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Don’t forget - if you need anything,
don’t hesitate to contact us
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Many thanks to Barbara for keeping us
updated on what is happening in the various
agencies which offer help in our
community. Watch this space ...
 THE CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU:

Opening hours have been changed but
there is a phone enquiry line - 616750 .
 CHARTER HOUSE:
Has places in its Day Care Unit for people
from 18 years and over with disabilities and
special needs. Phone 429094 doe further
details, or visit their Cafe which is open to
the public on Saturdays from 10.00 am 2.00 pm.
 BURNLEY TOGETHER:

This continues, although some services
have stopped - eg dog walking.
The Food bank has become a shop
within Valley Street Community Centre
- shoppers need to pay a small deposit
and £4 per shopping load.
Food boxes are only delivered to the
elderly. Opening hours are:
9-5 Monday to Friday.
Phone 01282 686402.
 CHILDLINE

A Helpline for young people
Tel No: 08001111
24 hours, seven days a week.
 SILVERLINE

A Helpline for older people:
Tel: 08004 708090
24 hours, seven days a week.
 THE SAMARITANS

helpline is also 24 hours and their
number is 116123.

Barbara

Hello everyone,
It has been a very busy, and very special, few weeks. The 900th
Anniversary celebrations reached a crescendo with the procession and
celebration service on Pentecost Sunday. It was fantastic to get the
church noticed outside its four walls as we walked around the town
centre, and the service was a joyous occasion with a delicious afternoon
tea served afterwards.
At the end of May we were very fortunate to be able to visit Blackburn
Cathedral for a service with the Archbishop of York. We also welcomed
the Archbishop for a brief visit to St Peter‟s, where he was given a tour
of the church, signed the Book of St Peter, and was presented with a
selection of 900th merchandise.
Some members of the congregation also undertook a pilgrimage from St
Peter‟s to Whalley Abbey, and in the evening a peaceful service took
place in the chapel there. A big thank you to everyone who has worked
so hard to organise these services and events, especially the 900th
Anniversary Committee.
In other news, the search for a new Rector has once again been
unfruitful. This is disappointing, but it is important that we get the right
person for the job and we continue praying we will find someone
suitable in due course.
We look forward to welcoming Bishop Julian to lead our St Peter‟s Day
Eucharist on Wednesday 29th June at 7.30pm. This is a chance to say
farewell and to thank him for the service and wise leadership he has
given to the Diocese over many years. Cheese and wine will be served
following the service.
We hope everyone manages to have a well deserved break and enjoy a
bit of sunshine over the summer after all the recent excitement.
Take care,

Sandra and Jason
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July/August in the Memorial Book at St Peter’s
July

August
2nd

William Gordon Clayton

3rd

Elizabeth Ann Waring,
Kathleen Whitham

4th

Caroline Walker, Ada Cross,
Irene Howker

5th

Jean Gaden Matthews, Priscilla
Shoesmith

Frank Swinnerton,
Charles W. Tomblin

8th

Thomas Jobling,
Albert Edward Duerden

10th

Dr. Leonard Fenton

11th

Doris Pilling

11th

Alice Martins Clegg

12th

Jane Pearce

13th

Stephen Gerald Leaver

13th

14th

John Halford Cookson

Mary Elizabeth Baker,
Lucy Cooper

17th

Thomas Derham, Alan Batey

14th

Robert Anthony Halsted

18th

Byerley Claude Leem Bruggen

15th

Thomas Thackery Redman

21st

Thomas Hartley Clegg,
Margaret Yates

18th

Frank Tomlinson

19th

Dick Newbold

20th

Walter Parker, Sarah Holt

21st

Mona Riley

1st

Harold Jardine Pick

3rd

Annie Parker

5th

Mary Walker, Emily Halsted

6th

Norman Dyke

7th

Sarah Yates

8th

Ernest Smith

9th

22nd Amy Derham, Barbara Baldwin
25th

Edna Margaret Barritt,
Barbara Bailey

26th

Rose Shaw

22nd

Frederick H Pindar

27th

Roger Hargreaves

24th

Ellen Ann Catlow

28th

Roy Alan Waddington

27th

June Elizabeth Billington

30th

Florence Uttley

28th

Annie Batey,

31st

James Kenniford Wilson,
W. Leslie Eastwood

“I am the resurrection and the life
The one who believes in me will live,even though they
die.”(John 11:25)

