eglin

12th

Harold Shaw

11th

Ben Lund

13th

Rose Green

12th

Mavis Ryan

14th

Harry Smith

14th

Emily Helena Tomlinson

18th

Ester Alice Hadfield, Alfred Earley Hadfield, Henry
Watson, Sarah Ann Potts, Mary Jane Taylor

16th

John Thomas Dodd

17th

Mary Bestwick

18th

Mary Ann Clegg, Pierce Astin

19th

Norman Barritt

21st

Christine Ryan

23rd

George Arthur G Senior

27th

Maggie Williams, William Edward Barritt
Dr John Bladwin Shoesmith, Ethel Louisa Shoesmith
Sarah Hannah Sagar, Ellen Ann Whittaker, Marjorie
Batley, Peter West , Elizabeth Craig Lavery

3rd

Gladys Fielding, Irvine Stephenson, Phyllis Blythe,
Margaret Thorburn

4th

Arthur Dixon, Mary Ellen Rycroft, Lottie Jobling

5th

Albert Henry Baker, Craig William Beeston,
Wilhelmina Baker

6th

Alice Heap, Samuel Farrer, James Marcus Yates

6th

Mary Jane Clegg

7th

Edward (Teddy) Garner, Bernard Rodgers

7th

Edwin Taylor, Julia Busfield, Maggie O‟Hara, Barbara
Cryer

8th

William Heyes, Bertha Parkinson, John Meek

9th

Christopher Hodgson

10th

Frank M Ascroft, James Edward Wadsworth, Harry
Mason,

8th

George Leonard Tegerdine, Joyce Stuttard

9th

George Berry, Ralph Hampton Warren, Tom
Corless, Alfred Green (Priest)

10th

Walter Walker, Amy Hopwood, Ivy Hindle

11th

Charlotte Astwood

12th

Clifford Harrison, Frank Haighton Jackson, Muriel
Cockcroft

14th

John Weston Whitham, John Geoffrey William
Eddison, Rita Mary Imeson, Elsie Glennie

15th

Elsi Schofield

16th

Sarah Jane Duckworth, Jack Arthur Catton

17th

Harry Hebden, Rose Ellen Harris

11th

James Edward Garner, Annie Parker

19th

James Arthur Ryan, Annie Bunney

20th

Willie Gudgeon

12th

Elizabeth Scholes, Eveline Farrer

13th

Alfred McGeorge, Thomas Henry Scholes, Kathleen
Hopwood

24th

James Reid, Joyce Jones

14th

Albert Camm, Florence Linton

25th

Anna Lozinski, William Taylor Foulds,
Florrie Barritt

15th

John Green, Tom Mitton, Alan Morley, Nora Hindle,
Marion Tillotson

16th

Alice Scott, William Whalley, Derek Whalley, Hilda
Burton

17th

Doris Edmondson, Harry Hebden

22nd Mary Brown, Frank Jackson

26th

William Egar

28th

27th

Kenneth Howker, Casey-Jack Broxup

31st

28th

Arthur Todd, Frank Stansfield, Thomas Henry Hutchinson, James Dawson
Ernest Joseph Parkinson, John Edward Lockwood

18th

Anne Grice, Betsy Berry, Norah Lindsay

18th

19th

James Astin, Cecil Herrett, William Hampden
Riddiough

James Bell, Thomas Murray, Arthur Jackson Heys,
Stanley Stratton, Margery Ludlam

29th
30th

Maud Ethel Halstead, Jennie Ormerod

20th

Bertha Mellor, Emily Beaumont

31st

Gladys Gudgeon

20th

John Pim

21st

Emma Bastable, Ernest Ridge, Doris Sculthorpe

21st

Patricia (Pat) Allen

22nd

Adrian Lewis Meredith, Harry Heap, Jane Sunter,
Ann Park

22nd Thomas Ward, Harold Smith, Harry Walsh, Thomas
Barkess

23rd

Dora Entwistle, Laura Schofield, Pamela Swaine

24th

24th

Lewis Nichols, Louisa Frances Medforth, Ernest
Alston, Beatrice Waterworth, Harold Hensman

