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Don’t forget - if you need anything,
don’t hesitate to contact us
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Some of the best news I have
heard in a while is that ‘Up and
Active’ has set up a post Covid
Support Group. It is at Lodge
House, Cow Lane and
commences on Monday 7th
November from 5.30 - 7.30pm
for 5 weeks. For more
information and booking a place
phone 01282 477134.
Burnley Together is still going
strong with their Community
Grocery at Valley Street
Community Centre. They have
a telephone befriending service
which can also help with Calico
housing applications and a „Be
Well‟ team which can advise on
financial problems and advise
and support clients with
complex needs. Their phone
number is 01282 686402.

Barbara Marshall

Hello everyone,
It‟s that time of year when the clocks go back again. We hope everyone
is staying safe as the nights draw in, but at least Strictly is back to
brighten up our evenings!
We were very saddened to learn of the death of our dear friend David
Smith. He was a much loved member of the congregation who
contributed enormously to church life and the upkeep of the building for
many decades. We will all miss him and our thoughts and prayers are
with Caroline and family at this difficult time.
It was a pleasure to attend the ALM Commissioning Service at Blackburn
Cathedral on Sunday 16th October and to authorise our church‟s two
candidates, Alan and Joan, as Authorised Lay Ministers. It was a lovely
service and very inspiring to see all the people from across the Diocese
who are serving the Church in this capacity. And the delicious tea and
cake served afterwards was very much enjoyed by all the candidates and
supporters!
It was lovely to welcome The Venerable Andrew Brown back to St
Peter‟s for our Harvest Festival. The children all enjoyed a very
interesting and entertaining Family Service, and gifts of tinned and
packaged food were brought forward for donation which will go to help
those people in Burnley who are most in need.
There is plenty to look forward to this month in the 900th Anniversary
celebrations, with Roger Frost‟s talk about the history of the church on
29th October, the buffet lunch at Burnley Football Club on 4th
November, and the 900th Anniversary Fair on 19th November
particular highlights. We hope you will be able to attend some or all of
these events and celebrate together as a church family.
As always, take care,

Sandra and Jason
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St Stephen‟s Churchwardens
years, in the life and running of St
INTERREGNUM - EXCITING TIMES
Peter's with his expertise as a retired
AHEAD?
Solicitor and Deputy Coroner in the
We are very grateful to all the visiting
town. We pray for his widow,
clergy that have presided at our
Caroline, and their family, and offer
services during the Interregnum since
them our sincere condolences in
the departure of Fr Paul Payton in
their loss. David will be sorely
September. It has been interesting to
missed.
meet new preachers and hear their
varying sermons! However, by the
FOOD BANK DONATIONS
time you read this magazine, we very
Thank you to all who donated
much hope that our prayers will have
HARVEST GIFTS on Sunday, 2 October.
been answered and we have been
All the items were sent on to the
blessed with a Rector to lead us
local Food Bank at Valley Street
forward from early in the New Year.
Community Centre, and were
gratefully received.
SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL HARVEST
A couple of weeks ago it was a
pleasure to welcome the children
from Springfield School who came
into church to hold a short Harvest
Service, which was ably led by Paul
(Hannah)

How exciting is that?! Our thanks go
to Philip and Beverley, (and Sandra
and Meena from St Peter's) for
representing our Benefice and
offering their time and 'know how' at
the interview that took place towards
the end of October.
STALWART OF ST PETER’S
CHURCH
It was with much sadness that we
learned of the untimely death of our
friend, David Smith, who has been a
long-standing member of St Peter's
Church. David has been unstintingly
involved, over a great number of

/continued ...
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Are you intrigued? Praise God It's
Friday! Before Covid pushed its ugly
nose in, we used to call it 'Messy
Church' but with a new start we
wanted a new name. It's an event for
our young children, the first one
having taken place between 5:00-6:30
pm on Friday 21 October; the theme
was 'The Saints'. We had around 45
children of all ages in church
partaking in different crafts and
enjoying a sing-a-long, a short Bible
story and prayer. The event finished
with tasty hot dogs and a drink. We
hope that this will become a regular
event and that it might encourage
children to come along to Sunday
School too. Further information on
the next event will be out in due
course. If YOU would like to help out
at future P.G.I. Fridays, please have a
word with Linda our Vision
Champion.
EVENING MEAL OUT
This night out is almost upon us!
Meet at '197 The
Bistro' on Tuesday
8 November – 7:00
pm for 7:30 pm
start. Those of you
who wish to have a
pudding (will you have room?), need
to pay the extra £4.50 direct to The
Bistro on the night. We're looking
forward to good food, good
fellowship and a jolly good time all
round! See you there!

