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Queen Elizabeth II
21st April 1926 - 8th September 2022
God save The King!

‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant’
(Matthew 25:21)

A Message of Thanks from Fr Paul
I am writing this in haste the day after our late Queen's funeral. I
wanted to catch the last post for the Magazine which Pam, very kindly,
held up for me. I would have written this message of thanks sooner but
the rollercoaster events of the last couple of weeks of my time among
you meant that every waking moment was consumed by preparations
for the Civic Service of Commemoration on Saturday the 17th September at St Peter's, the final services on Sunday 18th and a host of handover meetings to help make the transition into Vacancy as smooth as
possible. Well it all came and went and hopefully between us we did the
best we could to honour our late Queen and also to say goodbye to
each other as I move on to pastures new. It has been a huge privilege to
serve the Benefice over the past year or so, to work alongside such
capable and committed people, to be supported by an A Team of Wardens, to have the opportunity to become involved with our two fabulous church schools, and to experience some wonderful and unexpected events. It's not been without its problems and difficulties, not
least the disappointment of not recruiting a new Rector sooner in my
time with you. I never expected that when I joined you in July 2021 that
I would, for example, still be around and caught up in some of the largescale events connected with the 900th celebrations at St Peter's. However, these and many other events and experiences across the Benefice
provide a treasure trove of great memories to take with me. You have
taught me much and helped me grow further in my faith and ministry
and this will contribute to how I continue to serve God and his Church
in the future. I will ever be grateful for your care and support of me
Finally, a huge thanks for all the wonderful gifts and cards both from
individuals and collectively from the two churches. I am overwhelmed
by your generosity and although I can't thank you individually please
accept my heartfelt gratitude.
No doubt our paths will cross again. In the meantime I pray that God
will richly bless you, now and always.

Fr Paul
20.09.2022
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It was with great
sadness that last
month we all learned
of the death of our
Sovereign Lady,
Queen Elizabeth II.
She was the longest
reigning Monarch in
British history, over
70 years, and indeed, the only
Monarch most of us has ever known.
Her extra-ordinary reign saw her
travel more widely than any other
Monarch, as she undertook many
historic overseas visits, and so she
became one of the most loved and
respected figures across the whole
world.
The Queen spoke often of her deep
faith in Jesus Christ and of his
example, by which she lived through
the whole of her life; a life lived with
dignity, marked by her strong sense
of duty and a determination to
dedicate it to her throne and to her
people. As is often said in such
circumstances, but it is very true in
this instance, “she will be sorely
missed”. And so we believe that she
now rests in the loving arms of our
Lord Jesus, and, as the Psalmist said,

Please ensure that all articles for
inclusion in the NOVEMBER edition
of the magazine are submitted no
later than
15th October
pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com

“And in God's house, for ever more, my
dwelling place shall be”.
May she rest in peace and rise in
glory!
/continued ...
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The passing of The Queen leads us to
the accession of King Charles III as
our new Monarch. The first decision
he had to make was by what name he
should be known; it seems that he
could have chosen any of his four
names – Charles Philip Arthur
George. A high point for The King to
look forward to will be his
Coronation. It took over 16 months
to arrange The Queen's Coronation
as she acceded the throne in
February 1952, but her Coronation
didn't take place until June 1953!

him with the gift of a beautiful
Waterman fountain pen together
with Amazon vouchers.
We look forward to Revd Frances
Guite presiding at many of our
Sunday morning services, and to
other visiting clergy up to the end of
the year.
We now anticipate being blessed with
an incumbent to lead us forward, but
we have no further news on this
other than an interview date has been
set for 25 October. Watch this
space! As soon as know anything,
we'll let you know!

We pray that The King will draw
strength from his mother's example,
and we pray too that God will bless,
guide and protect him, and the life of
our great nation, in the years ahead.
God save The King!

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ST PETER’S
Did you go along to see St Peter's
'Heritage Open Day' in celebration of
their 900th Anniversary? There was
an excellent display of photographs,
examples of needle-work and
historical documents (some dating
back to Queen Elizabeth the First);
there were guided tours, activities for
children, organ recitals and, not least,
delicious refreshments - all making
for an interesting Saturday afternoon
out. Thank you St Peter's and well
done!

FAREWELL AND
‘THANK YOU’,
FR PAUL
Last month also
saw the end to our
Benefice being led
by Revd Paul
Payton. He came
to us in July 2021, directly after Revd
Patrick had moved to Yorkshire, and
left us on 18 September. Fr Paul was,
we hope you agree, a 'breath of fresh
air'. He was enthusiastic, inspiring,
prayerful and very approachable. It
seemed a subdued farewell as the
nation was still in mourning for the
late Queen, and the final two services
were dominated by special liturgy.
Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the collection we had
for Fr Paul; we were able to present

THE MEMORIAL GARDEN
It was reported in last month's
magazine that the three old cherry
trees in our Memorial Garden
(Smalley Street) should be taken out,
but, as they are in consecrated
ground we require permission from
Burnley Borough Council.
/continued ...
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Unfortunately we are still awaiting to
hear from them regarding the
situation. The necessary Faculty has
been raised at the Diocese, and we
are seeking financial help to
eventually buy and plant three new
trees.
‘WE PLOUGH THE FIELDS AND
SCATTER’

Our HARVEST FESTIVAL will take
place on Sunday, 2 October at 9:45
am, when Revd Frances will be
presiding and Christine preaching.
Like a lot of things in these days of
change, we ask not for donations of
fresh foods, but shall be grateful for
packets of dried or tinned foods –
rice, pasta, beans, cereals etc. All the
items that we collect will be sent on
for the distribution by the local Food
Banks.
EVENING MEAL OUT
As most of you will know this is now
going to take place at '197 The Bistro'
which is situate at Towneley Golf
Club. The date is the same: Tuesday,
8 November. At this moment in time
we have 25 takers but the venue
requires 30 diners, so if there is
anyone out there who would like a
fun night out with
good food, please
speak to Jean or
Keith as soon as
possible.