Maggie Meredith, Minnie Jackson, Maud Taylor, Elsie
Simpson, Roland Henderson, John Titley

25th

Alice Watson, Mona Stanworth

25th

Maggie Astwood, Elizabeth Ann Sawley, Norman
Henry Helme

26th

Arthur Percy Kenyon, Winifred Hebden

26th

Albert Heyslop, Leonard Tomlinson, June Chapman

27th

Sydney Harrison

27th

Fred Archer

28th

Charles Frederick Hargreaves, Raimond Kull, Roland
Jasper Smith

28th

Sarah Eliza Hebden, Ethel Beaumont, Fred Walton

29th

29th

John Edmund Lord, Edith Heyes, Arthur Whitehead,
Robert Cryer, nLillie Ada Balderstone, Isabell Fitton

Frank Walkden, Ruby Maud MacKay, Thomas |Heap,
Nancy Hall, Allan Harker,
John James Mould

30th

Florrie Vernon, Margaret Briggs, Edward Ingham
Dand, Annie Powell, Eunice Furness

31st

Arthur William Benns, Brian George Davis, Lorinda
(Laura) Halton

31st

Mary Kessi Catton, Elsie Walton, Marjorie Seller,
John Jobling

RIP

23rd Thomas Wilson, Rhoda Riddiough

RIP
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Church Organ Update
Finally in November we saw the installation of the replacement church organ
at St Stephen‟s. Everything went to plan as expected as the console was
installed in it‟s home, and gladly everything went without a hitch.
We were very fortunate to have two brilliant engineers from the church organ
suppliers who worked through the day to make sure that all the wiring and
speaker system worked as planned. I am pleased to say that there is definitely
no surface wiring visible as all the wiring is under the church - this is a real
bonus.
By the time you have read this article it‟s hoped that a decision will have been
made on the purchase of the organ, as at present, it is on loan to allow us to
decide whether or not the organ is suitable for our church. I am pleased to say
it is ! I think you will all agree that the sound is excellent. We arein a good
position as it is guaranteed or 10 years.
We thank Jean and Edith along with Peter Harrison for their perseverance in
taking the organ through its paces, also coming along to private practice
during November.
The fund now stands at just over a magnificent £11,000 which is very
extremely encouraging. Thank you to everyone who has donated to this
important part of our ongoing work at church. It really is so gratifying to
know how kind and encouraging people have been throughout the whole
project. I must admit to a little anxiety at times, but am confident that our
determination has paid off and our prayers have been answered.
We still have a little way to go to reach our target of just over £15,000, but
that‟s what all this has been about working together as a team. Pam has kindly
made up envelopes to allow people to donate to the fund. These are placed on
the information table at the entrances to church.
Once again, thank you to everyone who has been so encouraging and helpful
over the past year and for your continued support. You have made all this
possible ...
A very happy and merry Christmas to you all

Keith
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A Message from
the Head
We have had a really busy first term in school. It is wonderful to be able
to go out on trips and have visitors in a school again so that we can
enrich the curriculum. Have a look at our website to see what we have
been doing https://www.st-peters-burnley.lancs.sch.uk/
This half term we have studied the Christian Value of Compassion and
how in Colossians 3.12 it reads „clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.' We used this acrostic in our
worship- Compassion is ...

Costly caring
Offering help
Making a difference
Putting others first
Always listening
Sensitive to suffering
Service in action
Interested in others
Offering care and concern
Noticing a need

Gold Class have been to
the library to visit the
„wave of pebbles‟
memorial. Every child in
our school decorated a
pebble which has been
used in the memorial.
Over 2,500 unnamed
crosses were planted to
remember all those who
have fallen in any conflict
in defence of the nation.
The reason the crosses are unnamed is in keeping
with the "Tomb of the Unknown Warrior".

