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Don’t forget - if you need anything,  

don’t hesitate to contact us  
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Memories of David Smith -  

by Alan Roadley 

 

I can‟t let the sad passing of St Peter‟s stalwart and 

long time servant David Smith pass without putting a 

few words down on paper.  I recall that when myself 

and Annette first entered the doors of St Peter‟s, 

probably around 1997 at Evensong (we were looking 

for a wedding venue), David was probably the first 

person within the Church to greet us and make us 

welcome              

  

Many people will no doubt say the same thing, but he was very supportive of 

me in many of my endeavours in Church life, as with more enthusiasm than 

actual experience or knowledge, I tried to launch various initiatives.  

Housegroup (which later became Faith Discussion Group), Prayer Evenings and 

Mens‟ Nights were just a few of the Church activities he backed me in. 

It was an honour to succeed him as PCC Secretary after he had done the job 

for something like 46 years!  I only managed 3!  And unlike myself, who had a 

range of technology to assist me, he did it with his famous typewriter. Maybe 

that typewriter, if it still exists, should be part of the Church treasures and 

heirlooms. It‟s prolific output over the years will thankfully live on as archived 

documents. 

 

But David was also generous to many people personally. When I started a small 

business venture in the 2000‟s he gave me tremendous support in many ways, 

and I know he helped so many other Church members; and he had so much 

experience in so many fields. 

 

I will forever associate David with Choral Evensong at St. Peter‟s. It was the 

first service we ever attended, and he loved it, not least because it was short! 

When due to lack of clergy it was under threat of disappearing David was 

instrumental in getting to together a group of lay people to lead it (including 

himself) and we kept it going, and still do! So it was fitting that one of the last, if 

not THE last time that I was out with David was Deanery Evensong at Higham 

last year, where we both sat together whilst our wives sung in the choir. It sort 

of completed the circle which started with Evensong many years ago. 

Rest in Peace David. I hope that in heaven there is a typewriter with a plentiful 

supply of ribbons! 

 

 Please ensure that all articles 

for inclusion in the MARCH 

edition of the magazine are 

submitted no later than  

15th February  

pamelamcgrath1@hotmail.com 
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Burnley Borough Council has 

an extensive list of Warm 

Places on its web. Most are 

on bus routes with disabled 

access. Opening hours are 

mostly mornings and early 

afternoons. Prairie Sports 

Village Cafe is open until 9pm 

Monday - Friday. 

 

Other venues include 

Libraries, Churches and 

Chapels and Community 

centres.  

 

All details on the website. 

Some venues have computer 

access and charging points, 

two have showers - very 

useful if you have frozen 

pipes.  

 

Burnley.gov.uk. 

 

Barbara marshall  
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St Stephen‟s Churchwardens 

ROUND-UP OF CHRISTMAS 
 

It was wonderful to see so many 

people in church over the Christmas 

period. This is always an exciting time 

of year for us, starting off with the 

Christmas Fair where the magnificent 

sum of £2,300 was raised. Thank you 

to the children of the school choir 

who so beautifully entertained us with 

carols at the opening of the Fair, and 

thank you also to all who took part, 

either helping to set up the church 

the night before, man a stall on the 

day, by providing much needed tea, 

coffee and sandwiches etc., or 

just coming along to spend their 

pennies – all are appreciated! 

 

Towards the end of their school term, 

all the children and staff from 

Springfield School came into church 

for their Christmas service. It's always 

a pleasure to see the church bursting 

at the seams! The children were 

exceptionally well behaved – a great 

credit to them and their staff. 

 

Thank you to our dedicated team who 

helped in putting up our fabulous 

Christmas tree and decorating the 

window sills with holly, baubles and 

candles. Our “St Stephen's Sings 

Christmas with Christingle” service 

was enjoyed by over 85 children and 

adults, and, with the lights dimmed  

and 50 Christingle candles a-glowing, 

it was one of the highlights of the 

season. Thank you to Linda our Vision 

Champion for leading 

this wonderful 

service, at which 

we raised the 

sum  

of £150 for the 

Children's 

Society. 

Keith once again 

built our 

beautiful crib 

inside the side 

altar, which draws 

young and old alike to 

come and look (and wonder) at the 

birth of Jesus. Did you notice the 

three Kings making their journey 

around the church, before 'arriving' at 

the crib at Epiphany? Thank you Keith 

for another inspiring display. 

 

The season ended with our Patronal 

Festival led by the then Bishop of 

Burnley, the Rt Reverend Philip 

North, but our congratulations go to 

him as he begins his journey as the 

new Bishop of Blackburn. This was 

indeed wonderful, but not so 

surprising, news that we received on 

10th January.  We are sorry to be 

losing him as Bishop of Burnley, but 

our prayers have been answered, and  

we know that he will 

continue in the same 

vein and be an 

amazing, dedicated 

and faithful shepherd-

leader of our Diocese. 