FUNDRAISING EVENTS
 Quiz Night: Apologies for the

sudden cancellation of this event; it
has been re-arranged for Saturday, 29
October in Church. All tickets
already purchased will still be valid,
but if you are now unable to attend
on this night please get in touch with
Pam.
 Film Night We shall be showing
Alan Bennett's “A Private Function”
on Friday, 30th September. Part of
the film was shot in Barnoldswick
(The Parade) and the site can still be
seen! Come along for fun and
fellowship.
 Sixties Night: Be sure to get your
tickets for the Sixties Night which is
on 8th October in the School Hall.
Sixties music from a live band with a
fantastic '60s Buffet' - What more
could you want for a fantastic night
out!
“What a loving God we serve! Not only
has He prepared a heavenly dwelling
place for us, but His angels also
accompany us as we transition from this
world to the next.”
(Dr. David Jeremiah)

That's all for now folks! Take care and
see you soon ...!

Keith, Jean & Paul
St Stephen‟s Churchwardens

Hello everyone,
We were all saddened this month to hear of the death of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II. She was a woman of great Christian faith whose life
was one of dedication and service to her people. She led the country and
the Commonwealth with wisdom and compassion for 70 years and we
pray for King Charles III as he assumes his new responsibilities and
guides us through the years ahead.
It was a privilege for St Peter‟s to host the Commemoration Service for
the Queen in East Lancashire on Saturday 17th September. Led by
Bishop Philip, it was a great occasion for people to pay their respects and
give thanks for the life of our late Queen, and it was good to see the
church fulfilling its role as the civic centre of our town.
The church was also open every day during the mourning period for
townsfolk to write their tributes and memories in the condolence book
and to have time for reflection and prayer.
The Heritage Day was a great success, with lots of fascinating displays to
see, musical performances on the organ, and delicious tea, cake and
scones enjoyed by all. The tours given by local historian Roger Frost
were excellent and proved to be very popular with visitors. Thanks to
the 900th Anniversary Committee for working so hard to bring this
event together.
We look forward to welcoming The Venerable Andrew Brown to our
Family Service at the end of September as the next occasion in the 900th
Anniversary programme.
Take care,

Sandra and Jason
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St Stephen’s Branch
I am beginning with our Worldwide President Sheran Harper‟s statement in
memory of the life of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll
„We give thanks to God for (her majesty) being our Patron, for blessing her with
special gifts for a life humbly dedicated to public service, her strong faith as she
weathered many storms; her commitment and devotion to family life; and her great
concern for communities and all people.
Her guidance and support of Mothers‟ Union over the decades has enabled us to
achieve so much in impacting communities and touching lives. During times of
ongoing war and turmoil around the world, she reminded us of the healing power of
forgiveness, peace and reconciliation. This inspired us and encouraged us to work for
harmony and good relationships among all people in our communities.
Her spirit of acceptance to change and transformation through the years and her
ability to take others on the journey of change is testimony to her great strength as a
leader and her faith in change that is inevitable. This outlook on life strengthened
Mothers‟ Union members to embrace all opportunities of change and transformation
that truly reflect the worldwide nature of our movement.
We will always remember her intelligence and humility in making wise decisions, her
charm and sense of humour, and her sincere caring and gentleness. Hers was a life
born to serve God and all humanity and her legacy that will live on in so many ways
and in the hearts of all Mothers‟ Union members for generations to come.‟
LOOKING BACK
Our afternoon meeting on Tuesday, September 13th began with prayers written by
Beverley for the passing of Her Majesty, the late Queen and for the new King.
After the shock of the previous week it was comforting to come together. The
theme for the meeting was Precious to Me. An array of objects were produced,
explained and inspected, including a mini skirt, worn by Jean Beeston, age sixteen,
on her first day of work at a solicitors. Good old Marks and Spencer where the
skirt was purchased, meant it looked almost brand new.
It is difficult to select just one thing which expresses what is precious to us.
However, we enjoyed seeing all of the below;
Jean Gidley‟s photo of her mother and father - who was dressed in his WW1
uniform, Barbara Nutter‟s nurse ornament, a present from her mum, Nancy‟s
photo of her son and grandson, Christine‟s late husband Glynn‟s aftershave bottle,
and the black bow tie he wore for concert parties, Edith‟s mum‟s brooch, Marilyn‟s
photo of her mum and five sisters which was accompanied by some hilarious tales,
Beverley‟s mum‟s wedding ring and my childhood teddy bear.
/continued ...
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LOOKING FORWARD
The Wave of Prayer takes place at St. John‟s Worsthorne on Tuesday, October
18th at noon. A light lunch, costing £5, will be served followed by the service. You
will find your copy of The Wave of Prayer in your latest copy of MU News.
St. John‟s are collecting money to purchase toiletries for those hospital patients
who need them. Any left over money from the lunch will be put towards this cause
OCTOBER MEETINGS
Tuesday 11th October at 2.00 pm: „Iceland‟ presented by Elaine Taberner
Tuesday 25th October at 7.00 pm: Cake decorating with Jenny
OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS:
A very happy birthday to Pam McGrath for the 7th and to Christine Naughton for
the 29th.
Happy 56th Wedding Anniversary to Marilyn and Les Walsh as you celebrate on
the 29th.