Mrs Crowther

Headteacher

This term Key Stage Two held a Remembrance Service in the Church
grounds, they were very
respectful and compassionate in
remembering all the brave
soldiers who have lost their lives.
'They shall not grow old, as we
that are left grow old. Age shall
not weary them, nor do the years
condemn. At the going down of
the sun and in the morning, we
will remember them.'
16
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Curriculum Theme:
‘Our Town, Our Turf’

We had a wonderful Worship all about
Remembrance. Our Head Boy and Head
Girl read the Poem „In Flanders Fields‟
beautifully for the whole school. Mr Gane
is very talented and played the last post for
us. If you are passing St Stephen‟s then
please have a look for the soldier in the
grounds surrounded by poppies. We have
also erected a cross and raised a
remembrance flag. The children were very
interested and very respectful during their
learning.

Our curriculum launch day was a
huge success. We took all of our
children to Towneley Hall where they
learnt all about the Towneley family
and the history of Towneley Park.
The second day the children
produced a super piece of writing which we will share with the school. Our
Star Writers have their name displayed on the special board.

Charity:
Each Class has adopted a local charity and will fundraise for these as a class.
The School Council children have taken ownership of this and are very
passionate about it.

KIK:
We would like to thank the
Church for making it possible for
us to continue sponsoring our
children in Sierra Leone. This
makes such a big difference to the
lives of these children – thank
you!

St Peter’s and St Stephen’s
Orienteering session:

Our school values this half term are:

Christian Value: Compassion
British Value: Tolerance and Respect
18

Our children loved hosting the orienteering
session. The Y5 St Peter‟s children and our
children
worked
together in
teams to
complete
the course. A very successful afternoon and
we can‟t wait to do it again.
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Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
We are looking forward to revisiting familiar stories over the next two
months, prompting lots of discussion, inspiring thoughts and questions from our
wonderful group of youngsters. They have so much to offer us.
We are looking forward to Advent and the increasing excitement and
anticipation which builds up so very well with the activities in Roots and we are
looking forward to decorating the special Advent tree from Father Paul.
We will use the tree for our Sunday School and the School Advent Workshop
on Friday December 3rd when we hope to welcome again lots of children and
families for food, crafts and a short act of worship.

This was an exciting and extremely well attended event
with children from both churches as well as St Peter's
School.. We had stories in semi -darkness around an
artificial camp fire; looking at light in the Old and New
Testament. We enjoyed singing together, making crafts, food and prayer time .
It was wonderful to have such a diverse group .

All the Sunday School children will receive an Advent calendar from church.
Many thanks for the generous donations towards these.
We are excited to present a Nativity service on Christmas Eve and use the
costumes on a number of Sundays around this time. We are looking forward to
a Christingle/ Epiphany service in the New Year.
As a Benefice, Sunday School leaders and helpers are meeting together to chat
ideas through. It's really good to work together.
I am most grateful for the help and
support from so many throughout the
year . Many, many thanks to Ethel, Freda
and Cynthia for feeding so many children
in unexpected large numbers !!!!! Many
thanks to Carol W for all the support
with crafts and ideas and willingness to
help; to Joan, Jason and Ann.
My personal thanks to Father Paul and
Alan for your encouragement at all times.

