Welcome!
This booklet contains within it an overview of any local
Church services during this Advent and Christmas time.

What is ‘Advent’?
Derived from the Latin word for arrival — “adventus” — Advent is observed by many Christian denominations around the world to mark
the start of a special spiritual period of preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth on Christmas Day. It also marks the beginning of a
new Christian year.

Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for
Christ's first coming to Earth as a baby, but also use this time to reflect on His presence amongst them today through the Holy Spirit,
whilst waiting in quiet expectation and anticipation of His return.

How can I observe Advent?
Make a wreath — The Advent wreath, or Advent crown, is a Christian
tradition that symbolizes the passage of the four weeks of Advent.
You might like to have a go at making your own wreath, or buy one
that’s been already made. An Advent wreath usually contains 5 candles within it and each candle is lit on each Sunday of Advent.
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Make or buy an Advent calendar - An Advent calendar is a
card or poster with 24 small doors, one to be opened each
day from December the 1st until Christmas Eve. Each door
conceals a picture, symbol, or scriptural text.

Attend a church service - From the first Sunday of Advent,
Church services are often structured to be specific to the
season – any readings and teachings reflect this special period. It’s a great way to learn more about the Jesus and the
good news He brought to us.
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Life Church,
Burnley

Pentecostal

Doors open at 10:30am and Sunday Services begin at 11.00am sharp.
Please arrive in plenty of time to park your car, organise your children,
grab a coffee or whatever you need to do before finding a seat ahead
of the start! :)

Sunday 4th of December, 2nd Advent
Sunday Service with Christmas Message, from 11.00am
Sunday 11th of December
Christmas Special from 11.00am
Sunday 18th of December
Sunday Service with Christmas Message, from 11.00am
Sunday 25th of December

Sunday Service with Christmas Message, from 11.00am

Address:

T: 01282 454 149

30 Sycamore Avenue

E. info@lifelancs.org

Burnley
BB12 6QP
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St. Leonards,
COE

Sunday 27th of November, 1st Advent
Advent Carol Service at 5.30pm
Sunday 18th of December
Christmas Service with Nativity Play at 9.30am
Service of Lessons and Carols by Candlelight at 6.30pm
Saturday 24th of December

Crib Service at 4.00pm
Holy Communion at 11.00pm
Sunday 25th of December
Holy Communion at 9.30am

Address:

T: 01282 772 442

Church Street

E. st.leonards.padihamparish.org

Padiham
BB12 8HG
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Padiham

1st Advent

- Hope The Prophet’s Candle
The First Sunday of Advent is a reverent day in the Christian community and marks the beginning of the Advent season. The Advent
season marks the ushering in of the liturgical year which is observed as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the nativity
or birth of Christ and His return.
Each week of Advent is symbolised by a theme and the first theme of
Advent is Hope.

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel
(God with us). Isaiah 7:10-14:
Circa 700 hundred years before the birth of Jesus, an Israelite man
named Isaiah received a comforting promise from God.
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The promise, or prophecy which he received foretold a restorative
time which would fall upon his people and the world through a baby,
born of a virgin.
The Hebrew name ‘Immanu ’El, means “God with us” which testifies
to God’s presence with His people to lead, protect, and deliver.

Light the first candle, the Prophets Candle, upon your wreath.

Listen: BYU Noteworthy What Child is This?
Reflect: Imagine Isaiah, receiving his promise from God. How might
he have felt?

What things are you hopeful about, for the Christmas period and for
the year ahead? Is there something you are waiting in expectation for
– like a holiday? Or a particular event?

Pray: Father God, in this, the first week of Advent, we pray for our
hearts to be filled with the hope of Christ, that His light will triumph
over all darkness. As we enter this season of Advent, this time of
waiting and anticipation, fill me with the hope of Christ.

Amen.
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St. Stephen,
Burnley

COE
Holy Communion service every Wednesday,

either at St. Stephen’s, Burnley, at 2.00pm or St. Peter’s Burnley at
10.30am.
Sunday 20th November, Christ the King
From 9.45am
Sunday 27th of November, 1st Advent
Holy Communion from 9.45am
Sunday 4th of December, 2nd Advent
Holy Communion from 9.45am

Sunday 11th December, 3rd Advent
Holy Communion from 9.45am
Sunday 18th December, 4th Advent
Wake up and Worship from 9.00am
Come and join us for breakfast before
the Service at 9.45am

Address:

Christingle Service and St. Stephen’s Sings

from 3.30pm
Saturday 24th December, Christmas Eve

Oxford Road
Burnley

Midnight Mass from 11.30pm

BB11 3JA

1st of January

T: 07804 646 420

Patronal Festival with St. Peter’s Church,
Burnley and Bishop Philip at 10.30am

8

St. Margaret,
COE

Hapton

Saturday 24th December, Christmas Eve
Carol Service with Nativity Play at 4.30pm
Sunday 25th of December, Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 11.00am