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
takes place this year on 13
November - 9:45 am start with
Revd Frances leading our
service.
VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND
On 14 November several of our
members will be off on pilgrimage to
The Holy Land, led by Fr Alex of St
Matthew's and Rev Chris from
Morecambe – otherwise known as
“Jack and Crack”, a comedy duo! No
doubt there will be much fun and
laughter! But it also offers a wonderful
opportunity to tread the land where
our Lord Jesus walked and to visit the
many places mentioned in the Bible.
We must mention our grateful thanks
to Philip and Edith and others who will
be stepping in for us wardens whilst
we're away – please help in any way
you can to ensure that things run
smoothly - thank you. We shall report
back, so watch this space!
ADVENT COURSE
By the end of this month, we shall be
entering Advent, when we await in
eager anticipation for the birth of Jesus
at Christmas. We shall be running an
Advent Course, “Walking Backwards
to Christmas” on several Wednesday
evenings starting on 30 November,
7:30 pm in the Community Room. All
are welcome to come along.
CELEBRATION OF KING
CHARLES‟ CORONATION
Early plans are in hand to
celebrate this auspicious occasion –

most definitely 'a first' for the
majority of us! Watch this space for
further news.....

Christmas. Please consider donating
items for the raffle and tombola stalls
etc., - everything will be very much
appreciated!

FUNDRAISING EVENTS:
 60‟S NIGHT - A great time was had

by all! Thank you very much to all
who came to 'boogie' the night
away and support this event,
which raised the magnificent sum
of over £500 for our church funds.
Grateful thanks also to Peter
Yates and “The Badger Sett” who
provided excellent live music, and
to our catering team for the
buffet.
 FRIDAY FILM NIGHT - We shall be
showing “It's a Wonderful Life” on
Friday, 25 November in the
Community Room. It's a good old
Christmas classic 'weepie', so if
you're really sentimental, bring
your tissues and be prepared to
blub. Entry is free although a
donation is much appreciated there is a small charge for
refreshments. Come along for fun
and fellowship
 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR - This
will be taking place in church on
Saturday, 3 December – 11:00 am
to 1:00 pm. As usual we shall be
needing your help to make the
event a success! The school choir
will be at the opening of the Fair
with their programme of
Christmas songs and carols. There
will be all the usual stalls, along
with good food from our catering
team and lots of opportunity to
get those last minute goodies for

For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
(Isaiah 9:6)

That's all for now folks! Take care
and see you soon ...!

Keith, Jean & Paul
St Stephen‟s Churchwardens

ROTA FOR NOVEMBER
Chancel
6th

Mrs D Smith

13th

Vacant

20th

Vacant

27th

Vacant
Towneley
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6th

Vacant

13th

Mr & Mrs S Barritt

20th

Vacant

27th

Mrs S Boardwell
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St Stephen’s Branch

stall.
Tuesday 22nd November, 7pm - Vanessa Does Crafts, always a crafty evening!

LOOKING BACK

NOVEMBER CELEBRATIONS

Our annual auction was held on the evening of September 27th and was hugely
successful raising £300. £100 has been donated
to the MU Burundi fund with £100 going to
church. A massive thank you to Keith Pounder
our magnificent auctioneer and comic turn
rolled into one. We may have come away from
the night lighter in the pocket but we were
topped up with happy hormones.

A Very Happy Birthday is wished to Betty Galloway on the 4th. And a Very
Happy Special 0 Birthday is wished to Barbara Howarth on the 17th.