St Peter’s Branch
Our September meeting on Wednesday
28th September at 2.00pm in church will give us an opportunity to write in the
Book of St Peter‟s about Mothers‟ Union Worldwide, within this country and
the Diocese and in our own branch. Please have lots of suggestions to put
forward about Mothers‟ Union generally and memories of St Peter‟s branch.
Our Deanery President will be with us so please come along to meet her.
We also need to decide whether we are having a lunch in November, and
where, as we have done in the past. Last years‟ was a very enjoyable occasion.
Our October meeting will be on Wednesday 26th October at 2.00pm in
church as usual. Please will everyone bring along an article that means something to them and tell us a little bit about it. I know this has been done before,
but quite some time ago.
Please will those of you who are able try to come to this meeting as I think
the time has come to discuss the future of the branch.
As usual, everyone is welcome, whether members or not. There is no charge.

Carol
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We exist as long as someone still
remembers us
The sad news of the death of Queen Elizabeth reached us on holiday in
Halkidiki and created a sombre backdrop that we dipped into in between
walking through the world of sun and sea we had come here to enjoy.
Being slightly detached from the intensity of the mood back home allowed a
more reflective view of the remarkable life of a great lady of faith which was
contrasted with other news articles that revealed themselves as we searched
for the updates at points of the day.
Her humour, understanding, calm reason, empathy with people in their own
times of difficulty, overseeing and welcoming the peaceful transfer of control
from an empire to individual nations to determine their own future.
When Harriet Harman was sacked from the Labour front bench one of the first
calls she received was from Buckingham Palace, inviting her for tea where the
Queen personally thanked her for the work she had done. A gesture that
seemed like a warm hug from a friend rather than a formal recognition.
She retained a strong and unwavering faith throughout her life through the
most trying times, always trusting in the path that God had made for her and
never showing judgement.
Contrast this with the other news that was revealing itself in channels less
dominated by the process and pageantry of the move from one monarch to
another. Christians in Texas whose pro-life stance does not preclude
threatening visitors to abortion clinics with guns: the dark anniversary of one
of our great British heroes, Alan Turing, being imprisoned for his sexuality, a
judgement supported by eminent Christians of the day; the expulsion of
homeless people from their small alcove sanctuaries that happened to lie on the
route that would later carry the funeral cortège without any provision to
create a safe alternative.

If you have struggled to get a
workman or Gardner in since
Covid began you will be glad to
hear that Burnley Borough
Council has relaunched its
Handyman Service.

ROTA FOR OCTOBER
Chancel

This is especially for the over
sixties, the venerable and anyone
with a disability.
The cost is £10 per hour for
small jobs that take one to two
hours.
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Vacant

16th

Vacant

23rd

Mrs M Brown

30th

Vacant

2nd

Vacant

9th

Vacant

16th

Mr & Mrs S Barritt

23rd

Mrs A Eastwood

30th

Mrs S Boardwell

If you would like to put flowers in
the church on any of the vacant
dates please contact Alice
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Alice & Maureen

Jesus taught us to love God and love our neighbour. When we
draw a line that excludes anyone we are likely to find Christ
on the other side of that line to ourselves.
As we remember Queen Elizabeth II for all her positive examples
we are reminded that we all exist as long as someone still remembers us. Will
we be remembered for being Christians, or being Christ-like?

Paul H
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Vacant

Towneley

Phone The Home Improvement
Agency on 01282 477234,
Monday to Friday 9-5pm for
further information.

Barb
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October in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s
1st

Frances Thompson, Annie Broughton, Harry Harrison

2nd

Thomas Fisher, Nellie Hunter, Frank A Bailey, Dorothy Tatchell

3rd

Fanny Ann Smith, May Gillespie

4th

October In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s
1st

Doris May Harrowsmith

3rd

Joseph Bestwick , John Albert Sagar

William Higson, Frederick Entwistle, Alan Dawson, Geoffrey Pratt

5th

Ursula May Houlding

6th

George Astwood

6th

Alice Maud Barlow

7th

Michael Tighe

8th

Isabella Heys, Annie Grove, Richard Holden, Hubert Law, Rhoda Mason,
Robert Waldron Sagar