 

INDUCTION & INSTALLATION OF 

OUR NEW RECTOR 
 

Arrangements are now taking place 

for this service, which will take place 

at St Stephen's on Monday, 

20th February at 7:30 pm, when we 

officially welcome Fr Andrew Holmes 

as Rector to our Benefice. 

 

The service will include a Eucharist 

and will be followed by light 

refreshments. With our joint parishes, 

our choirs (plus choirs from St James' 

Haslingden and St Thomas Musbury) 

and a great number of visiting clergy, 

we expect to have a full church on 

this celebratory occasion, as we shall 

also be looking forward to welcoming 

Bishop Philip. We think we are 

assured of very exciting times are 

ahead! 

 

FLOWER ARRANGING 
 

Many of you may not have been aware 

that Mrs Christine Hacking (from St 

Peter's) has been our flower arranger 

over the past eight months, but 

unfortunately she has recently been 

finding it more difficult to continue 

and so has decided to retire. We very 

much thank Christine for her 

invaluable work over this time, and 

pray that she, and Stewart, will 
enjoy increasing good health in the  

future. 
 

So, we wardens are on the ask again! 

If anyone out there feels they could 

help in arranging flowers 

to decorate the sanctuary, then do 

please contact one of the wardens. 

We have a dedicated flower fund to 

cover the cost of flowers etc., and all 

that is needed is a love of flowers and 

a tiny amount of artistic flair! 
 

UPDATE ON THE GARDENS: 
 

Remembrance Garden: The trees 

at the bottom end of the car park 

have now been pollarded and 

hopefully this will help to deter 

children from climbing/swinging on 

them and damaging branches. We 

look forward to the daffodils breaking 

through, heralding Spring! 
 

Memorial Garden: We have now 

gained the required permission to go 

ahead with plans to allow the 

interment of ashes to take place 

following a funeral. Work still needs 

to be done, but we are pleased 

that we can now progress. With this 

in mind, we have now arranged for 

the removal of the three diseased 

cherry trees; however, only two trees 

(Acer Palmatum) will be planted in 

their place. 
 

Maintenance: Our grateful thanks go 

to Jim and Nigel who continue to 

keep the gardens looking so 

neat and tidy. Many comments have 

been received in particular about how 

colourful the Memorial Garden looked 
last year with the lovely bedding 
plants etc. 
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CHURCH MAINTENANCE 
 

1.Unfortunately, with the 

dreadful wet weather we 

have recently experienced, 

we have once again 

incurred water ingress in a 

couple of places, 

necessitating the use of 

buckets! We contacted 

the roofer who has 

indicated that it will cost 

the church £1,600 for 

scaffolding alone, so at the 

time of going to print, we 

weren't aware of the full 

cost of the repairs, but it 

will probably be in the 

excess of £2,000. 

2.You may have noticed 

that the inner side door 

now fully closes, which 

helps in keeping the heat 

in and cold out! Grateful 

thanks to Peter Yates who 

came to fix the door 
 

Phew - that's all for now 

folks! We wish you all 

happy, healthy days ahead as 

we look to moving forward 

with Fr Andrew (or Andrew 

if you prefer that – he 

doesn't mind!). 

 

Jean, Keith & Paul 
 

For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans 

for welfare and not for evil, to 

give you a future and a hope.  
(Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

Hello everyone,  

 

We reach the beginning of a new year and we hope it will be as exciting as the 

last one, in which the 900th Anniversary celebrations passed with great success 

and saw us reach out to the town and its people. As we enter a new era of 

leadership we hope we can build on the foundations that have been laid and 

grow even further in 2023.  

 

Christmas is always a busy time for the church and this year was no different. 

Although we are in vacancy and without a Curate-in-Charge we managed to 

offer a range of services across the festive period. The Carol Service, ably led 

by Alan, was a particular highlight with a large attendance and beautiful musical 

performances, and the Nativity displayed the Sunday School‟s and Young 

Singers‟ talents wonderfully.  

 

We had an interesting and productive meeting with our new Rector, Fr 

Andrew, on 9th January regarding the arrangements for his installation on 

Monday 20th February at St Stephen‟s. Fr Andrew has decided that the benefice 

will return to offering both bread and wine at communion from this service 

onwards, though it will be optional and communicants may opt to continue 

receiving only the bread if they so wish.  

 

Energy costs are very high at the moment, with fuel bills tripling over the last 

few months. Full heating is being used only as and when necessary and the 

ceiling flood lights only for special occasions. Work on the Quinquennial 

Report is on course with all the items that need to be dealt with within the 

current timeframe either completed or underway. Many of these relate to the 

roof and the recurring leak above the pulpit has now been fixed.  

 

We were very pleased to hear of the appointment of Bishop Philip as the new 

Bishop of Blackburn and have sent a message of congratulations to him from 

the Churchwardens on behalf of the congregation. We look forward to him 

continuing his effective work within the Diocese and leading us through the 

years ahead.  