We have reached the final term of the
academic year and a wonderful term it‟s
been! The children continue to attend and
get involved in the church services. Our
classes usually perform a song for the
congregation and lead them in some
prayers and a blessing.
We are lucky to have Father Paul join us in
school for our worship. The children (and
the staff) are always very engaged and really
enjoy his stories.
Year 1 have been learning all about
baptism, so they went across to Church
where they asked and answered lots of
questions about baptism with Father Paul. They really enjoyed taking part in the
baptism and the blessing of one of our dolls at the font in St Peters Church.
They even had a go themselves, which was fantastic!

watching phonics, especially
when Purple Group read
the word r-a-bb-i-t and c-arr-o-t!!! The children have
been busy with lots of
activities for Healthy Week,
I‟m sure the rabbits are
wondering does Healthy
Week mean they get some
extra veggies? For the
children Healthy Week
meant Tough Mudder, Free
Style Football, Boxercise,
Sports Days and Crown
Green Bowling! As well as oral health and healthy food sessions!
We wish all our Year 6 pupils well as they embark on the next step of their
educational journey. Our Leaver‟s Service and Prize Giving will be held in
Church on the 20th July.

Mrs Crowther

We have the next Church &
School workshop planned for the
15th July, in which we will be
celebrating St Peter‟s 900th Year!
The staff very much enjoyed the
900th celebration service and
procession around Burnley… and
particularly the afternoon tea!
The children worked hard to
create some special pages for the
anniversary book, which we look
forward to seeing on its
completion.
I‟m sure some of the children have told you all about the latest members of our
school family? If not here is all you need to know!! We have two new rabbits
Reggie and Simba. They live in Red Class at the moment but also have a bigger
hutch in the yard for when they are a little older. So far they have enjoyed
/continued ...
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Jesus. Here, Jesus entrusts St. Peter with the Kingdom's
'Keys.' St. Peter would later use the 'Keys' to figuratively
open the gates of heaven to all - preaching the first sermon
about Jesus after the Crucifixion to an audience of unbelievers who radically accept the Christian message of grace and
hope.

St Peter’s Commemoration
Service at Whalley Abbey

On Sunday the 22nd of May, St.
Peter's enjoyed a very special time of
fellowship and prayer. We were
invited to host a meaningful service at
Whalley Abbey to commemorate the
combined historical links between St.
Peter's, the Abbey and the local
Parish Church of Whalley, all of
which span over a period of 900
years.

The children also gave a very moving reading of Deborah
Ann Balka's poem, 'I'm Building my House on the Rock,' and
this, plus Alan's sermon, gave us much cause to reflect. To
quote the poem:
Though the flood waters will rise,
My house will not go under;
For its foundation is set in God's Grace
And is a testament to His Wonder.
I'm building my house on the Rock,
Not on a pile of sand ...
I'm trusting God to keep it strong
So before Him - I can stand!

We celebrated this in the form of a
small and intimate service held at the
Abbey, which was presided over by
our Lay Minister, Alan Roadley,
whose use of liturgy, sermon and
scripture helped to build on the
connection - intertwining first
century Church examples with our
combined history with both the
Abbey and Parish Church.

and copious amounts of tea and
coffee. The link between St. Peter's
and Whalley Abbey is very much alive
through Father Paul, our Curate-InCharge, who supports us with his
careful shepherding and guidance
whilst we find ourselves in our period
of vacancy.

St. Peter's was originally a 'Chapel' of
Whalley's Parish Church - a church
which was founded by the Abbey's
Cistercisn monks around 1000 years
ago.

Fellowship was enjoyed by all in the
warm sunshine within the grounds of
the Abbey, before we transferred to
the chapel for the service. There
were many highlights - we sang
several hymns, incl. O God Our Help
in Ages Past (the lyrics of the hymn
bringing to mind the saints who have
gone before us and their individual
walks with God), readings (Ps. 100,
Acts 2 and Matthew 16 - the latter
narrative presenting us with a
discourse between St. Peter and

The Abbey itself is a very special
place of rest, reflection and prayer
and is loved by the whole of our
Benefice. St. Peter's were warmly
welcomed by Father Paul and the
Team with a hearty array of
homemade cakes (a special mention
here to the Lancashire Jam Tart!!)
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Our faith is one of community, reflecting our Tri-une God
and our hope is built on the firmest of foundations, the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Roxy and Greta Kern
(Whalley Abbey - a place of beauty and tranquillity)
Well done to everyone who helped to decorate the church for all the activities that
have taken place over the last month, a big thank you. Alice & Maureen
ROTA FOR JULY