Love to all,
from Meena, Sharmaine &
the Sunday School
20
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I love looking through my window in Autumn. Seeing those glorious autumnal
red yellow and burnt orange leaves. Now as winter approaches there are more
leaves on the ground than on the trees, as winter comes upon us.
Life too always changes. Everything passes - the bad and the good. Life is meant
to change. Born a tiny baby, growing into adulthood, and if we are fortunate
enough to be healthy, into old age. Everything is part of God‟s meticulous plan.
Women too were meant to experience the bodily changes of the menopause,
when they can no longer give birth to children. This was by design, not by
accident!
How difficult that must have been for those Old Testament ladies, Sarah and
Elizabeth. Abraham the „father of nations‟ having a barren wife Sarah and
Zechariah a priest of high renown, having an infertile wife, Elizabeth. In those
days bearing children was considered to be God‟s blessing, so they must have
felt that everyone was gossiping about them behind their backs. However God
changed all that. He showed both his power and his mercy and blessed them
with two famous sons, Isaac and John the Baptist. All these characters were
playing their parts in the great story of the Old Testament as forerunners of
the promised Messiah, Jesus.
The more we know the Bible, we realise that the Old Testament, however
difficult to understand, is very relevant. All through those difficult years God
was watching over his people, the Jews, who through the prophets learnt that
the Messiah would come . This change however took a long, long time to
arrive. When the promise arrived, it arrived in the form of a tiny baby born
alongside sheep and cattle, heralded by angels to humble shepherds, and
revealed to educated men who studied the stars!
This change was huge for mankind. It was the beginning of a new era, when
God made a new covenant with his people. The old Jewish laws were changed
as God came down in human form, born to an innocent Jewish girl, Mary, and
an honourable man called Joseph. The baby was Jesus Christ, the Promised
One.
As we come into the Advent season let us reflect on how this tiny babe
heralded a different kind of love. God was not only Almighty, he was the God
24

of sacrifice who loved the world so much that he came down to us in human
form. He became flesh so that he personally experienced every human
emotion. He grew up in in a lowly Jewish home with brothers and sisters. He
lived under Roman rule observing Jewish religious laws, he knew friendship and
disappointment and he cried tears of sorrow when his friend Lazarus had died.
He was obedient to his calling and suffered a cruel painful death.
That idyllic Nativity picture postcard image we all know so well means much
more than it portrays. The
babe was a sign. A sign of
change. God gave an
innocent girl an enormous
responsibility that would
undoubtedly mean she was
the subject of malicious
gossip. A wise an honourable
man Joseph was chosen to be
an earthly father to a
heavenly king. God
portrayed his light and glory
to the lowest of all the
shepherds and to the rich and learned Magi, showing us that he cares for
everyone whatever their status.
It is the most remarkable story of a God who truly loves his people. He didn‟t
go to the „ends of the earth‟ - he actually came down to earth, to us! How
often we forget his goodness to us! We need to look at the whole picture and
not just look at it through our own limited perspective.
As mere human beings we often dislike change and even fear it. Now the
united benefice is experiencing a period of change. If we stop for a moment to
reflect on God‟s love to his people throughout the ages we must be assured
that God will see us through everything that is to come. Our circumstances
always change but God‟s love in steadfast strong and sure. It never changes and
it endures for ever. Let us say Amen to that!
Wishing you all a Joyous Christmas and a New Year full of many blessings.
‘For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever
and his faithfulness to all generations.’
(Psalm 100:5 )
25

Alan writes ...

So that‟s SCPs. As you can imagine,
SCPs take a lot of resources, not
least of which is money, to set up.
But the potential for NLCs is much
greater and at much less cost. That‟s
reflected in the fact that the target
for 2026 is 200 NLCs, of which over
50 are now established. In fact the
aspiration within the Diocese is that
setting up new congregations is
“normal rather than novelty”,
something every Church considers
on a regular basis. Now for the What
and Why!

It‟s possible that in recent
times you‟ve read or
heard somebody talk
about “New Local
Congregations” or “NLC”s. It‟s also
possible that you may not be familiar
with just what NLCs are and why they
are considered such an important tool
in growing Churches. You may even
have confused them with “Strategic
Church Plants”, otherwise known as
“SCP”s!
Well don‟t give up! Make a brew and
get comfortable and I‟ll try to explain
what it‟s all about.