 

Take care, 
 

Sandra and Jason 
 

 

 

 

 

PGI FRIDAY This event, for school-age children 

(accompanied by an adult) will take place on 

Friday 3rd February at 5:00 pm. As it is 

Candlemas on 2nd February, which represents 

the Presentation of Jesus – the Light of the 

World – for one of the crafts we will be making 

a Christingle, but for safety's sake, there won't 

be any wax candles in sight – instead, glow 

sticks will be used! Refreshments will be 

available. Adult helpers are welcome and very 

much needed to assist. More information will 

shortly be available from Linda (Pounder).   

CLERGY STUDY DAY:  This year it will take 

place on Wednesday, 22nd March, which  

means that we shall not be able to have 'Let's 

do Lunch' that day, or the 2:00 pm service that 

usually follows. 

KING CHARLES III CORONATION: Plans are 

afoot to celebrate this by holding afternoon tea 

in church on Bank Holiday Monday, 8th May. 

It will be along the lines for the celebration of 

our late Queen's Platinum Jubilee, but further 

details will follow – make a note of the date  

SPRING SOCIAL NIGHT OUT: We think you 

will agree that we all enjoyed a wonderful night 

out at '197 The Bistro' last November, and so 

we holding one again on Thursday 20th April 

at the same venue. please get in touch with one 

of the wardens. 

SPRING FAIR: This will take place at School on 

Saturday, 13th May – 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

There will beall the usual stalls, plus bouncy 

castle, barbecue and we hope that the school 

choir will come and sing to us! Again, further 

details will follow. 

Other events are being considered; however, if 

anyone has any ideas, please let Philip or Pam or 

one of the wardens know – thank you. 
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  St Stephen’s Branch 
 

 

I hope you all had a lovely time over the Christmas period and that you are all 

managing to keep well. I know one or two members have been quite poorly 

and I wish you a speedy recovery.  
 

The MU theme for 2023 is Transformation NOW, a theme that was adopted at 

the start of 2022 and is to carry over to 2023.  
 

LOOKING BACK 
 

We really did have an enjoyable Christmas lunch at The Football Club. The 

food was good and the staff looked after us so well and we enjoyed our usual 

sing song of carols.  
 

The AGM in January was well attended. In her remarks Beverley expanded on 

the MU theme and felt there would be plenty of times to put the words into 

actions this year. Programmes were handed out. Please ask Beverley if you still 

need yours.  
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
 

February, 2023 events and 

meetings:  
 

Tuesday 14 February, 2pm:  Old 

walking day videos 
 

A chance to relive the hey days of St. 

Stephen‟s Walking Days, and maybe 

catch site of ourselves in our 

younger days. Please bring any of you 

own walking day photos you might 

have.  
 

FEBRUARY 2023 CELEBRATIONS  
 

Happy Birthday to Gwen Sharrat for 

the 3rd. Gwen now lives in a care 

home in Clitheroe.
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ROTA FOR FEBRUARY 

 Chancel Towneley Chapel 

5th Vacant Mrs E Jessop 

12th Vacant Vacant 

19th Vacant Vacant 

26th Lent - No Flowers 

There are many vacant dates during the 

year.  This means that anyone can 

donate money or put flowers anywhere 

in the church.  Thank you to those who 

helped to decorate the church on the 

many occasions regarding the 900 years 

celebrations.   

A very Happy New Year to you all. 
 

Alice & Maureen 
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February in the Memorial Book of St Peter’s 

2nd John Swinnerton, Albert Edward Potts 

5th Daisy Matthews, William Henry Matthews, Brian Jessop 

7th Benjamin Yates, Amelia Smith, Peter Charles Kaltober 

Keith Rodney Clegg  

8th Every Holt Parker 

9th Harold Green, James Greenwood 

10th Amy Rae, Alice Boothman, Emily Smith, James Saul,  

Francis Gordon Shoesmith  

12th John Edward Chapman, Edwin Baker, Norman George Altham,  

John Alfred Smith 

13th Martin Patrick Macdonald 

14th Edith Ann Baker, Fred Hargreaves 

16th Louisa Jobling, Sandra Lawson 

17th Leonard Thomas Perry 

18th Annie Pollard, Elspeth Parker Grant 

19th Mary Wright 

20th Caroline Pollard, John Barritt 

21st Pauline Mabel West, Margaret Noel Payne, Margery Law 

22nd Annie Tomlinson, Douglas Frederick Clavell-Bate, 

Gwendoline Doris Baker 

23rd Muriel Foulds 

24th John Sagar, Ann Jobling 

26th Jennie Beet 

27th Jane Layfield, Arthur Fielden 

28th George Edward Caton 

“I am the resurrection and the life 
The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die.”(John 11:25) 