ROTA FOR AUGUST

3rd

Chancel: Vacant
Towneley: Mr & Mrs S Barritt

7th

Chancel; Vacant
Towneley: Vacant

10th

Chacel: Vacant
Towneley: Mr D Smith

14th

Chancel: Vacant
Towneley: Vacant

17th

Chancel: Mrs A Eastwood
Towneley: Mrs E Jessop

21st

Chancel: Mrs A P Binns
Towneley: Vacant

28th

Chancel: Mrs A P Binns
Towneley: Mrs A P Binns

23th & Chancel: Vacant
31st Towneley: Vacant
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On Sunday 29th May almost 70 members of St
Peters (including 12 children and their families)
and 5 from St Stephens went to a special service
at Blackburn Cathedral for the 3 churches in the
Diocese who are celebrating their 900th
anniversary.

The Archbishop of
York’s Visit to the
Blackburn Diocese
What a wonderful weekend it was
when The Most Rev and Rt Hon
Stephen Cotterill, Archbishop of York,
visited Blackburn Diocese.
On Friday 27th May, following a visit to
Burnley College and the Ghausia
Mosque, the Archbishop came to St
Peter‟s. He was met at the door and
escorted into church and shown
around.
At the altar he invited
everyone to join him and gave a short
talk about St Peter and we prayed
together. He was then shown the
Stansfield Chapel and showed an interest in the fact that the Bishop of Burnley
was at one time also the Rector of St Peters. He also looked at the copy of the
1122 charter.
After looking round the church he was shown the new meeting room, where
he wrote the last verse and signed the Book of St Peter. He then spent some
time in the Sunday school room, talking to the children and looking at the work
they had been doing. They all thought he was wonderful. He then left for
Whalley Abbey.
On the Saturday, Meena and myself went to the Archbishop‟s Mission Event at
the Pleasure Beach Globe Arena in Blackpool. We heard some wonderful
music from a group of musicians from churches throughout the Diocese, who
also accompanied the singing of some great hymns.
Archbishop Stephen was interviewed by the Bishop‟s Chaplain and told of how
he became Archbishop, what he hopes to achieve as Archbishop and why he
has come to Blackburn Diocese. Bishop Jill then introduced two people to tell
of their own faith and a little about their work in churches in Blackpool.
Following this Bishop Philip again introduced Archbishop Stephen, who told us
a something about his upbringing in a non-churchgoing family, of how he came
to be a follower of Jesus and the people who influenced him. You can hear the
whole of the Archbishop‟s speeches on the Blackburn Diocese YouTube
channel.
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The service was led by the Archbishop, who
preached not 1 but 3 sermons. The first of these
was titled “The church is made of people, not of
bricks” and took Acts 7:48 “The most high God
does not dwell in houses made by human hands”
as his text. He emphasised that people are the
church, wherever they are, not our buildings.
Sermon 2 was titled “Matter matters”, the text
being from St John‟s Gospel 1:14, “The word
became flesh and dwelt among us”. He called
the Christian faith a sacramental faith and said
that Jesus is the sacrament of God coming to us
in human form. He also likened our buildings to
sacraments and that we are charged with the
responsibility to live and share the Gospel.
In Sermon 3 the Archbishop pointed that in
order to understand the church we need to
understand that the although church is the
people not the buildings we need buildings
because these are the places that we learn that
the church is us. To conclude he said that Jesus
wants to be alive in us that we may live and share
his Gospel with others.
You can follow the whole service on Blackburn
Diocese YouTube channel.
Following the service, we all had a photograph
taken with the Archbishop. (See centre pages)
In conclusion, the whole weekend was a
wonderful experience, strengthening our faith in
Jesus Christ and inspiring us to live our lives
for him.

Carol W
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Thank you to everyone
who came to the
Christian Aid breakfast
and donated during
Christian Aid Week 2022.
As always, the people of
St Peter's came together
and donated a fantastic
£223.17.
The needs of the poorest
in the world are greater
than ever as they are least
equipped to deal with the
consequences of the
climate crisis. Christian
Aid are continuing their
vital work to meet this
challenge, supporting
communities in desperate
need. Our donations will
help them to do this.