Address:
Church Street
Padiham
BB12 8HG
T: 01282 772 442
E: st.leonards@padihamparish.org
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2nd Advent

- Peace –
The Bethlehem Candle
Peace is our theme this week. ‘Peace’ appears in the Old Testament
part of the Bible 329 times alone! Peace is noted in the first book of
the Bible, Genesis, and is recorded throughout until Revelation, the
last book. God is concerned about peace on earth just as it is in
heaven.
Peace is a central theme of the Advent season and the main focus of
the second week of Advent. Isaiah, who we thought about last week,
penned another prophecy concerning Jesus for posterity. In this
prophecy he names Jesus as “the Prince of Peace’’.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6-7
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On the night of Jesus’ birth, a majestic host of angels appeared above
a group of lowly shepherds. They ended their message to them and
the world by saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favour rests.”

Light the first and second candle upon your wreath, the
Prophets Candle and the Bethlehem Candle.

Listen: Light of the World — Lauren Daigle
Reflect: Imagine a peaceful starry night sky above you. Gently close
your eyes. Breathe in and slowly breathe out, three times. Focus on
the rhythm of your breathing, its sound – like an incoming tide,
washing ashore and then retreating back.

Keeping your eyes closed – let your other senses take over. What do
you hear? What can you smell? Are you warm – comfortable? Do you
feel peaceful?

Pray: Lord Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas as the Prince
of Peace. This Advent, fill us with a deep and abiding peace. Help us
to share that peace with everyone we encounter, especially those
who need it most.

Amen.
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Mount Zion,
Cliviger

Methodist

Mount Zion “Warm Space” open for food donations, distribution and food swaps,
located at the church building.
Please look online for further details!

Sunday 27th of November, 1st Advent
Toy Service at 10.45am
Sunday 18th of December,
Nativity service at 10.45am

Saturday 24th of December
Carol Singing around Cliviger. Starts at Mount Zion at 6:30pm
Sunday 25th of December
Special Christmas Day service at 10.00am
Sunday 1st of January
'Fun, Faith and Food’ Testimony Service at 10.45am
Address:
Burnley Road
Walk Mill
Cliviger
BB10 4SN
E: mountzion.co.uk
T: 01282 423 775
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St. Peter,
COE

Burnley

Holy Communion service every Wednesday,
either at St. Stephen’s, Burnley, at 2.00pm or St. Peter’s Burnley at 10.30am.

Saturday 19th November
900th Anniversary Fair at 11.00am
Sunday 20th of November
Christ the King Service, Holy Communion at 11.00am
Choral Evensong at 6.00pm
Sunday 27th of November, 1st Advent
Advent Sunday Family Service with Bishop Philip at 11.00am
(Morning service followed by All-Age Advent Workshop and buffet lunch)
Saturday 3rd of December
The Messiah' sung by Burnley Municipal Choir at 7.00pm
Sunday 4th of December
2nd Advent Choral Mattins at 11.00am
BCP Holy Communion at 6.00pm
Sunday 11th of December

Address:
Church Street

3rd Advent Holy Communion at 11.00am

Burnley

Carol Service at 4.00pm

BB11 2DL

Sunday 18th of December
th

4 Advent Holy Communion at 11.00am
Saturday 24th of December

E:info.stpertersburnley@gmail.com
T: 07804 646 420

Crib Service 4.00pm
Sunday 25th of December
Holy Communion 10.30am
Sunday 1st of January
Patronal Festival at St. Stephen’s Church, Burnley with Bishop Philip at 10.30am
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3rd Advent

- Joy –
The Shepherd Candle
On December the 11th, a third candle is lit in a Church. This candle
represents joy and is also known as the “Shepherd Candle.’’
The chorus of angels who proclaimed Jesus’ birth did not do so to a
king or high government official but to simple shepherds, quietly
tending their flocks on Palestine pastures. The shepherds were hardy, normal, working people – perhaps feeling a little rough and tired
from a long night of lonely working.
The shepherds were counted amongst the very first to see and welcome the Messiah and experience the sheer joy of the good news of
his birth.

But the Angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today, in the
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Luke 2:10-12.
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Light the first, second and third candle upon your wreath, the
Prophet, Bethlehem and Shepherd Candles.