February in the Memorial Book of St Stephen’s 

1st John Hargreaves, Willie Brown 

2nd Nellie Riding 

3rd Oswald Henry Healey, Elizabeth Ann Gowers 

4th Benjamin Joshua Fielding, Alice Towler, Winifred S. Stone 

5th Ben Herbert Richmond, Martha Thompson, George Jacques, Hazel Phethean 

6th Margaret Agnes Whittaker 

7th Edward Alexander Mackay, Florence Ackroyd, John Scholes, Mary Brown 

8th Alfred Arthur Allen 

9th Ernest Stanley White (priest), Leslie Coolican, Alfred Thorburn 

10th James Saul, John Henry Greenwood, Agnes Sellers, Tommy Smith,  

Joseph Singleton, Ellen Holdsworth 

11th Edward Collinge, Robert Gerald Clayton, Ada Blaylock 

12th Joyce Fox, Alison Mary Wilson 

13th Emma Hargreaves, Joseph Charles Barker 

14th Philip Robinson, Tom Proger, Norah Kathleen Atkinson, Margaret Brown 

15th Ellen Howarth, Andrew William Jobling 

16th Vincent Cook, Margaret Howarth, Albert Victor Williams 

17th Frederick Oldham, Lucy Eveline Guthrie, Kathleen Haworth 

18th Ida Grace Grimshaw 

19th Lilian Harrison, Karen Julie Meek, Audrey Walton 

21st Henry (Harry) Baden Bulcock, Charles Albert Green, James Briggs Ackroyd,  

Mabel Tomlinson 

22nd Alfred Henry Holland, Frances Briggs 

23rd John Pendlebury, Allan Hartley Edmondson, Elizabeth Bailey 

24th Egbert William Roberts, Sydney Grice, Herbert Mills, Harry Barrow,  

William James Hall, Kathryn Nixon 

25th George Arthur Arnold Whitfield, Dorothy Hughes 

26th Tracey Scott, Rose Wearden, Stephanie Ann Wilson 

27th James Briggs 

28th Fred Mitchell, William Hindle, Edward Ernest Pickles, Audrey Cotterill,  

Walter Fitton, Joseph Spencer 

 R.I.P. 



14 

900TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS - 

REFLECTIONS ON THE YEAR  
 

The committee felt that overall, the celebrations throughout the 

year had been excellent.  The members of the committee had 
worked well together and worked very hard to offer a varied programme of 

services and events, including talks, lunches, concerts, raffle.  All the celebratory 
services were excellent and all events had been well-received.  Any event which did 
not go exactly as planned was due to external factors outside our control (a covid 

outbreak, illness, technical problems etc.) 
 

We were particularly pleased with the Heritage Day and Pentecost Sunday, with 
the town centre procession, service and afternoon tea.  We felt that it would be 

worth repeating the procession in the town centre, possibly followed by a short 
service of prayers and hymns in the town centre rather than back at church.   
 

The Book of St Peter is an inspiration and is going to be a superb record of St 
Peter‟s and the 900th Celebrations and, together with the procession, showed a 

presence in the community.  Thanks to Annette Roadley for all her hard work with 
this. 
 

The Heritage Day was very well attended and the church/churchyard tours by 

Roger Frost were excellent, as were all the displays.  We would definitely like to 
hold another Heritage Day and, although officially now disbanded, the 900th 

Committee would be prepared to organise this.  As well as heritage we would 
focus on the events over the past year and also on looking to the future. 
 

The visit to church by the Archbishop of York was an unexpected bonus and the 
service at the Cathedral a wonderful celebration of 900 years of all 3 churches in 

the Diocese. 
 

An archive for the year is under preparation and once it is completed Lancashire 

County Council Archive will be contacted to ask if they will keep a copy.  A copy 
will be kept in church. 
 

Joanne and Jason Walsh have done an excellent job with the merchandising.  The 

majority of items selling well, though we do still have a number of Souvenir 
Calendars left.  These are a lovely record of the year and make a wonderful 

souvenir 
 

The 900th Anniversary Christmas Fair was a bit disappointing and we did question 

whether this type of event is no longer viable.  Should anyone consider organising a 
Christmas Fair in the future we would recommend a shorter period, that is a 

maximum of 2 hours. 
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I can‟t finish this report without a big “Thank You” to David Smith and the Smith 

family, who made it possible for around 60 people to enjoy a buffet meal at the 
Burnley Football Club, the catering team particularly appreciated being able to 

enjoy a meal with everyone else without the preparation and clearing up! 
 

In conclusion we agreed that the whole year has been excellent and that St Peter‟s 

has a lot to celebrate and a positive future. 