7th

Mary Jane Petch

10th

Diana Mary Holden

9th

Elizabeth Binns, Cecil Howarth

11th

Frederick Stott

10th

Harry Parker, Bertha Thornton

14th

William Arthur Riley

11th

Ernest A Balderstone, Mary Ellen Smith, Alfred Evans, Robert (Bob) Pearson

19th

Alice Pindar

12th

John James Taylor, Lily Hughes, Eleazer Smith

13th

Thomas Thompson, Katherine Thompson

21st

George Edward Holdernesss, MA, Priest and Bishop of Burnley

14th

Tom Smith, Alfred Heywood, Edwin Gregory Taylor

24th

Raymond Eric Sykes

15th

Alfred Sawley

31st

Annie Eccles

16th

Hannah Rogerson, Audrey Margaret Wood

17th

Edward Ernest Lawrence

18th

Alice Tattersall, Norma Sutcliffe

19th

Lilian Ann Tutin, Fanny Donald

21st

Joh T Jackson, Sarah Ada Dewhirst, Elsie Whitehead

22nd

Harold Heys, Arthur Dawe, Frederic Spencer Horne, Jayne M Parkinson,
Harry Beaumont, John A Kershaw

23rd

Hilda Whitehead

24th

Mary Elizabeth Halsall, Herbert Halstead, Annie Bartram, Lydia Edmondson,
Nicholas Anthony Kay

25th

Louie Watson, Esther Ann Saunt, Mary Tattersall, Grace Singleton
Elizabeth Alice Baxter, Annie Whalley

26th

Harold Howard, Percy Burrows, Nellie Johnson

28th

John Jump, Ernest Frederick Griffin, Eva Ann Walsh

29th

John Scholes, Alec Cornet Race

30th

Lucy Taylor, John Thomas Hargreaves

31st

Ralph Thomas, Ernest Ashworth, Jack Hopwood

14
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R.I.P.

R.I.P.
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SCHOOL PRIORITIES

RETURN TO SCHOOL.
Our children were very excited to return to
school after their summer holidays at a
slightly earlier start time. They have settled
into their new classes really well. The teachers have been working hard to improve their
reading areas so that these are really special
areas for children to read for pleasure.
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
Our school
family were
deeply upset about the incredibly sad news
of the death of our noble, loyal and gracious
Queen. A message of support was sent out
to our school community on Thursday night
and we prayed for The Royal family. The
staff are refraining from wearing bright colours until after the funeral. We have opened
a book of condolence for the children and
they all came off timetable in order to make
some messages for the book and produce a portrait of the Queen. All of us
here at St Stephen‟s continue to mourn our much loved Queen. We held a
special Collective Worship on Friday morning and came together to remember the life of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and hold a time of silence
for reflection. She was truly an inspiration to the whole world. We have a
tree dedicated to Queen Elizabeth where children have been laying flowers
next to her photograph. We have also opened a book of condolence for
members of the public, parents and carers to sign too.
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death‟ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” Revelation 21:4
18

Our key priorities this year will focus on the following:
 Continuing to raise the attainment of writing and reading.
 To encourage children and staff to use a positive mindset
 To ensure that the new RE curriculum is implemented
 To continue to ensure that our Christian values underpin all
aspects of the curriculum and spirituality is developed
 To develop our outdoor learning area for Year 1 and Year 2. Our
new floor already looks fabulous.
 To make a positive contribution to the wider community
GOODBYE FATHER PAUL
We have thoroughly enjoyed Father Paul‟s worships over the past year and
we will really miss him. Father Paul is inspirational in his delivery and
connects so well with the children. He delivered a special staff Eucharist
on our „Wonderful Worship‟ INSET day which was very much appreciated by
staff. We wish him all the best for his next chapter serving the people in
his parish. The staff and children presented him with our cards, messages
and gifts here at school in a special collective worship as a token of our
appreciation.
VISION AND VALUES
The applications to be a worship ambassador are coming in fast from our
children. They will have a very important role in school and encourage
courageous advocacy. We would like to concentrate on making a difference
in the local community and are looking forward to singing in Tescos over

the festive period. Our British value this half term is: Individual
Liberty and the Christian value is Thankfulness.
Thank you
Best wishes
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Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
What a month September was !!!!
Our usual readings were abandoned to focus on the death of Her Majesty the
Queen. We used an excellent resource produced by the Church of England for
primary schools which gave us plenty to reflect on and excellent, thoughtful
activities. At the same time we were busy completing a book of pictures for
Father Paul!!!
Our children are settling in to new classes and
schools . September saw the baptism of Isabelle
and Imogen - two delightful young ladies who have
made their own commitment to be followers of
Jesus.
Isabelle has been appointed our Sunday School
Ambassador. Aged 14, Isabelle shines with
warmth and love every week, is a fantastic help to
me and all the children. This is an exciting new
role at St Peter's and it was very special to see her
commissioned by Father Paul.
We return to the lectionary in October looking at
Jesus's teachings and healings . We are excited to
welcome the 'Open the Book' team during the
October half term . They will dramatize the story
of Jonah . The Puppet Ministry team from Bamber
Bridge were
extremely well
received . It was
an exciting, fun
morning and we
hope to welcome
them again before
the end of the
year.

Meena

Signing the Book of Condolence
20

Imogen ‘s Baptism

Isabelle - our Ambassador
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We have had a wonderful start to
the new academic year. The children
have settled well into their new
classes. This term our Christian
value is 'Thankfulness'. 1
Thessalonians 5.16 tells us 'Always be
Thankful'. In our worship we will be
thinking about thanking God for
people who help us; praising God in
creation; remembering to say thank
you; giving thanks even when times
are difficult; counting our blessings
and living fruitful lives. We will be
thinking about the Fruit of the Spirit
and preparing for our Harvest
Festival in Church on the 28th
September and Harvest Workshop
after school on the 30th September.

rest in peace. For nearly all of us the Queen has been a constant throughout
our lives, it has been an incredible reign. Our children observed a minutes
silence to mark HRH Queen Elizabeth II's passing and looked at a very special
Picture News. Over the period of mourning, we quietly reflected on the life of
Queen Elizabeth II and remembered our Servant Queen. We thought back to
the work we did in school for Her Majesty‟s jubilee and the beautiful banner we
made. We will look at it on the corridor and fondly remember the Queen.