It helps if you think of each service in
a Church as a separate congregation.
At St. Peter‟s for example we have 3
regular congregations - 11am Sunday,
6pm Sunday and 10:30am
Wednesday. Some people will attend
one, two or all three of those.
Achieving any significant growth in

Strategic Church Plants are new
Churches, set up usually in response
to demand, where there is no
convenient Church already there.
Think for example new housing
estates, or areas where there are
large numbers of new Christian
immigrants. Sometimes there‟s a new
building. Sometimes a Church that has
lost its way and dwindled to the
extent it has become unviable is
rebooted into something new and
completely different. Sometimes there
isn‟t a Church building at all, the
Church, as in Acts of the Apostles, is
just the people.
As part of Vision 2026, the aim is for
10 SCPs. Currently, 5 are up and
running and 2 are in the process of
creation.
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any of those congregations is likely to
be difficult. Especially in the case of
Sunday morning. Amongst other
things, Sunday morning is the busiest
time of the week for shopping,
participating in sport, hobbies and
leisure, and when most children
spend time with the parent they don‟t
live with. If a congregation has seen
no significant growth for a long time,
the chances are very much that it
won‟t ever.
That‟s probably for one of two
reasons; either the day or the time is
wrong for people, or what‟s on offer
does not appeal. There‟s a third
reason, the fear factor, the “miles out
of my comfort zone” factor, but we
can explore that another time.

must feature, and the Sacraments
celebrated - and that doesn‟t have to
start immediately. Beyond that,
imagination can almost run riot!
Popular themes are: Children and
Parents (often former Sunday Schools
are separated from Sunday morning
worship to a new stand alone slot,
with some spectacular results), Teens
and Youth, Music, and Sport. The
idea is form a community with a
common theme first, and then once
that community has bonded and
established itself, take it to Church.
Within the Diocese there are
congregations called “Shed Men”,
“Gin & Job” and “Cava &
Corinthians”. They don‟t all meet in
the Churches they are based on.
Many of these will not look like
anything what some of you recognise
as Church. But they are valid
expressions of participation in
Church life, and many who came to
Church this way have gone on in time
to become “traditional” churchgoers.
The advice from the Diocese is to
“Just Give it a Go!”. Don‟t be
frightened to fail! If you do, just move
on and try something different.
Sooner or later, you‟ll hit upon
something that works.

So given that pessimistic sounding
analysis, that it‟s going to be very
hard or impossible to grow existing
services by a significant amount,
what‟s the solution? And the simple
answer is - keep what you‟ve got and
that many still love, but start a NEW
congregation. At a different time.
Doing different things. Appealing to a
different age group or type of person
than we currently appeal to.
Sometimes, a single established
congregation can be split into two
and both congregations grow. These
are the most significant ways of
achieving growth in Parishes. If you
want and need growth in numbers,
this is what works! The only “must
have” requirements for these
congregations are; The Word of God

I am part of a Course/Group led by
Bishop Jill learning about this but also
just exploring, discussing and praying
about this as a way to grow our
Churches. And I‟m very excited about
it!

Alan Roadley.
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Linda writes ... Hello Everyone.

On the 12th of November the dreaded email appeared in my in
box. It was a reminder that the deadline for the December
magazine was a few days away. I immediately started to panic,
what shall I write about this month! As someone who was told by their English
teacher “I don‟t expect you to pass your O level”, writing an article for a
magazine causes me some anxiety. I closed my email and tried to distract
myself by looking at Facebook. One of the first things that popped up was a
quote by Mark Twain.
“The secret of getting ahead is to get started”
This made me think about the last few months at Church. We have had
meetings and talked between ourselves about what we should be doing now
that the many covid restrictions have been lifted. Such as, what is the reason
for lack of congregation on Sundays? Can we have Christmas services? Will
there be an Advent course this year. Are we having a Christmas Fair? And are
we now able to plan social events? We seem to be hesitant to take that first
step. To get started. Making excuses why we will fail.
Advent is the beginning of the churches year. New year usually means a time
for resolutions. Perhaps for the church‟s New Year as Christians we need to be
making commitments rather than resolutions.