                          Carol 
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St Stephen’s 

School News 

We are focussing on our mental health and wellbeing.  The children in our 

worship club will be planning a wellbeing day for all the children and staff.  This 

will be focussing on the 5 ways to wellbeing.  It will include : 
 

1. Connecting to another person and feeling valued 

2. Being active 

3. Taking notice of the environment around you 

4. To enjoy learning in order to enhance self- esteem and learn something new 

5. To be generous and help others 
 

Our value this half term is perseverance and the British value is 

democracy. 
 

We have looked at the perseverance Sir Edmund Hillary had when he climbed 

Everest and children in school are working hard to persevere with tasks that 

they find challenging. 
 

LAUNCH DAYS:  The children have enjoyed learning about God‟s precious 

planets.  Each class learnt about a planet and then write a poem about it on the 

Tuesday.  The whole school enjoyed watching the moon landing and also Tim 

Peake‟s journey into space.  Their learning was „out of this world‟ 
 

CLOTHING BANK:  Everyone is tightening their purse strings in light of the 

current financial climate and we are hoping to help families by recycling 

clothing.  We are currently collecting items of 

children‟s and adult‟s clothing in The Ark at 

school.  Families can access this stock free of 

charge and take what they need.  It means that we 

can help the environment by recycling and at the 

same time support our school community.  If you 

have some children‟s clothes that are in good 

condition and you would like to donate them then 

please contact school and drop them off. 
 

FOOD BANK 

We are collecting items of non-perishable food and 

toiletries in The Ark at school.  If you can spare some 

tins, toiletries, cereals, nappies, wipes, toothpaste, 

pasta etc then please donate these to school so that 

we can help to support our families.        /Cont... 

We are delighted to report that our 

„Step into Christmas‟ event where the 

children ran a mini enterprise project 

made £ 649.00 for PTFA and our school 

discos made £450.00.   Our Christmas 

concerts raised £290.00 and were a big 

success. The children thoroughly en-

joyed performing. 

 

EPIPHANY:  We have enjoyed watching 

some of the footage of how people cele-

brate Epiphany around the world.  The 

children found it fascinating how children 

in Spain leave their shoes outside full of 

grass for the camels to eat. 

Headteacher 
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Sunday School News   
                                   from St Peter’s 

‘I believe children and young people need to be at the 

very heart of all that we do ' 
 

A part of Bishop Philip's speech as he is welcomed as Bishop of Blackburn. 
 

Encouraging and inspiring  
 

 

The Puppet Ministry show in December was extremely well received  with a 

fun time and strong message of the Christmas story.  As always our children 

loved the Nativity service. It's fantastic that the whole event is led by children/ 

young people with our Young Singers leading the music and readings and 

Sunday School acting out the story.   

We have a large group of older girls who are extremely helpful, full of ideas, 

and who get on so well together.  These girls very successfully ran a stall at the 

900th fayre, raised £36 .00 with the Sunday School for Children in Need selling 

decorated paper cups with chocolates in,   and had an amazing time decorating 

pizzas and playing games at Bishop Philip's house. 

 

Currently we have a range of nine months to sixteen years in a very full and 

busy Sunday School.  We are inspired with the stories of Jesus 's early ministry , 

the transfiguration and Lent . 

 

As always it is the greatest pleasure and inspiration to spend time with them . 

One question asked last week :   

' Who is the father and mother of God ? ' 
 

Love from Meena x 

 
 

Getting ready for the Christingle Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was wonderful to welcome the Puppet 

Ministry Team from Preston. 

Everyone had a fantastic time! 

Having fun with Bishop Philip 

Bishop Philip blessing the knitted 

Nativity figures given to the Sunday 

School by Christine Hacking 
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'I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me' 
Philippians 4.13. 

 

This half term we are thinking about the Christian value of Perseverance. 

  

We are thinking about running the pushing through, running the race of life, 

keeping going against all odds, doing the right thing, meeting a personal 

challenge and encouraging others to keep going.   
 

We look at this acrostic poem. 

Perseverance is … 

Pressing on 

Eager to continue 

Running the race 

Sticking with things 

Encouraging each other to keep going 

Valuing the support of other 

Eyes fixed on the target 

Reaching a goal over time 

Aiming to complete the task 

Not giving up 

Commitment to keep going 

Ending up where you want to be 

 

Meena and the PAIS team, along with our 

pupil worship group help support and lead 

us in worship. We are also thinking about 

St Peter as the fisher of men, the follower, 

the friend, the forgiven and the 

transformed. 

 

Each class will continue to attend the mid-

week service on a rota and we will be in 

church for our Christingle Service on the 

23rd January and a Love workshop on the 10th February. 

 

Mrs Crowther 
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Hello Everyone, 
 

It‟s good to be back writing again.  

I seemed to have misunderstood 

re the deadline for last month‟s 

magazine and left it too late. 
 

Many of you know I have been 

quite unwell and therefore unable 

to do some of my lay ministry duties recently, but a big thank you to Paul 

Hannah who willingly stood in the breach. 
 