Thank you to Elaine Taberner for your wonderful and
well researched presentation on Iceland, Land of Fire
and Ice, which you and Jim visited last year. The colours
of the Icelandic flag are representative of fire, ice and
water. Elaine and Jim were there visiting their
granddaughter Laura, a student of Lancaster University,
as part of her second year field studies. They stayed in
Reykjavik and visited The Thingvellir National Park.
Elaine and Jim went to the location where the tectonic
plates of North America and Eurasia meet witnessing
geysers going off at boiling point every five to ten
minutes to heights of forty metres. This geo thermal power is harnessed and
provides power for eighty five percent of Icelandic houses. What a memorable
trip they had. Though those magical northern lights proved annoyingly elusive,
putting in appearance in the evening of the day they left!
LOOKING FORWARD
Christmas lunch at Burnley Football Club (Tuesday 13th December)
May I remind anyone who may not have made their menu choices and/or paid
their deposits to do so as speedily as possible. The full balance of either £19.50
for two courses or £25 for three courses is due no later than Tuesday 22nd
November.
Be aware that on the day the bar will only accept card payments.
THIS MONTH’S EVENTS AND MEETINGS:

Happy Wedding Anniversary to Christine and Terry Naughton as you celebrate
on the 18th.

St Peter’s Branch
We will be having our annual pre-Christmas lunch on Wednesday 30th November at Towneley Garden Centre at 12.30pm. Book and pay for your own
meal, from a snack to full meal. Everyone welcome to join us, whether you
are a Mothers‟ Union member or not. However, I do need to know if you do
intend to join us (and haven‟t already let me know), so that I can book the required number of places.
At our September meeting we had a discussion about the future of St. Peter‟s
branch of the Mothers‟ Union. I told everyone that without help and input
from members I am finding it very difficult considering all my other commitments and am not sure how much longer I can continue as Branch Leader.
Everyone wished the branch to continue. Subsequently, I have had several
suggestions for future meetings and will be able to compile a programme for
next year. I have also had offers of help with the opening prayers. Hopefully
with an interesting programme we can tempt a few more people to attend
meetings. You do not need to be a member of the Mothers‟ Union to come
along at 2.00pm on the last Wednesday of the month. No meetings in December or July.
Mothers‟ Union has restarted collecting toiletries for the hospital bags. Soap,
flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste and comb only are requested. The box is now
located at the opposite side of the church from the main door, on the pew by
the fire exit.

Carol

Tuesday 8th November, 2pm - Planning and Preparing for the Christmas Fair.
Please bring along any gifts you have bought for us to wrap for our Mystery Gift
10
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November in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s

November In the Book of Remembrance at St Peter’s

1st

Richard Clee, Lilian Walsh

1st

Jessie Hutchinson

2nd

William Jackson, Kenneth Lord Healey

5th

Mary Smith

3rd

Helen Chadwick, Elizabeth MacDonald

6th

Samuel King

4th

George Henry Hughes, John Carter, Mary Ingham,
Norman Victor Boardman

8th

Arthur Cable and Norah Cable

9th

Eileen Kate Pick

5th

William Francis Whitham, James Gillesie, Harry Briggs

10th

Dr Karol Lozinski

6th

Samuel Edward Clements, Margaret Walton, Violet Holt

11th

Wilfred Pugh, Ida Louisa Holt

7th

Hannah Green, Janice Cant, John Hindle

13th

Rosamond Dyke

8th

Florence Ann Whittaker, Edna Horne

14th

Mary Eastwood, Sheila Lillian Pike

9th

Lily Skirrow, Hartley Greenwood, Wilfred Hanns, Margaret Chorley

16th

Elizabeth Law, James Alexander Mitchell

10th

Mary Ann Whitham, Caroline Taylor, Roy Anthony Hinds

18th

Abraham Sagar, Harold Eastwood

14th

Garnett Mitchell

20th

Ada Chapman, Frank Eccles, Margaret Stockdale, John Holden

23rd

Hilda Smith, Yvonne Watson, Frank Shoesmith and Sarah Shoesmith

15th

Ethel Maud Gallagher, Albert Farrow, Barbara Tate

24th

Sam Lacey

16th

Joseph Suthers, Edna Brown Harrison, Ellen Heywood

26th

Nellie Rowson, Barry Dilworth Derham

17th

Nellie Seddon

27th

Louisa Schofield

18th

Hubert Taylor, Sarah Elizabeth Walmsley, Phoebe Sutcliffe, William Herbert
Allcock, Geoffrey Farrow

