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900th Anniversary
Programme of Events

A Short History of St Peter’s Church
St Peter’s Church was given to the monks of Pontefract Priory at
Whitsuntide 1122 by Hugh de Laval. This transfer of property
appeared in a charter signed by King Henry I in York. The Church is
probably more than 900 years old; the exact date of construction is
not known.
The first Church built on the banks of the River Brun would have
been made of wood or stone. At this time in history Burnley was a
settlement of a few wooden houses and its people farmed the land.
Today, the oldest part of the Church is the lowest section of the tower,
constructed in the 15th century. Internally, the pillars and wooden
ceiling of the nave are from the Tudor period although they were
altered in the mid 19th century. In 1533 the centre of local
government for Burnley moved from the Manor House at Ightenhill to
St Peter’s Church. This arrangement was to last for the next 300
years.
A major change in the 16th century was the Act of Supremacy. In
1534, Henry VIII became the ‘Supreme Head of the Church’ and all
the priests in Burnley had to swear allegiance. With the Dissolution
of the Chantries the lands were bought by the people of Burnley and
given back to the priests. One of these priests remained in charge of
St Peter’s Church and another founded Burnley Grammar School in
1559. Under Elizabeth I, the protestant Church of England became
the established religion in the country and everyone was required to
attend its services.
With the building of textile mills and factories in the 18th century the
town’s population started to increase, and to accommodate a growing
congregation two galleries were built inside the Church. The town
centre of Burnley had now moved from outside the Church to the
bottom of Manchester Road and in 1802 more alterations were made
to the building. Another gallery was built, the tower was raised 30
feet and eight new bells replaced the four old ones. In 1826 the Rev.
Robert Mosley Master the ‘clogging parson’ was appointed curate-incharge. He helped to lay the foundation of St Peter’s School in
Burnley which survives today and is the oldest in the town.
In 1867 the Church secured its independence from the Parish of
Whalley and was raised to the status of a Rectory. The Rev. Arthur

Townley Parker, who became curate in 1855, in later
years as Rector continued to establish daughter Churches.
From 1901 to 1977 Rectors of St. Peter’s also became
Suffragan Bishops of Burnley within the Diocese of
Manchester.
The names of 115 men from St Peter’s who lost their lives in the First
World War are engraved on a tablet that can be found next to the
Towneley Chapel. In 1926 St Peter’s joined the newly formed Diocese
of Blackburn. The final gallery was removed in 1957 and in 1968 the
Church grounds were improved just in time for a visit from Queen
Elizabeth II. Replacing the pews with chairs meant that the Church
was now not only a place for worship but could be used by many
organisations.
In 2003 two more bells were added. St Peter’s Church is now one of
250 churches worldwide to have 10 bells. In the middle of the Covid19
pandemic work began on making the building more suitable for use in
the 21st century. To make the Church more welcoming and a light
and airy place glass doors engraved with the 900 anniversary logo
were installed inside the porch.
With thanks to Brian Hall
‘Burnley Parish Church of St Peter: A Short History’

St Peter’s Parish Church has been at the heart of
Burnley for so many centuries. Their histories are
connected. In this year of celebration, it is a great
time to think about our place in the history of this
church and in Burnley. All the men, women and
children - Christians who came before us, worshipping
God and proclaiming the gospel here at this site and in
this building for at least 900 years. Of course we also
look to the future, to those Christians yet to come who
will continue to worship here and put their faith into
practice for the good of their community.

Programme of Events: 10 April - 18 May
SUNDAY 10th APRIL

10.00 am

SUNDAY 17th APRIL

PALM SUNDAY -

EASTER SUNDAY

Holy Communion with Bishop Philip
(A buffet lunch will be served)

Holy Communion with Bishop
Philip

THURSDAY 14th APRIL

10.00 am

900th ANNIVERSARY TALKS:

And every Thursday during
School holidays until 12 noon

WEDNESDAY 20th APRIL

CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS

‘POVERTY & SOCIAL JUSTICE;

’Walking In The Steps of St Peter ‘

Andrew Pratt MBE
Deputy Police & Crimes Commissioner
(Refreshments served)

Bible Stories - Crafts - Lots of Fun and a Light Lunch.

11.00 am

WEDNESDAY 4th MAY

7.30 pm

7.30 pm

‘ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE’
FRIDAY 15th APRIL

12 noon

GOOD FRIDAY Three-hour devotion
with Bishop Philip
SATURDAY 16th APRIL
Service of Confirmation
with Bishop Philip

Revd Sam Cheeseman, Chaplain to the
Bishop of Blackburn
(Refreshments served)
WEDNESDAY 18th MAY
‘FAITH IN A MULTI-FAITH SOCIETY’

6.30 pm

Revd Sarah Gill, Vicar of St Stephen &
St James, Blackburn and Diocesan InterFaith Adviser (Refreshments served)

7.30 pm

Programme of Events: 22 May - 3 December
SUNDAY 22nd MAY

6.00 pm

Service at Whalley Abbey
SUNDAY 29th MAY

SATURDAY 10th September
HERITAGE DAY

10.30 am

Service at Blackburn Cathedral
with The Archbishop of York

11.00 am

A celebration of the past, present and future
of St Peter’s from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm.
Displays, stalls, refreshments, music,
scenes from the life of St Peter, and more ...

SUNDAY 5th June
SUNDAY 25th September

PENTECOST SUNDAY
Procession from the Town Centre to
St Peter’s Church

2.00 pm

Service of Celebration in St Peter’s Church
This will be a civic service plus invited guests
followed by a Jubilee Afternoon Tea to honour
the 70th Anniversary of the Queen’s accession
to the throne.

3.00 pm

ST PETER’S DAY
Holy Communion with Bishop Julian

SUNDAY 30th October

SUNDAY 27th November

7.00 pm

Summer Serenade - Burnley Municipal Choir
with guest soloist Kathleen Wilkinson
WEDNESDAY 29th June

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Family Service with The Ven. Andrew Brown
(Buffet lunch)
ALL SAINTS

11.00 am

Holy Communion with Bishop Jill
Joint Service with St Stephen’s
(Buffet lunch)

Anyone who is unable to or does not wish to
take part in the procession is invited to join us
at 3.00 pm for the service and tea
.
SUNDAY 26th June

11.00 am

ADVENT SUNDAY

Family Service with Bishop Philip
followed by an All-Age Advent Workshop
(Buffet lunch).

SATURDAY 3rd December
7.00 pm

11.00 am

‘THE MESSIAH’
sung by Burnley Municipal Choir.

7.00 pm