Meanwhile, it‟s all been happening hasn‟t it?  A new Rector, Father Andrew, 

beginning new duties in February in our benefice, and now our own Bishop 

Philip of Burnley has been appointed as the new Bishop of Blackburn. 
 

Changes mean gaps are left till new vacancies are filled.  I am sure there will be 

a big gap in Haslingden left by Father Andrew, and here in Burnley another huge 

gap where Bishop Philip has been.  A gap is a space and the winds of change 

certainly rattle through it!  Will it be a warm, a gusty or cold wind, or one that 

blows things about a bit?  We don‟t know, and yet we trust our Father God in 

all things because whatever happens, He never changes. 
 

My great granddaughter has just had her 5th birthday 

and we have been talking about some of the things she 

used to do as a baby.  She used to love looking through 

my husband‟s very strong magnifying glass and seeing 

enlarged noses, huge teeth, and goggle eyes.  She also 

loved to pick up our landline and she once even dialled 

999 by accident!  Of course, these things are now the 

object of delight for her younger brother who is two.  

The changes in five years have come quick and fast and 

we have had to embrace them with awe and wonder. 
 

In Ecclesiastes, it talks about all the changes that are „under heaven‟.  This life is 

full of joy and of weeping, and sowing and reaping, and of embracing and of 

parting etc.  In other words all these emotions are part and parcel of life.  The 

joy of watching babies grow and change, the magnificence of the changing 

seasons, the tides coming in and out as the tide of our own lives moves on with 

all its ebbing and flowing.  We have to thank God for every season of our own 

existence and learn how to live within those changes.       /cont ... 

 

 

The Spring, watching new growth from babyhood into childhood and then 

those hormone fluctuations of teenage years, till we reach the summer of the 

growth of adult years and possible parenthood, rolling on till the autumn of 

middle years when maybe our baby birds have flown the nest.  Then we creep 

with certain gratitude yet reluctantly,  into the last season of our lives, the deep 

winter.  This change means huge adjustments as time and tide are waning and in 

frailty and uncertainty we may have to face our fears. 

However, we have a God who will never leave us or forsake us.  He is our 

Rock and our Saviour who has promised to be with us in this life and the next.  

However dark and narrow the vale, he will guide us through to those green 

pastures of everlasting life. 
 

So now,  as the wind of change whirls through our benefice and diocese, let‟s 

pray for a holy tail wind that will catapult us forward to an era of deeper caring, 

and steadfast following, as we open ourselves to new horizons, and support our 

new incumbent and our new Bishop. 
 

Be blessed 
 

St Stephen‟s 

 

„Bind us together 

Lord, bind us  

together with 

cords that cannot 

be broken.   

Bind us together, 

Lord, bind us  

together, bind us 

together with 

love.’ 
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Listening to Alan‟s sermon earlier today and his comment on 

bucket lists made me think. 
 

Here we are, most of the way through January, and many of the 

New Year‟s Resolutions have already fallen by the wayside so 

what chance does our bucket list have even if we have one?  
 

Have you ever thought about your bucket list? Those things that you really 

want to do before you die. Those things that you dream about doing but life 

just gets in the way. 
 

Lots of stuff on the list? No time to do them? We can lie awake worrying about 

doing the things that may ease us into God‟s eternal Kingdom without thinking 

about how to live in the wondrous world He created for us here on Earth. 
 

Let‟s get some real focus. Imagine you are years in the future with just hours of 

life left to live, too weak to even lift your head, when an Angel comes and 

offers you one more week of perfect health and energy to do what ever you 

desire before you go; seven days of strength and clarity to live the dreams you 

never had time to realise. What would you tell the Angel you planned to do if 

you could have that magical week?  Don‟t think too hard, listen to your heart. 
 

Now imagine that week of pure happiness and joy, how does it feel when you 

put yourself in that place? Good, isn‟t it?  Now, here‟s the real magic; you can 

have that week right now. All those things that were so important when you 

knew you only had seven days to appreciate them can be yours right now. The 

only thing stopping you from doing the things you know you should is you. 
 

A while ago, whilst on holiday in the Mediterranean, we met a bus driver who 

was from the UK. When asked how he came to be working on this beautiful 

holiday island he explained that he had holidayed there for a few years and 

promised himself that when he retired he would move there with his wife. 

Then his world was shattered when he was diagnosed with advanced cancer. 

He impressed me more than I can describe as he told how he bravely battled 

the disease with debilitating treatments but then really blew me away when he 

revealed that as he recovered he resigned the secure well paid job he had, sold 

his house and made the move to the place he‟d enjoyed on so many vacations, 

finding a job and a place to live. When I said that this must have been an 

enormous decision he said that it was one of the easiest choices he had ever 

made and as a result he feels like he‟s on vacation every day of the year!  
 

The threat of death served to focus his mind on the things that mattered most 

to him and that should be a lesson to us all. 

         Paul H 

Seize the Day! 
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Roxy writes … 

CARRY THE WONDER.  
 