So eet’s get deciding the ‘What’!!

The urban dictionary defines commitment as - what transforms the promise
into reality. It is the words that speak boldly of our intentions. Actions which
speak louder than words. It is the power to change the face of things.
There are lots of services and festive events during December where we can all
come together and invite friends and family to come along as well. But first
perhaps we should all make an Advent commitment to God and to being „the
church at the heart of Burnley Wood‟!
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Linda

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.
(Proverbs 16.3)
PS. I did pass my English O level ! Much to my surprise and my teacher‟s!
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“Pilgrimage to Whalley”
For around 700 years St.Peter‟s was technically a
Chapel to the Parish of Whalley. As part of our 900th
Anniversary celebrations I thought it would be fitting
for us, just for one service, to return back “home” as
it were. So on Sunday 22nd May 2022, late afternoon/early evening, I have
arranged for us to have a service at Whalley Abbey, along with tea and cake!
Exact details will follow; it could be inside or out (or both), it could be choral
or said, Evensong or Eucharist. What matters for now is you put the date in
your diary.
Here‟s the “Pilgrimage” bit. No doubt most of you attending will prefer the
easy option of driving there and back. But I, and I hope at least a few others for
company, will set off after morning service at St. Peter‟s to walk there, maybe
stopping every now and then to pray. There are back roads and footpaths we
can use for some of the journey. I will be testing the route sometime
beforehand, it‟s probably 10 miles or maybe a bit less. How those who walk
there will get home I haven‟t exactly worked out yet, but I am very confident
that it won‟t be a problem! The Lord will provide!
Mark the date, and if necessary, dig out your walking shoes.
Alan Roadley

Who wants to be a ... PCC Secretary?

Due to other commitments I have stated to the members of the PCC of
St.Peter‟s that I do not intend to serve as Secretary beyond the Annual
Meeting next year (possibly May), although circumstances may make
staying on until a new incumbent is in post a possibility that I would, in
consultation with the Lay-Chair, consider.
So you know what that means; you need a replacement! Please think and
pray for who that person might be. The sooner someone feels a calling
to step up and do the job, the sooner myself (and I‟m sure former Secretary David will help too), can start filling you in on the duties. Is God calling YOU to play a new part within his Church?
Alan Roadley

PCC Secretary, St.Peter’s

A Blessing for Christmas ...
May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace,
The gladness of Christmas give you hope,
The warmth of Christmas grant you love.
Author Unknown

... and A Blessing for the New Year
May you have the hindsight to know where you've been
the foresight to know where you're going
and the insight to know when you're going too far.
Author Unknown
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Calling all budding hymn writers!!
As we approach our 900th anniversary year I have been sorting
through some of the old photos and documents in the church
archives. One of the things I found was the order of service
booklets for the 800th and 850th anniversaries. It was interesting to see the
readings and music used at these services and one thing that particularly caught
my eye was the 850th anniversary hymn. The 900th Anniversary Committee
thought it would be fitting to sing the hymn at our Ecumenical and Civic service
on Pentecost Sunday next year. We also thought it would be nice to update it
with a new verse, perhaps reflecting life at St Peter‟s and in Burnley today, by
holding a verse writing competition. The original hymn is printed below and our
organist Philip has selected an appropriate tune, St Peter (How Sweet the
Name of Jesus Sounds), to sing it to. If you would like to write a verse, entries
can be given to Jason or sent to info.stpetersburnley@gmail.com and the
committee will choose a winner in the New Year. Happy writing!
ANNIVERSARY HYMN
Words: Mrs J. Lewis, Music: J. A. Smith
Outside my window I can see
The varied works of man.
The road, the street, the factory,
One vast material plan.
I raise my eyes and see the sky,
The hill, the field, the tree,
The golden sun, the birds on high,
The world God made for me.
But from the window of my heart,
I see men‟s grief and pain.
The hurt that men to men impart,
For power, and greed, and gain.
Yet from the window of my soul
The love of God I see,
He sent his Son to make men whole,
To give his life for me.
Take eye and heart and soul, I pray,
To watch and work for Thee.
For, though the works of men decay,
Thou art eternity.
32
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CHRISTIAN AID CHRISTMAS APPEAL
'Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.'
1 Corinthians 13:7
With COP26 in Glasgow focusing the attention of world
leaders on the climate crisis, it's a good time for us in
our church to focus our attention on those who live in
parts of the world that suffer the most from the changing climate.
Christian Aid's Christmas Appeal is focusing on climate chaos in South Sudan:
"The climate crisis in South Sudan is polluting fragile water sources, killing crops
and destroying homes.
Combined with years of conflict and the Covid-19 pandemic, it's forcing mums
to make impossible choices for their children."
It's heartbreaking to know that mothers are forced to give their children dirty
water; they know it's unsafe, but
there's no choice.
If we could raise at least £30 at St
Peter's this Christmas, that would
go towards providing water hygiene
kits or even building boreholes and
providing jerry cans to collect clean
water. With clean water families
can sow seeds, start small
businesses and stay healthy.
So as we choose gifts for loved
ones this Christmas, let's also
choose to give the gift of clean
water to children in South Sudan.
Look out for collection envelopes
in church in December for any
donation you can make.
Thank you,