Mrs Crowther

On the 14th September, we had
Father Paul lead our worship. He
had some difficult news to share
with the children, explaining that
sadly it was his last service, as he
would be moving on to help in
another church. He bought school a
beautiful cross, to put on the wall. I
am sure, when we look at it, we will
remember him and be thankful for
the time he was with us.
We were saddened to hear of the
passing of HRH Queen Elizabeth II;
she was a truly dedicated, loyal and
remarkable lady. Her life was dutiful
and honourable. After achieving her
platinum jubilee following 70 years
of service, it is now time for her to
22
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The Church’s Days and Season
We continue this
month with
‘ADVENT’
& LENT’
ADVENT (VIOLET)
The liturgical year begins with
Advent which always contains
four Sundays. A common
devotional for this season of
preparation is the Advent
Wreath that includes four
candles. A new candle is lit on
each of the four Sundays of Advent. Christmas decorations which appear in the
church during Advent are in preparation for the coming of the Christ child. The
church year actually begins with the First Sunday of Advent. The stole and
chasuble of the priest is violet or a shade of purple. Advent is seen as a time for
preparation, anticipation and hope. “Prepare ye, the way of the Lord.”
Surprisingly, on the third Sunday of Advent, the church celebrates the half way
mark and so suggests pink or rose as the colour of the day. Like children, we
get excited when we are half way there and pink symbolizes that joy with a
colour that holds onto the purple but promises the white of Christmas!
LENT (VIOLET)
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent which continues until the Holy
Thursday. Lent is a time of penance observed with fasting and abstinence. A
common devotion for Lent is praying the Stations of the Cross. Lent is a 40 day
fast and penance period in the Catholic Church. The church is draped in violet.
This time is a time of penance and selfdenial as well as a time to go the extra
mile. It is a time of preparation for and renewal of baptism.
ASH WEDNESDAY (The Beginning of Lent) The mark of ashes, a symbol of
repentance, is given to Christians to indicate the start of the penitential season
of Lent. Ashes are etched in the sign of the cross on the foreheads of
Christians around the world on Ash Wednesday, symbolizing the beginning of
the 40 days of fasting and penance in preparation for Easter.
24

EVENTS FOR THE REST
OF THE YEAR

HERITAGE DAY
Thank you to all the 900th
Anniversary Team for all their
hard work, before the event, in
preparing and arranging the displays
and on the day itself. It was a
wonderful day. We had over 100
people visited throughout the day, the
church and churchyard tours were
well supported and I heard only
positive comments from visitors.
Thank you also to Cynthia, Ethel and
Freda for providing refreshments.

HARVEST FESTIVAL - Sunday

25th September at 11.00am
celebrant will be the Venerable
Andrew Brown, recently retired
Archdeacon of Man and a former
curate at St Peters. The service will
be followed by a buffet lunch.
ALL SAINTS - Sunday 30th
October will be a United Benefice
service with St Stephens at 10.30am.
Bishop Jill will preside. This too will
be followed by a buffet lunch.
CHRISTMAS FAIR – Saturday
19th November
ADVENT SUNDAY – Sunday 27th
November, celebrated by Bishop
Philip and the final event in our 900th
year. Again, the service will be
followed by a buffet and there will be
an All-age Workshop in the
afternoon.
Lots of eating and
socialising!

Thanks also go to Roger Frost for his
excellent tours, and to the Civic Trust,
Weaver‟s Triangle and Briercliffe
Society for supporting us with displays.
If you haven‟t already seen the large
cross that the children made, do find
time to look at it. It‟s beautiful.

900th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
BUFFET

TALK BY ROGER FROST

Come and party! We have arranged
a celebration buffet for everyone on
Friday 4th November 2022, 6.00pm for
6.30pm. This will take place at the
Trophy Room, Burnley Football Club,
Turf Moor. Tickets will be on sale
shortly, priced at £7.00 for adults,
children free. We have had a very
generous donation of Burnley Football
Club points from the sale of shares,
which has paid for this so all the
money taken will go into church funds.
Please support this event. Let‟s make
it a celebration for the whole church
family.

Roger Frost has prepared a slide
show and talk about the role of St
Peter‟s in the History of Burnley
and is very keen to give this in
church.
Following the success of Roger‟s
tours on Saturday, this will take
place on Saturday morning, 29th
October at 11.00. Tea/coffee and
biscuits will be served from
10.30am.
Please come along. It will be well
worth listening to.

Carol
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interest to you – and would like to set targets for yourself, might I encourage
you to answer the below areas:

? How can I make space for God?
? How can I keep growing as a Christian?
? How can I show the hope and joy of Jesus Christ in the world?