Happy February to you 

and yours! I hope you have had a 

pleasant Christmas and a good all-

round start into the new year. I‟m 

sure you will agree that this past 

Christmas was very special! For me, 

(even though I worked through the 

season) it‟s been wonderful to be 

connected to the Church during this 

time and in so many ways: I wanted to 

say a big thank you to all the different 

leaders who took a lead at the Advent 

Gatherings at both St. Peter‟s and St. 

Stephen‟s during Advent. I wasn‟t free 

to attend every Gathering, but I 

understand that the discussions had 

were very varied and very much 

enjoyed. The topics discussed at the 

Gatherings were built using 

Archbishop Stephen Cotterill‟s 

„Walking Backwards to Christmas‟ 

book, on St. Stephen‟s Vision 

Champion Linda Pounder‟s suggestion. 

To all involved - thank you for leading 

us forward with your voices and 

giftings.  
 

Also, I want to say a big thank you to 

St. Stephen‟s Pam McGrath, who 

helped with our Burnley Churches 

Advent Pamphlet and Brochure‟s 

printing. Electronic copies of the 

brochure which detailed services and 

events at 9 local Churches during the  

Christmas period were issued to 

these for distribution, alongside a 

poster. The brochure was very well 

received by the clergy. It was 

wonderful to work in partnership with 

other Burnley churches and enjoy the 

Christmas season with them.  

 

The special season of Advent is now 

over but our Benefice continues in its 

own period of excited anticipation: on 

the 20th of February, we will welcome 

our new rector Fr. Andrew Holmes, 

to lead us forward as one Benefice, 

into Lent, Easter and beyond. Advent 

and Lent carry with them the 

Christmas message of wonder as well 

as humble expectation. In order to 

understand the true wonder of 

Christmas, we need to keep in mind 

Lent and Easter, the fulfilment of the 

promise: God the Son, the King of 

Kings, chooses to enter the world to 

reconcile us to himself within the 

sphere of peasants and not that of a 

dignitary or king. He arrives to us as 

that long-promised miracle, is cradled, 

loved and carried by His parents and 

slowly grows up strong under their 

parentship. He then begins His 

ministry as ordained by God, 

nurturing His friends, caring for the 

lowly and casting down the proud. He 

dutifully carries His ministry to 

completion, to die alone, ridiculed on 

a cruel Roman cross. His earthly 

journey started in a humble stable.  

/continued ... 

 



As Christians, we live perpetually in a 

period of Advent. As we quietly wait 

on Christ‟s return whilst continuing 

our earthly journey with Him, let‟s 

carry the wonder of Christmas – the 

fulfilment of every promise in Christ, 

forward into Easter and the year.  
 

Blessings,  

Roxy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vine Community is a simple and 

flexible framework for living out a 

Christian life. It bases itself around 

creating a bespoke „Pattern of Life‟ - 

challenging us to set our own personal 

targets to help us to grow and 

develop in faith and be confident 

witnesses, disciples and leaders in our 

own local settings.  These targets 

should be both realistic and stretching, 

in response to the questions: 
 

-  How can I make space for God? 

-  How can I keep growing as a    

   Christian 

-  How can I show the hope and joy of  

   Jesus Christ in the world? 

 

There is a wide range of resources 

available online to support those who  

wish to take part, and a programme of  

events comprising two quiet days; two 

general gatherings for mutual support 

and growth as a „community‟ which 

will be held in different places across 

the Diocese and a service of commit-

ment at the Cathedral in June each 

year. 
 

If creating a Rule of Life is of interest 

to you, here are some dates for your 

diary: 
 

 Thursday 19th January 2023, 7-9pm 

Vine Community gathering at 

Whalley Abbey 

 Saturday 29th April 2023 Vine 

Community Quiet Day at Whalley 

Abbey: „Making Space for God‟. 

 Sunday 18th June 2023, 4pm 

Second Vine Community Service of 

Commitment at Blackburn 

Cathedral. 
 

Please contact Roxanne at St. Peter‟s 

for more information. 
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Linda writes ... 

Hi everyone, 

 

I hope you had a good 

time with friends and 

family over Christmas. It was such a 

busy time at church with the 

Christmas Fair, various Christmas 

lunches not to mention a Christmas 

Markets cruise for some of us which I 

would highly recommend.  
 

Something had to give and 

unfortunately we postponed the 

Prayer Breakfast. However we were 

able to enjoy a wonderful St Stephen‟s 

Sings Christmas with Christingle. This 

was a wonderful service taking us 

through the Christmas story with 

readings, singing and wonderful visuals  

culminating in lighting the Christingles 

and bringing light to a darkened 

church. For me this signals the start to 

celebrating Christmas. Not all the 

frantic shopping and food preparation 

but the joining together to celebrate 

the true meaning of Christmas.  I 

would like to thank Lynn Barkess for 

her donation  to enable us to make 

the Christingles. Lynn does this each   

year in memory of her husband Tom 

and we are very grateful. 
 