Joanne

SERVICE AT WHALLEY ABBEY WITH THE
ARCHBISHOP OF YORK- 27th May 2022
As part of the tour of Lancashire by
the Archbishop of York, Rt. Rev.
Stephen Cottrell, there was an
evening service at Whalley Abbey led
by the Archbishop. This was outside
and in the grounds of the ruins of the
old Abbey. Many people attended
from churches all over Lancashire and
beyond. Lots of picnics and deckchairs
were brought onto the grounds.
Fortunately, it did not rain but as the
sun set, it became very cold.

through faith - not one made of stone
- but one of flesh which enables us to
embody the core Christian beliefs of
compassion, mercy and justice and a
perfect love of God.
The service lasted about 75 minutes
but many had arrived early to enjoy
the spiritual atmosphere and also to
have a picnic. There was Holy
Communion given by the Archbishop
and several clergy assistants. Bishops
Philip and Julian were also in
attendance and mingled with the
various groups of people. Prayers
were led by Whalley Abbey
Community members.

Nevertheless, our spirits were raised
by the wonderful singing of Blackburn
Cathedral Youth Choir and by the
music and singing of the Asian
Christian Fellowship Choir. Rev.
Adam Thomas from the Abbey also
contributed by playing on the guitar.

All in all, it was an uplifting event save
that it would have helped if the sun in
the sky had not set so early!

Meena

The main theme of the Archbishop‟s
sermon was the, “Heart of Christ”
and what is at the,
“Heart of the Matter”
for a Christian. The
heart of Jesus was a
human heart and had
been scarred and
bruised by the actions
of man leading up to
his Crucifixion. That
heart soaked up all our
scars, sin and guilt and
replaced a new heart
within us. God has
given us new hearts

Church and Town Together in Celebration
5th June, Pentecost Sunday
We had a fantastic day celebrating our 900th Anniversary and Her Majesty The
Queen's Platinum Jubilee.
The celebrations started with a parade around Burnley town centre, in which
we were joined by dignitaries including our MP and the Mayor; other churches
from across the town; and representatives from various organisations. The
Burnley Air Cadets carried the St Peter‟s church banner and the Accrington
Pipe Band played as they processed with us.
Despite the drizzle, it was wonderful to be out and about in our town, getting
our church noticed. We stopped halfway, outside Marks & Spencer, for Fr Paul
Payton to bless the people who live and work in Burnley, and the band
beautifully played „Amazing Grace‟. The shoppers in the town centre were
supportive and appreciative of the gifts of sweets and flags given out by our
Sunday School children, with many people stopping to take photographs of the
procession.
/continued ...
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As the bells pealed, we returned to church for the Civic Service of Thanksgiving
led by Fr Paul, and everyone present received a bookmark and a pebble. The
bookmark depicted a key to represent the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, and
the pebble represented St Peter who was the rock on which the church was
built. Our pebbles were also to remind us that we are 'living stones'. It was very
moving when we held our pebbles in prayer. We were asked to throw our
pebbles into a pool of water positioned near the font and to think about the
ripples made by the stone - the ripples we ourselves could make in our community.
We listened to a history of St Peter's, read in four „Stations‟, beginning with the
early years through to the present day; and our ALM Alan Roadley delivered an
address about building up our church for the future. The hymns were chosen
to reflect both the 900 years of St Peter's and the 70 years of service given to
our nation and the Commonwealth by the Queen. We finished with a rousing
rendition of the National Anthem.
After the service we enjoyed a delicious Platinum Jubilee afternoon tea of
cakes, strawberry and cream scones and small pork pies. This was a lovely occasion where we chatted with friends old and new.
Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate.

Joanne and Jason
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Alan writes ...
Some of you may be
aware that when I get an
odd free Sunday I go and
visit other Churches. For
worship of course but also for
research purposes. Because if I‟m
serious about playing a part in
ministry, then I think I need to
experience as many different ways of
doing it as I can. And although
probably quite a few of you visit other
Churches for special events, or maybe
weekday or evening services, it‟s not
quite the same as seeing what happens
at the “main event” Sunday morning
service. It‟s surprised me, that even
within just the Church of England,
there‟s a very wide range of different
ways of doing things.
A recent Sunday morning visit
elsewhere made me think. Not about
the order of the service, what was in
it and what was missing, was it hi-tech
(screens, sound desk etc) or low-tech
(sheets of paper, hymn books etc),
was it “High” or “Low Church”? No,
none of that. Instead I got to thinking,
“What is my role as a member of the
congregation?” Because there are two
ends of a very broad spectrum. At
one extreme, you can be in the same
sort of situation as you might be in say
a cinema audience, taking in and
reacting in your mind to what your