Listen: Gloria/ Angels We Have Heard on High – Casting
Crowns
Reflect: Imagine the scene – a grassy, gravely plain. Sheep and
cattle in the darkness, just visible shapes in the darkness, occasionally lowing. Ripples of gentle conversation and laughter
can be heard from nearby shepherds. A beautiful inky blue
starry night sky is stretched overhead - and then suddenly
bursting that quiet sky – flashes of bright lights and myriads of
angels. And even though it’s an awe-inspiring scene – the Angels first words to the terrified shepherds are of comfort and
then of joy!
What things are you joyful and thankful about today? What
makes you happy?
Pray: Father God, thank you for the glad tidings of great joy that
were given to all people - to the humble and lowly first - so
many years ago. Thank you for the gift of Jesus and for all the
small things You provide to us in all joy. May our eyes be open
to see You in the small things this day and be joyful.
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St. Andrews
With St. Margaret and St. James,
Burnley

COE

Join us each Sunday from the 27th of November (1st Advent) to the
25th of December for morning worship:
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) before Mass, or by appointment
at 10.00am
Followed by Sunday Parish Mass (Missa Cantata) with Sermon
Compline (Night Prayer) at 9.00pm (join over Facebook)
Please keep up to date with St. Andrews’ Facebook page for more
Christmas events and services!

Address:

W: www.standrewsburnley.org

230 Barden Lane,

T: 01282 429 723

Burnley
BB10 1JD
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The Salvation Army,
Burnley

Wednesday 14th December
"A Shoppers Carol Service" at 11.00am at The Salvation Army
Furniture Distribution Centre on Westgate.
Sunday 18th December, 4th Advent
Carol Service at 10.30am
Sunday 25th of December
Christmas Day Service at 10.30am
Both at Richard Street (see below address)

Address:

W: www.salvationarmy.org.uk/burnley

Richard Street

T: 01282 415 840

Burnley
BB11 3AJ
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4th Advent

- Peace/ Love –
The Angel’s Candle
This candle represents Peace as well as Love. Christmas itself is a
message of both peace and love – goodwill to all men. On the fourth
Sunday of Advent, Christians celebrate God’s faithfulness in sending
Jesus, and we remember that faithfulness as we look forward to
Christ’s return.

At His first coming, which Christians celebrate at Christmas, Jesus
showed us His humility, His love for us, and His heart of grace toward sinners and sufferers. At His return, which we look forward to
in Advent, He will complete what he started at His birth, bringing a
final end to suffering, sin, and death, restoring His creation, and setting up a new kingdom of righteousness and peace.

Jesus: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.’’ John 14:27.
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This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10
On the last Sunday of Advent, a fourth candle on the Advent Wreath
is lit. Traditionally, this (often times) purple candle has been called
the “Angel Candle” or Candle of Love and represents the peace that
Christ’s birth brings to earth.

All four of the candles around the Advent Wreath will now be
burning, each at a different height. Only one candle remains:
the centre candle, the Christ Candle.
Listen: Come and Adore — Lifepoint Worship
Reflect: Christmas is just around the corner – are you excited?
How has God touched your life this Advent time?

Pray: Lord you are constantly making yourself known to all peo-

ple. Help us to recognise you in the here and now. Fill our hearts
with your love as we gather with our families, friends and those
whom we can share our joy and your love and peace with this
Christmas time.

Amen.
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Sion Baptist Church,
Burnley Baptist

Sunday 18th December, 4th Advent
Family Carol service at 10.30am
Tuesday 20th December
Messy Church Christingle service at 4.00pm

Saturday 24th December
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4.00pm
Sunday 25th December
Christmas Day Family Service at 10.30am

Address:
Church Street,
Burnley,
BB11 2DW
T: 01282 423 546
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St. Matthews
With Holy Trinity,
COE

Burnley

Sunday 27th November , 1st Advent
‘’Darkness to Light’’ at 6.30pm
Saturday 3rd December
Christmas Market at 10.30am
Sunday 4th December
Family and Parade Service at 10.30am
Sunday 11th of December
9 Lessons and Carols
Sunday 19th December
Community Christingle at 6.30pm
Saturday 24th December
‘’Welcome to Christmas’’ at 4.30pm

Midnight Mass at 11.30pm

Address:

Sunday 25th December

St Matthews Street,

Christmas Eucharist at 10am

Burnley,
BB11 4JJ

For more information, please visit
www.stmatthewsburnley.com
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T: 01282 424 849

Christmas Eve/ Day

– Christ Candle On Christmas Eve, the Christ Candle is lighted along with all
four Advent candles.
The Christ Candle represents the light that the Son brought
into the world when He was born a little baby, God in the
flesh. The fact that the Advent candles remain on Christmas
Eve puts the focus on this special moment of birth, the moment of transition from prophecy to fulfilment.

On Christmas Day and the Christmas Sundays, the Advent
candles are usually removed, but the Christ Candle remains.
This reminds us that old things have passed away, and all has
been made new.
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Listen: His Name is Wonderful – Chris Tomlin
Reflect: The promises made by God to Isaiah, to Israel and to
the world – to send a Messiah to save us- were fulfilled. Has
an important promise been made to you in the past. Was this
fulfilled? How did you feel in the moment?

Prayer: Father God, we thank and praise you for all fulfilled
promises. We pray to keep you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in
our thoughts and hearts this Christmas time. We pray to
bring light into a world of darkness and hope into a world of
despair. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

- From all your local Churches.
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