We raised over £168 for The 

Children‟s Society. The collection is 

still open, so if you have not returned 

your candle collection box it is not 

too late. 
 

We now look forward to a new year. 

A year where we will welcome our 

new incumbent to the benefice. I look 

forward to meeting Andrew and 

helping to implement his vision for 

our churches. We will all have to be 

open to change and, just because we 

have always done it that way, doesn‟t 

makes it right. 
 

We have lots of good things to build 

upon, lots of things that could be 

better. With Andrew and by listening 

and putting vision at the heart of the 

benefice, we can do great things in the 

name of Christ. 

Linda 

Vision Champion, St Stephen‟s 
 

But as for me, I will watch expectantly 

for the Lord;  I will wait for the God of 

my salvation.  My God will hear me. 
(Micah 7.7) 

Prayer is like a  
Mobile Phone to God 

 

offering you the following great deals 
 

 Unlimited  talk time 

 Absolutely no call charges 

 No batteries required 

 Hands-free calling option included 

 Calls can be made from anywhere 

in the world. 

 Calls can be made in all weathers 

 Handset comes free 

An American tourist went into a church in London. 

On the wall was a telephone.  A notice underneath  

said, “direct line to God, £10,000 per call”.  Later on,  

visiting a church in Lancashire, he saw that a notice next to a tele-

phone on the wall said “Direct line to God, 50p per call”.  Puzzled, the 

American asked the vicar, why that should be when it was £10,000 in 

London.  “Oh”, said the vicar, “in Lancashire it‟s a local call” 



31 30 

 

IT’S THAT TIME OF 
YEAR AGAIN! 

 
 
 

We hope you enjoy 

receiving your copy of 

„The Link‟ and find it 

useful and informative. 

 

As you know, we do not 

make a charge per copy, 

as we want it to be 

available for everyone.  

Although we do receive a 

contribution from our 

advertisers, with rising 

costs, there is still a 

shortfall.  So, if you are 

able to make a donation 

towards the cost of 

production, this would be 

very much appreciated.   

 

Please don‟t feel you have 

to, but if you can, put 

your donation in an 

envelope marked 
„Magazine‟ and hand to 

any of the churchwardens, 

at either church. 

 

Thank you for your 

continuing support. 
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Services & Rotas for February at St Stephen’s 

Date 11.00am  Reader Intercessor Sidespeople 6.00pm  

5/02 Choral  

Matins 

Carol 

Waddington 

Joan 

Ainsworth 

C Hacking 

S Hacking 

BCP  

HC 

12/02 Holy  

Communion  

Joan 

Ainsworth 

Alan 

Roadley 

M Eckersley 

E Massie 

 

- 

19/02 Holy  

Communion 

Stephen 

Dixon 

Eric 

Massie 

A Norris 

S Dixon 

Choral 

Evensong 

26/02 Family  

Service 

Child Child H Slater 

J AInsworth 

- 

If you are unable to be in church when you are on the rota, 

please let the Wardens know. 

Services & Rotas for February at St Peter’s 

Date Services Sidespeople Reader Tea/Coffee Cleaning  

5/02 9.45 am Holy  

Communion 

Anita & 

Steve 

Anne Pauline L & 

Shirley  

W/C 6/02 

Team 3 

12/02 9.45 am Holy  

 

Geoff & 

Judith K 

 

Jean 
Brenda & 

Margaret 

W/C  13/02 

Team 1 

19/02 Wake Up 

 & Worship 

9.00 am 

Breakfast 

9.45 am Holy 

Communion  

 

 

Lynette & 

Neil 

 

 

John C 

 

 

WUAW 

W/C 20/02 

Team 2 

26/02 9.45 am Holy  

Communion 

John & 

Judith H 

Maureen Barbara & 

Paul 

W/C 27/02 

Team 3 

Stephen  
Alderson 
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In Sunday Club we have 

been learning about 

Advent and the birth of 

Jesus.  We learnt what 

the candles mean on the 

Advent wreath, there 

are 3 purple ones, 1 pink 

and 1 white candle. The 

3 purple candles mean 

Hope, Peace and Love:  the pink candle is Joy and the white one is lit on 

Christmas Day for the birth of Jesus. We read the nativity story and 

each week we added to our nativity scene which we had in the back 

room, the characters we had read about.  

 

We also joined Meena at St. Peter‟s for the puppet show and learnt how 

to use the puppets . We really enjoyed putting on are nativity play for 

everyone to watch. 

 

 

Looking forward to doing 

wonderful things next 

month! 
  

   Emma H  

Pancake Day (or „Shrove Tuesday‟ to give it its proper name) is 

the day before Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of Lent. 
 

Ask a grown-up to help you make some pancakes! 