eyes and ears are sensing, but with no
participation demanded. Or at the
other extreme, you can be part of a
social gathering, not only hearing and
seeing, but doing. Interacting with
other worshippers and leaders, mobile
rather than fixed, creating rather than
just taking.
We‟re all comfortable or uncomfortable with different approaches. At St.
Peter‟s, although quite a few of the
people present do have some role to
play in the service, most of us start
and finish the service in the same
place, often having done no more than
stand up or sit down. Whereas where
I visited, there was quite a lot of
movement and mobility. But the key
to that was ... there was quite a lot of
space to do so! Because the layout of
the Nave, and the spacing of the
chairs, gave lots of room to move,
plenty of opportunity to talk and
engage with people not in your
immediate vicinity, made it easier to
manage children, and allowed the
leader to “come amongst” the people,
rather than being confined to the
aisles. The whole setup was conducive
to allowing people to loosen up and
liven up.
So here‟s what I‟m thinking. I
personally think a fellowship of
supportive Christians, working
alongside each other in fellowship and
friendship is far more effective and
/continued ...
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desirable than a collection of
individuals who just happen to be
worshipping under the same roof.
How do we keep up the progress
we‟re making in that area? We‟ve got
a large Church with not a huge
number of people considering the
size. We‟ve not got pews, we‟ve got a
flexible space. We‟ve got the ability
to configure it in various ways, so
that we can stage services in a wide
variety of formats, some of which
could be more interactive and some
of which could allow more
movement. We could also look at
where we do other things from. Have
you honestly got a good view of
somebody stood behind the lectern?
Is the choir stalls the right place for
someone leading the service?

Linda writes ...
Hi everyone,
I have written before
about the Ladies
Prayer Breakfast (men always
welcome). How different and uplifting
the time we spend together is. As a
Vision Group we are trying to look at
ways to make the church and its
services somewhere that is
welcoming, a place of worship and
learning. A place where people want
to be. Our biggest obstacle to that is
not liking change.
Last month at the Prayer Breakfast
the theme was „Embracing Change‟
and our speaker was Mary Cliff from
Hurstwood Church. Mary spoke with
humour about her life and the changes
that we have all experienced.
Depending on our age some of us had
experienced more than others. From
long drop
toilets, only
having a bath
once a week,
having to use
public
telephones
where you had
to press
button A then
button B. No
television, to
the comforts and convenience we
now enjoy.

A healthy Church needs to constantly
review what it does and how it does
it. We are blessed with a large
worship place that affords lots of
opportunities for doing services in
new and different ways if we could
but imagine it, whilst still keeping
some of the more formal ones just as
they are. After celebrating it being
here for so long, I pray we might look
at the building and how we operate
within it afresh.
Alan Roadley, Vision Champion,
St.Peter’s

She spoke about how wonderful the
changes in nature were. For example the
change from a tadpole into a frog, a
caterpillar into a butterfly. Gods wonderful
creation.

She spoke about her Christian life. Not
just wanting to know God in her head but
in her heart. Her longing for the change in
herself to fully know God‟s love. She is
assured that when her life ends she will
pass through the gate of heaven. There
will not be a gate for Catholics, one for
Methodists and one for the Church of
England. There will be only one gate for all
believers and we will recognise each other
and welcome one another.
Like Mary we have all experienced change
in our lives both good and bad.
Our journey into faith will be the biggest
change we can make. Don‟t be afraid of
making that change. Do all you can to
embrace it.
Linda

„For I the Lord do not change.’
(Malachi 3-6)

/continued ...
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Can I say a big thank you to all of
those who helped make the service
held at Whalley Abbey back in May
such a success. It was part of
St.Peter‟s 900th Anniversary
celebrations; we have links going
back centuries with Whalley.