Roxy writes ...
An Introduction to The Vine and the Vine Community
– Implementing a healthy Rule for Life
You may recall our Church‟s invitation to attend the „Festival of Faith in Daily
Life‟ event, held back in March at Blackburn Cathedral. Then again… I
appreciate that it was some time ago! Some (like myself) were fortunate
enough to attend the event, whilst others simply couldn‟t make it. If you fall
under the latter category or need a reminder of the event‟s core message,
please do read on!
At this event, Canon Rowena released our Diocese‟s response to a Rule of Life:
„The Vine,‟ a simple, personally tailored, and flexible framework for living out a
Christian life. The Vine is formed around a commitment made to implement
something (new or old) into your life, to draw closer to God and live out a
Christian‟s place in the world.
This approach isn‟t necessarily about doing something „extra,‟ but about giving
yourself the space to be the person who God has made you to be, and grow in
your relationship with Him.
The Vine and Vine Community (people from across the Diocese who have
made the commitment to implement a personal Rule of Life and live out their
Christian calling in their own unique setting) is a way to abide, grow and bear
fruit in Christ.
The Vine is our Diocese‟s approach to a Rule of Life. Whatever your situation,
there are three questions to ask to help you explore what faith means to you
already, and how to make the most of it. Jesus uses the image of the vine in
John 15.1-17 to describe exactly this life with God (abiding); development both
individually and as a Christian community (growing); and active witness and
service in the world (bearing fruit).

On the 13th of July, (some time ago now!) I attended our Diocese‟s first Vine Community Gathering and was really inspired! I
met with others who have made the commitment to seek time
out to be alone with God - to take time to listen and be with
God, and also prioritise Christian ministry and service in whatever context they feel is right for them.
Now, each person‟s commitment is unique, and the commitment
made is personal – it is between you and God. Some, however,
were happy to share ideas, and I‟ve noted several below:
 Prayer time together. 2 friends decided to catch up for coffee once a
week and then spend some time in prayer. They called each other their
„Prayer Buddy.‟
 Several people decided to commit the day to God as soon as they wake
and then thank Him for the day at its close.
 Some sought a „Whispering Spot.‟ A place in their home, or a quiet place
outside where they could be alone with God and pray, seek His presence,
and hear Him speak. Some remarked they had made the commitment to
pray whilst out on a walk.
 Devotional reading/ studying the scriptures
 Listening to worship music or hymns or a sermon online. Some decided
to do so whilst on a drive.
 Ministry – helping out at Church or within the community.
 Seek that ‘Holy Ground’ – go to Church more and engage in a new service or new congregation.
I would like to highlight that there are regular gatherings over the next 12
months and that a personal commitment can be made (or revisited) at any
time!

It is possible to be part of the Vine Community as an individual adult, as a young
person, or as a family with children: there are resources suitable for different
ages and situations available across the Diocesan website and on the Diocesan
Board of Education's website and the Diocese will continue to flag up key
materials on their website for The Vine Community. If you feel this area is of

The events for the next 12 months are as follows:
 Saturday 8th October 2022 Vine community quiet day at Blackburn Cathedral: „I
am the Vine‟.
/continued ...
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 Thursday 19th January 2023, 7-9pm
Vine Community gathering at Whalley
Abbey
 Saturday 29th April 2023 Vine
Community Quiet Day at Whalley
Abbey: „making space for God‟.
 Sunday 18th June 2023, 4pm Service
of commitment at Blackburn
Cathedral.
Over the next few weeks and months,
I will be using my voice to
communicate the Vine to you and will
voice ways which may help you to
grow a unique Rule of Life. Watch this
space!

Roxy

enthusiasm from those who did
attend. We discussed if Messy
church was still a good name for this
kind of event as we want to attract
children to a fun event with a catchy
name and logo.. There were lots of
suggestions put forward and we have
yet to make a final decision on the
name. If you have any ideas please let
me know. Even though we haven‟t
got a name a date has been set for
Friday October 21st. 4.30pm to 6pm.
Please pray for those who have put
themselves forward to help and pray
for our outreach to the young
people of Burnley Wood.
The Litter Pick went very well.
Although we can only cover a small
area in the time we have there is a
sense of achievement and hopefully
we are making a difference. It is not
all hard work, it is a great
opportunity to get to know one
another as you walk around and
share coffee and biscuits at the end.

(Vision Champion, St Peter‟s)

Almighty God, whose son Jesus Christ
is the True Vine, help us to make space
for you in our lives: to abide in you as
you abide in us.
Give us grace to grow as Christians in
our community: to follow his example
and listen to your call; that through
our words and our actions, we might
bear fruit and show the hope and joy of
Jesus Christ in the world. Amen

Looking forward the next prayer
breakfast which will be on October
8th. This is also the day of the 60‟s
night in school. I look forward to
seeing you at both events.

Linda writes ...