Many thanks to everyone who has
made donations towards flowers
during the year.

Alice
There will be no flowers in December
until the 24th.

ROTA FOR JANUARY
SANCTUARY

TOWNELEY
CHAPEL

2nd

Vacant

Vacant

9th

Vacant

Mrs E Dawson

16th

Mr & Mrs S Barritt

Vacant

23rd

Vacant

Vacant

30th

Vacant

Vacant
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Services & Rotas for Dec/Jan at St Stephen’s
Date

Services

5/12

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Judith & John
Hughes

John C

Christine N & W/C 6/12
Christine H
Team 2

12/12

9.45 am Holy
Communion
4.00 pm:
Christingle

Philip &
Shirley

Maureen

Pam Mc &
Pauline A

W?C 13/12
Team 3

WUAW
9.00 am
Breakfast
9.45 am Holy
Communion

Christine N & Shirley
Christine H

WUAW

W/C 20/12
Team 1

19/12

Sidespeople

Reader

Tea/Coffee

24/12` 11.30 pm
`
Midnight
Eucharist

Cleaning

W/C 27/12
Team 2

25/12

10.30 am Joint
Service at St P

Paul H

26/12

10.30 am Joint Betty M &
Service for St Ralph L
Stephen‟s Day

St Peter‟s
Reader

Elaine A &
Brenda B

2/1

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Geoff K &
Judith K

Elaine T

Christine N & W/C 3/1
Christine H
Team 1

9/1

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Elaine A &
Neil

Philip

Pam Mc &
Pauline L

W/C 10/1
Team 2

WUAW
9.00 am
Breakfast
9.45 am Holy
Communion

Judith & John
Hughes

Edith

WUAW

W/C 17/1
Team 3

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Philip &
Shirley

16/1

23/1
30/1

10.30 am Joint
Service at St
Peter‟s

John H
Christine H

W/C 27/12
Team 3

Lynette A &
Shirley T

W/C 24 /1
Team 1

Joint Service
at St P

W/C 31/1
Team 2

If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota,
please let the Wardens know.
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Services & Rotas for Dec/Jan at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