29th

Sonia Andre Trotter, Doris Dodd

19th

Margaret Ann Watson, Alice Blythe

30th

John William Coates, Ronald Ellis Marshall

20th

Ellen Smith, Harold Hargreaves

21st

Private Albert Topper

22nd

Thomas Rushton, Jophia Cruikshanks

23rd

Nora Vina Threlfall, Thomas Johnson, Brian Marsden

24th

Peter Cranidge

25th

Ruth Wareing, William Sagar, Joseph Holt, Norman Harris

26th

Mary Howarth, Glynn David Casson

27th

Elizabeth Nicholls, Edith Jane Isabel Wilson, Jane Varley Jobling,
Thomas Henry Riding, Ronald Mills

28th

Dora Chadwick, Ronald Mark Baldwin

30th

Lottie Bird

R.I.P.
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The Church’s Days and Seasons
We continue this month with
CELEBRATING SEASONS
There are three big celebrating seasons in the
church year: Christmas, Epiphany and Easter.
Churches will be decorated, joyful hymns will
be sung and the colour of fabrics will be white
or gold.
CHRISTMAS begins at midnight on Christmas Eve
and lasts until 6th January which is Epiphany.
During these 12 days readings and prayers will remember all the well -known
stories of the first Christmas, but also tell some of the things that happened
afterwards.
EPIPHANY is when churches remember the visit of the wise men, also known as
the three kings or magi. There are four Sundays in Epiphany and each week a
different story is told that helps reveal something about the identity and
mission of Jesus. Epiphany ends with Candlemas on 2nd February and is the day
when the story of Jesus being presented in the temple as a baby is told.
EASTER begins on Easter Sunday when Christians celebrate that after his death
on the cross, Jesus rose from the dead. Sometimes services are held on Easter
Eve, and sometimes at dawn on Easter Day. Some churches will create an
Easter garden and on Easter Sunday, will roll away the stone from the tomb.
The season of Easter lasts for seven weeks, ending with Pentecost. During
these weeks, churches may read stories from the Bible about how Jesus
appeared to many after his resurrection, and how the church came into being.

Advent Sunday s on 27th November
and our Advent course this year is
based on the book by Stephen
Cottrell, Archbishop of York

WALKING BACKWARDS
TO CHRISTMAS
at
ST STEPHEN’S

Wednesday evenings starting
30th November at 7.30pm
and the following Wednesdays
until 21st December

ST PETERS
on Thursday mornings starting
1st December at 10am
(coffee from 9.30am)

900th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION BUFFET
Let’s have a party! Come along and celebrate the
900th anniversary with a buffet meal at:

The Trophy Room, Burnley Football Club, Turf Moor
Friday 4th November 2022
6.00pm for 6.30pm
Tickets: Adult £7.00 per person – children free
14
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St
Stephen’s
School
News
TIME TO CELEBRATE!
I am delighted to share our good news with you all. After
6 years we have been awarded the Final Full Quality Award
from Lancashire. This is a very highly commended award
which has been awarded to St Stephen’s for the excellent
quality of teaching and provision in our early years
department (Reception Class). We are thrilled to bits. I
would like to thank the whole of the EYFS team with a
special thank you to Kayleigh Powell our EYFS lead for
leading on this. There aren’t many schools in Lancashire
that have achieved this status.
LAUNCH DAY
For the next launch day on 1st November 2022 all of our
children will be visiting Turf Moor for
sessions on Burnley Football Club. There
will be various workshops running
throughout the day and we are really
looking forward to this bespoke event
organised specially for our curriculum
‘Our Town, Our Turf.
WORSHIP
Our new workshop group are doing a wonderful job of inspecting the worship
areas in school. They planned and presented a super PowerPoint all about the
Bishop’s Harvest Appeal. This year it was the Mother’s Union raising funds to
provide help for women in Burundi.
SCHOOL FAIR
We will be having a small Christmas event with a few stalls and activities on 1 st
December 2022. The children will be working on young enterprise projects in
preparation for this. Each class will have a stall. More details to follow so please
keep checking the website.
CHOIR
Our school choir is growing each year and we now have 50 Key Stage 2 Children
16

that have signed up. They are looking forward to opening the Church Fair on
Saturday 3rd December at 10:45am. These children will be taking part in the
‘Lets Go Sing’ collaborative event and will perform at King George’s Hall in
Blackburn in April 2023. Keep your eyes peeled for tickets.