Preparations and planning are
underway for an Advent course to
run in both churches. We need to
build on the success of the previous

Hi everyone,
Firstly an update on
restarting messy/fun
church. The meeting held on Tuesday
5th September went very well and was
very positive. Although we were still
few in number there was lots of

Lent and Advent courses. More information to follow soon.
Finally Alan Roadley is stepping down as St Peters Vision Champion. I would
like to thank him for all his hard work at St Peters and his support for the
vision at St Stephens. Roxanne Kern will be taking up the roll as Vision
Champion for St Peters and I look forward to working with her to continue the
benefice support towards vision 2026.
Linda (Vision Champion, St Stephen‟s)
„And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds‟
(Hebrews 10:24)

VISION CHAMPION - THANK YOUS AND GOODBYES
At the end of August during a Sunday Service I relinquished the role of Vision
Champion at St Peter‟s after over six years, and passed the baton on to Roxy
Kern. So without further ado I‟d like to thank all of you who, whether in your
official Church capacity or as a friend, helped me and supported me in my
efforts to establish the role and make of it what I could. I‟m not going to name
names, but there are many of you at St Peter‟s, and later also at St Stephen‟s,
who were helpful and supportive, gave me ideas and inspiration, helped me with
projects and events, gave me words of wisdom when it was needed and spoke
up for me when what I was trying to do was misunderstood. Heartfelt thanks
to all of you.
I will mention one name - the late and much missed Di Holden. Di was such a
role model and so very supportive of what I tried to do. In fact you could say
that Di was St Peter‟s first Vision Champion, because she was in reality a
“Vision Champion” before the post or the title had been invented!
Did I make a difference? Well that‟s not for me to judge. But let me say this; my
successor will have a full 30 minutes at the next PCC meeting to introduce
herself and answer questions. I didn‟t get that. In fact for the overwhelming
majority of meetings I‟ve attended it‟s been a battle to get more than a few
minutes at the tail end of a crowded agenda, when everyone‟s tired, to cover
anything Vision or Mission related. Hopefully that‟s one little difference I‟ve
made, and believe me, that half hour prime time slot for Roxy is the best
tribute and leaving gift I could ever have wished for.
I‟ve been a half decent warm up act, but everyone wants the main act, and here
it is in Roxy Kern, one of the most spirit filled people I have ever met, who has
a real vision for our Churches and the skills and heart to deliver it. Please keep
her in your prayers as she grows into the role and support her as you so
graciously and kindly supported me.
Alan Roadley
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I am writing this having just watched the TV live
recording of our late Queen Elizabeth being
taken to Westminster Hall for her lying in state.
It has been a week of looking back on the long
and glorious reign of a 96 year old woman who
was firmly rooted in her Christian faith. Thank
you, Ma‟am. May God‟s perpetual light shine upon you.
Do we ourselves look back on our lives and learn from our experiences? For
me it has been a great learning exercise, especially putting my own childhood
into the context of their times. There are people however who maybe need to
bury their past as events are just too painful to recall. There are no hard and
fast rules. This is a decision that we must make for ourselves.
One of my favourite Bible characters is Joseph. He must have surely reflected
on his former life when he was restored back into leadership in Egypt. At a
youngage he was abandoned by his jealous brothers, left in a cistern, and then
sold into slavery. From slavery promoted to high rank and then falsely accused
of seduction by Potiphar‟s wife and thrown into jail. Whilst he was in jail, he
correctly interpreted the cupbearer‟s dream.
Yet when the cupbearer was pardoned and reinstated to his former prestigious
post, the ungrateful man completely forgot to mention Joseph to Pharaoh. We
know for sure, however, that Joseph, the dreamer, through his troubled life
always clung on to the assurance that God was completely in control of his
destiny. Through all his dismal times he knew that God was his refuge and
therefore that he would never be abandoned.
When many years later he was fully restored to
be in charge of the Egyptian state, he reached out
with remarkable forgiveness, kindness and grace
to the brothers who had forsaken him.
I know our dear late Queen has had some heartwrenching moments in her life. She, like Joseph
inherited a title that she never could have
imagined she would have. Whatever happened in her life, she determined that
she was going to serve her country via God‟s amazing love and guidance. In
Westminster Abbey, on the day of her Coronation, she walked past the royal
throne and went to kneel at the altar, bowing her head in humility to her
Divine King.
/continued ...
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I am sure in the last few weeks of her life at Balmoral she reflected and looked
back at her life with both joy and sorrow. She knew for sure that „Goodness
and mercy had followed her all the days of her life‟. That her Lord‟s anchorage
had held firm in all the troubles and storms of her life. She had shown her faith
and endurance to the world as well as her country. We, as her proud subjects,
are assured that she „will dwell in the house of the Lord forever‟
Love and blessings.

(St Stephen‟s Church)
‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’
(Romans 15:13)

St Stephen’s in 1952 when HM Queen
Elizabeth II came to the throne
The Revd Alan Clark was appointed to the living to
succeed Mr Markham. A native of Teignmouth, Devon,
and a graduate of Durham, Mr Clark came from a Curacy
at Lancaster Priory and moved into the Brooklands Road
Vicarage with his wife and young son Stephen. The new
vicar took up the challenge with vigour, but was at once
faced with the escalating cost of the new school. It was
then found also that a considerable amount of money, in
the region of £3,000 would have to be spent on the old
school so that the building would meet the current requirements of hygiene
and sanitation. There also loomed the problem of financing the maintenance
costs of the two schools. The church fabric by this time was becoming in
need of urgent attention.
The new school was dedicated in December 1952 by the Diocesan Bishop and
officially opened by the Minister of Education, Miss Florence Horsbrough.
Undeterred by the school debt, now over £20,000 ... the new vicar sought to
complete the font project. Donors were forthcoming and in 1953 the back
pews of the centre aisle were removed and the open Baptistry area was
created. The new font was removed from its position in the West Porch and
re-sited in the centre of the West wall under the War Memorial Window.
From: The Story of The Parish Church of St Stephen’s Burnley
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Services & Rotas for October at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