Summer Fruit and Mascarpone Tart
Think of this summer fruit tart with whipped mascarpone as an oversized millefeuille.
It’s very easy to make, but impressive enough for a special gathering

INGREDIENTS
 2 x 320g ready-rolled all-butter puff pastry
 100g icing sugar
 750g tub mascarpone
 600ml double cream
 2 tsp vanilla extract
 200g raspberries , a few halved
 200g blackberries , a few halved
 1 large mango , peeled and thinly sliced
 6 nectarines or peaches, or a mixture, sliced
 4 passion fruits (look for ones with crinkly

To all the walkers, who covered
the 11 miles from St.Peter‟s to
Whalley in the afternoon, thanks
for your company, for the “half way
there” ice creams, and for making
it a very sociable stroll. We almost
got there without rain. Almost!

skin, this means they‟re ripe), halved, seeds and pulp scooped out

 handful small mint leaves

Big thanks to Jane and Adam at the
Abbey, for the use of the Chapel
and the catering. A mention for
Jean Beeston for the hymn sheets,
and to Father Paul for the time he
spent with the children and his
general support. Thanks also to
those who read in the service,
grown ups and children.

METHOD
 Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Unroll 1 pastry sheet, but leave it on the

parchment. Place it on a baking tray, dust with 2 tbsp icing sugar, then cover with
another sheet of parchment and another baking tray. Pour baking beans into the
tray to weigh it down, or use empty cans. Bake for 30 mins, then check if the pastry is golden all over. If not, return for another 5 mins or so. Repeat with the
other pastry sheet (or cook both together if you have enough trays). Once out of
the oven, trim the edges with a large, sharp knife. Leave to cool.
 Softly whip the mascarpone, cream, vanilla and remaining icing sugar, then trans-

fer half to a disposable piping bag fitted with a 1.5cm round nozzle (or just snip off
the corner). Pipe blobs of the mascarpone cream over the surface of one piece of
pastry, right up to the edges. Top with half the fruit and dust with a little icing
sugar.

I‟ll finish with two words.

 Top with the second piece of pastry, more mascarpone cream (refilling the bag

Alan
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when you need to), the remaining fruit, a dusting of icing sugar and, finally, some
mint leaves. Use a serrated knife to cut through the layers without squashing the
whole tart. Best served within an hour or two, but leftovers will keep for up to two days
in the fridge.
(www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes)
37

St Peter’s Branch
When you read this, we will have had our outing to the Woodend
Mining Museum with afternoon tea, which I am sure we will all have
enjoyed.
There will be no meeting in July.
On Saturday afternoon, 6th August, the Blackburn Diocesan Mothers‟
Union Mary Sumner Day Service will be held in St Peters at 2.30pm. It is
the 120th anniversary of St Peter‟s Mothers‟ Union in June, although this
has been overshadowed by the 900th anniversary of the church, so
please try to be there as representatives of St Peters. We will be
serving tea/coffee and biscuits after the service. Please park in the
school yard and leave the churchyard parking for disabled drivers.
Thank you.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 31st August at 2.00pm in
church and will be a Musical Afternoon. You will probably remember
the lovely musical afternoons we have had in the past with Di Holden.
This time Meena will be playing for us and leading the singing.
Advance notice. At our meeting on 28th September we will hopefully be
completing a page of the Book of St Peter on behalf of the Mothers‟
Union. Please be thinking about this and how we can best represent
Mothers‟ Union in the Book.
Have a lovely summer everyone, and I look forward to seeing you on
31st August. And as usual a warm welcome is extended to anyone who
would like to join us for either or both of the above meetings.

Carol
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Well, as many of you know, we have recently moved
house. It‟s the twelfth move in a lot of years! Do I
have any regrets? No, not really, although the last
one has been very taxing. However, I have lived and
learnt through each one.
The first move was when I was seven and my father
got a new job in the town centre in Clitheroe and he had to live on the
premises. I had to start a new school before our actual house move.
So, at that very young age I went from one end of the town to the other
by bus, and even walked to the bus stop on my own. Thus began my life
of adventure.
You know, the disciples of Jesus were very adventurous as they travelled
from country to country, determined to carry out the gospel message.
We know St Paul was a tent maker and he obviously did some work.
However, we are told the disciples had been instructed by Jesus not to
take a bag, nor bread, nor money! Wow! Fancy going on a journey
without a bulging suitcase, a butty, or even worse, without a bank card.
That would be unthinkable for us today - as would a seven year old child
setting off alone on a bus journey!
How grateful we should be to those followers of Jesus
who weathered the stormy seas in boats and trampled
many miles by foot, mule or camel to declare the
radical gospel of a risen Saviour.
Our move out of Spain to return to the UK was positively biblical. We
had panicked a bit when we heard about Brexit and decided to sell our
home. We imagined that house prices would tumble so we sold and
decided to rent until the actual exit. We found a little flat by the beach
which was fine and I negotiated a reasonable rent on the condition that
Paco the landlord would rent out the property in July and August to a
family who came from Madrid every summer. We had our usual break
with the family back home.