WE LOVE READING
All of our children have settled into their new classes
and it have been wonderful as usual welcoming our
new reception children into our family. The year 6
buddies have made the younger children feel safe and
extended a very warm welcome to them. I feel really
proud of them. The children thoroughly enjoyed the
Roald Dahl Day where they could dress up and read their favourite stories.
CHARITY WORK
Each class at St Stephen’s has a charity that they are responsible
for supporting. We are so pleased with the work of Miss
Mitchell, Mrs Layfield and the Year 6 children for planning and
running a very successful Macmillan coffee morning. Thank you
to all those people who donated cakes and supported the event. We raised a
whopping £550.00.
HARVEST.
We have received an incredible amount of donations for
the food bank so thank you so much to all those who
contributed. St Stephen’s school council with the
support of our family liaison, Pastoral team will be setting
up our own food bank for families who need our help.
Well done to all those who have participated in our school sports events
this term! The girls have finished in 2nd place in their football tournament
and the boys have won their football tournament with first place a couple
of weeks
ago.
Key Stage 1
enjoyed
their fun
run in
Towneley
last month.
Well done!
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Introducing St Peter’s Sunday
School Ambassador

Sunday School News
from St Peter’s
This month we have time to reflect on
Remembrance, using the resources in Roots and
considering the late Queen's service at
Remembrance time, the current conflict in the
Ukraine which affects children in our Sunday School,
and our Young Singers will join with the Deanery
Choir to take part in a performance of Faure
Requiem. We have already started having a look at
this and the words of the Latin Mass .
The end of the month brings Advent with a family
service celebrated by Bishop Philip. On the Friday
before Advent our older children and young singers
will be having an evening of fun at Bishop Philip's
house !!!!

I am Isabelle and I am 14 years old. I have two
younger sisters and two younger brothers . I go to
Burnley High School and love performing arts .
I started coming to St Peter's Church just over
twelve months ago when my sister Imogen was
singing with her school choir. I joined with her
in the Young Singers and then we both started
attending Sunday School.
I was baptised in September as I wanted to make a commitment to God.
I am the Sunday School Ambassador.

I am the Vine, you are the

We also celebrate the lovely festival of Christ the
King - our King in every
way,, reigning in glory .
Our Young Singers will
open the 900th
Anniversary Fair and are
excitedly preparing ideas
for their own stall. They
have formed good
friendships together and
are celebrating birthdays
together.

Meena adds ...
‘Over the last few months Isabelle has shone in church with her kindness and
helping others. This was noticed by Father Paul and other members of the
congregation. Isabelle is helpful not only in Sunday School but with the ladies in
the kitchen.’
A St Peter's Star

Harvest Cross

It has been excellent to continue our relationship
with school. This month I will be visiting for two
assemblies as well as helping mark Remembrance
Day. A joy to be in such a happy school with an
extremely supportive staff.

Meena

Ava’s First Baptism
Anniversary
18
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This half term in school, we looked at the value of thankfulness and how
1Thessalonians 5.16 tells us 'Always be Thankful'.
We thought about thanking God for people who help us, praising God in
creation, remembering to say thank you, giving thanks even when times are
difficult, counting our blessings and living fruitful lives. We used this acrostic
poem in our worship – Thankfulness is…

Thinking of good things
Happy memories
All creation praising God
Not taking anything for granted
Keeping focused on the positive
Feeling blessed
Understanding the sacrifices people make for us
Living joyfully
Not complaining
Expressing gratitude to God
Saying thank you to those who help us
Showing gratefulness by our deeds
PAIS came in on the 21st September to lead us in our worship. They talked
about the Christian Value of Thankfulness and shared with us some of their
gifts and talents that they were thankful for.
They chose some children to help them in their worship. The helpers had to
think of some things they were thankful for and mime them to the rest of
school and see if we could guess! They were great and we guessed everything
they were thankful for!
As our PAIS team are Christians from all over the world, next they taught us
how to say thank you in lots of different languages! Did you know that we have
so many languages in our school, we already knew lots of different ways to say
thank you!! How many do you know?