Reader

Intercessor

Sidespeople

2/10

Choral
Matins

Eric
Massie

Joan
Ainsworth

S Dixon
S Hacking

9/10

Holy
Communion

Stephen
Dixon

Alan
Roadley

C Hacking
S Hacking

16/10

Holy
Communion

Carol
Eric
Waddington Massie

M Eckersley
Eric Massie

23/10

Family
Service

Child

Child

H Slater
J Ainsworth

30/10

United
Service

John
Catlow

Stephen
Dixon

Stephen Dixon
Stewart Hacking

Date

Services

Sidespeople

02/10

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Christine H &
Christine N

Linda

09/10

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Betty & Ralph

Beverley

16/10

Wake Up
& Worship
9.00 am
Breakfast
9.45 am Holy
Communion

23/10` 9.45 am Holy
Communion
30/10

10.30 AM

Reader

Tea/Coffee

6.00pm
BCP
HC
Choral
Evensong
-

Cleaning

Brenda &
Margaret

W/C 03/10
Team 3

Pauline L &
Shirley

W/C 10/10
Team 1
W/C 17/10
Team 2

Anita & Steve

Anne

WUAW

Geoff &
Judith K

Jean

Barbara &
Paul

W/C 24/10
Team 3

JOINT SERVICE at ST PETER’S

W/C 31/10
Team 1

If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota,
please let the Wardens know.
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HERITAGE DAY, 10TH SEPTEMBER 2022
Our beloved Queen Elizabeth II passed away on the 8th September 2022. Although she was an elderly lady it still came as a
shock. Two days before her death she was still working. Looking very frail but still smiling she welcomed in her 15th Prime
Minister. It is this sense of duty, even when not feeling well that has endeared
her to the nation.
Heritage Day was not cancelled because of the Queen‟s death. It became
more important to acknowledge history and to commit our memories of our
gracious Queen to paper. At the front of the Chancel steps a table was set up
with a Book of Condolence.
The opening of our 900th Heritage Day was solemn and dignified. At 10.55am
Father Paul gave a short address and then a minute silence was held followed
by a few prayers before we all sang the National Anthem, „God Save the
King‟. The Worshipful Mayor of Burnley, Cosima Towneley then declared the
Heritage Day open.
THE BOOK OF ST PETER
The First Letter of St Peter is nearly finished. I hope visitors enjoyed looking
at the illustrations and reading my reasoning behind each one. I wanted to
show that the Letters of St Peter are still as relevant to today as they have
always been. My artwork reflects today‟s society here in Burnley and what is
going on in the world around us.
Also, on proud display was your artwork and written thoughts. We have
people in our Church community who have links with St Peter‟s going back
to the late 1850s. These stories are not only an insight into personal histories
but show the resilience of Burnley folk against the ravages of war and poverty. In terms of history some of our congregation are relatively newcomers.
They came to live in Burnley because of work or to be near other relatives. It
was the warm welcome and support from St Peter‟s that kept bringing them
back.
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Coming back to the present day our wonderful Primary School children have
written about their memories of St Peter‟s. The most popular themes being
the Nativity and Christingle Services. The children write about dressing up,
taking part in Church Services, making things and eating sweets! Singing and
dancing to the „Chicken Song‟ and „Shine Song‟ are also favourite memories. I
must admit a guilty pleasure of mine is singing the „Shine‟ song at home while
doing the washing up. Their drawings of the exterior and the interior of the
Church through the ages are equally impressive.
/continued ...
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LANCASHIRE ARCHIVES
If you are interested in history Lancashire Archives is the place for you. Carol
Pike and myself had an enjoyable day rooting through the many documents,
books and prints that they have stored from St Peter‟s Church. On Heritage
Day visitors were amazed that we had a register of Births, Deaths and
Marriages going back to the year 1562! It‟s a beautiful book. The pages are not
made out of paper but vellum.
Remember, St Peter‟s Church was
the site of local Government for 300
years! Imagine the scene, it‟s May
1571 and the wedding party has just
left the Church. It is now up to the
Clerk (most people in those days
could not read or write) to fill in the
register. He finds a quiet corner in
the Church, lights a candle and sits
down at his desk with feather pen in
hand. The smell of smoke from the
candles lingers in the air. He has to
be quick, candle wax is expensive and he has a long walk back home. He
steadily scratches the first name down „William‟.

Heritage Day was a great success. It was a good advertisement for Christianity
and the work we do in the community. People could walk in and see what we
are all about. Can I end by saying a big „thank you‟ to the catering team. You
kept us going with tea and some lovely cake.

Annette

A tour of the Church

Another favourite book was the Pew Rate Book and plan of the Church box
pews. Did you know that you had to pay for a seat downstairs!? The poor had
to sit upstairs in the balconies.

From the Book of St Peter

DIANA HOLDEN‟S CRAFT WORK AND BOOKS
With kind permission from Charlotte
(Diana‟s daughter), Carol Waddington and
myself brought back a suitcase of treasures
to display for Heritage Day.
Diana Holden was very talented at
needlework. Her sketches and paintings
were a joy to look at in their own right. It
was interesting to look through her
notebooks and see her thought processes,
where they started and how they
developed. A pattern around a doorway in
a holiday photo abroad was all that Di
needed to get her creative juices flowing.
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With the Mayor of Burnley, Councillor Cosima Towneley
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