Sidespeople

Reader

Intercessor

5/12

Choral
Matins

Stephen
Dixon
Stewart
Hacking

Diana Harris

Adrian Norris

12/12

Holy
Communion

Christine &
Stewart
Hacking

Peter Pike

Carol Pike

19/12

Holy
Communion

Mary
Eckersley
Heather
Slater

David Smith Peter Pike

24/12

6.00pm

BCP HC

4.00pm
Carol Service

4.00pm
Crib Service

25/12

10.30am
Holy
Communion

Stewart
Hacking

26/12

10.30am
United at St
Stephen‟s

Carol Pike

02/01

Choral
Matins

Stephen
Dixon
Stewart
Hacking

Jason Walsh Joan
Ainsworth

09/01

Holy
Communion

Christine &
Stewart
Hacking

Adrian Nor- Alan Roadley
ris

16/01

Holy
Communion

Mary
Eckersley
Heather
Slater

Alan Roadley

Adrian Norris

23/01

Family
Service

Jonathan
Hacking
Esther/Bea

Child

Child

30/01

10.30am
United
Service

Stephen
Dixon
Stewart
Hacking

St Stephen‟s Carol Pike
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St Stephen‟s

4.00pm
Christingle
Service

Choral Evensong
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One day an unaccompanied 14 yr old
showed up at this little church (me!).
Whoever was at the door gave me a
pile of books and papers, and told
me to sit wherever I liked. So I
slipped in at the back ... and was
totally baffled.

would have asked you to sit with
me. Would you like to sit with me
next week?”
And being a well brought up girl
who didn’t like to disappoint old
ladies, I said, “yes”.
And because I said I’d sit with
Patricia next week, I felt obliged to
go back to church. So I turned up
again the next week, and the next,
and the next. And Patricia sat
beside me pointing out what page
we were on and telling me when to
stand up and sit down.

The vicar tried his best to help.
“We’re on page 3 of the order of
service.” But what is an order of
service??? “We sing hymn number
63 in the green book.” Locate green
book. Turn to page 63. Nope, that’s
not what they’re singing.
By the end I had decided this church
thing wasn’t for me. It didn’t make
sense. I hadn’t got anything out of
it, and I wouldn’t be going back.

That’s it. That’s all she did. No great
proclamation of the faith, no
moment of ‘conversion’. But
faithfully and patiently, week by
week, Patricia helped me to make
enough sense of Church for it to
become somewhere I could
encounter God. And everything else
followed from that.

That might have been the end of the
story, it weren’t for Patricia.
Patricia was in her 80s, and she was
not a likely evangelist, to put it
mildly. I think she found the idea of
talking about God quite
embarrassing. Nor was she one of
those stalwarts of the Church
keeping things running. I don’t
think she was even on any rotas.
But it was Patricia who said: “Hello
dear, you’re new aren’t you? I’m
sorry I didn’t see you come in or I

Quietly, unspectacularly, on an
ordinary Sunday, this very
unassuming woman changed my life
(though she’d have been terribly
embarrassed if anyone had put it to
her like that) by her gentle witness
to the steadfastness of God. I think
of her often, and thank God for her.
/continued ...
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And I wonder if, in all our talk of
church growth strategies and
mixed ecologies, we are valuing the
wrong things, looking in the wrong
places.
What would happen if we were
more attentive to people like
Patricia? If we valued the
unremarkable life of the Church
more?
It seems to me that Jesus again and
again calls our attention to the
small and the ordinary; the mustard
seed, the yeast, the widow’s mite
(which is why I was talking about
Patricia in the first place). And yet
we persist in celebrating and aiming
for the big and spectacular.
Anyway, all this to say: don’t
underestimate the Patricias in your
congregations (and every
congregation has them). Pray for
them and thank God for their quiet,
hidden ministry and faithfulness,
even if neither you nor they will
ever see the fruit of it.

A New Year's Prayer
May God make your year a
happy one!
Not by shielding you from all
sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to
bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path
easy,
But by making you sturdy to
travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from
you,
But by taking fear from your
heart;
Not by granting you unbroken
sunshine,
But by keeping your face
bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life
always pleasant,
But by showing you when
people and their causes need
you most,
and by making you anxious
to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and
joy to you for the year
ahead.
Anonymouse

Rev Ruth Harley
41

42

43