single beds had been made up in the other bedroom; There was an
urgent message to ring Paco. We ignored the message as it
was midnight, so we rolled into bed. The very next
morning I discovered I had been bitten all over and there
were blood marks all over the sheets. Bill of course was
unblemished (obviously not sweet enough!) We had been
infested! We had to leave with nothing ASAP as I have
severe allergic reactions to insect bites. We were literally
like those disciples. Clothes and bedding were binned and anything that
could be salvaged was put in storage. We were literally walking the
streets! We were actually homeless! Of course, as my granddaughter
pointed out, we were not actually like the homeless people are today, as
we had the money to buy accommodation!
We booked a flight home for 5 weeks ahead as we had a car, a scooter,
a bike and several other things to dispose of. In those weeks we stayed
in six different places. Torre del Mar where we lived, was an all year
round holiday resort, the apartments being all rented out to tourists.
We had odd nights in hostels and hotels and a couple of seedy rentals.
Not having a home, or not knowing where you‟re next going to be
sleeping, is very unnerving.
So let‟s never forget the sacrifices that the followers of Jesus made in
order to spread the word and let‟s not forget either the growing number
of people who are sleeping on the street, not knowing where their next
meal is coming from. The Son of Man had nowhere to lay his head and
he faced the worst injustice known to mankind. As Christians let us be
more caring and compassionate to the displaced and make our voices be
heard to speak out for social justice. Jesus gave us His authority and
power to speak out for all people in His name.
„Go in my name and because
you believe, others may know
that I live.‟
Be blessed,

On returning however, we found our bedroom was empty and the two
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Services & Rotas for July at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

Reader

Intercessor

Sidespeople

03/07

Choral
Matins

Diana
Harris

Carol
Pike

J Hacking
Bea

10/07

Holy
Communion

Stewart
Hacking

Stephen
Dixon

S Dixon
S Hacking

17/07

10.30 am
WALKING
DAY at
St Stephen‟s

24/07

Family
Service

31/07

10.30 am
United
Service at
St Peter‟s

6.00pm

BCP
HC
Evensong
(said)

Child

St Stephen‟s

Child

Alan Roadley

M Eckersley
H Slater

-

J Hacking
Bea

Services & Rotas for August at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

Reader

Intercessor

Sidespeople

6.00pm

07/08

Choral
Matins

David
Smith

Joan
Ainsworth

S Dixon
S Hacking

No
HC

14/08

Holy
Communion

Carol
Pike

Greta
Kern

C Hacking
S Hacking

-

21/08

Holy
Communion

Jason
Walsh

Roxy
Kern

M Eckersley
H Slater

28/08

Family
Service

Child

Child

J Hacking
Bea

Choral
Evensong
-

If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota,
please let the Wardens know.
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Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
Sunday School will take place as usual every
Sunday morning and Benefice Thursday
sessions every week for a couple of hours
from 10am during the holidays.
On Sunday we will continue with the Gospel
readings in Luke, looking at Jesus's teachings
and actions. On Thursday we will look at
our „messy lives' !!!!
We have all really enjoyed being part of the
special 900th services . Some of our children
were privileged to meet the Archbishop of
York on his brief visit on Friday afternoon.
He chatted with the children and told them
an interactive story of how much they were
loved by God . On Sunday some of our
children went to Blackburn Cathedral. The
Cathedral Staff were extremely
accommodating and gave us a break-out
room, colouring pages and toys. It was really
uplifting to hear so many positive comments
about our children - and indeed that we had
children in church!!! Everyone enjoyed the
Civic service, waving flags we had made,
handing out special bags of sweets to passers
by, singing ' Shine from the Inside Out ' and
seeing a full church. - Special memories for
us all .
With better weather it has been really good
to have time together in the park after the
service . Everybody loved Father Paul joining
us and playing games with the children.
Enjoy your holiday times everyone,

Love from the Sunday School
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Mackenzie was baptised!