came to support the
children. We were
incredibly proud of the
children and how they
performed with such
confidence for such a
large audience.
Especially EYFS, who are
still very new to school!
We hope you enjoyed
the Service.
We thought about
Harvest around the
world, where our food
comes from and a Fair Trade Harvest. As well as leading the congregation in
song and prayer. Thank you for all the generous donations, which will go to the
Burnley Food Bank. These were much appreciated, especially when times are
financially challenging.
The PAIS team returned to lead our worship
on the 12th October. They talked to us about
our Christian Value of Thankfulness. They had
a fun game for us to play, involving collecting
balls from a ball pool that were all over the
floor! One of the teams managed to collect
many balls and the other team not as many.
They talked to use about despite having a little
or a lot we must be thankful. God ensures we
have everything we need and we must trust
that this will always be the case.
Finally, we then held a Harvest Workshop in
Church after school on the 30th September.
Meena and a team of volunteers had some
fantastic arts and craft activities for the
children to participate in. It was a wonderful
celebration of all that we have learnt this term. A lot of hard work was put into
the event both on the day and in preparation which was very much appreciated.
We are extremely lucky to have such strong links with St Peter‟s Church.

We went into church on the 28th September, to deliver our Harvest Festival
Service to the congregation and our families. Thank you to everyone who
20

Mrs Crowther
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Roxy writes …

new Vision Champion at St Peters has
prepared extracts
from the book and
I would like to
thank her for all
her hard work.
Each week is a
different story so
don‟t worry if you
cannot commit to
every week.

Linda writes ...
Hi everyone,
As I write this piece for
the magazine we are
gearing up for our children‟s event at
the end of October. Last month I
wrote that we were hoping to have a
new name for the event rather than
the generic name Messy Church. The
new name is P G i Friday which stands
for „Praise God it‟s Friday‟. Hopefully
in the next magazine I can
report that everything went
well and it is the beginning
of encouraging families to
St Stephens.

Over the last few weeks I have been
speaking to Age UK. I was very
impressed by the representative I met
and the information they can give on
the help that is available. Also the help
with contacting other agencies was
very useful. One of the ways they
raise funds is by collecting used
stamps. They
provide prepaid
envelopes to
collect stamps.
So I thought
with Christmas
coming when
we all receive more mail it would be
very easy to help this charity. If you
would like to help, the envelopes will
be available in church or from myself.

The shops are beginning to stock all
things Christmas which most of us
would agree is far to soon. However,
most of us like to be prepared and
part of preparing for Christmas within
the churches calendar is Advent. A
time of preparation for the
celebration of Christ. We will be
hosting an Advent gathering at St
Stephen‟s on Wednesday evenings
starting 30th November at 7.30pm and
the following Wednesdays until 21st
December and at St Peters on
Thursday mornings at 10am (coffee
from 9.30am). We will be using an
Advent book written by the
Archbishop of York entitled “Walking
Backwards to Christmas “. Roxy the

Linda
Vision Champion, St Stephen‟s
‘The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world ‘
(John 1-9)
22

A CHILDLIKE
APPROACH TO
PRAYER
I‟m writing these words following
my attendance to an online prayer
meeting which I‟ve (only) recently
started to attend and build into my
own Rule of Life. My Rule of Life/
pattern of faith life is a little fluid to
allow for my personal circumstances, but one of the things I am
happy to say I have fixed down is
my attendance to this meeting! It‟s
a safe place where the presence of
God is all prevailing and it‟s a true
blessing to pray for and with other
Christians. To meditate on and
praise God at the start of the day.
Thank goodness for coffee though
– even though I‟m a morning
person!
But … whilst there‟s (so much!)
comfort to be found in corporate
prayer, I want to talk about personal
and intimate prayer as there is nothing
more comforting, healing, and
powerful than one2one time with
God.
On occasion, (and self-examination is
hard) we might need to check
ourselves. What is our prayer life like?
How often do we pray and what‟s our
attitude of prayer? What‟s our
attitude and the context of our
prayers?

Jesus once sought to bless many
children who came to see Him with
their parents, but His disciples tried to
stop this from happening (perhaps it
was getting a little too rowdy at this
point and Jesus simply couldn‟t be
heard over the excited laughter and
shouts!)
When He
noticed this
He stopped
them by
saying, ‘Don’t
you know that
God’s Kingdom
exists for
such as
these?’ Mark 10v14b. Then, two
verses on: „and He took the children
in his arms, placed his hands on them
and blessed them.’
As Children of God, perhaps we
should approach prayer similarly to a
child whose greatest delight is to sink
into the arms of their parent after a
long day at school, and tell them all
about it – what they accomplished,
what their friends are up to, what
scared them, what fun they had or
worries they have. A child isn‟t
bothered about anything, other than
being swept into
that loving
embrace of their
parent – there‟s
no shame, no guilt
– and no question
that their parent
doesn‟t want to
hear them talk
about their day.

Linda Pounder, St. Stephen‟s Vision
Champion, and Pam McGrath once
highlighted the Examen style of prayer
to those who gathered for a Prayer
Breakfast at the Church several
months ago. Funnily enough, on
reflection, this prayer structure
thought of by St. Ignatius seems very
similar in style to a child simply telling
their parent about their day.
Structure the prayer to suit you – this
is your time with Him:
REPLAY: Think over your day like a
movie playing in your head.
Notice what you are noticing.
What made you happy, anxious,
or angry?
REJOICE: Thank God for those
things which are obvious and then
spend time thinking about the
less obvious things.
REPENT: Say sorry to God for the
moments that come to your mind
as you review the day… receive
his forgiveness and spend time in
this moment.

Once we encounter God on a
personal level, this relationship
begins to feed into every aspect of
our lives – by abiding in Him
(spending time with our Daddy God)
we become more like Him, Hear
Him, see things how He does, and
think as He does. Like a child who
mirrors a parent.
I came across this simple prayer a
few days ago – it‟s a prayer of seven
syllables, the number that
corresponds perfectly to the rhythm
of our breathing. Pray it in childlike
trust before you pray – it‟s a
moment that allows you to dwell on
what it is you are.
As you inhale – Abba (Abba is the
Aramaic word for Daddy. It‟s the
word Jesus uses for our Father God,
our Daddy) and as you exhale – I
belong to you. Then pray as a
beloved child would speak to their
parent.

REBOOT: Ask for his blessing for
the day ahead.
There are times when we need to be
intentional in prayer. To cry out to our
Father in prayer, ask Him for advice
and guidance – petition Him. But there
might be a danger to structure our
prayers like a wish list and make
prayers of demand rather than prayers
from the heart of a loved child.

Blessings!
Roxy
Vision Champion, St Peter‟s

25

Christmas is coming, and don‟t we
know it! The shops are full of gifts,
tinsel, cards and shiny wrapping
paper! . I have already bought my
two great grandchildren their
presents, as I hate shopping in
crowds! As you get older gifts
seems singularly unimportant as, by
the time you get past a certain age,
you have accumulated a lot of „stuff‟.
A cosy tea out with a friend or a
visitor with flowers is what is what
you love the most. „Stuff doesn‟t
matter anymore. „Stuff‟ often
becomes junk!
Occasionally though we do need to spoil ourselves. When Bill and I lived
in Spain we visited a nearby town about half an hour‟s drive from where
we lived. I quite liked looking round shops in Spain. After all it was just
strolling in the sun, visiting colourful markets or walking through the
streets with their own individual and artisan shops. One day Bill and I
spotted 3 beautiful carved ladies who were either dancing or praying.
They were priced at 50 euros. Sadly we walked away. We decided to
have lunch but we could still see those lovely ladies from our outdoor
table. Needless to say, after lunch we went and spent our 50 euros.
Those 3 ladies came back to Burnley with us - we had to buy a new long
sport‟s bag to assure that they travelled safely on the plane.
Now as we are all racking our brains this Christmas wondering what to
buy those people who seem to have everything, instead let‟s focus on
what God the father gave us. John 3 v16. is probably the most famous
verse in the Bible,
‘For God so loved the world that he gave us his one and only son, Jesus Christ
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life’.
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Yes, God was fed up with people disobeying his laws. He was fed up of
fighting, divisions, dissension and sin! In fact so much so, that he sent
Jesus, the promised Messiah as his own special gift of love to a troubled
world. Almighty God himself gave up his throne to be born into the
most humble smelly cattle filled stable! Why? Because he loved us, but
hated our sin.
The second part of the verse is however the most important, as it tells
us
‘whoever believes in him will have everlasting life.’
A gift needs to be opened and
accepted. A gift demands a thank you
and so God‟s gift demands our lives to
be full of gratitude to him. I am glad
we bought those dancing ladies. Their
hands are lifted up as they dance. I
like to think they are glorifying God
and they are a daily reminder to me,
never to forget to be grateful. 50
euros seemed an awful lot of money
at the time. What did it cost Jesus? It
cost him his life, a humiliating
agonising death on a rough wooden
cross! But his death opened the gift of
Resurrection and Everlasting life.
Death was no longer to be feared!
The gift of Jesus was the gift most
precious gift to be offered and to be
accepted.
As we come into the Advent season. May we take our time to think of
the best gift that has ever been offered to mankind. A gift not bought
with earthly money but purchased with blood sacrifice and divine love.
Lift your hands to praise him always.
Love and blessings.
(St Stephen‟s Church)
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Taking Jesus

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and Mary
took Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child replied:
“They couldn‟t find a babysitter!”

Hearing

A man went into a church and asked the vicar to pray for his hearing.
Touched by his faith, the vicar agreed. „Kneel here‟, he began in a loud voice.
The man knelt and the vicar placed a hand on each ear and bellowed a prayer.
„I hope that will help,‟ he finally shouted.
„Well, I won‟t know for a while,‟ the man replied, „It isn‟t until next month‟.

Barbershop Evangelism

There was a barber who felt he should share his faith with his customers
more. So the next morning he decided, „Today I am going to witness to the
first man that walks through my door.‟
Soon after he opened his shop the first man came in for a shave. The barber
sat him down and then fled to the back of the shop to pray. „God, please give
me the wisdom to know just the right thing to say. Amen.‟ Then the barber
approached the man with his razor knife in hand. „Right then, sir ... I presume
you are ready to die?‟

Emma, Carrie-Ann and Paul have been getting the Nativity Clothes ready
for Christmas! Looks like Paul wants to play the Angel Gabriel this year!
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Services & Rotas for November at St Peter’s
Date

11.00am

6/11

Choral
Matins

13/11

Reader
Joan
Ainsworth

Intercessor

Sidespeople

Roxy
Kern

C Hacking
S Hacking

Holy
Diana
Communion
Harris
with Act dof
Remembrance

Adrian
Norris

M Eckersley
E Massie

20/11

Holy
Communion

Stewart
Hacking

Carol
Pike

H Slater
J Ainsworth

27/11

Family
Service

Child

Child

S Dixon
S Hacking

6.00pm
BCP
HC
-

Choral
Evensong
-

Services & Rotas for November at St Stephen’s
Date

Services

6/11

9.45 am Holy
Communion

13/11

9.45 am Holy
John H &
Communion
Judith H
with Act of
Remembrance

20/11

Wake Up
& Worship
9.00 am
Breakfast
9.45 am Holy
Communion

Philip &
Shirley

Paul

WUAW

9.45 am Holy
Communion

Christine H &
Christine N

Elaine

Brenda &
Margaret

27/11

Sidespeople

Lynette &
Neil

Reader

Maureen
Shirley

Tea/Coffee

Cleaning

Pauline A &
Pam

W/C 07/11
Team 1

Christine H &
Christine N

W/C 14/11
Team 2

W/C 21/11
Team 3

W/C 28/11
Team 1

If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota,
please let the Wardens know.
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Every year on the last Sunday before Advent, we celebrate
the feast day of Christ the King
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